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Home	»	Microbiology	»	Biochemistry	A	molecule	is	a	fundamental	unit	in	the	realm	of	chemistry,	representing	a	group	of	two	or	more	atoms	bound	together	by	chemical	bonds.	These	bonds	arise	due	to	interactions	between	the	electrons	of	the	participating	atoms.	Delving	deeper	into	the	nature	and	significance	of	molecules:Basic	Composition:Atoms:
The	foundational	units	of	matter,	atoms	consist	of	a	nucleus	(containing	protons	and	neutrons)	surrounded	by	electrons	that	orbit	in	specific	shells	or	valence	orbits.Electron	Interactions:	Electrons,	especially	those	in	the	outermost	shell,	play	a	pivotal	role	in	bond	formation.	Their	interactions,	either	through	sharing	or	transferring,	lead	to	the
formation	of	molecules.Types	of	Molecular	Bonds:Covalent	Bonds:	Formed	when	atoms	share	electrons,	covalent	bonds	can	be	single,	double,	or	triple,	based	on	the	number	of	shared	electrons.	Such	bonds	are	integral	to	biology	due	to	their	strength	and	energy-storing	capability.	For	instance,	the	energy	stored	in	covalent	bonds	of	food	molecules	is
released	upon	digestion,	facilitated	by	enzymes	and	other	microorganisms.Ionic	Bonds:	When	one	atom	donates	an	electron	to	another,	the	resultant	charged	entities	(ions)	attract	each	other	to	form	ionic	bonds.	However,	these	bonds	do	not	lead	to	the	formation	of	molecules	in	the	strictest	sense.Nature	of	Molecules:Homonuclear	Molecules:
Comprising	atoms	of	a	single	element,	like	oxygen	in	O2.Heteronuclear	Molecules:	Composed	of	different	elements,	such	as	water	(H2O)	with	two	hydrogen	atoms	and	one	oxygen	atom.Diatomic	Molecules:	Molecules	with	just	two	atoms,	which	can	be	homonuclear	like	hydrogen	(H2)	or	heteronuclear	like	water	(H2O).Significance	in	Life:Carbon-
based	Molecules:	Carbon’s	ability	to	form	four	covalent	bonds	makes	it	central	to	life,	leading	to	the	formation	of	diverse	molecules	in	conjunction	with	elements	like	hydrogen	(H2),	oxygen	(O2),	and	nitrogen	(N2).Adenosine	Triphosphate	(ATP):	A	quintessential	molecule	in	living	beings,	ATP	stores	and	releases	energy,	crucial	for	various	biological
processes.Historical	Perspective:The	concept	of	molecules	has	ancient	roots,	but	rigorous	scientific	exploration	began	in	the	17th	century.	Pioneers	like	Robert	Boyle,	Amedeo	Avogadro,	and	Linus	Pauling	have	significantly	advanced	our	understanding,	leading	to	the	modern	fields	of	molecular	physics	and	chemistry.In	essence,	molecules	are	the
building	blocks	of	matter,	arising	from	the	intricate	dance	of	atomic	electrons.	Their	diverse	structures	and	interactions	underpin	the	vast	array	of	substances	and	life	processes	we	observe.Definition	of	MoleculeA	molecule	is	a	group	of	two	or	more	atoms	bonded	together,	representing	the	smallest	fundamental	unit	of	a	chemical	compound	that
retains	the	chemical	properties	of	that	compound.Characteristics	Of	MoleculesMolecules,	as	fundamental	units	in	the	realm	of	chemistry,	exhibit	specific	attributes	that	define	their	nature	and	behavior.	The	following	elucidates	the	primary	characteristics	of	molecules:Definitive	Structural	Units:	Molecules	represent	the	most	rudimentary	units	of	a
substance	that	retain	distinct	chemical	and	physical	attributes.	They	serve	as	the	foundational	building	blocks	of	matter,	encapsulating	the	essence	of	the	substance	they	constitute.Inherent	Size	and	Mass:	Every	molecule	possesses	an	intrinsic	size	and	mass,	determined	by	the	number	and	type	of	atoms	it	encompasses.	This	inherent	mass	is	pivotal	in
various	chemical	reactions	and	processes.Atomic	Composition	and	Ratio:	Molecules	are	formed	when	two	or	more	atoms,	either	of	the	same	element	or	different	elements,	coalesce	through	chemical	bonds.	The	proportion	of	these	constituent	atoms	within	a	molecule	remains	constant	for	a	given	compound,	ensuring	its	unique	identity.Loss	of
Substance	Property	upon	Disintegration:	A	molecule’s	integrity	is	crucial	for	the	preservation	of	the	properties	of	the	substance	it	represents.	When	a	molecule	disintegrates,	it	yields	individual	atoms.	These	resultant	atoms	exhibit	chemical	and	physical	traits	that	diverge	significantly	from	the	original	molecule.In	essence,	molecules	are	quintessential
entities	in	the	chemical	domain,	characterized	by	their	unique	composition,	size,	and	the	properties	they	bestow	upon	substances.	Their	stability	and	integrity	are	paramount	for	the	preservation	of	the	inherent	characteristics	of	the	materials	they	form.Biological	molecules,	often	referred	to	as	biomolecules,	are	the	fundamental	entities	that	underpin
the	structure	and	function	of	living	organisms.	These	molecules	are	primarily	composed	of	elements	such	as	carbon,	oxygen,	nitrogen,	and	phosphorous.	They	can	range	from	simple	molecules	like	water	(H2O)	to	intricate	polymeric	structures.	Herein,	we	explore	the	primary	categories	of	biological	molecules:Basic	structure	of	a
protein.Proteins:Nature	and	Composition:	Proteins	are	polymeric	structures	synthesized	from	monomeric	units	known	as	amino	acids.	These	amino	acids	are	encoded	by	the	DNA	within	cells	and	assemble	in	specific	sequences	to	form	peptides,	which	further	fold	into	complex	protein	structures.Functions:	Proteins	are	multifunctional.	They	act	as
enzymes	catalyzing	biochemical	reactions,	serve	as	hormones	regulating	metabolic	and	growth	processes,	form	antibodies	that	defend	against	pathogens,	and	contribute	to	the	structural	framework	of	organisms.Lipids:Nature	and	Composition:	Lipids	encompass	a	diverse	group	of	organic	compounds,	including	fats,	oils,	waxes,	and	steroids.	They	are
primarily	esters	of	glycerol	and	fatty	acids,	characterized	by	varying	chain	lengths	and	saturation	levels.Amphiphilic	Nature:	Phospholipids,	a	subtype	of	lipids,	exhibit	both	hydrophilic	(water-attracting)	and	hydrophobic	(oil-attracting)	properties.	This	dual	nature	is	crucial	for	forming	cellular	membranes.Carbohydrates:Nature	and	Composition:
Carbohydrates	are	energy	reservoirs.	They	consist	of	monomeric	units	called	saccharides,	which	can	polymerize	to	form	polysaccharides.	While	animals	primarily	utilize	glucose	for	energy,	plants	produce	and	store	energy	in	complex	carbohydrates	like	starch.Functions:	Apart	from	energy	storage,	carbohydrates	like	cellulose	provide	structural
support	in	plants,	forming	a	vital	component	of	the	cell	wall.Nucleic	Acids:Nature	and	Composition:	Nucleic	acids,	namely	DNA	(Deoxyribonucleic	acid)	and	RNA	(Ribonucleic	acid),	are	sequences	of	nucleotides.	These	nucleotides	comprise	nitrogenous	bases:	adenine	(A),	thymine	(T),	guanine	(G),	and	cytosine	(C)	in	DNA.Functions:	Nucleic	acids	are
the	genetic	blueprints	of	life.	The	specific	sequences	of	the	nitrogenous	bases	in	DNA	encode	information	essential	for	synthesizing	proteins	and	other	life	processes.	This	genetic	information	is	transmitted	across	generations,	ensuring	the	continuity	of	life.Phospholipids	of	the	plasma	membrane.		|	Image	Credit:	of	DNA.In	summation,	biological
molecules	are	the	cornerstone	of	life,	each	playing	a	distinct	role	in	ensuring	the	proper	functioning	and	continuity	of	living	organisms.	Their	intricate	structures	and	diverse	functions	underscore	the	complexity	and	beauty	of	life	at	the	molecular	level.Classification	of	MoleculesMolecules,	the	foundational	units	in	the	realm	of	chemistry,	are	formed
when	atoms	bond	together.	These	atoms	can	either	be	from	the	same	element	or	from	different	elements.	Based	on	their	composition,	molecules	can	be	broadly	categorized	into	two	main	types:	Molecules	of	Elements	and	Molecules	of	Compounds.Molecules	of	Elements:Definition:	These	molecules	consist	of	atoms	from	a	single	element	chemically
bonded	together.Examples:	Oxygen	(O2),	Nitrogen	(N2),	and	Chlorine	(Cl2)	are	typical	examples	where	two	atoms	of	the	same	element	bond	together.Atomicity:	This	term	denotes	the	number	of	atoms	present	in	a	molecule	of	an	element.	For	instance,	the	atomicity	of	oxygen	(O2)	is	2.Sub-Classification	Based	on	Atomicity:Monoatomic:	Comprising
only	a	single	atom,	examples	include	noble	gases	like	Argon	and	Helium.Diatomic:	Comprising	two	atoms,	examples	include	Hydrogen	(H2),	Oxygen	(O2),	and	Chlorine	(Cl2).Triatomic:	Comprising	three	atoms	of	the	same	element,	Ozone	(O3)	is	a	classic	example.Polyatomic:	Comprising	four	or	more	atoms,	examples	include	certain	forms	of	Boron,
Sulphur,	and	Phosphorus.	Fullerene,	with	a	large	number	of	carbon	atoms,	also	falls	under	this	category.Molecules	of	Compounds:Definition:	These	molecules	are	formed	when	atoms	from	different	elements	bond	together,	resulting	in	a	compound	with	distinct	properties.Examples:	Methane	(CH4),	where	one	carbon	atom	bonds	with	four	hydrogen
atoms;	Ammonia	(NH3),	where	one	nitrogen	atom	bonds	with	three	hydrogen	atoms;	and	Carbon	Dioxide	(CO2),	where	one	carbon	atom	bonds	with	two	oxygen	atoms.In	essence,	the	classification	of	molecules	provides	a	structured	way	to	understand	their	composition	and	the	nature	of	the	atoms	that	constitute	them.	Whether	it’s	a	simple	diatomic
molecule	like	Oxygen	(O2)	or	a	complex	polyatomic	molecule	like	Fullerene,	each	has	its	unique	structure	and	properties,	playing	a	crucial	role	in	various	chemical	and	biological	processes.Molecular	BondingMolecular	bonding	is	a	fundamental	concept	in	the	realm	of	chemistry,	governing	the	interactions	between	atoms	and	the	formation	of
molecules.	The	nature	of	these	bonds	is	determined	by	the	electrons,	particularly	those	in	the	outermost	shell,	known	as	valence	electrons.	Here,	we	delve	into	the	intricacies	of	molecular	bonding:Atomic	Structure:Nucleus:	At	the	core	of	an	atom	lies	the	nucleus,	housing	protons	(positively	charged)	and	neutrons	(neutral).Electron	Cloud:
Surrounding	the	nucleus	are	electrons,	negatively	charged	particles,	distributed	in	specific	orbits	or	shells.	The	number	of	protons	and	electrons	in	an	atom	is	equal,	rendering	the	atom	electrically	neutral.Valence	Electrons	and	Reactivity:Electron	Distribution:	Electrons	are	distributed	across	various	orbits,	with	each	orbit	having	a	defined	capacity.
