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Describe	the	principle	of	conservation	of	momentum.Derive	an	expression	for	the	conservation	of	momentum.Explain	conservation	of	momentum	with	examples.Explain	the	principle	of	conservation	of	momentum	as	it	relates	to	atomic	and	subatomic	particles.Momentum	is	an	important	quantity	because	it	is	conserved.	Yet	it	was	not	conserved	in	the
examples	in	Chapter	8.2	Impulse	and	Chapter	8.1	Linear	Momentum	and	Force,	where	large	changes	in	momentum	were	produced	by	forces	acting	on	the	system	of	interest.	Under	what	circumstances	is	momentum	conserved?The	answer	to	this	question	entails	considering	a	sufficiently	large	system.	It	is	always	possible	to	find	a	larger	system	in
which	total	momentum	is	constant,	even	if	momentum	changes	for	components	of	the	system.	If	a	football	player	runs	into	the	goalpost	in	the	end	zone,	there	will	be	a	force	on	him	that	causes	him	to	bounce	backward.	However,	the	Earth	also	recoils	conserving	momentumbecause	of	the	force	applied	to	it	through	the	goalpost.	Because	Earth	is	many
orders	of	magnitude	more	massive	than	the	player,	its	recoil	is	immeasurably	small	and	can	be	neglected	in	any	practical	sense,	but	it	is	real	nevertheless.Consider	what	happens	if	the	masses	of	two	colliding	objects	are	more	similar	than	the	masses	of	a	football	player	and	Earthfor	example,	one	car	bumping	into	another,	as	shown	in	Figure	1.	Both
cars	are	coasting	in	the	same	direction	when	the	lead	car	(labeled	[latex]{m_2}[/latex]	)	is	bumped	by	the	trailing	car	(labeled	[latex]{m_1}[/latex]	).	The	only	unbalanced	force	on	each	car	is	the	force	of	the	collision.	(Assume	that	the	effects	due	to	friction	are	negligible.)	Car	1	slows	down	as	a	result	of	the	collision,	losing	some	momentum,	while	car
2	speeds	up	and	gains	some	momentum.	We	shall	now	show	that	the	total	momentum	of	the	two-car	system	remains	constant.Figure	1.	A	car	of	mass	m1	moving	with	a	velocity	of	v1	bumps	into	another	car	of	mass	m2	and	velocity	v2	that	it	is	following.	As	a	result,	the	first	car	slows	down	to	a	velocity	of	v1	and	the	second	speeds	up	to	a	velocity	of	v2.
The	momentum	of	each	car	is	changed,	but	the	total	momentum	ptot	of	the	two	cars	is	the	same	before	and	after	the	collision	(if	you	assume	friction	is	negligible).Using	the	definition	of	impulse,	the	change	in	momentum	of	car	1	is	given	by	[latex]{\Delta{p}_1=F_1\Delta{t},}[/latex]	where	[latex]{F_1}[/latex]	is	the	force	on	car	1	due	to	car	2,	and
[latex]{\Delta{t}}[/latex]	is	the	time	the	force	acts	(the	duration	of	the	collision).	Intuitively,	it	seems	obvious	that	the	collision	time	is	the	same	for	both	cars,	but	it	is	only	true	for	objects	traveling	at	ordinary	speeds.	This	assumption	must	be	modified	for	objects	travelling	near	the	speed	of	light,	without	affecting	the	result	that	momentum	is
conserved.Similarly,	the	change	in	momentum	of	car	2	is	[latex]{\Delta{p}_2=F_2\Delta{t},}[/latex]	where	[latex]{F_2}[/latex]	is	the	force	on	car	2	due	to	car	1,	and	we	assume	the	duration	of	the	collision	[latex]{\Delta{t}}[/latex]	is	the	same	for	both	cars.	We	know	from	Newtons	third	law	that	[latex]{F_2=-F_1},[/latex]	and	so	[latex]{\Delta{p}_2=-
F_1\Delta{t}=-\Delta{p}_1.}[/latex]	Thus,	the	changes	in	momentum	are	equal	and	opposite,	and	[latex]{\Delta{p}_1+\Delta{p}_2=0.}[/latex]	Because	the	changes	in	momentum	add	to	zero,	the	total	momentum	of	the	two-car	system	is	constant.	That	is,	[latex]\begin{array}{l}	{p_1+p_2=\text{constant},}	\\
{p_1+p_2=p^{\prime}_1+p^{\prime}_2,}	\end{array}[/latex]	where	[latex]{p^{\prime}_1}[/latex]	and	[latex]{p^{\prime}_2}[/latex]	are	the	momenta	of	cars	1	and	2	after	the	collision.	(We	often	use	primes	to	denote	the	final	state.)This	resultthat	momentum	is	conservedhas	validity	far	beyond	the	preceding	one-dimensional	case.	It	can	be
similarly	shown	that	total	momentum	is	conserved	for	any	isolated	system,	with	any	number	of	objects	in	it.	In	equation	form,	the	conservation	of	momentum	principle	for	an	isolated	system	is	written	[latex]{\textbf{p}_{\text{tot}}=\text{constant},}[/latex]	or	[latex]{\textbf{p}_{\text{tot}}=p^{\prime}_{\text{tot}},}[/latex]	where
[latex]\textbf{p}_{\text{tot}}[/latex]	is	the	total	momentum	(the	sum	of	the	momenta	of	the	individual	objects	in	the	system)	and	[latex]{\textbf{p}^{\prime}_{\text{tot}}}[/latex]	is	the	total	momentum	some	time	later.	(The	total	momentum	can	be	shown	to	be	the	momentum	of	the	center	of	mass	of	the	system.)	An	isolated	system	is	defined	to	be
one	for	which	the	net	external	force	is	zero	[latex]{(\textbf{F}_{\text{net}}=0).}[/latex]	[latex]\begin{array}{l}	{\textbf{p}_{\text{tot}}=\text{	constant}}	\\	{\textbf{p}_{\text{tot}}=\textbf{p}^{\prime}_{\text{tot}}\text{	(isolated	system)}}	\end{array}[/latex]	An	isolated	system	is	defined	to	be	one	for	which	the	net	external	force	is	zero	[latex]
