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January 16, 2025 January 18, 2025 A key aspect of our MIL-STD-810H training is the emphasis on Tailoring Methodology for MIL-STD-810... Continue reading January 11, 2025 February 27, 2025 Hermetically sealed equipment, devices, or parts are designed to prevent the ingress or egress of air, moisture, or other contaminants. This ensures...
Continue reading January 9, 2025 January 18, 2025 Electromagnetic interference (EMI) shielding is critical in enclosure design to... Continue reading January 4, 2025 January 18, 2025 SIRE 2.0 training is designed to prepare vessel operators, crew members, and shore-side personnel for the Ship Inspection Report Programme (SIRE) 2.0, a new risk-
based inspection regime introduced by the Oil Companies International Marine Forum (OCIMF). Here's a breakdown of key aspects of SIRE 2.0 training: Continue reading December 24, 2024 December 25, 2024 The Raising Awareness on Marmara Sea Ballast and Bilge Pollution... Continue reading December 17, 2024 January 9, 2025 Effective
teamwork is crucial for safety and operational success in shipping operations. However, ... Continue reading December 15, 2024 January 18, 2025 GDS Institute completed an in-class MIL-STD-810H Training session for CUKUROVA... Continue reading November 8, 2024 January 9, 2025 The GDS Ship Engine Room Simulator is an advanced training
tool that replicates the engine room environment of modern vessels, providing maritime personnel with hands-on experience... Continue reading November 8, 2024 December 15, 2024 GDS Institute completed an in-class MIL-STD-810H Training session for CTECH... Continue reading December 16, 2023 December 16, 2023 Adapazar BMC Tank Palet
Fabrikas 3. grup personele 2.5 gn... Continue reading MIL-STD codes, short for Military Standards, serve as a cornerstone of quality assurance and interoperability within the defense industry and beyond. Their fundamental purpose is to standardise processes, materials, and designs, ensuring that military equipment and systems meet stringent
requirements for performance, reliability, and safety. These standards are not merely guidelines; they are often mandatory specifications, dictating how products are developed, tested, and maintained.The primary use of MIL-STD codes is to guarantee equipment can withstand harsh and brutal military environments, involving extreme and demanding
operational scenarios. For instance, MIL-STD-810 assesses a products ability to endure temperature extremes, shock, vibration, sudden decompression and other environmental extremes. This ensures that equipment performs reliably in the field and protects the safety of anyone using it. Similarly, MIL-STD-461 addresses electromagnetic
compatibility, preventing interference between electronic systems that could disrupt critical operations.Beyond environmental and electromagnetic concerns, MIL-STD codes cover a broad spectrum of technical disciplines. They define standards for electrical power characteristics (MIL-STD-1275, MIL-STD-704, MIL-STD-1399), data bus
communication (MIL-STD-1553), human engineering (MIL-STD-1472), and even software development (MIL-STD-1589). This comprehensive approach ensures that all aspects of military systems are standardised, improving integration and interoperability.The benefits of utilising MIL-STD codes extend beyond the military sphere. Industries requiring
high reliability, such as aerospace, telecommunications, and medical devices, often adopt these standards to ensure product quality and consistency. By adhering to MIL-STD codes, manufacturers can demonstrate their commitment to excellence and build trust with their customers.MIL-STD codes also play a vital role in logistics and maintenance.