While	inner	orbits	have	electrons	strongly	attracted	to	the	nucleus,	the	outermost	orbit	electrons	experience	weaker	attractions.Role	in	Bonding:	The	electrons	in	the	outermost	shell,	or	valence	electrons,	play	a	pivotal	role	in	bond	formation.	Their	number	dictates	the	atom’s	chemical	properties	and	reactivity.Types	of	Bonds:Covalent	Bonds:	When
atoms	share	electrons,	they	form	covalent	bonds.	Depending	on	the	number	of	shared	electrons,	atoms	can	form	single,	double,	or	triple	covalent	bonds.	These	bonds	are	robust,	often	found	in	biological	molecules,	storing	energy	vital	for	living	organisms.	To	harness	this	energy,	organisms	deploy	enzymes	to	break	these	bonds.Ionic	Bonds:	At	times,
atoms	transfer	electrons.	The	donor	atom	becomes	a	positively	charged	cation,	while	the	recipient	becomes	a	negatively	charged	anion.	The	electrostatic	attraction	between	these	oppositely	charged	ions	results	in	an	ionic	bond.	A	classic	example	is	the	formation	of	sodium	chloride	(NaCl)	from	sodium	(Na+)	and	chloride	(Cl–)	ions.Physical	State	of
Ionic	Compounds:Ionic	compounds,	due	to	their	nature,	are	typically	solid	or	occasionally	liquid	at	ambient	conditions.In	conclusion,	molecular	bonding	is	a	dynamic	interplay	of	atomic	structures	and	electron	interactions.	Whether	through	sharing	or	transferring	electrons,	atoms	find	ways	to	achieve	stability,	leading	to	the	diverse	array	of	molecules
and	compounds	we	observe	in	the	natural	world.Examples	of	MoleculeMolecules,	particularly	those	based	on	carbon,	play	a	pivotal	role	in	the	biochemistry	of	living	organisms.	Their	diverse	structures	and	functionalities	underpin	the	myriad	processes	that	sustain	life.	Here,	we	explore	two	quintessential	examples	of	molecules	that	have	profound
biological	significance:Carbon-Based	Molecules:Significance	of	Carbon:	Carbon,	with	its	tetravalency,	possesses	the	unique	ability	to	form	four	covalent	bonds.	This	facilitates	the	formation	of	a	vast	array	of	molecules,	both	simple	and	complex,	by	associating	with	elements	like	hydrogen	(H2),	oxygen	(O2),	and	nitrogen	(N2).Evolutionary	Perspective:
Many	evolutionary	theories	postulate	that	life’s	early	emergence	on	Earth	was	catalyzed	by	the	synthesis	of	diverse	carbon-based	molecules.	The	inherent	flexibility	imparted	by	double	bonds	between	carbon	atoms	allows	these	molecules	to	engage	in	versatile	interactions,	such	as	receptor	binding,	which	is	crucial	for	various	biological
functions.Adenosine	Triphosphate	(ATP):Role	in	Energy	Metabolism:	ATP	is	universally	recognized	as	the	primary	energy	currency	of	cells.	It	captures	and	stores	energy	during	metabolic	processes	like	respiration	and	glycolysis,	where	glucose	is	broken	down.Molecular	Composition:	ATP	is	a	complex	molecule,	comprising	elements	like	carbon,
oxygen,	phosphorous,	and	nitrogen.	Structurally,	it	features	a	cyclic	core	with	a	terminal	phosphate	group	(PO4–).Energy	Release:	The	hydrolysis	of	the	terminal	phosphate	bond	in	ATP	releases	energy.	This	energy	is	harnessed	by	enzymes	to	catalyze	various	biochemical	reactions.	Following	this	hydrolysis,	ATP	is	converted	to	adenosine	diphosphate
(ADP)	and	a	free	phosphate	group,	awaiting	another	cycle	of	energy	storage.In	essence,	molecules	like	carbon-based	compounds	and	ATP	underscore	the	intricate	and	dynamic	nature	of	biological	systems.	Their	roles,	from	providing	structural	flexibility	to	storing	and	transferring	energy,	are	fundamental	to	the	continuity	and	vitality	of	life.QuizWhat
is	the	smallest	unit	of	a	compound	that	retains	the	chemical	properties	of	that	compound?a)	Atomb)	Electronc)	Protond)	MoleculeWhich	of	the	following	is	a	diatomic	molecule?a)	O2b)	H2Oc)	CH4d)	CO2Which	type	of	bond	is	formed	when	atoms	share	electrons?a)	Ionic	bondb)	Covalent	bondc)	Metallic	bondd)	Hydrogen	bondWhich	molecule	is	known
as	the	universal	solvent?a)	Oxygenb)	Carbon	dioxidec)	Waterd)	MethaneWhich	of	the	following	is	NOT	a	molecule?a)	Neb)	N2c)	O2d)	H2How	many	atoms	are	present	in	a	molecule	of	H2O?a)	1b)	2c)	3d)	4Which	molecule	is	essential	for	cellular	respiration?a)	CO2b)	O2c)	N2d)	CH4Which	of	the	following	molecules	is	responsible	for	genetic	information
in	cells?a)	Proteinb)	Lipidc)	DNAd)	CarbohydrateWhich	molecule	is	known	as	the	energy	currency	of	the	cell?a)	Glucoseb)	ATPc)	Amino	acidd)	Fatty	acidWhich	type	of	bond	is	formed	due	to	the	transfer	of	electrons	from	one	atom	to	another?a)	Covalent	bondb)	Hydrogen	bondc)	Ionic	bondd)	Metallic	bondFAQA	molecule	is	a	group	of	two	or	more
atoms	held	together	by	chemical	bonds,	forming	a	distinct	entity	with	specific	properties.Atoms	are	the	basic	units	of	matter,	consisting	of	protons,	neutrons,	and	electrons.	Molecules	are	formed	when	two	or	more	atoms	bond	together.The	primary	types	of	molecular	bonds	are	covalent	(atoms	share	electrons)	and	ionic	(atoms	transfer	electrons,
leading	to	attraction	between	positive	and	negative	ions).Water	is	considered	a	molecule	because	it	consists	of	two	hydrogen	atoms	bonded	to	one	oxygen	atom,	forming	a	distinct	chemical	entity.No,	most	molecules	are	too	small	to	be	seen	without	the	aid	of	a	microscope.	However,	collections	of	molecules,	like	a	drop	of	water,	are	visible.Molecules
interact	through	various	forces	like	hydrogen	bonding,	van	der	Waals	forces,	and	ionic	interactions,	depending	on	their	structure	and	the	environment.Molecules	are	fundamental	to	life,	serving	as	building	blocks	(like	DNA	and	proteins),	energy	sources	(like	glucose	and	ATP),	and	performing	countless	other	functions	essential	for	survival	and
growth.Yes,	air	is	a	mixture	of	various	gaseous	molecules,	including	nitrogen	(N2),	oxygen	(O2),	carbon	dioxide	(CO2),	and	others.Molecules	are	studied	using	various	techniques	like	spectroscopy,	chromatography,	and	X-ray	crystallography,	which	provide	insights	into	their	structure,	composition,	and	interactions.Yes,	molecules	can	be	broken	down
into	their	constituent	atoms	or	smaller	molecules	through	chemical	reactions	or	physical	processes	like	heating.ReferencesEdwards,	C.,	Lai,	T.,	Ros,	K.,	Honke,	G.,	Cho,	K.,	&	Ji,	H.	(2022).	Translation	between	molecules	and	natural	language.	arXiv	preprint	arXiv:2204.11817.Bader,	R.	F.	(1985).	Atoms	in	molecules.	Accounts	of	chemical	research,
18(1),	9-15.Li,	Y.,	&	Zhao,	D.	(2013).	Basics	of	Molecular	Biology.	Molecular	Imaging:	Fundamentals	and	Applications,	541–601.	G.	(2002).	Mechanics	of	biomolecules.	Journal	of	the	Mechanics	and	Physics	of	Solids,	50(11),	2237-2274.Edwards,	C.,	Lai,	T.,	Ros,	K.,	Honke,	G.,	Cho,	K.,	&	Ji,	H.	(2022).	Translation	between	molecules	and	natural	language.
