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Also	found	in:	Thesaurus,	Legal,	Financial,	Acronyms,	Idioms,	Encyclopedia,	Wikipedia.Related	to	custom:	Custom	duty,	Custom	stickers	a	practice	followed	as	a	matter	of	course	among	a	people;	a	habitual	practice	of	an	individual:	It	is	her	custom	to	take	a	walk	every	night	before	dinner.Not	to	be	confused	with:costume	–	a	style	of	clothing	typical	of	a	particular	time,	country,
or	people;	a	set	of	clothes	appropriate	for	a	particular	occasion:	a	Halloween	costumeAbused,	Confused,	&	Misused	Words	by	Mary	Embree	Copyright	©	2007,	2013	by	Mary	Embree	(kŭs′təm)	n.	1.	a.	A	traditional	practice	or	usual	way	of	doing	something	followed	by	a	social	group	or	people.	b.	The	tradition	or	body	of	such	practices:	The	respect	that	is	by	custom	accorded	to
the	king.	2.	a.	A	habitual	practice	of	a	person:	my	custom	of	reading	a	little	before	sleep.	See	Synonyms	at	habit.b.	Habitual	manner	or	practice:	I	am	not	by	custom	a	coffee	drinker.	3.	Law	A	common	tradition	or	usage	so	long	established	that	it	has	the	force	or	validity	of	law.	4.	Habitual	patronage,	as	of	a	store:	tried	to	obtain	the	custom	of	the	wealthiest	shoppers.	5.	customs
a.	Duties	or	taxes	imposed	on	imported	and,	less	commonly,	exported	goods.	b.	(used	with	a	sing.	verb)	The	governmental	agency	authorized	to	collect	these	duties.	c.	(used	with	a	sing.	verb)	The	place	where	goods	and	baggage	entering	a	country	are	inspected	by	this	agency:	go	through	customs.	6.	Tribute,	service,	or	rent	paid	by	a	feudal	tenant	to	a	lord.	adj.	1.	Made	to
order:	custom	suits.	2.	Specializing	in	the	making	or	selling	of	made-to-order	goods:	a	custom	tailor.	[Middle	English	custume,	from	Old	French	costume,	from	Vulgar	Latin	*cōnstūm(i)n-,	alteration	of	Latin	cōnsuētūdin-,	oblique	stem	of	cōnsuētūdō,	custom,	from	cōnsuētus,	past	participle	of	cōnsuēscere,	to	accustom	:	com-,	intensive	prefix;	see	com-	+	suēscere,	to	become
accustomed;	see	s(w)e-	in	the	Appendix	of	Indo-European	roots.]	American	Heritage®	Dictionary	of	the	English	Language,	Fifth	Edition.	Copyright	©	2016	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	Published	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	All	rights	reserved.	(ˈkʌstəm)	n1.	a	usual	or	habitual	practice;	typical	mode	of	behaviour2.	(Sociology)	the
long-established	habits	or	traditions	of	a	society	collectively;	convention:	custom	dictates	good	manners.	3.	(Law)	a.	a	practice	which	by	long-established	usage	has	come	to	have	the	force	of	lawb.	such	practices	collectively	(esp	in	the	phrase	custom	and	practice)4.	(Commerce)	habitual	patronage,	esp	of	a	shop	or	business5.	(Commerce)	the	customers	of	a	shop	or	business
collectively6.	(Historical	Terms)	(in	feudal	Europe)	a	tribute	paid	by	a	vassal	to	his	lordadj7.	made	to	the	specifications	of	an	individual	customer	(often	in	the	combinations	custom-built,	custom-made)8.	specializing	in	goods	so	made[C12:	from	Old	French	costume,	from	Latin	consuētūdō,	from	consuēscere	to	grow	accustomed	to,	from	suēscere	to	be	used	to]Collins	English
Dictionary	–	Complete	and	Unabridged,	12th	Edition	2014	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1991,	1994,	1998,	2000,	2003,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2011,	2014	(ˈkʌs	təm)	n.	1.	a	habitual	practice;	the	usual	way	of	acting	in	given	circumstances.	2.	habits	or	usages	collectively;	convention.	3.	a	practice	so	long	established	that	it	has	the	force	of	law.	4.	such	practices	collectively.	5.	customs,
a.	(used	with	a	sing.	or	pl.	v.)	duties	imposed	by	law	on	imported	or,	sometimes,	exported	goods.	b.	(used	with	a	sing.	v.)	the	government	department	that	collects	these	duties.	c.	(used	with	a	sing.	v.)	the	section	of	an	airport,	station,	etc.,	where	baggage	is	checked	for	contraband	and	for	goods	subject	to	duty.	6.	regular	patronage	of	a	shop,	restaurant,	etc.	7.	customers	or
patrons	collectively.	8.	a	customary	tax,	tribute,	or	service	due	by	feudal	tenants	to	their	lord.	adj.	9.	made	specially	for	individual	customers:	custom	shoes.	10.	dealing	in	things	so	made,	or	doing	work	to	order:	a	custom	tailor.	[1150–1200;	Middle	English	custume	<	Anglo-French;	Old	French	costume	<	Vulgar	Latin	*consuētūminem,	for	Latin	consuētūdinem,	acc.	of