Standardised parts and processes simplify procurement, repair, and replacement, reducing downtime and costs. They also help with training, as users become familiar with consistent procedures and equipment.MIL-STD codes are a great example of the importance of standardisation in complicated systems. They provide a framework for quality,
reliability, and interoperability, contributing to the effectiveness and safety of military operations and influencing best practices in many different industries.Below weve listed the most common MIL-STD codes and examples of our products that comply with each standard.MIL-STD-810MIL-STD-810 outlines environmental engineering considerations
and laboratory tests for equipment, ensuring resilience against diverse conditions. It subjects equipment to extremes of temperature, humidity, shock, vibration, altitude, rain, sand, and dust, simulating real-world operational environments.This standard is critical for validating the durability and reliability of military hardware, but its principles are
also applied in commercial sectors for products needing robust performance such as rugged tablets, laptops and mobile phones. Testing is conducted in controlled laboratory settings to replicate the stresses equipment might face in the field. The goal is to identify potential weaknesses and ensure that equipment can operate effectively under harsh
conditions, decreasing the need for replacements and improving overall reliability. GPU ServersSR800 Military SystemUltra Rugged TabletsMilitary SwitchesMIL-STD-461MIL-STD-461 focuses on the control of electromagnetic interference (EMI) for electronic equipment, ensuring electromagnetic compatibility (EMC). It sets stringent requirements
for the emission and susceptibility of electronic devices, preventing interference that could disrupt operations.This standard is essential for military systems where multiple electronic devices operate in close proximity. Testing includes measuring radiated and conducted emissions, as well as assessing susceptibility to electromagnetic fields and
transients. Compliance ensures that equipment neither emits excessive EMI nor is vulnerable to it, maintaining system integrity and preventing operational failures. The standard is crucial for maintaining a reliable electromagnetic environment in military applications.Xeon Based SolutionsRugged Military Communication SystemMilitary
SwitchesMIL-STD-1275MIL-STD-1275 defines the electrical power characteristics of 28 VDC systems in military vehicles, ensuring compatibility and reliability of connected equipment. It specifies requirements for voltage transients, surges, and other power quality issues that can affect electronic devices operating in these environments. By
establishing clear guidelines for power supply characteristics, this standard helps prevent damage to sensitive electronic equipment caused by fluctuations in the vehicles electrical system.Testing involves simulating various power conditions to ensure equipment can withstand the stresses of a mobile military environment. Adherence to this standard
is crucial for maintaining operational readiness and preventing electrical failures in military vehicles. MIL-STD-202MIL-STD-202 provides basic environmental test methods for electronic and electrical components, ensuring they can withstand various stresses. It outlines standardised tests for temperature cycling, moisture resistance, vibration, and
shock, among others. These tests simulate the conditions components might encounter during their lifecycle, from manufacturing to operational use. By subjecting components to these tests, manufacturers can identify potential weaknesses and ensure they meet reliability requirements. This standard is fundamental for ensuring the quality and
durability of electronic components used in military and high-reliability applications, contributing to the overall performance and longevity of electronic systems.Embedded Box PCs Embedded SystemsIndustrial High Performance ComputersMIL-STD-1399MIL-STD-1399 addresses shipboard electrical power characteristics, defining requirements for
AC and DC power systems on naval vessels. It ensures compatibility and reliability of connected equipment by specifying power quality parameters, including voltage, frequency, and transients.This standard is crucial for maintaining stable and reliable power distribution on ships, where numerous critical systems operate simultaneously. Testing
involves simulating various power conditions to ensure equipment can withstand the stresses of a naval environment. Adherence to this standard is vital for preventing electrical failures and maintaining operational readiness on naval vessels.MIL-STD-1553MIL-STD-1553 defines a digital time-division command/response multiplex data bus standard,
outlining electrical and functional characteristics of a serial data bus used in military avionics and other applications. It provides a standardised method for communication between electronic devices in a system, ensuring reliable data transfer.This standard is essential for integrating various avionics systems, allowing for efficient and robust
communication. Testing involves verifying the electrical and functional performance of the data bus to ensure it meets the standards requirements. Adherence to MIL-STD-1553 is crucial for maintaining interoperability and reliability in military avionics systems.COBALT 901 400 Series Mission ComputerMilitary Computers & SolutionsMIL-STD-
464MIL-STD-464 addresses electromagnetic environmental effects requirements for systems, going beyond component-level EMC to cover system-level requirements. It ensures that entire systems can operate in electromagnetic environments without interference or damage.This standard is crucial for military systems that operate in complex
electromagnetic environments, where multiple devices interact. Testing involves assessing the systems ability to withstand various electromagnetic stresses, including radiated and conducted emissions, as well as susceptibility to fields and transients. Compliance ensures that the system as a whole maintains electromagnetic compatibility, preventing
operational failures and ensuring mission success.MIL-STD-704MIL-STD-704 defines the electrical power characteristics of aircraft electrical systems, specifying requirements for AC and DC power, including voltage, frequency, and transients. It ensures that equipment operating in aircraft can function reliably under various power conditions.This
standard is critical for maintaining stable and reliable power distribution in aircraft, where numerous critical systems operate. Testing involves simulating various power conditions to ensure equipment can withstand the stresses of an airborne environment. Adherence to this standard is vital for preventing electrical failures and maintaining
operational readiness in aircraft. MIL-STD-3009MIL-STD-3009 covers light emissions from military equipment, particularly as they relate to night vision devices. It sets requirements for limiting infrared and visible light emissions to prevent detection.This standard is crucial for maintaining stealth and operational security in night-time operations.