arXiv	preprint	arXiv:2204.11817.	Generate	flashcards,	quizzes,	and	ask	questions	to	deepen	your	understanding	Please	login	to	use	this	AI.Login	here	A	molecule	is	an	electrically	neutral	group	of	atoms	held	together	by	chemical	bonds.A	molecule	is	defined	as	an	electrically	neutral	group	of	two	or	more	atoms	connected	by	chemical	bonds.	Here	are
examples	of	molecules	and	a	look	at	the	difference	between	a	molecules,	compounds,	and	ions.An	atom	is	the	smallest	unit	of	an	element.	All	atoms	of	a	single	element	contain	the	same	number	of	protons.	Atoms	cannot	be	further	divided	using	any	chemical	method.	In	contrast,	a	molecule	is	the	unit	of	a	pure	substance.	A	molecule	consists	of	more
than	one	atom.	A	given	molecule	has	a	constant	composition,	which	means	the	ratio	of	different	atoms	is	always	the	same.	Identical	molecules	also	display	the	same	chemical	properties.	Unlike	atoms,	molecules	may	be	broken	by	chemical	reactions.	Breaking	all	of	the	chemical	bonds	in	a	molecule	results	in	a	collection	of	atoms.A	molecule	may
consist	of	two	or	more	atoms	of	a	single	element	or	atoms	of	different	elements.	Here	are	some	examples	of	molecules:H2O	(water)N2	(nitrogen)O3	(ozone)CaO	(calcium	oxide)CO2	(carbon	dioxide)C6H12O6	(glucose,	a	type	of	sugar)NaCl	(table	salt)Hemoglobin	(C738H1166N812O203_S2Fe)Vitamin	C	or	ascorbic	acid	(C6H8O6)Deoxyribonucleic	acid
(DNA)Molecules	are	classified	according	to	their	composition:Diatomic	molecule	–	A	diatomic	molecule	consists	of	only	two	atoms.	These	may	be	atoms	of	a	single	element	(homonuclear)	or	atoms	of	different	elements	(heteronuclear).	O2	is	an	example	of	a	homonuclear	diatomic	molcule.	HCl	is	an	example	of	a	heteronuclear	diatomic
molecule.Polyatomic	molecule	–	A	polyatomic	molecule	consists	of	more	than	two	atoms.	Glucose	(C6H12O6)	and	water	(H2O)	are	examples	of	polyatomic	molecules.Macromolecule	–	A	macromolecule	is	a	very	large	molecule,	often	consisting	of	subunits.	Proteins	and	DNA	are	examples	of	macromolecules.Another	way	to	classify	molecules	is	by	their
chemical	bonds.Covalent	molecule	–	Covalent	molecules	consist	of	atoms	connected	by	covalent	chemical	bonds.	Covalent	molecules	consist	of	nometals.	In	a	pure	covalent	molecule,	the	atoms	have	the	same	electronegativity	values.	Examples	of	pure	covalent	molecules	are	H2	and	O3.	In	polar	covalent	molecules,	the	atoms	have	slightly	different
electronegativity	values.	Examples	of	polar	covalent	molecules	are	water	(H2O)	and	hydrochloric	acid	(HCl).Ionic	molecule	–	Ionic	molecules	consist	of	both	metals	and	nonmetals	(with	a	few	exceptions).	The	cation	(first	part	of	the	molecule)	and	anion	(second	part	of	the	molecule)	have	very	different	electronegativity	values.	Ionic	molecules	display
extreme	polarity,	but	usually	when	someone	talks	about	a	polar	molecule,	they	mean	a	polar	covalent	molecule.	Examples	of	ionic	molecules	include	salt	(NaCl),	ammonium	acetate	(NH4CH3CO2	–	an	ionic	compound	consisting	only	of	nonmetals),	and	sodium	hydroxide	(NaOH).A	compound	consists	of	two	or	more	different	elements	joined	by	chemical
bonds.	water	(H2O)	and	hydrochloric	acid	(HCl)	are	compounds.	Hydrogen	gas	(H2)	and	ozone	(O3)	are	molecules,	but	not	compounds.	All	compounds	are	molecules	but	not	all	molecules	are	compounds.A	molecule	is	electrically	neutral.	The	total	number	of	protons	and	electrons	is	the	same.	An	ion	contains	a	different	number	of	protons	and
electrons.	If	there	are	more	protons,	the	ion	carries	a	positive	charge.	If	there	are	more	electrons,	the	ion	carries	a	negative	charge.	An	ion	can	start	as	an	atom	(O2-)	or	a	molecule	(H3O+).	You	can	tell	it	apart	from	a	molecule	because	it	always	has	a	+	or	–	superscript	for	its	charge.Examples	of	substances	that	are	not	molecules	are	atoms	and	ions:H
(hydrogen	atom)Ag	(silver	atom)PO4–	(phosphate	ion)Additionally,	alloys	aren’t	exactly	molecules	or	compounds,	either.	This	is	because	an	alloy	consists	of	a	mixture	of	metals	and	nonmetals.	The	elements	may	form	some	chemical	bonds,	but	they	don’t	associate	in	a	fixed	mole	ratio.Brown,	T.L.;	Kenneth	C.	Kemp;	Theodore	L.	Brown;	Harold	Eugene
LeMay;	Bruce	Edward	Bursten	(2003).	Chemistry	–	The	Central	Science	(9th	ed.).	New	Jersey:	Prentice	Hall.	ISBN	978-0-13-066997-1.Chang,	Raymond	(1998).	Chemistry	(6th	ed.).	New	York:	McGraw	Hill.	ISBN	978-0-07-115221-1.	IUPAC	(1997).	“Molecule.”	Compendium	of	Chemical	Terminology	(2nd	ed.)	(the	“Gold	Book”).	Oxford:	Blackwell
Scientific	Publications.	ISBN	0-9678550-9-8.	doi:10.1351/goldbookZumdahl,	Steven	S.	(1997).	Chemistry	(4th	ed.).	Boston:	Houghton	Mifflin.	ISBN	978-0-669-41794-4.Related	Posts	Dive	into	the	world	of	molecules,	the	fundamental	building	blocks	of	matter	that	shape	everything	around	us.	This	comprehensive	guide	illuminates	the	intricate	dance	of
atoms	bonding	to	form	molecules,	essential	for	life	and	the	universe’s	vast	complexity.	From	water’s	simple	H2O	to	DNA’s	sophisticated	spiral,	we	unravel	the	mysteries	behind	molecular	formation,	properties,	and	their	pivotal	roles	in	chemical	reactions.	Perfect	for	students	and	educators,	our	examples	demystify	chemistry’s	core	concepts,
enhancing	understanding	and	sparking	curiosity	in	the	microscopic	world	that	constructs	our	macroscopic	reality.	A	molecule	is	a	group	of	two	or	more	atoms	bonded	together,	forming	the	smallest	unit	of	a	chemical	compound	that	retains	its	chemical	properties.	Atoms	in	a	molecule	are	held	together	by	chemical	bonds,	such	as	covalent	bonds,
where	they	share	electrons.	For	example,	a	water	molecule	(H₂O)	consists	of	two	hydrogen	atoms	and	one	oxygen	atom	bonded	together.	Molecules	can	vary	in	size	and	complexity,	from	simple	molecules	like	oxygen	(O₂)	to	large	molecules	like	proteins.	A	molecular	formula	represents	the	exact	number	and	types	of	atoms	in	a	molecule	using	element
symbols	and	numerical	subscripts.	It	indicates	the	composition	of	a	chemical	compound,	providing	essential	information	about	its	structure.	By	showing	the	specific	elements	and	their	quantities,	the	molecular	formula	allows	chemists	to	identify	substances,	understand	their	properties,	and	predict	their	behavior	in	reactions.	Water	(H₂O)	–	Essential
for	life;	used	for	drinking,	cooking,	and	cleaning.	Carbon	Dioxide	(CO₂)	–	Produced	by	respiration	and	combustion;	used	in	carbonated	beverages.	Oxygen	(O₂)	–	Necessary	for	respiration;	used	in	medical	oxygen	tanks.	Glucose	(C₆H₁₂O₆)	–	A	simple	sugar	for	energy;	found	in	many	foods.	Sodium	Chloride	(NaCl)	–	Common	table	salt;	used	in	cooking
and	preservation.	Ethanol	(C₂H₅OH)	–	Found	in	alcoholic	beverages;	used	as	a	solvent	and	sanitizer.	Methane	(CH₄)	–	Primary	component	of	natural	gas;	used	for	heating	and	cooking.	Acetic	Acid	(CH₃COOH)	–	Found	in	vinegar;	used	as	a	condiment	and	preservative.	Calcium	Carbonate	(CaCO₃)	–	Found	in	chalk,	limestone,	and	antacids.	Aspirin
(C₉H₈O₄)	–	Medication	for	pain,	fever,	and	inflammation.	Molecule	shapes	determine	the	three-dimensional	arrangement	of	atoms	within	a	molecule,	influencing	its	chemical	properties	and	reactions.	The	shape	of	a	molecule	results	from	the	repulsion	between	electron	pairs	around	a	central	atom,	described	by	the	Valence	Shell	Electron	Pair
Repulsion	(VSEPR)	theory.	Linear	Atoms	are	arranged	in	a	straight	line.	Example:	Carbon	dioxide	(CO₂).	Angular(	Bent	)	Atoms	form	an	angular	shape	due	to	lone	pairs	on	the	central	atom.	Example:	Water	(H₂O).	Trigonal	Planar	Atoms	form	a	flat,	triangular	shape	around	the	central	atom.	Example:	Boron	trifluoride	(BF₃).	Tetrahedral	Atoms	form	a
pyramid-like	shape	with	four	faces.	Example:	Methane	(CH₄).	Trigonal	Pyramidal	Similar	to	tetrahedral	but	with	one	lone	pair,	creating	a	pyramid	shape.	Example:	Ammonia	(NH₃).	Trigonal	Bipyramidal	Atoms	form	two	pyramids	sharing	a	common	base.	Example:	Phosphorus	pentachloride	(PCl₅).	Octahedral	Atoms	are	arranged	around	the	central