{(\textbf{F}_{\text{net}}=0).}[/latex]	Perhaps	an	easier	way	to	see	that	momentum	is	conserved	for	an	isolated	system	is	to	consider	Newtons	second	law	in	terms	of	momentum,	[latex]{\textbf{F}_{\text{net}}=\frac{\Delta\textbf{p}_{\text{tot}}}{\Delta{t}}}.[/latex]	For	an	isolated	system,	[latex]{\textbf{F}_{\text{net}}=0};[/latex]	thus,	[latex]
{\Delta\textbf{p}_{\text{tot}}=0},[/latex]	and	[latex]\textbf{p}_{\text{tot}}[/latex]	is	constant.We	have	noted	that	the	three	length	dimensions	in	nature	[latex]{x},\:{y},[/latex]	and	[latex]{z}[/latex]	are	independent,	and	it	is	interesting	to	note	that	momentum	can	be	conserved	in	different	ways	along	each	dimension.	For	example,	during	projectile
motion	and	where	air	resistance	is	negligible,	momentum	is	conserved	in	the	horizontal	direction	because	horizontal	forces	are	zero	and	momentum	is	unchanged.	But	along	the	vertical	direction,	the	net	vertical	force	is	not	zero	and	the	momentum	of	the	projectile	is	not	conserved.	(See	Figure	2.)	However,	if	the	momentum	of	the	projectile-Earth
system	is	considered	in	the	vertical	direction,	we	find	that	the	total	momentum	is	conserved.Figure	2.	The	horizontal	component	of	a	projectiles	momentum	is	conserved	if	air	resistance	is	negligible,	even	in	this	case	where	a	space	probe	separates.	The	forces	causing	the	separation	are	internal	to	the	system,	so	that	the	net	external	horizontal	force
Fx-net	is	still	zero.	The	vertical	component	of	the	momentum	is	not	conserved,	because	the	net	vertical	force	Fy-net	is	not	zero.	In	the	vertical	direction,	the	space	probe-Earth	system	needs	to	be	considered	and	we	find	that	the	total	momentum	is	conserved.	The	center	of	mass	of	the	space	probe	takes	the	same	path	it	would	if	the	separation	did	not
occur.The	conservation	of	momentum	principle	can	be	applied	to	systems	as	different	as	a	comet	striking	Earth	and	a	gas	containing	huge	numbers	of	atoms	and	molecules.	Conservation	of	momentum	is	violated	only	when	the	net	external	force	is	not	zero.	But	another	larger	system	can	always	be	considered	in	which	momentum	is	conserved	by
simply	including	the	source	of	the	external	force.	For	example,	in	the	collision	of	two	cars	considered	above,	the	two-car	system	conserves	momentum	while	each	one-car	system	does	not.	Hold	a	tennis	ball	side	by	side	and	in	contact	with	a	basketball.	Drop	the	balls	together.	(Be	careful!)	What	happens?	Explain	your	observations.	Now	hold	the	tennis
ball	above	and	in	contact	with	the	basketball.	What	happened?	Explain	your	observations.	What	do	you	think	will	happen	if	the	basketball	ball	is	held	above	and	in	contact	with	the	tennis	ball?	Tie	two	tennis	balls	together	with	a	string	about	a	foot	long.	Hold	one	ball	and	let	the	other	hang	down	and	throw	it	in	a	ballistic	trajectory.	Explain	your
observations.	Now	mark	the	center	of	the	string	with	bright	ink	or	attach	a	brightly	colored	sticker	to	it	and	throw	again.	What	happened?	Explain	your	observations.Some	aquatic	animals	such	as	jellyfish	move	around	based	on	the	principles	of	conservation	of	momentum.	A	jellyfish	fills	its	umbrella	section	with	water	and	then	pushes	the	water	out
resulting	in	motion	in	the	opposite	direction	to	that	of	the	jet	of	water.	Squids	propel	themselves	in	a	similar	manner	but,	in	contrast	with	jellyfish,	are	able	to	control	the	direction	in	which	they	move	by	aiming	their	nozzle	forward	or	backward.	Typical	squids	can	move	at	speeds	of	8	to	12	km/h.The	ballistocardiograph	(BCG)	was	a	diagnostic	tool
used	in	the	second	half	of	the	20th	century	to	study	the	strength	of	the	heart.	About	once	a	second,	your	heart	beats,	forcing	blood	into	the	aorta.	A	force	in	the	opposite	direction	is	exerted	on	the	rest	of	your	body	(recall	Newtons	third	law).	A	ballistocardiograph	is	a	device	that	can	measure	this	reaction	force.	This	measurement	is	done	by	using	a
sensor	(resting	on	the	person)	or	by	using	a	moving	table	suspended	from	the	ceiling.	This	technique	can	gather	information	on	the	strength	of	the	heart	beat	and	the	volume	of	blood	passing	from	the	heart.	However,	the	electrocardiogram	(ECG	or	EKG)	and	the	echocardiogram	(cardiac	ECHO	or	ECHO;	a	technique	that	uses	ultrasound	to	see	an
image	of	the	heart)	are	more	widely	used	in	the	practice	of	cardiology.	Conservation	of	momentum	is	quite	useful	in	describing	collisions.	Momentum	is	crucial	to	our	understanding	of	atomic	and	subatomic	particles	because	much	of	what	we	know	about	these	particles	comes	from	collision	experiments.	The	conservation	of	momentum	principle	not
only	applies	to	the	macroscopic	objects,	it	is	also	essential	to	our	explorations	of	atomic	and	subatomic	particles.	Giant	machines	hurl	subatomic	particles	at	one	another,	and	researchers	evaluate	the	results	by	assuming	conservation	of	momentum	(among	other	things).On	the	small	scale,	we	find	that	particles	and	their	properties	are	invisible	to	the