Testing involves measuring light emissions to ensure they meet the standards requirements. Adherence to this standard helps prevent detection by enemy forces, enhancing the effectiveness of military operations in low-light conditions.MIL-STD-167MIL-STD-167 deals with mechanical vibrations of shipboard equipment, setting requirements for
vibration testing to ensure that equipment can withstand the vibrations encountered on naval vessels.his standard is vital for maintaining the reliability and performance of shipboard equipment in harsh environments. Testing involves subjecting equipment to various vibration frequencies and amplitudes to ensure it can withstand the stresses of a
naval environment. Adherence to this standard helps prevent mechanical failures and maintains operational readiness on naval vessels. MIL-STD-1916MIL-STD-1916 focuses on the design of highly reliable electronic systems, providing guidelines and requirements for ensuring that electronic equipment can function reliably in demanding
applications.This standard is mandatory for military systems that require high reliability and availability. Testing involves assessing the design and manufacturing processes to ensure they meet the standards requirements. Adherence to this standard helps prevent failures and maintains operational readiness in critical applications.MIL-STD-1472MIL-
STD-1472 deals with human engineering design criteria for military systems, equipment, and facilities, aiming to optimise the interaction between humans and systems. It sets requirements for the design of user interfaces, controls, displays, and other aspects of systems to ensure they are easy to use and minimise human error. This standard is
crucial for maintaining operational effectiveness and safety in military applications. Testing involves evaluating the design of systems to ensure they meet the standards requirements. Adherence to this standard helps prevent human error and enhances the effectiveness of military operations.MIL-STD-901MIL-STD-901 deals with shock tests for
shipboard machinery and equipment, ensuring that equipment can withstand the shock effects of underwater explosions. This standard is crucial for maintaining the survivability and operational readiness of naval vessels in combat situations.Testing involves subjecting equipment to shock pulses to ensure it can withstand the stresses of an
underwater explosion. Adherence to this standard helps prevent damage to critical systems and maintains the operational capability of naval vessels. COBALT RSSDCOBALT 901 400 Series Media ServerMIL-STD-662MIL-STD-662 covers V50 ballistic test for armor, providing a standardised method for evaluating the ballistic resistance of armor
materials. It determines the velocity at which a projectile has a 50% probability of penetrating the armor.This standard is crucial for ensuring the effectiveness of armor in protecting personnel and equipment. Testing involves firing projectiles at armor samples to determine their ballistic resistance. Adherence to this standard helps ensure that armor
meets the required protection levels. MIL-STD-2169MIL-STD-2169 deals with the high-altitude electromagnetic pulse (HEMP) environment, specifying requirements for equipment to withstand the effects of a nuclear electromagnetic pulse.This standard is crucial for ensuring the survivability of critical systems in the event of a nuclear attack. Testing
involves simulating the effects of a HEMP event to ensure that equipment can withstand the stresses. Adherence to this standard helps maintain the operational capability of critical systems in a nuclear environment.MIL-STD-130MIL-STD-130 covers identification marking of U.S. military property, specifying requirements for marking equipment with
information such as part numbers, serial numbers, and manufacturer information.This standard is crucial for maintaining traceability and accountability of military equipment. Testing involves verifying that markings meet the standards requirements. Adherence to this standard helps ensure that equipment can be properly identified and tracked,
supporting maintenance and logistics operations.MILTECH 304 Compact Military Fast Ethernet Unmanaged Switch 4 PortMIL-STD-1541MIL-STD-1541 addresses electromagnetic compatibility requirements for space systems, ensuring that equipment operating in space environments can function without interference. It sets stringent standards for
emissions and susceptibility, considering the unique challenges of space, such as vacuum, radiation, and extreme temperature variations.This standard is essential for maintaining the operational integrity of satellites and other space-based assets, where failures can have significant consequences. Testing involves simulating the space environment
and assessing the equipments ability to withstand electromagnetic stresses. Adherence to this standard is vital for ensuring the reliability and longevity of space systems, contributing to mission success.MIL-STD-469MIL-STD-469 deals with radar electromagnetic compatibility, setting requirements for controlling interference from radar systems. It