atom	in	the	shape	of	an	octahedron.	Example:	Sulfur	hexafluoride	(SF₆).	T-Shaped	Atoms	form	a	shape	resembling	the	letter	“T,”	usually	with	three	bonded	pairs	and	two	lone	pairs.	Example:	Chlorine	trifluoride	(ClF₃).	Diatomic	molecules	consist	of	two	atoms,	which	can	be	of	the	same	or	different	elements.	Examples	include:	Oxygen	(O₂)	Hydrogen
(H₂)	Carbon	monoxide	(CO)	Polyatomic	molecules	contain	more	than	two	atoms.	Examples	include:	Water	(H₂O)	Carbon	dioxide	(CO₂)	Methane	(CH₄)	Homonuclear	molecules	are	composed	of	atoms	of	the	same	element.	Examples	include:	Heteronuclear	molecules	consist	of	atoms	of	different	elements.	Examples	include:	Sulfur	dioxide	(SO₂)
Hydrochloric	acid	(HCl)	Organic	molecules	contain	carbon	atoms	and	are	typically	found	in	living	organisms.	Examples	include:	Glucose	(C₆H₁₂O₆)	Ethanol	(C₂H₅OH)	Inorganic	molecules	do	not	primarily	contain	carbon	atoms.	Examples	include:	Sodium	chloride	(NaCl)	Water	(H₂O)	Macromolecules	are	large,	complex	molecules	typically	found	in
biological	systems.	Examples	include:	Proteins	Nucleic	acids	(DNA	and	RNA)	Molecular	bonding	is	a	crucial	concept	in	the	realm	of	chemistry	that	explains	how	atoms	are	held	together	in	molecules.	As	educators,	your	role	is	pivotal	in	demystifying	this	complex	topic	for	your	students,	using	simple,	understandable	English	to	foster	a	deep
understanding	of	the	subject	matter.	In	covalent	bonds,	atoms	share	electrons	to	achieve	stability.	This	type	of	bond	often	forms	between	nonmetal	atoms.	For	example,	in	a	water	molecule	(H₂O),	oxygen	shares	electrons	with	two	hydrogen	atoms.	Ionic	bonds	form	when	one	atom	donates	an	electron	to	another	atom,	creating	ions	that	attract	each
other.	This	bond	usually	forms	between	metal	and	nonmetal	atoms.	For	instance,	in	sodium	chloride	(NaCl),	sodium	donates	an	electron	to	chlorine.	Metallic	bonds	occur	between	metal	atoms.	In	these	bonds,	electrons	move	freely	among	a	lattice	of	metal	cations,	creating	a	sea	of	electrons.	This	bond	gives	metals	their	characteristic	properties	like
conductivity	and	malleability.	Hydrogen	bonds	form	when	a	hydrogen	atom,	already	bonded	to	a	highly	electronegative	atom	like	oxygen	or	nitrogen,	experiences	attraction	to	another	electronegative	atom.	These	bonds	are	weaker	than	covalent	and	ionic	bonds	but	are	crucial	in	biological	molecules	like	DNA.	Van	der	Waals	forces	include	attractions
between	molecules	due	to	temporary	dipoles.	These	forces	are	the	weakest	type	of	molecular	bonding	but	play	a	significant	role	in	the	physical	properties	of	molecules,	like	boiling	and	melting	points.	The	size	of	a	molecule	depends	on	the	number	and	types	of	atoms	it	contains	and	the	arrangement	of	these	atoms.	Molecules	can	vary	significantly	in
size,	from	small	molecules	like	water	(H₂O)	with	just	three	atoms,	to	large	complex	molecules	like	proteins,	which	can	contain	thousands	of	atoms.	Molecular	size	affects	a	molecule’s	physical	and	chemical	properties,	including	its	boiling	and	melting	points,	solubility,	and	reactivity.	Scientists	measure	molecular	size	using	techniques	like	X-ray
crystallography	and	electron	microscopy	to	understand	better	how	molecules	interact	and	function	in	different	environments.	FeatureMoleculeCompoundDefinitionThe	smallest	unit	of	a	chemical	substance	that	can	exist	independently,	consisting	of	one	or	more	atoms	bonded	together.A	substance	made	up	of	atoms	of	two	or	more	different	elements
joined	by	chemical	bonds.CompositionCan	be	composed	of	one	or	more	atoms	of	the	same	element	or	different	elements.Must	consist	of	atoms	of	two	or	more	different	elements.ExampleOxygen	(O2)	can	be	a	molecule	made	up	of	two	oxygen	atoms.	Hydrogen	gas	(H2)	is	another	example,	with	two	hydrogen	atoms	bonded	together.Water	(H2O)	is	a
compound	consisting	of	two	hydrogen	atoms	and	one	oxygen	atom.	Sodium	chloride	(NaCl)	is	another	example,	made	of	sodium	and	chlorine	atoms.TypesHomonuclear	(same	element)	and	Heteronuclear	(different	elements)	molecules.No	specific	types,	but	can	vary	based	on	the	chemical	composition	and	the	type	of	chemical	bonds	(ionic,	covalent,
metallic,	etc.).PropertiesThe	properties	of	molecules	depend	on	the	types	and	arrangements	of	atoms	within	them.Compounds	have	properties	that	are	different	from	their	constituent	elements.BondingMolecules	are	formed	through	covalent	bonds	(sharing	of	electrons)	but	can	also	exist	in	metals	and	ionic	associations	under	broader
definitions.Compounds	can	be	formed	through	ionic	(transfer	of	electrons)	and	covalent	bonds.RepresentationCan	be	represented	by	molecular	formulas	showing	the	number	and	types	of	atoms.Represented	by	chemical	formulas	that	indicate	the	ratio	of	elements	present.	FeatureAtomMoleculeDefinitionThe	smallest	unit	of	an	element	that	retains	the
properties	of	that	element.A	group	of	two	or	more	atoms	bonded	together,	representing	the	smallest	fundamental	unit	of	a	chemical	compound	that	can	participate	in	a	chemical	reaction.CompositionConsists	of	protons,	neutrons,	and	electrons.Consists	of	two	or	more	atoms,	which	can	be	the	same	(e.g.,	O2)	or	different	(e.g.,	H2O).ExistenceCan	exist
independently.Cannot	exist	independently	without	atoms;	it’s	a	combination	of	atoms.PropertiesHas	a	unique	number	of	protons	that	defines	the	element.Has	properties	that	are	different	from	its	constituent	atoms.FormationDoes	not	form	through	bonding;	it	is	the	basic	building	block.Forms	through	chemical	bonds	between
atoms.ExamplesHydrogen	atom	(H),	Oxygen	atom	(O).Water	(H2O),	Carbon	Dioxide	(CO2)	Molecules,	the	smallest	units	of	chemical	compounds	that	can	exist	while	retaining	the	chemical	properties	of	the	compound,	exhibit	several	distinct	characteristics.	Understanding	these	characteristics	is	fundamental	to	the	study	of	chemistry	and	molecular
biology.	Below,	we	delve	into	some	of	the	key	features	that	define	molecules:	Molecules	are	composed	of	two	or	more	atoms	that	are	chemically	bonded	together.	These	atoms	can	be	of	the	same	element,	forming	a	molecule	of	an	element	(e.g.,	O2,	N2),	or	of	different	elements,	forming	a	compound	(e.g.,	H2O,	CO2).	The	type	and	number	of	atoms	in	a
molecule	determine	its	chemical	properties	and	reactivity.	The	atoms	within	molecules	are	held	together	by	chemical	bonds,	primarily	covalent	bonds,	where	electrons	are	shared	between	atoms.	Other	types	of	bonds,	such	as	ionic	and	hydrogen	bonds,	can	also	play	a	role	in	the	structure	and	properties	of	molecules.	The	strength	and	type	of	these
bonds	significantly	affect	the	molecule’s	stability,	shape,	and	interactions	with	other	molecules.	Beyond	the	molecular	formula,	the	structural	formula	of	a	molecule	shows	how	the	atoms	are	arranged	and	bonded	within	the	molecule.	This	visual	representation	is	crucial	for	understanding	the	molecule’s	geometry,	which	influences	its	chemical
behavior	and	interactions.	The	molecular	weight	(or	molecular	mass)	is	the	sum	of	the	atomic	weights	of	all	the	atoms	in	a	molecule.	It	is	a	critical	parameter	for	many	chemical	calculations,	including	stoichiometry	and	concentration	calculations	in	solutions.	Molecules	have	specific	physical	and	chemical	properties,	including	melting	point,	boiling
point,	solubility,	and	reactivity.	These	properties	arise	from	the	types	of	atoms	in	the	molecule,	their	arrangement,	and	the	nature	of	the	chemical	bonds	between	them.	For	instance,	the	polarity	of	a	molecule	affects	its	solubility	in	polar	or	non-polar	solvents.	Isomerism	is	a	phenomenon	where	molecules	with	the	same	molecular	formula	have
different	structural	arrangements	of	atoms,	leading	to	different	properties.	Isomers	can	have	vastly	different	chemical	behaviors,	showcasing	the	importance	of	atomic	arrangement	within	molecules.	Molecules	interact	with	light	in	various	ways,	including	absorption,	reflection,	and	fluorescence.	These	interactions	depend	on	the	molecule’s	structure
and	composition	and	are	the	basis	for	many	spectroscopic	techniques	used	to	identify	and	study	molecules.	The	reactivity	of	a	molecule	is	determined	by	its	composition,	structure,	and	the	nature	of	its	chemical	bonds.	Reactivity	influences	how	a	molecule	participates	in	chemical	reactions,	including	the	types	of	reactions	it	can	undergo	and	its	role	as