consuētūdō	habit]	syn:	custom,	habit,	practice	mean	an	established	way	of	doing	things.	custom,	applied	to	a	community	or	to	an	individual,	implies	a	more	or	less	permanent	way	of	acting	reinforced	by	tradition	and	social	attitudes:	the	custom	of	giving	gifts	at	Christmas.	habit,	applied	particularly	to	an	individual,	implies	such	repetition	of	the	same	action	as	to	develop	a
natural,	spontaneous,	or	rooted	tendency	or	inclination	to	perform	it:	He	has	an	annoying	habit	of	interrupting	the	speaker.	practice	applies	to	a	regularly	followed	procedure	or	pattern	in	conducting	activities:	It	is	his	practice	to	verify	all	statements.	Random	House	Kernerman	Webster's	College	Dictionary,	©	2010	K	Dictionaries	Ltd.	Copyright	2005,	1997,	1991	by	Random
House,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.	–	custom1.	'habit'A	habit	is	something	that	a	person	does	often	or	regularly.He	had	a	nervous	habit	of	biting	his	nails.Try	to	get	out	of	the	habit	of	adding	unnecessary	salt	in	cooking.2.	'custom'A	custom	is	something	that	people	in	a	society	do	at	a	particular	time	of	year	or	in	a	particular	situation.It	is	the	custom	to	take	chocolates	or	fruit	when
visiting	a	patient	in	hospital.My	wife	likes	all	the	old	English	customs.Collins	COBUILD	English	Usage	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1992,	2004,	2011,	2012	Noun1.custom	-	accepted	or	habitual	practice		practice,	pattern	-	a	customary	way	of	operation	or	behavior;	"it	is	their	practice	to	give	annual	raises";	"they	changed	their	dietary	pattern"Americanism	-	a	custom	that	is
peculiar	to	the	United	States	or	its	citizensconsuetude	-	a	custom	or	usage	that	has	acquired	the	force	of	lawcouvade	-	a	custom	among	some	peoples	whereby	the	husband	of	a	pregnant	wife	is	put	to	bed	at	the	time	of	bearing	the	childGermanism	-	a	custom	that	is	peculiar	to	Germany	or	its	citizenshabit,	use	-	(psychology)	an	automatic	pattern	of	behavior	in	reaction	to	a
specific	situation;	may	be	inherited	or	acquired	through	frequent	repetition;	"owls	have	nocturnal	habits";	"she	had	a	habit	twirling	the	ends	of	her	hair";	"long	use	had	hardened	him	to	it"hijab	-	the	custom	in	some	Islamic	societies	of	women	dressing	modestly	outside	the	home;	"she	observes	the	hijab	and	does	not	wear	tight	clothing"survival	-	something	that	survivesritual,
rite	-	any	customary	observance	or	practice2.custom	-	a	specific	practice	of	long	standingpractice	-	knowledge	of	how	something	is	usually	done;	"it	is	not	the	local	practice	to	wear	shorts	to	dinner"habit,	wont	-	an	established	custom;	"it	was	their	habit	to	dine	at	7	every	evening"Hadith	-	(Islam)	a	tradition	based	on	reports	of	the	sayings	and	activities	of	Muhammad	and	his
companionsinstitution	-	a	custom	that	for	a	long	time	has	been	an	important	feature	of	some	group	or	society;	"the	institution	of	marriage";	"the	institution	of	slavery";	"he	had	become	an	institution	in	the	theater"3.custom	-	money	collected	under	a	tariffcustoms,	customs	duty,	imposttariff,	duty	-	a	government	tax	on	imports	or	exports;	"they	signed	a	treaty	to	lower	duties	on
trade	between	their	countries"ship	money	-	an	impost	levied	in	England	to	provide	money	for	ships	for	national	defense4.custom	-	habitual	patronage;	"I	have	given	this	tailor	my	custom	for	many	years"trade,	patronage	-	the	business	given	to	a	commercial	establishment	by	its	customers;	"even	before	noon	there	was	a	considerable	patronage"Adj.1.custom	-	made	according	to
the	specifications	of	an	individualBased	on	WordNet	3.0,	Farlex	clipart	collection.	©	2003-2012	Princeton	University,	Farlex	Inc.noun1.	tradition,	practice,	convention,	ritual,	form,	policy,	rule,	style,	fashion,	usage,	formality,	etiquette,	observance,	praxis,	unwritten	law	The	custom	of	lighting	the	Olympic	flame	goes	back	centuries.3.	customers,	business,	trade,	patronage
Providing	discounts	is	not	the	only	way	to	win	custom.Quotations"Custom	reconciles	us	to	everything"	[Edmund	Burke	The	Origin	of	our	Ideas	of	the	Sublime	and	Beautiful]"a	custom""More	honoured	in	the	breach	than	the	observance"	[William	Shakespeare	Hamlet]Collins	Thesaurus	of	the	English	Language	–	Complete	and	Unabridged	2nd	Edition.	2002	©	HarperCollins
Publishers	1995,	2002noun1.	A	habitual	way	of	behaving:consuetude,	habit,	habitude,	manner,	practice,	praxis,	usage,	usance,	use,	way,	wont.adjective	The	American	Heritage®	Roget's	Thesaurus.	Copyright	©	2013,	2014	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	Published	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	All	rights	reserved.	 ،هَداعرجَْتمَ 	 عم 	 لمُاعت 	 ،هنابِز