naked	eye	but	can	be	measured	with	our	instruments,	and	models	of	these	subatomic	particles	can	be	constructed	to	describe	the	results.	Momentum	is	found	to	be	a	property	of	all	subatomic	particles	including	massless	particles	such	as	photons	that	compose	light.	Momentum	being	a	property	of	particles	hints	that	momentum	may	have	an	identity
beyond	the	description	of	an	objects	mass	multiplied	by	the	objects	velocity.	Indeed,	momentum	relates	to	wave	properties	and	plays	a	fundamental	role	in	what	measurements	are	taken	and	how	we	take	these	measurements.	Furthermore,	we	find	that	the	conservation	of	momentum	principle	is	valid	when	considering	systems	of	particles.	We	use	this
principle	to	analyze	the	masses	and	other	properties	of	previously	undetected	particles,	such	as	the	nucleus	of	an	atom	and	the	existence	of	quarks	that	make	up	particles	of	nuclei.	Figure	3	below	illustrates	how	a	particle	scattering	backward	from	another	implies	that	its	target	is	massive	and	dense.	Experiments	seeking	evidence	that	quarks	make
up	protons	(one	type	of	particle	that	makes	up	nuclei)	scattered	high-energy	electrons	off	of	protons	(nuclei	of	hydrogen	atoms).	Electrons	occasionally	scattered	straight	backward	in	a	manner	that	implied	a	very	small	and	very	dense	particle	makes	up	the	protonthis	observation	is	considered	nearly	direct	evidence	of	quarks.	The	analysis	was	based
partly	on	the	same	conservation	of	momentum	principle	that	works	so	well	on	the	large	scale.Figure	3.	A	subatomic	particle	scatters	straight	backward	from	a	target	particle.	In	experiments	seeking	evidence	for	quarks,	electrons	were	observed	to	occasionally	scatter	straight	backward	from	a	proton.The	conservation	of	momentum	principle	is	written
[latex]{p_{\text{tot}}=\text{constant}}[/latex]	or	[latex]{\textbf{p}_{\text{tot}}=\textbf{p}^{\prime}_{\text{tot}}\text{	(isolated	system)},}[/latex]	[latex]\textbf{p}_{\text{tot}}[/latex]	is	the	initial	total	momentum	and	[latex]{\textbf{p}^{\prime}_{\text{tot}}}[/latex]	is	the	total	momentum	some	time	later.An	isolated	system	is	defined	to	be	one
for	which	the	net	external	force	is	zero	[latex]{(\textbf{F}_{\text{net}}=0)}.[/latex]	During	projectile	motion	and	where	air	resistance	is	negligible,	momentum	is	conserved	in	the	horizontal	direction	because	horizontal	forces	are	zero.Conservation	of	momentum	applies	only	when	the	net	external	force	is	zero.The	conservation	of	momentum
principle	is	valid	when	considering	systems	of	particles.conservation	of	momentum	principlewhen	the	net	external	force	is	zero,	the	total	momentum	of	the	system	is	conserved	or	constantisolated	systema	system	in	which	the	net	external	force	is	zeroquarkfundamental	constituent	of	matter	and	an	elementary	particleThe	principle	of	conservation	of
momentum	is	a	fascinating	and	crucial	concept	in	physics	that	helps	us	understand	the	movement	and	interaction	of	objects.	It	may	sound	complicated	at	first,	but	once	broken	down,	it	reveals	how	objects	behave	in	predictable	and	understandable	ways	during	collisions	or	interactions.	Whether	youre	watching	two	balls	collide	in	a	game	or
considering	the	movement	of	cars	in	traffic,	the	conservation	of	momentum	is	at	play.	In	this	blog	post,	well	explore	this	principle	in	detail,	uncovering	its	significance,	how	it	works,	and	how	Newtons	Third	Law	of	Motion	connects	to	this	concept.	By	the	end,	youll	have	a	clear	understanding	of	why	and	how	momentum	is	conserved,	both	in	everyday
life	and	in	the	broader	context	of	physics.Table	of	ContentsMomentum	is	a	fundamental	concept	in	physics	that	describes	the	motion	of	objects.	Its	the	product	of	an	objects	mass	and	its	velocity.	The	principle	of	conservation	of	momentum	states	that	in	a	closed	systemmeaning	there	are	no	external	forces	acting	on	the	objectsthe	total	momentum
before	and	after	an	event	(such	as	a	collision)	remains	constant.	This	may	sound	a	bit	technical,	but	lets	break	it	down	with	a	simple	example.Imagine	two	balls	colliding	on	a	pool	table.	Before	the	collision,	each	ball	has	a	certain	momentum	based	on	its	mass	and	speed.	After	the	collision,	while	the	balls	may	move	in	different	directions	or	at	different
speeds,	the	total	momentum	of	the	system	(both	balls	combined)	remains	the	same.	This	is	because	no	external	forces	like	friction	or	air	resistance	are	acting	on	the	balls	(in	an	ideal	world),	so	the	total	momentum	of	the	system	is	conserved.	The	total	momentum	before	the	collision	is	equal	to	the	total	momentum	after	the	collision.Understanding
momentum	To	truly	grasp	the	conservation	of	momentum,	its	important	to	first	understand	what	momentum	is.	In	physics,	momentum	is	defined	as	the	product	of	an	objects	mass	and	its	velocity:Momentum	(p)	=	mass	(m)	velocity	(v)This	means	that	the	greater	an	objects	mass	or	speed,	the	greater	its	momentum.	For	instance,	a	large	truck	moving