a	reactant	or	product.	Molecules	form	when	atoms	bond	through	covalent,	ionic,	or	metallic	bonds,	sharing	or	transferring	electrons.	Molecular	shapes	affect	physical	and	chemical	properties,	including	reactivity	and	interactions	with	other	molecules.	Molecular	sizes	vary	based	on	the	number	and	arrangement	of	atoms,	from	small	molecules	like	H₂O
to	large	proteins.	Molecular	bonds	determine	properties	like	melting/boiling	points,	solubility,	and	chemical	reactivity.	A	molecule	is	like	a	tiny	building	block	made	of	atoms	stuck	together,	creating	everything	around	us,	like	water	and	air.	A	molecule	is	a	group	of	two	or	more	atoms	bonded	together,	forming	the	smallest	unit	of	a	chemical	compound
with	unique	properties.	The	smallest	molecule	is	the	hydrogen	molecule	(H₂),	consisting	of	just	two	hydrogen	atoms	bonded	together.	The	heaviest	molecules	are	often	large	proteins	or	synthetic	polymers,	with	some	protein	molecules	reaching	millions	of	atomic	mass	units	(amu).	Yes,	H₂O	is	a	molecule	composed	of	two	hydrogen	atoms	and	one
oxygen	atom,	commonly	known	as	water.	Polyatomic	molecules	contain	more	than	two	atoms,	such	as	H₂O,	CO₂,	and	C₆H₁₂O₆.	Atoms	are	the	basic	or	fundamental	units	of	matter	that	rarely	exist	independently	but	combine	to	form	different	substances.	Whenever	two	or	more	atoms	combine,	they	form	a	molecule.	It	is	the	smallest	unit	of	a	chemical
substance	having	all	the	properties	of	that	substance.	Molecules	are	neutral	and	carry	no	charge.	If	a	molecule	splits	into	smaller	pieces,	it	makes	different	substances.	Shown	below	is	the	water	molecule	(H2O).	Molecule	All	objects	that	we	see	around	us	are	made	of	molecules.	From	living	objects	such	as	a	plant	or	an	animal,	including	humans,
inanimate	objects	like	a	chair,	table,	wall,	door,	windows,	books,	computer,	and	mobile	phones	are	all	made	of	molecules.	Examples	Oxygen	(O2),	ozone	(O3),	methane	(CH4),	sodium	chloride	(NaCl),	and	glucose	(C6H12O6)	are	some	other	common	examples	of	molecules.	Molecule	Examples	Elements	are	the	substance	that	makes	up	all	matter	on
earth.	Thus,	all	substances	are	either	made	of	a	pure	element	or	a	combination	of	two	or	more	elements.	A	molecule	is	made	up	of	atoms	of	one	or	more	elements.	For	example,	aluminum	is	a	pure	element	whose	molecule	is	made	up	of	a	single	element.	Likewise,	a	molecule	of	helium	consists	of	a	single	atom	of	the	element	helium.	On	the	other	hand,
an	oxygen	molecule	is	made	up	of	two	atoms	of	the	element	oxygen.	Sometimes	molecules	are	made	of	atoms	of	two	or	more	different	elements.	A	substance	made	of	those	types	of	molecules	is	called	a	chemical	compound.	Methane	is	a	chemical	compound	because	its	molecules	contain	one	carbon	atom	and	four	hydrogen	atoms.	Every	recipe	needs
some	ingredients.	When	the	ingredients	are	mixed	in	a	fixed	proportion,	they	make	a	dish.	Chemical	substances	are	made	in	the	same	way.	About	a	hundred	different	atoms	are	known	to	us,	but	we	know	millions	of	different	substances	to	exit.	How	is	that	possible?	It	is	possible	because	each	substance	is	made	of	different	types	of	atoms,	and	atoms
uniquely	combine	to	form	molecules.	For	example,	when	two	oxygen	atoms	and	one	carbon	atom	combine,	they	form	a	carbon	dioxide	molecule	written	as	CO2.	Again,	a	sugar	or	a	glucose	molecule	with	formula	C6H12O6	is	made	of	six	carbon	atoms,	twelve	hydrogen	atoms,	and	six	oxygen	atoms.	Some	other	examples	are	ammonia	(NH3:	one
nitrogen	atom	and	three	hydrogen	atoms),	methane	(CH4:	one	carbon	atom	and	four	hydrogen	atoms),	and	sucrose	(C12H22O11:	twelve	carbon	atoms,	twenty-two	hydrogen	atoms,	and	eleven	oxygen	atoms).	Thus,	the	only	way	a	specific	substance	is	formed	is	by	bonding	the	precise	number	and	kind	of	atoms	in	proper	order	or	orientation.	After
atoms	combine,	it	is	crucial	to	hold	them	together	for	the	stability	of	the	molecule.	The	forces	that	hold	the	atoms	in	a	molecule	are	known	as	chemical	bonds.	There	are	two	main	types	of	chemical	bonds	found	in	compounds:	1)	ionic	bonds	and	2)	covalent	bonds.	While	some	compounds	have	only	one	type	of	bond,	others	possess	both	of	them.	Both
types	of	bonds	involve	electrons	that	are	negatively	charged	particles	revolving	around	the	nucleus	in	a	fixed	path	or	shell.	The	shells	in	an	atom	follow	a	specific	rule	of	filling	up	electrons,	known	as	the	octet	rule.	The	outermost	shell	plays	a	crucial	role	in	forming	a	chemical	bond.	When	this	shell	is	partially-filled,	the	atoms	will	bond	to	complete	the
shell	with	electrons	and	form	the	chemical	bond.	1)	Ionic	Bonds:	Occurs	when	one	participating	atom	gives	up	an	electron	to	another	atom.	In	other	words,	one	atom	receives	an	electron	from	another	atom	to	form	a	stable	molecule	or	compound.	2)	Covalent	Bonds:	Occurs	when	two	or	more	participating	atoms	share	their	electrons	between	them	to
form	a	stable	molecule	or	compound.	The	geometry	and	arrangement	of	atoms	in	a	molecule	determine	the	chemical	and	physical	properties	of	a	molecule.Molecules	have	a	wide	range	of	shapes	like	long	spiral,	pyramidal,	spherical,	and	oval.Almost	65%	of	the	human	body	mass	consists	of	oxygen	atoms.	The	remaining	consist	of	18%	carbon,	9.5%
hydrogen,	and	3.2%	nitrogen	atoms.Protein,	lipids,	carbohydrates,	and	nucleic	acids	are	biological	molecules	that	form	our	body’s	structure.DNA,	a	type	of	nucleic	acid,	is	a	long-coiled	molecule	with	information	about	the	living	being.A	perfect	diamond	is	a	molecule	made	of	many	carbon	atoms	arranged	in	a	specific	order.	Q1.	What	is	the	difference
between	an	atom	and	a	molecule?	Ans.	The	difference	is	that	an	atom	is	the	smallest	and	the	most	fundamental	unit	of	matter	that	can	exist	independently.	A	molecule,	on	the	other	hand,	is	made	of	two	or	more	atoms.	Q2.	What	is	the	difference	between	a	molecule	and	a	compound?	Ans.	The	difference	is	that	a	molecule	is	a	group	of	two	or	more
atoms	held	together	by	chemical	bonds.	In	contrast,	a	compound	is	a	substance	formed	by	two	or	more	different	types	of	elements	combined	in	a	fixed	ratio.	Article	was	last	reviewed	on	Thursday,	February	2,	2023	The	terms	molecule,	compound,	and	atom	can	be	confusing!	Here's	an	explanation	of	what	a	molecule	is	(and	is	not)	with	examples	of
common	molecules.	A	molecule	is	two	or	more	atoms	that	form	chemical	bonds	with	each	other,	representing	the	smallest	unit	of	a	chemical	compound	with	all	the	physical	and	chemical	properties	of	the	compound.	It	doesn't	matter	if	the	atoms	are	the	same	or	are	different	from	each	other.	Molecules	may	be	simple	or	complex.	Here	are	examples	of
common	molecules:	H2O	(water)N2	(nitrogen)O3	(ozone)CaO	(calcium	oxide)C6H12O6	(glucose,	a	type	of	sugar)NaCl	(table	salt)	Molecules	made	up	of	two	or	more	elements	are	called	compounds.	Water,	calcium	oxide,	and	glucose	are	molecules	that	compound.	All	compounds	are	molecules;	not	all	molecules	are	compounds.	Single	atoms	of
elements	are	not	molecules.	A	single	oxygen,	O,	is	not	a	molecule.	When	oxygen	bonds	to	itself	(e.g.,	O2,	O3)	or	another	element	(e.g.,	carbon	dioxide	or	CO2),	molecules	are	formed.	Learn	more:	Types	of	Chemical	Bonds	List	of	Diatomic	Molecules	Photo	by:	lily	A	molecule	is	the	smallest	entity	of	a	pure	compound	that	retains	its	characteristic
chemical	properties,	and	consequently	has	constant	mass	and	atomic	composition.	It	is	an	assembly	of	nonmetallic	atoms	held	together	into	specific	shapes	by	covalent	bonds	.	As	much	as	a	car	is	a	single	unit	made	up	of	many	parts,	a	molecule	is	a	unit	made	up	of	atoms	bonded	around	each	other	in	certain	fixed	geometries.	Shapes	influence	the
physical	and	chemical	properties	and	consequently	much	of	the	chemistry	of	a	molecule.	While	molecules	may	be	monoatomic	(such	as	the	inert	gases	helium,	neon,	or	krypton),	most	molecules	are	diatomic,	triatomic,	or	polyatomic,	consisting	of	two	or	more	atoms	(some	molecules	may	be	a	collection	of	thousands	of	atoms).	A	diatomic	molecule	may