فرُْعفرُْع skikstamkundervanekundekredsBrauchSitteUsusZollGebrauchcoutumehabitudemœursclientèlecostumeabitudineclientelaconsuetudinepreferenza	come	clienteįprastaiįprotismuitasmuitinėpaprastaiklientūraparadumsparažapastāvīgi	pircējigewoonteheffingtolaccijnsbekendheidобычайпошлинасбортрадициязаведениеCollins	Spanish	Dictionary	-	Complete	and	Unabridged	8th
Edition	2005	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1971,	1988	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1992,	1993,	1996,	1997,	2000,	2003,	2005Collins	English/French	Electronic	Resource.	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	2005Collins	German	Dictionary	–	Complete	and	Unabridged	7th	Edition	2005.	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1980	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1991,	1997,	1999,	2004,
2005,	2007Collins	Italian	Dictionary	1st	Edition	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1995	(ˈkastəm)	noun1.	what	a	person	etc	is	in	the	habit	of	doing	or	does	regularly.	It's	my	custom	to	go	for	a	walk	on	Saturday	mornings;	religious	customs.	gewoonte	 فرُْع 	 ،هَداع 	навик	costume	zvyk	der	Brauch	vane;	skik	συνήθεια,	έθιμοcostumbre	komme	 وخ 	 ؛تداع 	tapa	habitudeמנהג	฀฀฀฀	običaj	szokás	kebiasaan
venja,	vani	abitudine	習慣		įprotis,	paprotys	paraža;	paradums	kebiasaan	gewoontevane,	skikk,	kutymezwyczaj	 رادرک 	،	 تداع 	costume	obicei	обычай	zvyk	navada	običaj	sed[vänja],	bruk,	vana	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	gelenek,	töre	習慣	звичка;	звичай	 تداع 	 ،جاور 	 ،مسر 	thói	quen	习惯2.	the	regular	buying	of	goods	at	the	same	shop	etc;	trade	or	business.	The	new	supermarkets	take	away	custom	from	the	small	shops.
klandisie	 رجَْتمَ 	 عم 	 لمُاعت 	 ،هنابِز 	обичай	clientela	zákazníci	die	Kundschaft	kundekreds;	stamkunder	πελατείαclientela	ostjaskond	 مسر 	 ؛لاور 	asiakassuhde	clientèle	 תֹוחֹוקָל 	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	roba	vevőkör	pelanggan	viðskipti	clientela	得意先		pastovūs	pirkėjai/klientai	klientūra;	pastāvīgi	pircēji	pelanngan	biasa	klandiziehandelhandel,	interes	 جاور 	 ،مسر 	clientela	cli​en​​telă	закупки;	покупатели	zákazníci	
mušterija	kunder,	kundkrets	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	müşteri	經常性惠顧	клієнтура;	покупці	 ىراديرخ 	 اي 	 ىكهاگ 	 لقتسم 	khách	quen	经常性的光顾ˈcustomary	adjectiveˈcustomarily	adverb	tradisioneel	 هّيدايتعا 	 ةروصب 	обикновено	habitualmente	obvykle	üblicherweise	almindeligvis;	sædvanligvis	κατά	το	έθιμο	habitualmente	tavapäraselt	 ًافرع 	 ؛ًلاومعم 	tavallisesti	habituellementכנהוג
uobičajeno	szokás	szerint	biasanya	vanalega;	á	venjulegan	hátt	abitualmente	習慣で		įprastai,	paprastai	parasti;	ierasti	kebiasaannya	gebruikelijkvanligvis,	i	sin	alminnelighet	zwyczajowo	 ُاجورم 	،	 ُلاومعم 	habitualmente	(în	mod)	obişnuit	привычно	obvikle	običajno	uobičajeno	vanligt,	sedvanligt,	brukligt	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀;	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	alışıldığı	şekilde,	töre	gereğince	習慣性地	звичайний;
звичний	 ًاتداع،لومعم 	 بسح 	theo	thói	quen	习惯性地ˈcustomer	noun1.	a	person	who	buys	from	a	shop	etc.	our	regular	customers.	klant	 ليمَع 	 ،نوبزُ 	клиент	cliente	zákazník	der	Kunde	kunde	πελάτηςcliente	klient	 یرتشم 	asiakas	client/-ente	לקוח	฀฀฀฀฀฀	kupac	vevő	pembeli	viðskiptavinur	cliente	顧客		pirkėjas,	klientas	pircējs;	klients	pelanggan	klantkundeklient	 یکنوتسیخا 	cliente	client	покупатель;	клиент
zákazník,	-čka	kupec,	stranka	mušterija	kund	฀฀฀฀฀฀	müşteri	顧客	покупець;	клієнт	 راديرخ 	 ،ک ฀	 اگ 	khách	hàng	顾客2.	used	jokingly	for	a	person.	a	strange	customer.	persoon	 راوطلأا 	 بيرَغ 	 صخشَ :	 نوبز 	чешит	indivíduo	chlápek,	individuum	der	Bursche	fyr;	type	τύποςtipo	sell	 فرط 	 ؛مدآ 	tyyppi	individuטיפוס	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀	mušterija	pofa	individu	(undarlegur)	náungi	individuo	やつ	
ventunderlig	skruegość	 فرط 	 ،یVس 	indivíduo	individ,	tip	тип;	субъект	indivíduum	tip	teška	osoba	underlig	figur,	kuf	฀฀฀฀฀	adam,	şahıs	傢伙	тип;	суб'єкт	 ىمدآ 	 بيجع 	 ،ىمدآ 	gã	家伙ˈcustoms	noun	plural1.	(the	government	department	that	collects)	taxes	paid	on	goods	coming	into	a	country.	Did	you	have	to	pay	customs	on	those	watches?;	He	works	for	the	customs;	(also	adjective)	customs	duty.
