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The overlap of confusion caused amongst the developer community, especially for those individuals who are new to it, about the difference between Visual Studio and Visual Studio Code (let us refer to it as VSCode to avoid ambiguity) is something of a rite of passage. The confusion is well placed as both the products have a great many similarities.
For starters, they are both developed by Microsoft, they are both used to develop code, and the most misleading similarity of them all is their names. But regardless of how similar they seem, they are not the same. However, before we can get into the differences between the two, one distinction needs to be made clear: Text-Editor vs. IDE.What is a
Text Editor?A Text Editor is any computer program that edits plain text. In terms of programming, text editors are used to edit the source code of the programs to be debugged and/or run. Hence, they are also called source-code editors: a subset of text editors built specifically to edit computer programs. To make it easier to understand let’s consider
NOTEPAD. It is almost a given for every new programmer, to become familiar with Notepad early on in their programming journey as it is the simplest text editor. What is an IDE-Integrated Development Environment?An IDE tool holds all the services required for software development. That is, it does way more than just code editing, it includes,
debugging, automated building, project management services, and many such features that are unique to the specific IDE. To put it simply, an IDE is a one-stop shop for the development of an application whereas a text-editor as the name suggests, is used for writing and editing code. Visual Studio is an IDE whereas VSCode is a text editor. Now that
this distinction is clear, let’s highlight the key difference between Visual Studio and VSCode. What is Visual Studio?The Visual Studio IDE is modelled after its predecessors Visual C++ and Visual Basic application, and was first deployed in 1997 by Microsoft. It is one of the leading IDEs available to developers looking to develop applications across
platforms (for Windows, macOS, iOS, Android, and Linux) with interesting and unique features like extensive tooling, cloud services via Microsoft Azure integration, Intellisense, debugging and profiling, and much more. Note: IntelliSense is a code-completion aid that includes several features such as List Members, Parameter Info, Quick Info, and
Complete Word.These are the core functionalities provided by Microsoft in the Visual Studio IDE: Develop: You can code quickly and accurately with the IntelliSense and IntelliCode features. Debug: All Visual Studio products are equipped with an integrated debugging tool, it also allows you to visually step through the code look at the values stored
in the variables, and examine every single aspect of your code path. Test: You can analyze and test your code instantly with the testing suite and the WSL integration allows testing on both Windows and Linux. Collaborate via LiveShare: This feature aids in real-time collaboration so multiple members of a team can work on a block of code
simultaneously to speed up the entire process and maintain consistency. Deploy: Azure-based deployment in Visual Studio allows deployment by employing dependencies, like Azure SQL database and Azure storage so your project can be easily deployed into the cloud. Design: As a developer, you can build a multi-faceted, rich, cross-platform app by
employing Visual Studio and using technologies like WinUI, MAUI, WPF, etc. Visual Studio also aids in quick changes to the design of your application by using visualization and modeling. Profiling: Building responsive .NET, C#, and C++ applications is also simplified due to the extensive range of profiling tools available in Visual Studio such as
profilers for XAML, databases, CPU, events, memory, and so on. Data-handling: Visual Studio is also equipped with special tools to make SQL projects and database functioning simpler with rich editors, database schemas visualizer, and query support. Another exciting feature is the: Github Co-pilot collaborated with Visual Studio. It acts as the Al
programmer, that provides Git support and works as a teammate, i.e. your co-pilot, to remove blocks in your task-flow and allows you to work seamlessly, faster, and more efficiently. What is Visual Studio Code (VS Code)?Visual Studio Code or VSCode is a text-editor/source-code editor developed by Microsoft with the Electron Framework for the
Windows, Linux and MacOS. It is one of the most popular source-code editors present in the market.Some features that set it apart from a run-of-the-mill text editor are: IntelliSense: VSCode goes beyond the usual syntax highlighting and offers IntelliSense, i.e. smart completions tailored to the code and its intricacies.Run and Debug: VSCode allows
you to run your code (with or without debugging it with the help of a web editor) in the app itself. Built-in Git: Working with Git is made easier in VSCode which allows you to make commits, stage files, and other Git actions right from the editor. Extension: Personalization of your coding environment has never been easier with over 30,000 extensions
present to do anything from adding new languages, themes, etc., to contracting any additional service such as Al integration.Which One Should You Choose - Visual Studio or Visual Studio Code?Choosing between Visual Studio Code and Visual Studio depends on a plethora of factors, few of the technical aspects are mentioned below.1. Development