be	homonuclear	(e.g.,	O	2	or	N	2	)	or	heteronuclear	(e.g.,	CO	or	NO).	Similarly,	a	triatomic	molecule	may	be	homonuclear	(e.g.,	O	3	)	or	heteronuclear	(e.g.,	HCN).	The	modern	concept	of	the	covalent	bond	has	resulted	in	the	ability	to	predict	the	geometry	and	hence	the	properties	of	matter	such	as	reactivity,	toxicity,	and	solubility.	A	fundamental
challenge	in	chemistry	is	to	determine	the	arrangement	of	atoms	in	a	molecule	in	order	to	elucidate	its	bonding,	geometry,	and	properties.	Historical	Development	Since	Roman	times	matter	had	been	viewed	by	some	as	discrete	particles	somehow	linked	together.	Early	in	the	eighteenth	century	the	behavior	of	gases	was	viewed	as	a	function	of
kinetic	theory	.	Kinetic	theory	is	a	group	of	assumptions	to	explain	the	behavior	of	gases.	Among	these	assumptions	are	that	gases	are	individual	molecules	moving	in	straight	lines,	that	they	do	not	react	chemically	and	occupy	essentially	no	volume	compared	to	the	volume	between	molecules.	In	1805	English	chemist	and	physicist	John	Dalton	(1766–
1844)	proposed	that	atoms	form	compounds	by	joining	together	in	simple,	whole	numbers.	In	1811	Italian	chemist	Amedeo	Avogadro	(1776–1856)	solidified	the	distinction	between	molecules	and	atoms	by	proposing	that,	at	constant	temperature	and	pressure,	equal	volumes	of	all	A	three-dimensional	computer	model	of	a	protein	molecule	of	matrix
porin	found	in	the	E.	coli	bacteria.	gases	contain	equal	numbers	of	molecules.	While	Avogadro's	theory	was	published,	it	was	ignored	by	the	scientific	community	until	1858,	when	it	was	revived	by	Italian	chemist	Stanislao	Cannizzaro	(1826–1910),	thereby	reconciling	many	inconsistencies	chemists	were	observing.	During	this	same	time,	valency	(the
combining	capacity	of	an	atom)	was	defined	as	the	number	of	hydrogens	an	atom	can	combine	with.	Initially	the	structure	of	molecules	was	studied	using	chemical	methods,	thereby	identifying	composition,	chemical	reactions,	and	the	existence	of	isomers	.	It	was	understood	that	bonds	had	direction,	rigidity,	and	a	certain	degree	of	independence
from	molecule	to	molecule.	The	discovery	of	the	electron	in	1897	by	English	physicist	Joseph	John	Thomson	(1856–1940)	immediately	linked	electrons	with	covalent	bonding.	Though	attacked	vigorously	for	his	views,	Dutch	physical	chemist	Jacobus	Hendricus	van't	Hoff	(1852–1911)	discarded	the	flat-molecule	model	in	favor	of	geometric	relations
within	each	molecule.	His	brilliant	postulate	of	the	tetrahedral	arrangement	of	carbon	(proposed	simultaneously,	but	independently,	by	French	chemist	Joseph-Achille	Le	Bel	[1847–1930])	was	a	major	breakthrough	for	chemistry.	Later	in	the	nineteenth	century	the	advent	of	physical	methods	of	investigation	led	to	a	great	deal	of	additional	information
regarding	atomic	configuration.	Danish	physicist	Niels	Bohr	(1885–1962)	proposed	a	quantum	theory	of	the	hydrogen	atom	by	suggesting	that	the	electron	moves	about	its	nucleus	in	discrete	quanta	(the	energies	of	electrons	are	restricted	to	having	only	certain	values,	quanta,	much	as	stairs	do	as	opposed	to	a	ramp),	establishing	a	balance	between
the	electron's	centrifugal	force	and	its	attraction	for	the	nucleus.	It	was	not	until	1927	that	covalent	bonding	was	properly	understood,	thanks	to	the	contributions	of	American	physical	chemist	Gilbert	N.	Lewis	(1875–1946),	American	physicist	Edward	Uhler	Condon	(1902–1974),	German	physicist	Walter	Heitler	(1904–1981),	and	German	physicist
Fritz	London	(1900–1954).	In	his	1916	paper	The	Atom	and	the	Molecule	,	Lewis	proposed	that	a	chemical	(covalent)	bond	between	two	atoms	involves	the	sharing	of	electrons	between	the	nuclei.	Thus	a	single	bond	(for	hydrogen,	H-H)	results	when	an	electron	from	each	atom	forms	an	electron	pair	that	is	shared	between	the	two	nuclei	(H:H);	a
double	bond	involves	two	electrons	from	each	atom	(e.g.,	the	carbon-carbon	bond	in	(H:)	2	C::C(:H)	2	);	and	a	triple	bond	involves	three	electrons	from	each	atom	(e.g.,	the	carbon-carbon	bond	in	H:C:::C:H).	Such	representations	are	referred	to	as	Lewis	dot	structures.	Lewis	further	postulated	that	an	electron	octet	(and	in	a	few	cases	an	electron	pair)
forms	a	complete	shell	of	electrons	with	spatial	rigidity	and	chemical	inertness—hence	a	stable	arrangement.	American	chemist	Irving	Langmuir	(1881–1957)	proposed	that	many	chemical	facts	could	be	coordinated	by	applying	these	new	ideas.	Others	followed	by	suggesting	that	a	bond	is	a	balance	between	nucleus-nucleus	and	electron-electron
repulsions	and	electron-nuclei	attractions.	American	chemist	Linus	Pauling	(1901–1994)	assembled	these	ideas	in	his	seminal	book,	The	Nature	of	the	Chemical	Bond.	Valence	Shell	Electron	Pair	Repulsion	Theory	Molecular	geometries	are	determined	by	the	number	and	locations	of	valence	electrons	around	the	atoms.	Both	bonded	and	lone	pair
electrons	repel	each	other,	staying	as	far	apart	as	possible,	thereby	causing	the	molecule	to	occupy	specific	shapes	(much	as	balloons	assume	fixed	arrangements	when	tied	together).	These	geometries	are	important	in	determining	chemical	properties.	One	method	for	determining	the	structure	of	covalent	molecules	is	the	valence	shell	electron	pair
repulsion	(VSEPR)	method,	proposed	in	1957	by	Canadian	chemist	Ronald	Gillespie	and	Australian	chemist	Ronald	Nyholm	in	a	classic	paper	titled	"Inorganic	Stereochemistry."	The	theory	states	that	the	geometry	around	a	given	atom	is	a	function	primarily	of	minimizing	the	electron	pair	repulsions.	The	key	postulates	of	the	VSEPR	theory	are:	All
electrons	are	negatively	charged.	Bonds	are	electron	groups.	Lone	pair	and	bonded	electrons	(and	therefore	bonds)	repel	each	other.	Geometries	of	most	covalent	molecules	may	be	determined	by	following	these	steps:	Determine	the	central	atom.	This	may	be	the	atom	present	singly	(e.g.,	B	in	BF	3	),	the	larger	atom	(e.g.,	P	in	POCl	3	),	the	atom
written	in	the	center	(e.g.,	C	in	HCN),	or	the	atom	with	the	largest	number	of	bonds	(e.g.,	C	in	Cl	2	CO).	Determine	the	number	of	bonds	needed	for	each	atom	to	be	bonded	to	the	central	atom	and	write	the	corresponding	Lewis	dot	structure.	Thus,	for	Cl	2	CO,	each	chlorine	needs	a	single	bond	and	oxygen	needs	two	bonds;	the	Lewis	dot	structure
would	be	(Cl:)	2	C::O.	Note	that	a	single	bond	needs	a	pair	of	electrons	(one	group),	a	double	bond	needs	two	pairs	(also	one	group),	and	a	triple	bond	needs	three	pairs	(still	just	one	group,	since	it	points	in	one	direction	only).	Table	1.	Geometries	of	molecules	with	various	bonded	electron	groups	GEOMETRIES	OF	MOLECULES	WITH	VARIOUS
BONDED	ELECTRON	GROUPS	Electron	Groups	About	the	Central	Atom	Example	Shape	2	BeCl	2	linear	3	BCl	3	trigonal	planar	4	CH	4	tetrahedral	5	PF	5	trigonal	bipyramidal	6	SF	6	octahedral	Count	the	total	number	of	bonded	and	lone	pair	electron	groups	about	the	central	atom.	For	Cl	2	CO	it	would	be	three	(all	bonded)	groups.	In	the	case	of	:NH
3	it	would	be	one	lone	pair	group	and	three	bonded	groups	for	a	total	of	four	groups.	Establish	the	best	electronic	(counting	all	electron	groups)	and	molecular	(counting	only	bonded	groups)	geometries.	Table	1	summarizes	this	information	for	bonded	groups.	The	trigonal	bipyramidal	shape	merits	a	special	note.	Contrary	to	the	other	shapes,	it
possesses	two	types	of	bonds:	the	two	axial	bonds	located	at	180°	from	each	other,	and	the	three	equatorial	bonds	located	perpendicularly	to	the	axis	and	at	120°	from	each	other.	Each	of	the	examples	given	in	Table	1	has	only	bonded	electrons	around	its	central	atom.	The	existence	of	lone	pair	electrons	has	an	effect	on	the	geometry,	as	seen	in
Table	2.	For	example,	water	(H	2	O)	has	two	bonded	and	two	lone	pair	valence	electrons	about	the	central	atom,	oxygen.	Its	electronic	geometry,	determined	by	four	total	groups,	is	tetrahedral,	and	its	molecular	geometry	(meaning	the	H-O-H	shape)	is	bent.	Similarly,	the	:NH	3	molecule	has	three	Table	2.	Electronic	and	molecular	geometries	of