at	a	slow	speed	might	have	more	momentum	than	a	small	car	moving	at	high	speed	because	the	truck	has	more	mass.	Momentum	is	also	a	vector	quantity,	meaning	it	has	both	magnitude	and	direction.	This	is	why	when	we	talk	about	momentum	in	the	context	of	collisions,	direction	matters.How	does	conservation	of	momentum	apply	in	real-world
scenarios?	The	principle	of	conservation	of	momentum	is	not	just	an	abstract	idea;	it	has	practical	applications	in	real-life	situations,	particularly	in	understanding	collisions.	Lets	take	a	closer	look	at	some	examples	where	momentum	conservation	plays	a	role:Example	1:	Collisions	in	sports	Sports	provide	an	excellent	illustration	of	momentum
conservation.	Consider	the	case	of	a	soccer	ball	being	kicked	by	a	player.	Before	the	kick,	the	soccer	ball	is	stationary,	so	its	momentum	is	zero.	After	the	player	kicks	the	ball,	it	begins	to	move,	and	its	momentum	is	determined	by	its	mass	and	speed.	In	this	case,	the	player	imparts	momentum	to	the	ball.	The	conservation	of	momentum	ensures	that
the	total	momentum	of	the	player	and	the	ball	together	remains	constant.	If	we	consider	the	players	momentum	(before	and	after	the	kick),	the	balls	momentum	increases	while	the	players	momentum	decreases	slightly	(because	they	push	off	the	ball),	but	the	total	momentum	is	conserved.Example	2:	Car	collisions	When	cars	collide,	the	law	of
conservation	of	momentum	helps	explain	the	forces	at	work.	If	two	cars	crash	into	each	other,	the	momentum	of	each	car	before	the	collision	is	transferred	to	the	other	car.	If	the	cars	are	of	different	sizes	and	masses,	the	way	they	move	after	the	collision	is	based	on	the	conservation	of	momentum.	For	instance,	if	a	small	car	collides	with	a	large
truck,	the	smaller	car	will	likely	move	more	significantly	after	the	collision,	while	the	truck	may	barely	move,	but	the	total	momentum	of	the	two	vehicles	together	remains	the	same	before	and	after	the	crash.	Understanding	this	principle	helps	engineers	design	safer	cars	by	ensuring	that	the	forces	during	a	crash	are	manageable.Example	3:	Rocket
propulsion	Another	fascinating	application	of	the	conservation	of	momentum	is	in	rocket	propulsion.	When	a	rocket	launches,	it	expels	gas	from	its	engines	at	high	speed.	According	to	the	principle	of	conservation	of	momentum,	the	rocket	moves	in	the	opposite	direction	of	the	expelled	gas.	The	total	momentum	of	the	system	(rocket	and	gas)	before
launch	is	zero	because	neither	is	moving.	As	the	gas	is	expelled	downward	at	high	velocity,	the	rocket	moves	upward.	The	downward	momentum	of	the	gas	is	equal	and	opposite	to	the	upward	momentum	of	the	rocket,	ensuring	that	the	total	momentum	of	the	system	remains	constant.Newtons	third	law	and	momentum	conservation	Now,	lets	connect
the	principle	of	conservation	of	momentum	to	Newtons	Third	Law	of	Motion.	Newtons	Third	Law	states	that	for	every	action,	there	is	an	equal	and	opposite	reaction.	This	law	plays	a	vital	role	in	understanding	why	momentum	is	conserved	during	collisions.Lets	break	this	down.	When	two	objects	collide,	they	exert	forces	on	each	other.	According	to
Newtons	Third	Law,	these	forces	are	equal	in	size	and	opposite	in	direction.	So,	if	object	A	exerts	a	force	on	object	B,	object	B	exerts	the	same	magnitude	of	force	on	object	A	in	the	opposite	direction.	These	forces	cause	changes	in	momentum.	However,	because	the	forces	are	equal	and	opposite,	the	total	momentum	of	the	system	remains
unchanged.This	is	why	the	momentum	before	and	after	a	collision	is	conserved	in	an	ideal,	closed	system	where	no	external	forces	(like	friction	or	air	resistance)	are	involved.	The	action-reaction	forces	are	what	allow	momentum	to	be	transferred	between	objects	without	changing	the	total	momentum	of	the	system.Types	of	collisions	and	momentum
conservation	Collisions	can	be	classified	into	two	main	types:	elastic	and	inelastic.	These	classifications	help	us	understand	how	momentum	is	conserved	differently	in	each	case.Elastic	collisions	In	an	elastic	collision,	both	momentum	and	kinetic	energy	are	conserved.	The	objects	involved	in	the	collision	bounce	off	each	other	without	losing	any
energy	to	heat,	sound,	or	deformation.	A	common	example	of	an	elastic	collision	is	the	interaction	between	two	billiard	balls.	When	one	ball	strikes	another,	the	total	momentum	before	and	after	the	collision	remains	the	same,	and	the	kinetic	energy	of	the	system	is	also	conserved.	While	perfect	elastic	collisions	are	idealized,	they	help	us	understand
the	fundamental	principles	of	momentum	conservation.Inelastic	collisions	In	an	inelastic	collision,	momentum	is	still	conserved,	but	kinetic	energy	is	not.	Some	of	the	energy	is	transformed	into	other	forms,	like	heat	or	sound,	or	used	to	deform	the	objects	involved.	A	good	example	of	an	inelastic	collision	is	a	car	crash,	where	the	cars	may	crumple	or