specifies limits for emissions and susceptibility, ensuring that radar systems can operate effectively without disrupting other electronic devices.This standard is important for maintaining the performance of radar systems in military applications, where multiple devices operate in close proximity. Testing involves measuring radiated and conducted
emissions, as well as assessing susceptibility to electromagnetic fields and transients. Compliance ensures that radar systems neither emit excessive EMI nor are vulnerable to it, maintaining operational integrity and preventing failures. MIL-STD-1760MIL-STD-1760 defines the electrical interface between an aircraft and its externally carried stores,
such as bombs and missiles. It standardises the communication and power connections, ensuring compatibility and reliability of the interface.This standard is necessary for maintaining the effectiveness of aircraft weapon systems, allowing for seamless integration and operation of various stores. Testing involves verifying the electrical and functional
performance of the interface to ensure it meets the standards requirements. Adherence to MIL-STD-1760 is vital for maintaining interoperability and reliability in military aircraft systems, contributing to mission success.MIL-STD-217MIL-STD-217, now canceled, was used for reliability prediction of electronic equipment. It provided methodologies for
estimating the failure rates of electronic components and systems, allowing for the assessment of reliability during the design phase. Although officially canceled, its principles are still sometimes utilised in reliability engineering. It provided a structured approach to reliability prediction, ensuring that products met specified reliability levels. The
standards methodology allowed for efficient and statistically valid estimations, helping to maintain consistent reliability in manufacturing processes. While no longer in active use, the concepts of MIL-STD-217 continue to influence modern reliability engineering practices.SR100-X4 Military SystemsSR100-X3 Military SystemsMIL-STD-1589MIL-STD-
1589 deals with software engineering, providing guidelines and requirements for the development and maintenance of software used in military systems. It covers various aspects of the software lifecycle, including requirements analysis, design, coding, testing, and documentation.This standard is crucial for ensuring the quality and reliability of
software in critical applications. Testing involves verifying that software meets the standards requirements, including functional and performance testing. Adherence to this standard helps prevent software failures and maintains operational readiness in military systems.MIL-STD-1556MIL-STD-1556 covers digital time division command/response
multiplex data bus, much like 1553, but has some different applications and specifications. It defines the electrical and functional characteristics of a serial data bus used in various applications, ensuring reliable data transfer.This standard is essential for integrating electronic devices in a system, allowing for efficient and robust communication.
Testing involves verifying the electrical and functional performance of the data bus to ensure it meets the standards requirements. Adherence to MIL-STD-1556 is crucial for maintaining interoperability and reliability in systems.MIL-STD-1686MIL-STD-1686 deals with electrostatic discharge (ESD) control, setting requirements for protecting
electronic equipment from damage caused by ESD. It specifies procedures for handling and grounding equipment, as well as requirements for ESD protective materials.This standard is crucial for maintaining the reliability of electronic components and systems, which can be damaged by even small amounts of static electricity. Testing involves
simulating ESD events to ensure that equipment can withstand the stresses. Adherence to this standard helps prevent damage to critical systems and maintains operational readiness.MIL-STD-188MIL-STD-188 covers telecommunications standards, including various standards related to communication systems, data transmission, and network
protocols. It ensures interoperability and reliability of communication systems used by the military.This standard is vital for maintaining secure and reliable communication in military operations. Testing involves verifying that communication systems meet the standards requirements, including performance and security testing. Adherence to this
standard helps ensure that communication systems can operate effectively in various environments.1U Standard Depth SystemsMIL-STD-1630MIL-STD-1630 relates to fiber optic cables and connectors, specifying requirements for the performance and reliability of these components. It ensures that fiber optic systems can withstand the stresses of
military applications, including vibration, shock, and temperature extremes.This standard is required to maintain the integrity of fiber optic communication links in military systems. Testing involves subjecting cables and connectors to various environmental stresses to ensure they meet the standards requirements. Adherence to this standard helps