covalent	molecules	with	bonded	and	lone	pair	electrons	about	the	central	atom	ELECTRONIC	AND	MOLECULAR	GEOMETRIES	OF	COVALENT	MOLECULES	WITH	BONDED	AND	LONE	PAIR	ELECTRONS	ABOUT	THE	CENTRAL	ATOM	Electron	Groups	About	the	Central	Atom	Shape	Bonded	Lone	Pair	Example	Electronic	Molecular	1	1	TlCl	linear
linear	1	2	BiCl	trigonal	linear	1	3	HCl	tetrahedral	linear	2	1	SnCl	2	trigonal	bent	2	2	H	2	O	tetrahedral	bent	2	3	XeF	2	trigonal	bipyramidal	linear	3	1	PCl	3	tetrahedral	pyramidal	3	2	BrF	3	trigonal	bipyramidal	T-shaped	4	1	SF	4	trigonal	bipyramidal	distorted	tetrahedral	4	2	XeF	4	octahedral	square	planar	5	1	XeOF	4	octahedral	pyramidal	Models
representing	the	arrangement	of	atoms	in	a	chemical	molecule.	bonded	and	one	lone	pair	electron	groups	about	nitrogen,	giving	an	electronic	geometry	that	is	nearly	tetrahedral,	and	a	molecular	geometry	that	is	pyramidal	.	Because	two	bonded	pairs	repulse	less	than	a	bonded	pair	and	a	lone	pair,	which	in	turn	repulse	less	than	two	lone	pairs,	the
H-O-H	bond	angle	in	water	is	not	109.5°	as	expected	for	a	tetrahedron,	but	104.5°,	with	the	H-O	bonds	having	been	pushed	by	the	lone	pairs	toward	each	other.	For	the	trigonal	bipyramidal	shape,	lone	pairs	always	occupy	equatorial	planar	positions.	Thus,	the	molecular	geometry	of	BrF	3	is	T-shaped,	rather	than	trigonal	planar.	Properties	Both
physical	and	chemical	properties	are	affected	by	the	geometry	of	a	molecule.	For	instance,	the	polarity	of	a	molecule	is	determined	by	the	electronegativity	differences	of	its	atoms	(electronegativity	is	the	ability	of	an	atom	in	a	molecule	to	draw	electrons	toward	itself),	and	the	relative	geometries	of	the	atoms	within	the	molecule.	The	molecule	BCl	3	,
for	example,	displays	a	flat	triangle	(120°)	with	each	Cl	atom	pulling	electrons	symmetrically,	making	the	molecule	nonpolar	.	In	the	pyramidal	molecule	PCl	3	,	however,	all	chlorines	are	pulling	electrons	more	or	less	to	one	side,	making	the	molecule	polar.	Since	polarity	goes	hand	in	hand	with	solubility,	CF	4	is	a	nonpolar	tetrahedral	molecule	not
soluble	in	water,	whereas	SF	4	,	a	distorted	tetrahedron,	is	instantly	hydrolyzed	by	water.	Chemical	properties	are	also	very	dependent	on	geometries.	For	example,	in	the	square	planar	molecule	Pt(NH	3	)	2	Cl	2	,	the	chloro	(and	hence	the	ammonia)	ligands	may	be	placed	adjacent	to	each	other	(cis	isomer),	or	they	may	be	opposite	each	other	(trans
isomer).	In	addition	to	having	different	physical	properties,	their	chemical	reactivities	are	also	quite	remarkable.	The	cis	isomer	is	an	effective	treatment	of	testicular,	ovarian,	and	certain	other	cancers,	whereas	the	trans	isomer	is	ineffective.	Similarly,	the	linear,	nonpolar	CO	2	molecule	is	inert,	whereas	the	polar	CO	molecule	is	a	poison.	Other
Theories	The	VSEPR	theory	allows	chemists	to	successfully	predict	the	approximate	shapes	of	molecules;	it	does	not,	however,	say	why	bonds	exist.	The	quantum	mechanical	valence	bond	theory,	with	its	overlap	of	atomic	orbitals	,	overcomes	this	difficulty.	The	resulting	hybrid	orbitals	predict	the	geometries	of	molecules.	A	quantum	mechanical
graph	of	radial	electron	density	(the	fraction	of	electron	distribution	found	in	each	successive	thin	spherical	shell	from	the	nucleus	out)	versus	the	distance	from	the	nucleus	shows	maxima	at	certain	distances	from	the	nucleus—distances	at	which	there	are	higher	probabilities	of	finding	electrons.	These	maxima	correspond	to	Lewis's	idea	of	shells	of
electrons.	This	theory,	however,	treats	electrons	as	localized,	does	not	account	for	unpaired	electrons,	and	does	not	give	information	on	bond	energies.	The	molecular	orbital	theory	attempts	to	solve	these	shortcomings	by	considering	nuclei	arranged	as	in	a	molecule	and	determining	the	resulting	molecular	orbitals	when	electrons	are	fed	in	one	by
one.	The	electronic	and	molecular	geometries	of	covalent	molecules,	and	hence	their	resulting	polarities,	can	thus	be	predicted	fairly	accurately.	Armed	with	these	tools,	one	can	predict	whether	or	not	a	molecule	should	be	soluble,	reactive,	or	even	toxic.	Atkins,	Peter	W.	(1996).	Molecules.	New	York:	W.	H.	Freeman	and	Company.	Gillespie,	R.	J.,	and
Nyholm,	R.	S.	(1957).	"Inorganic	Stereochemistry."	Quarterly	Reviews	(London)	11:339–380.	Lewis,	Gilbert	N.	(1916).	"The	Atom	and	the	Molecule."	Journal	of	the	American	Chemical	Society	38:762–786.	Pauling,	Linus	(1960).	The	Nature	of	the	Chemical	Bond.	Ithaca,	NY:	Cornell	University	Press.	Pfennig,	Brian	W.,	and	Frock,	Richard	L.	(1999).
"The	Use	of	Molecular	Modeling	and	VSEPR	Theory	in	the	Undergraduate	Curriculum	to	Predict	the	Three-Dimensional	Structure	of	Molecules."	Journal	of	Chemical	Education	76(7):1018–1022.	Science	Chemistry	What	is	a	molecule	in	chemistry?	How	are	atoms	related	to	molecules?	What	are	the	different	types	of	molecules	based	on	their
composition?	How	do	molecules	form	chemical	bonds	with	each	other?	What	is	the	difference	between	a	compound	and	a	molecule?	How	can	molecules	be	represented	using	chemical	formulas	and	models?	What	role	do	molecules	play	in	chemical	reactions?	How	do	temperature	and	pressure	affect	the	behavior	of	molecules?	molecule,	a	group	of	two
or	more	atoms	that	form	the	smallest	identifiable	unit	into	which	a	pure	substance	can	be	divided	and	still	retain	the	composition	and	chemical	properties	of	that	substance.	The	division	of	a	sample	of	a	substance	into	progressively	smaller	parts	produces	no	change	in	either	its	composition	or	its	chemical	properties	until	parts	consisting	of	single
molecules	are	reached.	Further	subdivision	of	the	substance	leads	to	still	smaller	parts	that	usually	differ	from	the	original	substance	in	composition	and	always	differ	from	it	in	chemical	properties.	In	this	latter	stage	of	fragmentation	the	chemical	bonds	that	hold	the	atoms	together	in	the	molecule	are	broken.	water	moleculeA	water	molecule	is
made	up	of	two	hydrogen	atoms	and	one	oxygen	atom.	A	single	oxygen	atom	contains	six	electrons	in	its	outer	shell,	which	can	hold	a	total	of	eight	electrons.	When	two	hydrogen	atoms	are	bound	to	an	oxygen	atom,	the	outer	electron	shell	of	oxygen	is	filled.Atoms	consist	of	a	single	nucleus	with	a	positive	charge	surrounded	by	a	cloud	of	negatively
charged	electrons.	When	atoms	approach	one	another	closely,	the	electron	clouds	interact	with	each	other	and	with	the	nuclei.	If	this	interaction	is	such	that	the	total	energy	of	the	system	is	lowered,	then	the	atoms	bond	together	to	form	a	molecule.	Thus,	from	a	structural	point	of	view,	a	molecule	consists	of	an	aggregation	of	atoms	held	together	by
valence	forces.	Diatomic	molecules	contain	two	atoms	that	are	chemically	bonded.	If	the	two	atoms	are	identical,	as	in,	for	example,	the	oxygen	molecule	(O2),	they	compose	a	homonuclear	diatomic	molecule,	while	if	the	atoms	are	different,	as	in	the	carbon	monoxide	molecule	(CO),	they	make	up	a	heteronuclear	diatomic	molecule.	Molecules
containing	more	than	two	atoms	are	termed	polyatomic	molecules,	e.g.,	carbon	dioxide	(CO2)	and	water	(H2O).	Polymer	molecules	may	contain	many	thousands	of	component	atoms.	The	ratio	of	the	numbers	of	atoms	that	can	be	bonded	together	to	form	molecules	is	fixed;	for	example,	every	water	molecule	contains	two	atoms	of	hydrogen	and	one
atom	of	oxygen.	It	is	this	feature	that	distinguishes	chemical	compounds	from	solutions	and	other	mechanical	mixtures.	Thus	hydrogen	and	oxygen	may	be	present	in	any	arbitrary	proportions	in	mechanical	mixtures	but	when	sparked	will	combine	only	in	definite	proportions	to	form	the	chemical	compound	water	(H2O).	It	is	possible	for	the	same
kinds	of	atoms	to	combine	in	different	but	definite	proportions	to	form	different	molecules;	for	example,	two	atoms	of	hydrogen	will	chemically	bond	with	one	atom	of	oxygen	to	yield	a	water	molecule,	whereas	two	atoms	of	hydrogen	can	chemically	bond	with	two	atoms	of	oxygen	to	form	a	molecule	of	hydrogen	peroxide	(H2O2).	Furthermore,	it	is