change	shape	as	a	result	of	the	impact.	Although	momentum	is	still	conserved	(as	long	as	no	external	forces	are	involved),	kinetic	energy	is	lost	to	deformation	and	heat.Mathematical	representation	of	momentum	conservation	The	conservation	of	momentum	can	be	represented	mathematically	using	the	following	formula:mv	+	mv	=	mv	+	mvWhere:m
and	m	are	the	masses	of	the	two	objectsv	and	v	are	the	velocities	of	the	objects	before	the	collisionv	and	v	are	the	velocities	of	the	objects	after	the	collisionThis	equation	expresses	that	the	total	momentum	of	the	two	objects	before	the	collision	(mv	+	mv)	is	equal	to	the	total	momentum	after	the	collision	(mv	+	mv).	By	applying	this	formula,	we	can
solve	for	unknown	quantities	such	as	the	final	velocities	of	the	objects	after	the	collision.Conclusion	The	principle	of	conservation	of	momentum	is	an	essential	idea	in	physics	that	helps	us	understand	the	motion	of	objects	during	collisions	and	interactions.	From	sports	to	car	accidents	to	rocket	launches,	this	principle	plays	a	crucial	role	in	explaining
the	dynamics	of	our	world.	By	connecting	it	to	Newtons	Third	Law,	we	gain	a	deeper	understanding	of	how	forces	work	in	pairs	to	transfer	momentum	and	ensure	its	conservation	in	closed	systems.	Whether	its	a	simple	collision	of	balls	or	a	complex	interaction	between	vehicles,	the	conservation	of	momentum	remains	a	foundational	concept	in
physics	that	continues	to	be	applied	in	numerous	fields	today.What	do	you	think?	Can	you	think	of	any	other	real-world	examples	where	the	principle	of	momentum	conservation	applies?	How	might	this	knowledge	influence	the	way	we	approach	safety	or	design	in	different	industries?	Youve	learned	about	momentum	for	singular	objects.	The	question
now,	is	what	happens	if	you	have	more	than	one	object?	How	can	momentum	be	used	to	understand	what	happens	when	two	objects	collide?	The	answer	comes	from	a	law	known	as	the	law	of	the	conservation	of	momentum.	In	this	post,	well	cover	the	law	of	conservation	of	momentum,	the	difference	between	elastic	and	inelastic	collisions,	and
examples	of	each.	Interested	in	an	Albert	school	license?	Momentum	is,	effectively,	a	measure	of	how	hard	it	will	be	to	stop	a	moving	object.	This	is	a	common	value	in	physics	as	it	applies	to	every	moving	object.	We	already	learned	how	to	calculate	momentum	so	now	well	learn	how	actions	affect	momentum.	The	Law	of	Conservation	of
MomentumThe	law	of	conservation	of	momentum	states	that	all	of	the	momentum	in	a	system	before	an	action	takes	place	must	be	equal	to	all	of	the	momentum	in	the	system	after	the	action.	In	summary,	for	all	actions,	momentum	must	be	conserved.	This	is	true	when	looking	at	the	movement	of	a	single	object,	or	interactions	between	two	or	more
objects.	This	is	also	true	for	linear	momentum	and	angular	momentum.	Momentum	is	the	product	of	an	objects	mass	and	speed.	You	may	be	able	to	see	a	link	to	kinetic	energy	with	those	values.	Although	momentum	and	energy	are	not	equivalent,	the	same	principles	that	apply	to	the	conservation	of	energy	also	apply	to	the	conservation	of
momentum.	If	you	have	some	amount	of	something,	that	thing	cannot	vanish	because	of	an	action.	It	can	be	transferred	from	one	object	to	another,	but	it	cannot	vanish.	Explore	Conservation	of	Momentum	on	Albert	The	conservation	of	momentum	appears	in	many	areas	of	physics.	It	helps	engineers	better	understand	what	happens	during	car
crashes	to	help	keep	us	safe.	In	sports,	it	explains	what	will	happen	when	hitting	a	baseball	or	tackling	another	player.	These	would	mostly	be	cases	of	linear	momentum,	but	this	law	applies	to	angular	momentum	as	well.	Well	be	sticking	with	linear	momentum	for	the	rest	of	this	post,	but	know	that	this	same	idea	can	help	predict	how	objects	move
when	in	orbit	or	when	changing	direction.	We	often	utilize	the	law	of	conservation	of	momentum	when	looking	at	collisions.	This	law	applies	to	both	elastic	and	inelastic	collisions.	An	elastic	collision	is	one	in	which	two	objects	collide	and	then	bounce	apart.	This	can	be	a	basketball	bouncing	off	the	floor	or	one	ball	in	a	game	of	pool	bouncing	off
another.	An	inelastic	collision	is	the	opposite	of	an	elastic	collision.	In	these,	the	two	objects	collide	and	then	stick	together.	This	can	be	a	car	crash	or	a	cooked	piece	of	pasta	sticking	to	a	wall.	The	main	similarity	in	both	of	these	collisions	is	that	momentum	is	conserved.	In	reality,	this	usually	has	to	account	for	energy	lost	to	the	production	of	sound
or	heat.	For	the	sake	of	your	physics	courses,	though,	you	genuinely	wont	account	for	these	things.	The	main	difference	between	elastic	and	inelastic	collisions	is	that	elastic	collisions	bounce	apart	while	inelastic	collisions	stick	together.	If	you	have	trouble	figuring	out	how	to	know	if	a	collision	is	elastic	or	inelastic,	its	important	to	try	to	picture