aksyns	 كرَمجُلا 	 موسرُ 	мито	alfândega	clo;	celní	der	Zoll	toldvæsen;	told-	τελωνείο,	δασμοίaduana	tolliasutus,	tollimaks	 یکرمگ 	 ؛تایلام 	tulli	douaneמכס	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	carina	vám	bea	cukai	tollyfirvöld;	innflutningstollur	diritti	doganali	関税		muitas,	muitinė	muita;	muitas-	kastam	douanetollcło	 Yیکرم 	،	 هیلام 	alfândega	vamal)	таможенные	пошлины;	таможня	clo;	colný	carina,	carinski	carina	
tull[ar],	tullavgift[er]	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	gümrük	關稅	мито,	митний	 دمآربو 	 دمآرد 	 لوصحم 	thuế	nhập	khẩu	关税2.	the	place	at	a	port	etc	where	these	taxes	are	collected.	I	was	searched	when	I	came	through	customs	at	the	airport.	doeane	 كرُمجُلا 	 بَتكمَ 	митница	alfândega	celnice	der	Zoll	tolden	τελωνείοaduana	toll	 تاکرمگ 	 شخب 	tulli	douane	 סֶכמֶ 	 תיֵּב 	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	carina	vám	duane	tollheimta	dogana	税関	
kastam	douanetollen	urząd	celny	 هخرب 	 Yکرم 	митниця	海關	gümrük	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	tullen	carina	carina	colnica	таможня	досмотр;	таможенныи	vamă	alfândega	د	 	฀ه	 ىتوه 	 یگيئادا 	 ىك 	 تلاوصحم 	 رپ 	 ںاهج 	hải	quan	海关Kernerman	English	Multilingual	Dictionary	©	2006-2013	K	Dictionaries	Ltd.	→	 فرُْع 	zvyklost	skik	Brauch	έθιμο	costumbre	tapa	coutume	običaj	costume	風習		gewoonte	sedvane	zwyczaj	costume	обычай	sed
฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	adet	phong	tục	习惯Multilingual	Translator	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	2009English-Spanish	Medical	Dictionary	©	Farlex	2012	Want	to	thank	TFD	for	its	existence?	Tell	a	friend	about	us,	add	a	link	to	this	page,	or	visit	the	webmaster's	page	for	free	fun	content.	Link	to	this	page:	These	old	gentlemen	--	seated,	like	Matthew	at	the	receipt	of	custom,	but	not	very
liable	to	be	summoned	thence,	like	him,	for	apostolic	errands	--	were	Custom-House	officers.He	had	been	shut	up	in	the	Custom	House,	and	he	was	to	he	transferred	to	London	the	next	day.He	ordered	at	the	same	time	that	all	the	Apes	be	arranged	in	a	long	row	on	his	right	hand	and	on	his	left,	and	that	a	throne	be	placed	for	him,	as	was	the	custom	among	men.It	is	true,	that
what	is	settled	by	custom,	though	it	be	not	good,	yet	at	least	it	is	fit;	and	those	things	which	have	long	gone	together,	are,	as	it	were,	confederate	within	themselves;	whereas	new	things	piece	not	so	well;	but	though	they	help	by	their	utility,	yet	they	trouble	by	their	inconformity."But,"	he	continued,	in	his	fierce	guttural	tones,	"if	you	run	off	with	the	red	girl	it	is	I	who	shall
have	to	account	to	Tal	Hajus;	it	is	I	who	shall	have	to	face	Tars	Tarkas,	and	either	demonstrate	my	right	to	command,	or	the	metal	from	my	dead	carcass	will	go	to	a	better	man,	for	such	is	the	custom	of	the	Tharks.There	is	indeed	another	custom,	which	I	cannot	altogether	approve	of:	when	the	king	has	a	mind	to	put	any	of	his	nobles	to	death	in	a	gentle	indulgent	manner,	he
commands	the	floor	to	be	strewed	with	a	certain	brown	powder	of	a	deadly	composition,	which	being	licked	up,	infallibly	kills	him	in	twenty-four	hours.One	custom	of	this	country	deserves	to	be	remarked:	when	a	stranger	comes	to	a	village,	or	to	the	camp,	the	people	are	obliged	to	entertain	him	and	his	company	according	to	his	rank.Then	silence	being	made,	Warner	reminds
them	of	the	old	School-house	custom	of	drinking	the	healths,	on	the	first	night	of	singing,	of	those	who	are	going	to	leave	at	the	end	of	the	half.Then,	according	to	foreign	custom,	the	presentations	took	place.-	Their	Contempt	of	Beards-	Ornaments-	Armor	and	Weapons.-Mode	of	Flattening	the	Head.-	Extent	of	the	Custom.-	Religious	Belief.-	The	Two	Great	Spirits	of	the	Air	and