prevent failures and maintains operational readiness.MIL-STD-1521MIL-STD-1521, now canceled, was used for technical reviews and audits for systems engineering. It provided guidelines for conducting reviews and audits to ensure that systems met specified requirements. Although officially canceled, its principles are still sometimes utilised in
systems engineering. It provided a structured approach to reviews and audits, ensuring that products met specified quality levels. The standards methodology allowed for efficient and statistically valid inspections, helping to maintain consistent quality in systems engineering processes.Industrial MonitorsMNT1521 Industrial MonitorMIL-STD-
1576MIL-STD-1576 deals with electromagnetic interference characteristics, requirements for equipment used in aircraft. It specifies limits for emissions and susceptibility, ensuring that aircraft electronic devices can operate effectively without disrupting other systems.This standard is required for maintaining the performance of aircraft systems in
military applications, where multiple devices operate in close proximity. Testing involves measuring radiated and conducted emissions, as well as assessing susceptibility to electromagnetic fields and transients. Compliance ensures that aircraft systems neither emit excessive EMI nor are vulnerable to it, maintaining operational integrity and
preventing failures.MIL-STD-882MIL-STD-882 covers system safety, providing guidelines for identifying and mitigating hazards in military systems. It specifies requirements for hazard analysis, risk assessment, and safety management, ensuring that systems are designed and operated to minimise risks.This standard is crucial for maintaining the
safety of personnel and equipment in military applications. Testing involves verifying that systems meet the standards requirements, including hazard analysis and risk assessment. Adherence to this standard helps prevent accidents and maintains operational readiness.MIL-STD-1567MIL-STD-1567 relates to work measurement, providing guidelines
for measuring and improving the efficiency of work processes in military applications. It specifies requirements for work sampling, time studies, and other techniques for measuring work performance.Maintaining productivity and efficiency in military operations is the main objective of this standard. Testing involves verifying that work processes meet
the standards requirements, including work sampling and time studies. Adherence to this standard helps improve work performance and maintain operational readiness.MIL-STD-1530MIL-STD-1530 deals with aircraft structural integrity programs, providing guidelines for ensuring the structural integrity of aircraft throughout their lifecycle. It
specifies requirements for design, testing, and maintenance, ensuring that aircraft structures can withstand the stresses of flight.The safety and reliability of aircraft in military applications are significantly enhanced by this standard. Testing involves verifying that aircraft structures meet the standards requirements, including fatigue and fracture
testing. Adherence to this standard helps prevent structural failures and maintains operational readiness.MIL-STD-1629MIL-STD-1629 covers failure mode, effects, and criticality analysis (FMECA), providing a systematic approach to identifying potential failures in a system and assessing their impact. It specifies requirements for analyzing failure
modes, assessing their effects, and determining their criticality.The standard plays a vital role in maintaining the reliability and safety of critical systems in military applications. Testing involves verifying that FMECA meets the standards requirements, including failure mode analysis and risk assessment. Adherence to this standard helps prevent
failures and maintains operational readiness.MIL-STD-1222MIL-STD-1222 deals with the structural integrity of aerospace vehicle structures, providing guidelines for ensuring that aircraft and spacecraft structures can withstand the stresses of flight and space environments. It specifies requirements for design, testing, and maintenance, ensuring that
structures meet the required strength and durability.The safety and reliability of aerospace vehicles in military applications heavily depend on this standard. Testing involves verifying that structures meet the standards requirements, including fatigue and fracture testing. Adherence to this standard helps prevent structural failures and maintains
operational readiness.MIL-STD-1246MIL-STD-1246 covers cleanliness levels and contamination control programs, specifying requirements for maintaining cleanliness in sensitive environments, such as space systems and optical instruments. It sets limits for particulate and molecular contamination, ensuring that equipment can function reliably in
these environments.The performance and reliability of sensitive equipment in military applications is supported by this standard. Testing involves verifying that equipment meets the standards requirements, including particulate and molecular contamination testing. Adherence to this standard helps prevent failures and maintains operational