whats	actually	happening.	With	words	like	bounce,	moved	apart	after	colliding,	or	separated,	youve	got	an	elastic	collision.	On	the	other	hand,	if	you	have	stuck	together,	moved	together	after	colliding,	or	becomes	embedded,	then	its	an	inelastic	collision.	Elastic	CollisionInelastic	CollisionObjects	Bounce	ApartObjects	Stick	TogetherMomentum	is
Conserved	Interested	in	an	Albert	school	license?	The	conservation	of	momentum	equation	is	a	relatively	straightforward	one:	Conservation	of	Momentum	Equation\Sigma	p_{i}=\Sigma	p_{f}\Sigma	m_{i}v_{i}=\Sigma	m_{f}v_{f}	The	reason	we	use	the	\Sigma	symbol	is	to	show	that	this	is	true	for	several	momentum	values.	You	could	also	substitute
in	the	momentum	equation	and	write	the	equation	for	the	conservation	of	momentum	using	masses	and	velocities.	Here,	weve	used	i	to	indicate	initial	values	and	f	final	values	respectively.	We	often	use	numbers	to	represent	these	different	values,	but	youll	see	why	we	used	letters	here	in	a	moment.	Youve	probably	seen	the	conservation	of
momentum	mentioned	with	collisions.	This	law	can	be	applied	to	elastic	or	inelastic	collisions	by	expanding	our	equation	a	bit	to	include	two	objects:	m_{1i}v{1i}+m_{2i}v_{2i}=m_{1f}v_{1f}+m_{2f}v_{2f}	We	can	use	numbers	to	note	whether	we	are	talking	about	object	one	or	two	and	letters	to	note	whether	we	are	talking	about	the	value	before
(i	for	initial)	or	after	(f	for	final)	an	action	has	taken	place.	This	can	help	us	predict	how	an	object	will	behave	after	a	collision	because	we	can	see	how	momentum	needs	to	be	balanced.	If	before	the	collision,	object	one	had	very	little	momentum	while	object	two	had	a	lot,	and	then	after	the	collision,	object	one	now	has	a	lot	of	momentum,	we	can
predict	that	object	two	should	have	less	momentum	after	the	collision.	The	more	you	work	with	the	concept,	the	better	you	will	get	at	making	predictions	around	changes	in	mass	or	velocity	after	collisions.	Explore	Conservation	of	Momentum	on	Albert	There	are	many	examples	of	the	conservation	of	momentum	in	the	real	world.	A	famous	one	is
Newtons	cradle,	where	momentum	is	transferred	from	one	ball	through	several	others	to	finally	launch	the	ball	on	the	opposite	end.	The	Moons	motion	is	an	excellent	example	of	the	conservation	of	angular	momentum	if	youd	like	to	learn	more	about	it.	For	now,	lets	look	at	an	in-lab	experiment	where	this	can	be	proven.	To	run	this	experiment,	youll
need	two	carts,	a	frictionless	air	track,	and	a	way	to	measure	velocity.	You	can	also	utilize	an	online	simulator.	To	start,	well	model	an	elastic	collision	and	then	an	inelastic	collision.	To	do	this,	well	record	the	mass	of	our	two	carts	before	pushing	them	toward	each	other.	Youll	need	to	measure	the	initial	and	final	velocities	each	time	you	do	this.	Initial
Velocity	of	Cart	1	(m_{1i}=	1\text{	kg})v_{1i}Initial	Velocity	of	Cart	2	(	m_{2i}=	3\text{	kg})v_{2i}Final	Velocity	of	Cart	1	(m_{1i}=	1\text{	kg})v_{1f}Final	Velocity	of	Cart	2	(	m_{2i}=	3\text{	kg})v_{2f}Trial	#15\text{	m/s}-0.9\text{	m/s}-4\text{	m/s}2\text{	m/s}Trial	#25.2\text{	m/s}-1\text{	m/s}-4.2\text{	m/s}2.2\text{	m/s}Trial	#34.9\text{
m/s}-0.9\text{	m/s}-4.1\text{	m/s}2\text{	m/s}	Now,	we	can	use	this	data	to	check	that	the	conservation	of	momentum	equation	works.	To	do	this,	we	simply	need	to	plug	in	our	values	and	see	if	the	equation	is	balanced.	Keep	in	mind	that	your	data	likely	has	some	degree	of	error	so	these	values	may	not	work	out	perfectly	each	time.	So,	well	set	up	a
table	to	see	how	similar	the	two	sides	are.	Well	show	our	work	for	the	first	trial,	but	after	that,	well	just	show	the	results.	m_{1i}v_{1i}+m_{2i}v_{2i}m_{1f}v_{1f}+m_{2f}v_{2f}	Trial	#11\text{	kg}\cdot	5\text{	m/s}+3\text{	kg}\cdot	-0.9\text{	m/s}	=5\text{	kg	m/s}-2.7\text{	kg	m/s}=2.3\text{	kg	m/s}1\text{	kg}\cdot	-4\text{	m/s}+3\text{
kg}\cdot	2\text{	m/s}	=-4\text{	kg	m/s}+6\text{	kg	m/s}	=2\text{	kg	m/s}Trial	#22.2\text{	kg	m/s}2.4\text{	kg	m/s}Trial	#32.2\text{	kg	m/s}2\text{	kg	m/s}	As	expected,	not	all	of	these	values	are	a	perfect	match.	They	are	close	enough,	however,	that	the	differences	could	be	due	to	human	error	or	imprecise	measurements.	For	this	reason,	we	can
conclude	that	our	experiment	would	prove	the	law	of	the	conservation	of	momentum	holds	for	elastic	collisions.	Now	lets	check	if	this	is	true	for	inelastic	collisions.	Interested	in	an	Albert	school	license?	Now,	well	repeat	the	experiment	for	inelastic	collisions.	This	time,	we	will	make	sure	the	two	carts	stick	together	after	colliding.	We	will	then	record
our	data	and	check	that	the	equation	holds	in	the	same	way.	One	common	way	to	make	the	two	carts	stick	together	is	to	add	velcro	to	the	ends	of	the	carts.	Note:	Because	the	carts	stick	together	after,	we	will	only	have	one	mass	and	one	velocity	value	on	the	right-hand	side	of	our	equation.	This	means	our	table	and	notation	will	look	a	little	bit