of	the	Fire.-	Priests	or	Medicine	Men.-	The	Rival	Idols.-	Polygamy	a	Cause	of	Greatness-	Petty	Warfare.-	Music,	Dancing,	Gambling.-	Thieving	a	Virtue.-	Keen	Traders-	Intrusive	Habits	-	Abhorrence	of	Drunkenness-	Anecdote	of	Comcomly.Strolling	along	the	native	runways	in	the	fringe	of	jungle	just	beyond	the	beach,	as	was	his	custom,	to	see	whatever	he	might	pick	up,	the
steward	had	picked	up	Kwaque.Both	states	have	their	common	meals,	and	the	Lacedaemonians	called	these	formerly	not	psiditia	but	andpia	,	as	the	Cretans	do;	which	proves	from	whence	the	custom	arose.	nounsee	also	customs	jump	to	other	results	[countable,	uncountable]	an	accepted	way	of	behaving	or	of	doing	things	in	a	society	or	a	communityIt's	a	local	custom.an
ancient	customa	burial/marriage	customa	tribal	customShe	grew	up	with	Chinese	customs	and	traditions.	according	to	custom	According	to	custom,	one	son	inherited	all	the	family	property.	custom	of	doing	something	Widows	observed	the	custom	of	wearing	black.	it	is	the	custom	for	somebody	to	do	something	It	is	the	custom	in	that	country	for	women	to	marry
young.Wordfindercivil	rightsclassconformconventionculturecustomeliteequalityoutsidersocietyExtra	ExamplesThe	custom	died	out	in	the	nineteenth	century.The	rules	have	grown	up	through	custom	and	are	not	laid	down	by	law.These	customs	still	prevail	in	remote	areas.They	poured	wine	around	the	trees	in	accordance	with	local	custom.They	still	follow	the	custom	of
pinning	money	to	the	bride's	dress.It	is	the	custom	here	to	put	flowers	on	the	graves	at	Easter.The	custom	of	using	Latin	for	legal	records	came	to	an	end.They	were	unfamiliar	with	local	customs	and	culture.the	custom	of	giving	presents	at	ChristmasGuyanese	custom	dictates	that	the	child	be	given	a	piece	of	gold	jewellery	for	good	luck	soon	after	birth.Topics	Religion	and
festivalsb1Oxford	Collocations	Dictionaryadjectiveverb	+	customfollowobservepractise/​practice…custom	+	verbprepositionaccording	to	a/​the	customin	accordance	with	(a/​the)	customthrough	custom…phrasesSee	full	entry	[singular]	(formal	or	literary)	the	way	a	person	always	behaves	synonym	habit,	practiceIt	was	her	custom	to	rise	early.As	was	his	custom,	he	knocked	three
times.Extra	ExamplesIt	is	my	custom	to	keep	my	word.They	were	seated,	as	was	their	custom,	in	the	summer	house.He	then	repeated	the	question,	as	his	custom	was.	[uncountable]	(British	English,	formal)	(also	business	North	American	English,	British	English)	the	fact	of	a	person	or	people	buying	goods	or	services	at	a	shop	or	businessThank	you	for	your	custom.	Please	call
again.We've	lost	a	lot	of	custom	since	prices	went	up.	Word	OriginMiddle	English:	from	Old	French	coustume,	based	on	Latin	consuetudo,	from	consuetus,	past	participle	of	consuescere	‘accustom’,	from	con-	(expressing	intensive	force)	+	suescere	‘become	accustomed’.See	custom	in	the	Oxford	Advanced	American	DictionarySee	custom	in	the	Oxford	Learner's	Dictionary	of
Academic	English	Nearby	words	custodian	noun	custody	noun	custom	noun	custom	adjective	customarily	adverb	From	Middle	English	custume,	borrowed	from	Anglo-Norman	custume,	inherited	from	Latin	consuētūdinem,	a	noun	derived	from	cōnsuēscō,	from	con-	(“with”)	+	suēscō	(“become	used	or	accustomed	to”).	Doublet	of	costume	and	consuetude.	The	adjectival	form
first	appears	c.	1830.	IPA(key):	/ˈkʌstəm/	custom	(countable	and	uncountable,	plural	customs)	Frequent	repetition	of	the	same	behavior;	way	of	behavior	common	to	many;	ordinary	manner;	habitual	practice;	method	of	doing,	living	or	behaving.	Much	forbidden	by	elder	custom	is	accepted	today.	c.	1599–1602	(date	written),	William	Shakespeare,	“The	Tragedie	of	Hamlet,