possible	for	atoms	to	bond	together	in	identical	proportions	to	form	different	molecules.	Such	molecules	are	called	isomers	and	differ	only	in	the	arrangement	of	the	atoms	within	the	molecules.	For	example,	ethyl	alcohol	(CH3CH2OH)	and	methyl	ether	(CH3OCH3)	both	contain	one,	two,	and	six	atoms	of	oxygen,	carbon,	and	hydrogen,	respectively,
but	these	atoms	are	bonded	in	different	ways.	Not	all	substances	are	made	up	of	distinct	molecular	units.	Sodium	chloride	(common	table	salt),	for	example,	consists	of	sodium	ions	and	chlorine	ions	arranged	in	a	lattice	so	that	each	sodium	ion	is	surrounded	by	six	equidistant	chlorine	ions	and	each	chlorine	ion	is	surrounded	by	six	equidistant	sodium
ions.	The	forces	acting	between	any	sodium	and	any	adjacent	chlorine	ion	are	equal.	Hence,	no	distinct	aggregate	identifiable	as	a	molecule	of	sodium	chloride	exists.	Consequently,	in	sodium	chloride	and	in	all	solids	of	similar	type,	the	concept	of	the	chemical	molecule	has	no	significance.	Therefore,	the	formula	for	such	a	compound	is	given	as	the
simplest	ratio	of	the	atoms,	called	a	formula	unit—in	the	case	of	sodium	chloride,	NaCl.	Facts	You	Should	Know:	The	Periodic	Table	Quiz	Molecules	are	held	together	by	shared	electron	pairs,	or	covalent	bonds.	Such	bonds	are	directional,	meaning	that	the	atoms	adopt	specific	positions	relative	to	one	another	so	as	to	maximize	the	bond	strengths.	As
a	result,	each	molecule	has	a	definite,	fairly	rigid	structure,	or	spatial	distribution	of	its	atoms.	Structural	chemistry	is	concerned	with	valence,	which	determines	how	atoms	combine	in	definite	ratios	and	how	this	is	related	to	the	bond	directions	and	bond	lengths.	The	properties	of	molecules	correlate	with	their	structures;	for	example,	the	water
molecule	is	bent	structurally	and	therefore	has	a	dipole	moment,	whereas	the	carbon	dioxide	molecule	is	linear	and	has	no	dipole	moment.	The	elucidation	of	the	manner	in	which	atoms	are	reorganized	in	the	course	of	chemical	reactions	is	important.	In	some	molecules	the	structure	may	not	be	rigid;	for	example,	in	ethane	(H3CCH3)	there	is	virtually
free	rotation	about	the	carbon-carbon	single	bond.	A	molecule	is	the	smallest	unit	of	a	substance	that	can	participate	in	a	chemical	reaction	and	a	fundamental	component	of	matter.	You	can	think	of	molecules	as	words	and	the	atoms	that	form	them	as	letters	of	the	alphabet.	Just	as	letters	combine	to	form	words	with	different	meanings,	atoms
combine	to	create	a	wide	variety	of	molecules,	each	with	unique	properties	and	functions.	These	combinations	are	not	random;	they	follow	specific	rules	that	result	in	diverse	materials.	A	molecule’s	structure,	the	specific	arrangement	of	its	atoms,	determines	its	properties.	For	instance,	the	arrangement	of	atoms	in	a	water	molecule	gives	it	the	ability
to	dissolve	many	other	substances.	Atoms	Versus	Molecules	To	understand	molecules,	one	must	first	understand	atoms.	An	atom	is	the	smallest	unit	of	a	chemical	element,	like	a	single	particle	of	oxygen	or	hydrogen.	All	matter,	from	the	chair	you	are	sitting	on	to	the	air	you	breathe,	is	composed	of	these	tiny	particles.	Atoms	themselves	are	made	of
even	smaller	components:	protons	and	neutrons	in	a	central	nucleus,	with	electrons	orbiting	this	core.	The	number	of	protons	defines	what	element	an	atom	is;	for	example,	any	atom	with	six	protons	is	a	carbon	atom.	Molecules	are	formed	when	two	or	more	atoms	are	joined	together	by	chemical	bonds.	For	instance,	a	single	oxygen	atom	(O)	can
exist,	but	it	often	bonds	with	another	oxygen	atom	to	form	an	oxygen	molecule	(O2),	which	is	the	form	of	oxygen	we	breathe.	Similarly,	two	hydrogen	atoms	can	bond	with	one	oxygen	atom	to	create	a	water	molecule	(H2O).	This	means	that	all	molecules	are	composed	of	atoms,	but	not	all	atoms	are	part	of	a	molecule,	as	some	can	exist	individually.
The	key	distinction	lies	in	their	structure	and	stability.	A	single	atom	may	or	may	not	be	stable	on	its	own,	depending	on	the	number	of	electrons	in	its	outermost	shell.	Molecules,	however,	are	formed	because	the	resulting	arrangement	is	more	stable	than	the	individual	atoms	were.	How	Molecules	Are	Formed	The	formation	of	molecules	is	driven	by
the	interactions	of	electrons,	the	negatively	charged	particles	that	orbit	an	atom’s	nucleus.	Atoms	achieve	stability	when	their	outermost	electron	shell	is	full.	To	reach	this	state,	atoms	will	either	share,	donate,	or	accept	electrons	from	other	atoms,	creating	chemical	bonds	that	hold	them	together.	One	primary	type	of	bond	is	the	covalent	bond,	which



involves	the	sharing	of	electrons	between	atoms.	This	type	of	bond	typically	forms	between	non-metal	elements.	Consider	methane	(CH4),	the	main	component	of	natural	gas.	A	carbon	atom	has	four	electrons	in	its	outer	shell	and	needs	eight	for	stability,	which	it	achieves	by	sharing	electrons	with	four	hydrogen	atoms,	each	of	which	shares	its	single
electron.	Another	principal	type	of	bond	is	the	ionic	bond.	Unlike	the	sharing	seen	in	covalent	bonds,	an	ionic	bond	forms	when	one	atom	transfers	one	or	more	electrons	to	another.	This	process	creates	ions:	the	atom	that	loses	electrons	becomes	a	positively	charged	cation,	and	the	atom	that	gains	electrons	becomes	a	negatively	charged	anion.	The
electrostatic	attraction	between	these	opposite	charges	holds	the	ions	together.	A	common	example	is	sodium	chloride	(NaCl),	or	table	salt,	where	a	sodium	atom	donates	an	electron	to	a	chlorine	atom.	Major	Categories	of	Molecules	Molecules	can	be	sorted	into	two	main	categories:	organic	and	inorganic.	The	difference	lies	in	their	composition,
specifically	the	presence	of	carbon	atoms	and	their	relationship	with	hydrogen.	Organic	molecules	are	defined	by	the	presence	of	carbon	atoms,	nearly	always	bonded	to	hydrogen	atoms,	forming	carbon-hydrogen	(C-H)	bonds.	These	molecules	are	strongly	associated	with	living	organisms	and	are	the	building	blocks	for	carbohydrates,	lipids	(fats),
proteins,	and	nucleic	acids	like	DNA.	Examples	range	from	simple	molecules	like	methane	(CH4)	to	complex	ones	like	sucrose	(table	sugar,	C12H22O11)	and	the	proteins	that	make	up	hair	and	nails.	Inorganic	molecules,	on	the	other	hand,	generally	do	not	contain	carbon-hydrogen	bonds.	This	category	includes	a	wide	array	of	substances	such	as
salts,	metals,	and	minerals.	While	some	inorganic	compounds	like	carbon	dioxide	(CO2)	contain	carbon,	they	are	still	classified	as	inorganic	because	they	lack	the	characteristic	C-H	bond.	Common	examples	of	inorganic	molecules	include	water	(H2O)	and	sodium	chloride	(NaCl).	Essential	Molecules	for	Life	Certain	molecules	are	fundamental	to	life,
with	each	performing	a	specialized	role	related	to	its	atomic	structure	and	bonding.	Water	(H2O)	is	an	important	molecule	for	living	organisms.	Its	structure,	with	two	hydrogen	atoms	bonded	to	an	oxygen	atom,	creates	a	slight	electrical	charge,	making	it	an	excellent	solvent.	This	property	allows	it	to	dissolve	and	transport	nutrients	within	and
between	cells.	Most	biochemical	reactions	that	sustain	life	occur	in	a	water-based	environment.	Oxygen	(O2)	is	another	molecule	fundamental	to	many	life	forms.	Composed	of	two	oxygen	atoms	joined	by	a	covalent	bond,	it	is	a	primary	component	of	cellular	respiration.	During	this	process,	cells	use	oxygen	to	break	down	glucose	and	release	the
energy	stored	within	its	chemical	bonds.	This	released	energy,	in	the	form	of	a	molecule	called	ATP,	powers	nearly	all	cellular	activities,	from	muscle	contraction	to	DNA	replication.	Glucose	(C6H12O6)	is	a	type	of	sugar	and	a	primary	energy	source	for	cells.	It	is	an	organic	molecule	produced	during	photosynthesis	in	plants,	where	carbon	dioxide
and	water	are	converted	into	glucose	and	oxygen	using	energy	from	sunlight.	When	consumed	by	animals,	glucose	is	broken	down	during	cellular	respiration	to	provide	the	energy	needed	for	survival.	The	brain,	in	particular,	relies	heavily	on	a	steady	supply	of	glucose	to	function	correctly.
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