different.	Initial	Velocity	of	Cart	1	(m_{1i}=	1\text{	kg})v_{1i}Initial	Velocity	of	Cart	2	(	m_{2i}=	3\text{	kg})v_{2i}Combined	Velocity	of	Both	Carts(m_{f}=	4\text{	kg})v_fTrial	#14.8\text{	m/s}0\text{	m/s}1.2\text{	m/s}Trial	#25.3\text{	m/s}0\text{	m/s}1.3\text{	m/s}Trial	#35.1\text{	m/s}0\text{	m/s}1.2\text{	m/s}	Now	that	we	have	our	data,
we	can	set	up	the	same	table	wed	had	before	to	check	the	equation	for	the	conservation	of	momentum.	Again,	well	show	work	for	the	first	trial	but	none	of	the	others.	m_{1i}v{1i}+m_{2i}v_{2i}(m_{1f}+m_{2f})v_{f}	Trial	#11\text{	kg}\cdot	4.8\text{	m/s}+3\text{	kg}\cdot	0\text{	m/s}=4.8\text{	kg	m/s}+0\text{	kg	m/s}=4.8\text{	kg	m/s}(1\text{
kg}+3\text{	kg})\cdot	1.2\text{	m/s}=4.8\text{	kg	m/s}Trial	#25.3\text{	kg	m/s}5.2\text{	kg	m/s}Trial	#35.1\text{	kg	m/s}4.8\text{	kg	m/s}	Again,	not	all	of	our	numbers	match	perfectly,	but	they	are	close	enough	to	conclude	the	conservation	of	momentum	applies	to	inelastic	collisions.	Explore	Conservation	of	Momentum	on	Albert	Now	weve
learned	about	the	conservation	of	momentum,	the	difference	between	elastic	and	inelastic	collisions,	and	how	to	apply	the	conservation	of	momentum	to	different	types	of	collisions.	This	is	one	of	the	fundamental	laws	that	help	shape	the	universe	and	youll	continue	to	see	it	throughout	your	physics	journey.	You	need	to	enable	JavaScript	to	access
Isaac	Physics.	Home	>	Beginners	Guide	to	Aeronautics	Conservation	of	Momentum	SummaryThe	conservation	of	momentum	is	a	fundamental	concept	of	physics	along	with	the	conservation	of	energy	and	the	conservation	of	mass.	Momentum	is	defined	to	be	the	mass	of	an	object	multiplied	by	the	velocity	of	the	object.	The	conservation	of	momentum
states	that,	within	some	problem	domain,	the	amount	of	momentum	remains	constant;	momentum	is	neither	created	nor	destroyed,	but	only	changed	through	the	action	of	forces	as	described	by	Newtons	laws	of	motion.	Dealing	with	momentum	is	more	difficult	than	dealing	with	mass	and	energy	because	momentum	is	a	vector	quantity	having	both	a
magnitude	and	a	direction.	Momentum	is	conserved	in	all	three	physical	directions	at	the	same	time.	It	is	even	more	difficult	when	dealing	with	a	gas	because	forces	in	one	direction	can	affect	the	momentum	in	another	direction	because	of	the	collisions	of	many	molecules.On	this	slide,	we	will	present	a	very,	very	simplified	flow	problem	where
properties	only	change	in	one	direction.	The	problem	is	further	simplified	by	considering	a	steady	flow	which	does	not	change	with	time	and	by	limiting	the	forces	to	only	those	associated	with	the	pressure.	Be	aware	that	real	flow	problems	are	much	more	complex	than	this	simple	example.DerivationLet	us	consider	the	flow	of	a	gas	through	a	domain
in	which	flow	properties	only	change	in	one	direction,	which	we	will	call	x.	The	gas	enters	the	domain	at	station	1	with	some	velocity	u	and	some	pressure	p	and	exits	at	station	2	with	a	different	value	of	velocity	and	pressure.	For	simplicity,	we	will	assume	that	the	density	r	remains	constant	within	the	domain	and	that	the	area	A	through	which	the
gas	flows	also	remains	constant.	The	location	of	stations	1	and	2	are	separated	by	a	distance	called	del	x.	Delta	is	the	little	triangle(\(ormalsize	\Delta\))	and	is	the	Greek	letter	d.	Mathematicians	often	use	this	symbol	to	denote	a	change	or	variation	of	a	quantity.	A	change	with	distance	is	referred	to	as	a	gradient	to	avoid	confusion	with	a	change	with
time	which	is	called	a	rate.	The	velocity	gradient	is	indicated	by	\(ormalsize	\frac{\Delta	u}{\Delta	x}\);	the	change	in	velocity	per	change	in	distance.	So	at	station	2,	the	velocity	is	given	by	the	velocity	at	1	plus	the	gradient	times	the	distance.\(\LARGE	u_{2}=u_{1}+\frac{\Delta	u}{\Delta	x}{\Delta	x}\)A	similar	expression	gives	the	pressure	at	the
exit:\(\LARGE	p_{2}=p_{1}+\frac{\Delta	p}{\Delta	x}{\Delta	x}\)Newtons	second	law	of	motion	states	that	force	F	is	equal	to	the	change	in	momentum	with	respect	to	time.	For	an	object	with	constant	mass	m	this	reduces	to	the	mass	times	acceleration	a.	An	acceleration	is	a	change	in	velocity	with	a	change	in	time	(\(ormalsize	\frac{\Delta	u}
{\Delta	t}\)).	Then:\(\LARGE	F=ma=m\frac{\Delta	u}{\Delta	t}\)The	force	in	this	problem	comes	from	the	pressure	gradient.	Since	pressure	is	a	force	per	unit	area,	the	net	force	on	our	fluid	domain	is	the	pressure	times	the	area	at	the	exit	minus	the	pressure	times	the	area	at	the	entrance.\(\LARGE	F=-[(pA)_{2}-(pA)_{1}]=m\frac{u_{2}-u_{1}}
{\Delta	t}\)The	minus	sign	at	the	beginning	of	this	expression	is	used	because	gases	move	from	a	region	of	high	pressure	to	a	region	of	low	pressure;	if	the	pressure	increases	with	x,	the	velocity	will	decrease.	Substituting	for	our	expressions	for	velocity	and	pressure:\(\LARGE	-[(p+\frac{\Delta	p}{\Delta	x}{\Delta	x}A)-pA]=m\frac{u+\frac{\Delta	u}
{\Delta	x}{\Delta	x}-u}{{\Delta	t}}\)Simplify:\(\LARGE	-\frac{\Delta	p}{\Delta	x}{\Delta	x}A=m\frac{\Delta	u}{\Delta	x}\frac{\Delta	x}{\Delta	t}\)Noting	that	(\(ormalsize	\frac{\Delta	x}{\Delta	t}\))	is	the	velocity	and	that	the	mass	is	the	density	r	times	the	volume	(area	times	\(ormalsize	{\Delta	x}\)):\(\LARGE	-\frac{\Delta	p}{\Delta	x}{\Delta