readiness.Complete List of all MIL-STD CodesMIL-STD CodeDescriptionMIL-STD-1541Electromagnetic compatibility requirements for space systems.MIL-STD-1576Electromagnetic interference for aircraft equipment.MIL-STD-1619Electromagnetic Vulnerability of Aircraft Systems.MIL-STD-1686Electrostatic discharge (ESD) control. MIL-STD-
2169High-altitude electromagnetic pulse (HEMP) environment.MIL-STD-461Control of electromagnetic interference (EMI) for electronic equipment.MIL-STD-464Electromagnetic environmental effects requirements for systems.MIL-STD-469Radar electromagnetic compatibility.MIL-STD-1275Electrical power characteristics of 28 VDC systems in
military vehicles.MIL-STD-704Electrical power characteristics of aircraft electrical systems.MIL-STD-1399Shipboard electrical power characteristics. MIL-STD-167Mechanical vibrations of shipboard equipment.MIL-STD-1680Environmental Test Methods and Engineering Guidelines for Naval Shipboard Equipment.MIL-STD-901Shock tests for
shipboard machinery and equipment.MIL-STD-1222Structural Integrity of Aerospace Vehicle Structures.MIL-STD-1568Materials and Processes for Corrosion Prevention and Control in Aerospace Weapon Systems.MIL-STD-105(Canceled) Acceptance sampling by attributes for quality control.MIL-STD-1246Cleanliness Levels and Contamination
Control Program.MIL-STD-130Identification marking of U.S. military property.MIL-STD-1323Preparation and Electronic Soldering of Electronic Assemblies.MIL-STD-1385Prepackaged Application Software Quality Evaluation.MIL-STD-1441Fracture Control of Aircraft Structures.MIL-STD-1472Human engineering design criteria for military
systems.MIL-STD-1521(Canceled) Technical reviews and audits for systems engineering.MIL-STD-1530Aircraft structural integrity programs.MIL-STD-1537Electrical Connectors, Filters and Capacitors, Selection and Application.MIL-STD-1553Digital time-division command/response multiplex data bus standard.MIL-STD-1556Digital time division
command/response multiplex data bus.MIL-STD-1562List of Standard Parts for Use in Military Equipment.MIL-STD-1567Work measurement.MIL-STD-1589Software engineering.MIL-STD-1629Failure mode, effects, and criticality analysis (FMECA).MIL-STD-1630Fiber optic cables and connectors.MIL-STD-1760Electrical interface between aircraft
and externally carried stores.MIL-STD-188Telecommunications standards.MIL-STD-1916Design of highly reliable electronic systems.MIL-STD-202Basic environmental test methods for electronic and electrical components.MIL-STD-217(Canceled) Reliability prediction of electronic equipment.MIL-STD-3009Light emissions from military equipment,
particularly night vision.MIL-STD-662V50 ballistic test for armor.MIL-STD-810Environmental engineering considerations and laboratory tests for equipment.MIL-STD-882System safety. We all want our technology and gear to stand the test of time.Whether you need equipment to survive a dangerous task or environment, want to save money in the
long run with a kit that will never fail, or simply prefer not to add to the mounting piles of single-use trash out there stronger, more durable tech and gear avoid all of these problems.One of the best, most reassuring qualities a product can have in determining its overall longevity is a military specification or grading.What do these military
specifications, or mil specs, suggest about a product, and where can you find them? What do codes like MIL-STD-810G mean in terms of the products design qualities, and what are the methods used to determine them?Being armed with this knowledge as a consumer means you can make smarter, more cost-efficient choices when it comes to the most
important pieces of technology and equipment in your work, life, and hobbies.So, weve put together the ultimate consumer guide to military specifications and standards, telling you everything you need to know about the what, why, and how of MIL-SPEC.Military specifications, known formally as the United States Military Standard (or colloquially as
MIL-SPEC or MIL-STD), describe the physical and/or operational characteristics of a product or piece of equipment.First published in 1945, they were created in an effort to meet the standardization objectives of the US Department of Defense, achieving the following outcomes:Ensuring products meet specific requirementsCompatibility with other
products and systemsMore accurate calculation of total cost of ownership (TCO)ReliabilityDurabilityA real-world example of the utility of military specifications would be the compatibility of nuts, bolts, and screws in equipment shared between US and British armies. When allied units purchase products with common defense specifications, equipment
such as ammunition boxes can be easily accessed and shared between both parties.Beyond defense operations, military specifications can be utilized by other institutions and groups, including governments, technical organizations, and consumers, for many of the same benefits. MIL-SPEC products and equipment gain their military standard codes by
passing tests under a variety of different environmental conditions, or by meeting certain criteria laid out in the relevant MIL-SPEC document.Importantly, a product doesnt have to meet every single criterion laid out in its MIL-SPEC document, just the ones that are most relevant to its use case.And to make matters slightly more confusing, MIL-