Language: Visual Studio suits best for projects built on languages that require Microsoft support, for example, Visual Studio holds powerful HTML, CSS, JavaScript, and JSON editors making it highly suitable for full-stack applications. It also supports languages like C++, C#, PHP, Python, etc. VSCode on the other hand, supports a plethora of
languages and can help other languages as well, if there exists a plug-in for the language. Hence, if your project dictates the need for Cross-stack development, VSCode can be your go-to. 2. Project Complexity: Visual Studio is most suitable for projects that require a rich GUI, heavy memory space, thousands of LOC, and even project management
needs. VSCode is ideal for daily programming and creating lightweight to moderately complex projects, scripting, web development, and any other simple task. 3. Resource Availability:Visual Studio requires a minimum of 850 MB to about 210 GB of hard disk space depending on the version and requirements of the project. VSCode is a lightweight
program in the sense that it occupies very little space, has very low demands on the computer, and consumes very few system resources. 4. Extension Requirement: While Visual Studio offers its extensions it doesn’t compare to the extensive list of extensions and plug-ins available in VSCode for diverse actions. 5. Development Speed: While Visual
Studio offers a rich set of features, its complexities lead to longer start times, i.e. heavy app overhead with longer compilation and launch times as well. VSCode on the other hand, has a very quick startup and minimal overhead. Visual Studio vs. VSCodeLet us look at the differences between Visual Studio and Visual Studio Code by comparing various
factors. FactorsVisual StudioVisual Studio CodeMain FunctionVisual Studio is an Integrated Development Environment, i.e. it is fully equipped to build a complete applicationVisual Studio Code is primarily a text editor. You can use it to develop and debug your code.Processing SpeedVisual Studio is slower across varying Operating Systems. VSCode
is quick due to its lightweight naturePricingVisual Studio Community Edition is free, but the professional and enterprise editions require monthly payments.VSCode is completely free of cost and is open-source. Most of the extensions are also free but some might include paid upgradesIntellisenseVisual Studio engages a highly advanced IntelliSense
and also has IntelliCode - an Al powered code completion aid.IntelliSense is comparatively not up to the mark in VSCode.SizeAtleast 20-50 GB space is required as the software’s needs range from 850 MB - 210 GB depending on the features required. Compared to Visual Studio, Visual Studio Code is pretty lightweight as this small download takes
Preferences > Settings. To edit settings.json, open the Command Palette and type Preferences: Open Settings (JSON). Workspace Settings In addition to user settings, VSCode supports workspace settings, which apply only to the current project. This is useful for maintaining consistent configurations across team members. Workspace settings are
stored in the .vscode folder within the project directory. Tasks Automate common tasks using the built-in task runner. Define tasks in a tasks.json file, and execute them from the Command Palette. This is particularly useful for running build scripts, test suites, or deployment commands. Extensions API For developers interested in extending VSCode's
functionality, the Extensions API allows you to create custom extensions. The API documentation and guides are available on the VSCode website. Conclusion VSCode is a powerful, flexible, and highly customizable code editor that can significantly enhance your development workflow. By understanding its core features, leveraging extensions, and
customizing the environment to suit your needs, you can maximize your productivity and efficiency. Whether you're a beginner just starting out or an experienced developer looking to optimize your workflow, VSCode offers a wealth of tools and features to support your coding journey. Embrace the capabilities of VSCode, experiment with different
extensions and settings, and discover how this versatile editor can transform your coding experience. With a solid foundation and a willingness to explore, you'll find that VSCode can handle virtually any development task with ease and efficiency. Happy coding! Web, Insiders edition, or other platforms By using VS Code, you agree to its license and
privacy statement. Use Al models like Claude Sonnet out of the box, or bring your own key to access models from Azure, Anthropic, Google, Ollama, OpenAl, and OpenRouter. Your codebase is indexed locally and remotely (on GitHub) to understand what's relevant, enabling fast, context-aware interactions. Personalize interactions using custom
instructions and reusable prompt files tailored to your workflows, tools, and projects. No trial. No credit card required. Just your GitHub account. Try free VS Code predicts your next move as you code. Use the Tab key to accept Al-powered suggestions right in your editor. It intelligently recommends what to change — and where — based on the edits
you're already making. Code with Al-powered suggestions VS Code supports almost every major programming language. Several ship in the box, like JavaScript, TypeScript, CSS, and HTML, but extensions for others can be found in the VS Code Marketplace. JavaScript TypeScript Python C# C++ HTML Java JSON PHP Markdown Powershell YAML
Code wherever you're most productive, whether you're connected to the cloud, a remote repository, or in the browser with VS Code for the Web (vscode.dev).