Prince	of	Denmarke”,	in	Mr.	William	Shakespeares	Comedies,	Histories,	&	Tragedies	[…]	(First	Folio),	London:	[…]	Isaac	Iaggard,	and	Ed[ward]	Blount,	published	1623,	→OCLC,	[Act	I,	scene	iv]:A	custom	More	honour'd	in	the	breach	than	the	observance.	1611,	The	Holy	Bible,	[…]	(King	James	Version),	London:	[…]	Robert	Barker,	[…],	→OCLC,	Acts	16:20-21:20	[…]	These	men
being	Iewes,	do	exceedingly	trouble	our	city,21	And	teach	customes	which	are	not	lawfull	for	vs	to	receiue,	neither	to	obserue,	being	Romanes.	a.	1627	(date	written),	Francis	Bacon,	“A.D.	1610.	Ætat.	50.”,	in	James	Spedding,	editor,	The	Works	of	Francis	Bacon,	[…]:	The	Letters	and	the	Life	of	Francis	Bacon	[…],	volume	IV,	London:	Longmans,	Green,	Reader,	and	Dyer,
published	1858,	→OCLC,	page	194:For	first	Mr.	Dier's	opinion	was	that	the	ancient	custom	for	exportation	was	by	the	common	laws;	and	goeth	furder,	that	that	ancient	custom	was	the	custom	upon	wools,	woolfells,	and	leather.	(dated	outside	UK)	Habitual	buying	of	goods	from	one	same	vendor.	1710	September	28,	Joseph	Addison,	The	Whig	Examiner,	number	3:Let	him	have
your	custom,	but	not	your	votes.	(law)	Long-established	practice,	considered	as	unwritten	law,	and	resting	for	authority	on	long	consent.	Compare	prescription.	Synonym:	usage	1888,	Francis	Wharton,	A	Commentary	on	the	Law	of	Evidence	in	Civil	Issues,	3rd	edition,	volume	2,	page	188:The	distinction	between	custom	and	usage	it	that	usage	is	a	fact	and	custom	is	a	law.
There	can	be	usage	without	custom,	but	not	custom	without	usage.	Traditional	beliefs	or	rituals.	The	Ancient	Egyptian	culture	had	many	distinctive	and	interesting	beliefs	and	customs;	one	custom	was	the	mummification	of	the	dead.	A	custom	(made-to-order)	piece	of	art,	etc.	2019	May	31,	Abella	Art	&	Design,	tweet:	The	rest	of	the	necklace	holders	finally	came	in!	If	you
bought	a	custom	from	me	thank	you	so	much	for	your	patience!	I’m	gonna	try	my	best	to	crank	them	out	as	fast	as	possible	2020	July	28,	“Paying	for	porn:	How	much	is	appropriate?”,	in	Slate	Magazine:Oftentimes	I	have	trouble	finding	enough	women	to	buy	customs	from.	Strangely	enough,	finding	women	to	take	hundreds	of	dollars	for	a	selfie	isn’t	as	easy	as	you’d	think.
(obsolete)	Familiar	acquaintance;	familiarity.	c.	1606–1607	(date	written),	William	Shakespeare,	“The	Tragedie	of	Anthonie	and	Cleopatra”,	in	Mr.	William	Shakespeares	Comedies,	Histories,	&	Tragedies	[…]	(First	Folio),	London:	[…]	Isaac	Iaggard,	and	Ed[ward]	Blount,	published	1623,	→OCLC,	[Act	II,	scene	ii]:Age	can	not	wither	her,	nor	custom	staleHer	infinite	variety.
(archaic,	uncountable)	Toll,	tax,	or	tribute.	1769,	Bible,	Authorised	King	James	Version,	Oxford	standard	text,	Romans,	xiii,	7:	Render	therefore	to	all	their	dues:	tribute	to	whom	tribute	is	due;	custom	to	whom	custom;	fear	to	whom	fear;	honour	to	whom	honour.	fashionfolkwayhabitpracticeusagewonewont	custom	(not	comparable)	Made	or	done	in	a	way	adjusted	to	fit	the
needs	of	a	particular	person	or	group	(e.g.,	customer,	health	care	patient,	do-it-yourselfer),	and	thus	specialized	and,	in	some	cases,	unique.	Synonym:	bespoke	(chiefly	Commonwealth)	Near-synonyms:	custom-made,	tailored,	tailor-made,	custom-built,	purpose-built;	see	also	Thesaurus:custom-made	My	feet	are	very	large,	so	I	need	custom	shoes,	specially	made	by	a	custom
tailor.	Own,	personal,	not	standard	or	premade.	We	can	embroider	a	wide	range	of	ready	designs	or	a	custom	logo.	(archaic)	Accustomed;	usual.	customlycustom-madecustom	madenoncustom	custom	(third-person	singular	simple	present	customs,	present	participle	customing,	simple	past	and	past	participle	customed)	(transitive,	obsolete)	To	make	familiar;	to	accustom.	a.