SPEC, MIL-STD, Military grade, and other similar terms are often used interchangeably, despite having different technical definitions.There are five distinct categories within the military standard code system, each of which defines the technical requirements that must be met in order for a product to acquire a military grade status.As defined in the
DoD 4120.24 Manual [1], the list of military standards are as follows:Within each respective category, there are further numerical codes that define the type of product in question, as well as the MIL-SPEC testing methods used.MIL-STD-188 relates to telecommunications equipment [2], and MIL-STD-704 relates to aircraft electric power
characteristics [3], for example.While these examples are both highly technical and highly specific in terms of use-cases, in recent years theres growing consumer demand for rugged and ruggedized products, mostly in the technology and outdoor recreation space.These products can be awarded military standards as a kind of consumer assurance,
ensuring theyre fit for certain applications and/or can withstand certain harsh environmental stressors, in a similar fashion to IP and NEMA ratings.Remember that IP and NEMA ratings, although also used in the military, are not the same as the MIL-SPEC, MIL-STD, or Military grade.There are well over 60 examples of published MIL-SPEC codes, all
relating to different equipment areas and defense specifications. Among them are a select few which can also be applied to consumer technology and goods.Lets take a look at the most common spec codes for consumer goods.In this section, well dissect the MIL-SPEC codes that you are likely to see as a consumer in the market for durable tech and
gear. Well offer an overview of the code as well as the testing methodology used.MIL-STD-810 aims to test the limits of a devices design by replicating the environmental stressors its likely to endure in its service life but in laboratory conditions.This standard was developed under a Tri-Service partnership between the United States Air Force, Army,
and Navy, but also has commercial product applications. The first edition was published in 1962 [4], and its been revised multiple times since then.MIL-STD-810G added Test Method 527, instituting the use of multiple vibration exciters to perform multi-axis shaking that simulates real-world vibrations [5], for example. It is probably the most common
mil specification in the consumer market.The latest revision, MIL-STD-810H, considers the influences that environmental stresses have on a products materiel throughout all phases of its service life.The testing methodology for MIL-STD-810 replicates the following stressors:Low pressure for altitude testingExposure to high and low temperatures plus
temperature shock (both operating and in storage)Rain (including wind-blown and freezing rain)HumidityFungusSalt fog for rust testingSand and dust exposureExplosive atmospherel.eakageAccelerationShock and transport shockGunfire vibrationRandom vibrationThis standard covers the requirements for a special protective eyewear cylindrical
system (SPECS) to provide ballistic and laser eye protection [6].Typical MIL-PRF-31013 products would be, for example, protective eyewear for recreational shooting, or prescription glasses for military use.MIL-PRF-31013 accounts for the following stressors:Ballistic resistanceAbrasion resistanceChemical resistanceExposure to high and low
temperaturesSolar radiationHumidityThis standard establishes interface requirements for the control of the electromagnetic interference (EMI) emission, as well as susceptibility characteristics of electronic, electrical, and electromechanical equipment and subsystems [7].As this military specification concerns only electromagnetic compatibility,
examples of products under this standard would include laptops, tablets, and cell phones.The testing methodology involved a broad range of targeted electromagnetic emissions towards the device of variable strengths, duration, and proximities to find deficiencies.To bring all of the above into practice, lets take a look at some of the finest examples of
real consumer products that feature one or more MIL-SPEC gradings.They are either fully rated to military specification or include military-grade materials or military-grade electronic components.We reviewed a selection of Military Grade Laptops, all of which featured a military standard.The Getac B360 topped our list, which featured both the MIL-
STD-810G and MIL-STD-461G standards, which means it can be used in conditions of rain, dust, shock, vibration, and salt fog. Flip phones are truly making a comeback to give those who want more simplicity, strength, and portability in their cell phones.In our Military-Grade Flip Phones list, the Sonim XP3 came out on top, largely due to its MIL-STD-
810G spec, which offers users of the phone shock, pressure, temperature, humidity, and rust resistance. Continuing our quest to bring you the most durable phones on the planet, our Most Durable Android Phone list featured the impressive Cat S62 Pro, which is MIL-STD-810H approved for resistance to shock, vibration, sand, salt-mist, and pressure.
While computer keyboards may not be the first thing you think of when discussing military toughness, there are plenty of cases where keyboards need to stand up to all kinds of use and abuse in combat or industrial environments.In our Most Durable Keyboards list, the iKEY brand took the top spot, with two products that both feature MIL-STD-461G
ratings, the SLK-101, and the DBL-810-TB. For protecting your data not only cryptographically but also physically, we made a list of the Most Durable External Hard Drives on the market.Among the many great options included the ioSafe Solo Hawk SSD featuring a MIL-STD-810G rating which protects it from an astonishingly large list of stressors,
including up to:10ft drop and shock resistancechemical resistance that allows for full immersion in various fluids and oils at a depth of 12ft for up to one hourhigh-altitude operation at a maximum of 30,000ftcontinuous exposure to UV, sand, dust, rain, salt, and ice for 24 hours. And, finally, considering Apple probably arent making a MIL-SPEC iPhone
anytime soon (hope I am wrong, though), we made a list of the Most Durable iPhone Cases on the market.The Catalyst Waterproof case is an interesting highlight, achieving a 90% BIFL score (wondering what that is? Check this out) thanks to its complete waterproof and MIL-STD-810G grading for drop-resistance of up to two meters. As you can see,
we take claims of ruggedness and durability very seriously here at RUGGED RATINGS!The goal is to educate consumers like us on the best ways to find tech thats truly reliable functional, durable, and long-lasting.One of the most stringent and reliable assurances a product can have is a military standard to its name. However, be aware that some
companies claiming to have military standards might not have tested the products in the laboratory-specified conditions OR they might just use the claims as a marketing tactic.Military, industrial, and commercial equipment is designed to minimize the potential for malfunction, failure, or incompatibility to as close to zero as possible.This is why
military standards exist, and we as consumers can take advantage of that by understanding what they mean and applying that knowledge in our search for the toughest tech on the planet.You can apply it yourself by searching for the common military specifications online when researching your next big technology or gear purchase.Alternatively, keep
it locked here on RUGGED RATINGS to stay tuned to the best, most durable products money can buy.Military standards describe the physical and/or operational characteristics of a product or piece of equipment and verify that they are suitable for certain use-cases. The most common military standards are MIL-STD-810, MIL-PRF-31013, and MIL-
STD-461.The documents describing the definitions, scope, and testing methodology of military standards can be found on aims to test the limits of a devices design by replicating the environmental stressors its likely to endure in its service life, but in laboratory conditions.It accounts for the following stressors:Low pressure for altitude testing,
exposure to high and low temperatures plus temperature shock (both operating and in storage), rain (including wind-blown and freezing rain), humidity, fungus, salt fog for rust testing, sand and dust exposure, explosive atmosphere, leakage, acceleration, shock and transport shock, gunfire, vibration, and random vibration.The MIL-STD-810G drop-
test protocol is referred to as method 516.6 procedure IV. It features seven different procedures, including;Procedure I: Functional ShockProcedure II: Transportation ShockProcedure III: FragilityProcedure IV: Transit DropProcedure V: Crash Hazard Shock TestProcedure VI: Bench HandlingProcedure VII: Pendulum ImpactProcedure VIII: Catapult
Launch/Arrested LandingMIL-STD-810H is the successor to MIL-STD-810G, and brings updates to many of the testing procedures. Examples of the main changes include but are not limited to the definition of temperature shock, test conditions and tolerances for test conditions, calibration interval guidelines, temperature change rate, and many
more.References:Department of Defense MANUAL. (2014, September 24). /Esd.Whs.Mil. Retrieved October 30, 2021, from of Defense. (1999, March 1). Interoperability and Performance Standards for Medium and High Frequency Radio Systems, from . (2004, March 12). MIL-STD-704 F INTERFACE AIRCRAFT ELECTRIC POWER.
Http://Everyspec.Com/. Retrieved October 30, 2021, from . (1962, June 14). MIL-STD-810 ENVIRONMENTAL TEST METHODS ENGINEERING. Http://Everyspec.Com/. Retrieved October 30, 2021, from . (2014, April 15). MIL-STD-810 G CHG-1 G ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING TESTS. Everyspec.Com. Retrieved October 30, 2021, from . (1996,
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