1771	(written,	published	posthumously)	Thomas	Gray,	Agrippina	Have	not	forgot	your	sire;	the	eye	of	Rome	And	the	Prætorian	camp	have	long	revered,	With	customed	awe	the	daughter,	sister,	wife,	And	mother	of	their	Cæsars	(transitive,	obsolete)	To	supply	with	customers.	1605,	Francis	Bacon,	“The	Second	Booke”,	in	The	Twoo	Bookes	of	Francis	Bacon.	Of	the	Proficience
and	Aduancement	of	Learning,	Diuine	and	Humane,	London:	[…]	[Thomas	Purfoot	and	Thomas	Creede]	for	Henrie	Tomes,	[…],	→OCLC,	folio	52,	recto:But	yet	a	man	might	reply,	that	if	a	Shooemaker	ſhould	haue	no	Shooes	in	his	Shoppe,	but	onely	worke,	as	hee	is	beſpoken,	hee	ſhould	bee	weakley	cuſtomed.	(transitive,	obsolete)	To	pay	the	customs	of.	c.	1589–1590	(date
written),	Christopher	Marlo[we],	edited	by	Tho[mas]	Heywood,	The	Famous	Tragedy	of	the	Rich	Iew	of	Malta.	[…],	London:	[…]	I[ohn]	B[eale]	for	Nicholas	Vavasour,	[…],	published	1633,	→OCLC,	Act	I:Barabas,	thy	ships	are	safe,Riding	in	Malta	Rhode;	and	all	the	merchantsWith	other	merchandize	are	safe	arriv'd,And	have	sent	me	to	know	whether	yourselfWill	come	and
custom	them.	(intransitive,	obsolete)	To	have	a	custom.	1596,	Edmund	Spenser,	“Book	V,	Canto	II”,	in	The	Faerie	Queene.	[…],	part	II	(books	IV–VI),	London:	[…]	[Richard	Field]	for	William	Ponsonby,	→OCLC,	stanza	7,	page	198:For	on	a	Bridge	he	cuſtometh	to	fight,	/	Which	is	but	narrow,	but	exceeding	long;	/	And	in	the	ſame	are	many	trap	fals	pight,	/	Through	which	the
rider	downe	doth	fall	through	ouerſight.	consuetudecostumalcostumecustomarycustomercustomizationcustomize	“custom”,	in	Webster’s	Revised	Unabridged	Dictionary,	Springfield,	Mass.:	G.	&	C.	Merriam,	1913,	→OCLC.	William	Dwight	Whitney,	Benjamin	E[li]	Smith,	editors	(1911),	“custom”,	in	The	Century	Dictionary	[…],	New	York,	N.Y.:	The	Century	Co.,	→OCLC.	From
Middle	English	custume,	from	Anglo-Norman	custume,	from	Old	French	coustume,	from	Vulgar	Latin	*cōnsuētūmen,	from	Latin	cōnsuētūdinem,	accusative	singular	of	cōnsuētūdō	(“custom,	habit”),	from	cōnsuēscō	(“accustom,	habituate”),	from	con-	(“with”)	+	suēscō	(“become	used	or	accustomed”),	inchoative	form	of	sueō	(“I	am	accustomed”),	perhaps	from	suus	(“one's	own,
his	own”);	see	consuetude.	Displaced	native	Middle	English	wune,	wone	(“custom,	habit,	practice”)	(from	Old	English	wuna	(“custom,	habit,	practice,	rite”)),	Middle	English	side,	sid	(“custom”)	(from	Old	English	sidu,	sido	(“custom,	note,	manner”)),	Middle	English	cure	(“custom,	choice,	preference”)	(from	Old	English	cyre	(“choice,	choosing,	free	will”)).	From	Wiktionary
Middle	English	custume	from	Old	French	costume	from	Latin	cōnsuētūdō	cōnsuētūdin-	from	cōnsuētus	past	participle	of	cōnsuēscere	to	accustom	com-	intensive	pref.	com–	suēscere	to	become	accustomed	s(w)e-	in	Indo-European	roots	From	American	Heritage	Dictionary	of	the	English	Language,	5th	Edition	noun	(11)adjective	(2)a	habitual	practice;	the	usual	way	of	acting	in
given	circumstances.habits	or	usages	collectively;	convention.a	practice	so	long	established	that	it	has	the	force	of	law.such	practices	collectively.Sociology.	a	group	pattern	of	habitual	activity	usually	transmitted	from	one	generation	to	another.toll;	duty.customs,(used	with	a	singular	or	plural	verb)	duties	imposed	by	law	on	imported	or,	less	commonly,	exported	goods.(used
with	a	singular	verb)	the	government	department	that	collects	these	duties.(used	with	a	singular	verb)	the	section	of	an	airport,	station,	etc.,	where	baggage	is	checked	for	contraband	and	for	goods	subject	to	duty.regular	patronage	of	a	particular	shop,	restaurant,	etc.the	customers	or	patrons	of	a	business	firm,	collectively.the	aggregate	of	customers.(in	medieval	Europe)	a
customary	tax,	tribute,	or	service	owed	by	peasants	to	their	lord.made	specially	for	individual	customers.dealing	in	things	so	made,	or	doing	work	to	order.a	usual	or	habitual	practice;	typical	mode	of	behaviourthe	long-established	habits	or	traditions	of	a	society	collectively;	conventioncustom	dictates	good	mannersa	practice	which	by	long-established	usage	has	come	to	have
the	force	of	lawsuch	practices	collectively	(esp	in	the	phrase	custom	and	practice	)habitual	patronage,	esp	of	a	shop	or	businessthe	customers	of	a	shop	or	business	collectively(in	feudal	Europe)	a	tribute	paid	by	a	vassal	to	his	lord“Collins	English	Dictionary	—	Complete	&	Unabridged”	2012	Digital	Edition	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986	©	HarperCollins
Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2012made	to	the	specifications	of	an	individual	customer	(often	in	the	combinations	custom-built	,	custom-made	)specializing	in	goods	so	made“Collins	English	Dictionary	—	Complete	&	Unabridged”	2012	Digital	Edition	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,
2006,	2007,	2009,	2012Origin	of	custom1First	recorded	in	1150–1200;	Middle	English	custume,	from	Anglo-French;	Old	French	costume,	from	Vulgar	Latin	co(n)s(uē)tūmin-	(unrecorded),	replacing	Latin	consuētūdin-,	stem	of	consuētūdō	“habit,	practice,	tradition,”	from	consuē(tus)	“accustomed”	(past	participle	of	consuēscere	“to	accustom	onself,”	from	con-	con-	+	suēscere
“to	become	accustomed,”	akin	to	suus	“one's	own”)	+	-tūdō	-tude;	costumeOrigin	of	custom1C12:	from	Old	French	costume,	from	Latin	consuētūdō,	from	consuēscere	to	grow	accustomed	to,	from	suēscere	to	be	used	toCustom,	habit,	practice	mean	an	established	way	of	doing	things.	Custom,	applied	to	a	community	or	to	an	individual,	implies	a	more	or	less	permanent
continuance	of	a	social	usage:	It	is	the	custom	to	give	gifts	at	Christmas	time.	Habit,	applied	particularly	to	an	individual,	implies	such	repetition	of	the	same	action	as	to	develop	a	natural,	spontaneous,	or	rooted	tendency	or	inclination	to	perform	it:	to	make	a	habit	of	reading	the	newspapers.	Practice	applies	to	a	set	of	fixed	habits	or	an	ordered	procedure	in	conducting
activities:	It	is	his	practice	to	verify	all	statements.Examples	have	not	been	reviewed.Paul,	as	is	his	custom,	did	not	miss	the	opportunity	to	psychologically	attack	his	rival.Taylor	was	returning	from	a	weeklong	vacation	in	Turks	and	Caicos	with	his	wife	and	daughter,	who	were	in	a	separate	customs	line,	when	a	CBP	agent	asked,	“Are	you	from	California?”Early	reviews	were
harsh,	the	box	office	was	shaky,	and	the	70mm	print	was	delayed	at	customs.In	the	meantime,	Thai	customs	officers	are	continuing	their	efforts	to	stem	the	flood	of	cannabis	though	their	airports.A	curvy	couch	is	outside	of	the	box,	literally,	and	can	help	achieve	a	more	custom,	interesting	look,	says	Andrews.method	policy	practice	rite	rule	style	system	What	does	custom
mean?As	a	noun,	custom	means	a	longstanding	practice	of	a	person	(such	as	a	daily	habit)	or	a	group	(such	as	a	cultural	practice).As	an	adjective,	custom	describes	something	made	to	unique	specifications,	especially	something	one	of	a	kind.	Its	synonym	is	custom-made.The	word	customs	with	an	s	refers	to	fees	paid	on	imported	goods,	or	the	government	department	that
handles	such	things.	It	is	also	the	name	of	the	checkpoint	in	the	airport	where	incoming	luggage	and	goods	are	inspected	for	prohibited	items.Example:	When	I	travel	abroad,	it’s	my	custom	to	bring	home	a	custom-made	souvenir	that	highlights	the	artistic	customs	of	the	people	who	live	in	that	place.	The	items	are	usually	very	unique,	which	often	leads	to	a	lot	of	questions
when	I	go	through	customs	at	the	airport!custodycustomableBrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppqqrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact	usCookies,	terms,	&	privacyHelpFollow	usGet	the	Word	of	the	Day	every	day!©	2025	Dictionary.com,	LLC