x}A=r{\Delta	x}A\frac{\Delta	u}{\Delta	x}u\)Simplify:\(\LARGE	-\frac{\Delta	p}{\Delta	x}=ru\frac{\Delta	u}{\Delta	x}\)The	\(ormalsize	\frac{\Delta	p}{\Delta	x}\)	and	\(ormalsize	\frac{\Delta	u}{\Delta	x}\)	represent	the	pressure	and	velocity	gradients.	If	we	shrink	our	domain	down	to	differential	sizes,	these	gradients	become	differentials:\(\LARGE
-\frac{\text{d}p}{\text{d}x}=ru\frac{\text{d}u}{\text{d}x}\)This	is	a	one	dimensional,	steady	form	of	Eulers	Equation.	It	is	interesting	to	note	that	the	pressure	drop	of	a	fluid	(the	term	on	the	left)	is	proportional	to	both	the	value	of	the	velocity	and	the	gradient	of	the	velocity.	A	solution	of	this	momentum	equation	gives	us	the	form	of	the	dynamic
pressure	that	appears	in	Bernoullis	Equation.	Explore	the	essentials	of	momentum	conservation	in	physics,	its	laws,	applications	in	astronomy	and	engineering,	and	real-world	implications.Understanding	the	Conservation	of	MomentumThe	principle	of	the	conservation	of	momentum	is	a	fundamental	concept	in	physics,	playing	a	crucial	role	in
understanding	how	objects	interact	in	isolated	systems.	This	law	states	that	the	total	momentum	of	a	closed	system	remains	constant	over	time,	provided	no	external	forces	act	upon	it.Laws	of	Conservation	of	MomentumThe	conservation	of	momentum	is	deeply	rooted	in	Newtons	Laws	of	Motion,	particularly	his	third	law,	which	states	that	for	every
action,	there	is	an	equal	and	opposite	reaction.	When	two	objects	interact,	the	total	momentum	before	the	interaction	equals	the	total	momentum	after	the	interaction,	assuming	no	external	forces	are	involved.This	can	be	mathematically	expressed	as:Momentum	before	interaction	=	Momentum	after	interactionm1v1i	+	m2v2i	=	m1v1f	+	m2v2fWhere
m	represents	mass,	vi	is	the	initial	velocity,	and	vf	is	the	final	velocity	of	the	objects	(1	and	2).Applications	of	Conservation	of	MomentumAstronomy:	This	principle	is	used	to	understand	and	predict	the	motion	of	celestial	bodies,	such	as	planets,	stars,	and	galaxies.Collision	Analysis:	In	physics	and	engineering,	conservation	of	momentum	is	crucial	for
analyzing	collisions	and	explosions,	aiding	in	the	calculation	of	resulting	velocities.Recreational	Activities:	It	is	observable	in	everyday	life,	for	example,	in	sports	like	pool	or	billiards,	where	the	collision	of	balls	demonstrates	momentum	conservation.Calculating	Momentum	in	PhysicsMomentum	(p)	is	calculated	using	the	formula:p	=	mvWhere	m	is
the	mass	of	the	object	and	v	is	its	velocity.	In	a	system	of	particles,	the	total	momentum	is	the	vector	sum	of	individual	momenta.	This	becomes	particularly	useful	in	understanding	interactions	in	systems	with	multiple	moving	objects.For	example,	in	a	two-object	system	where	one	object	is	stationary	before	collision:m1v1	+	0	=	m1v1f	+	m2v2fThis
equation	allows	us	to	solve	for	the	unknown	final	velocities,	assuming	we	know	the	masses	and	initial	velocity.Conservation	of	Momentum	in	Elastic	and	Inelastic	CollisionsCollisions	are	categorized	into	two	types	based	on	momentum	conservation:	elastic	and	inelastic.	In	elastic	collisions,	both	momentum	and	kinetic	energy	are	conserved.	This	is
often	idealized	in	physics	problems	but	can	be	closely	observed	in	interactions	like	billiard	ball	collisions.	The	equation	for	an	elastic	collision	is:m1v1i	+	m2v2i	=	m1v1f	+	m2v2fWhere	kinetic	energy,	KE	=	mv2,	is	also	conserved.In	inelastic	collisions,	on	the	other	hand,	the	objects	may	stick	together	or	deform,	leading	to	a	loss	of	kinetic	energy,
though	momentum	remains	conserved.	The	conservation	of	momentum	in	inelastic	collisions	is	expressed	as:m1v1i	+	m2v2i	=	(m1	+	m2)vfThis	equation	helps	in	understanding	phenomena	like	car	crashes	or	the	collision	of	astronomical	objects,	where	deformation	or	sticking	together	occurs.Real-world	Implications	of	Momentum
ConservationUnderstanding	momentum	conservation	has	practical	implications	in	various	fields:Safety	Engineering:	Designing	safer	vehicles	and	structures	by	analyzing	how	momentum	is	transferred	during	collisions.Space	Exploration:	Maneuvering	spacecraft	and	satellites,	where	the	conservation	of	momentum	is	crucial	for	precise	movements	in
a	vacuum.Momentum	conservation	is	not	just	a	theoretical	concept	but	a	practical	tool	that	explains	and	predicts	the	outcomes	of	various	physical	interactions	in	our	universe.ConclusionThe	law	of	conservation	of	momentum	is	a	cornerstone	in	physics,	offering	a	fundamental	understanding	of	how	objects	interact	in	isolated	systems.	Its	application
ranges	from	simple	everyday	observations	to	complex	scientific	explorations	in	astronomy	and	engineering.	By	understanding	and	applying	this	principle,	we	gain	insight	into	the	workings	of	the	universe,	from	the	collision	of	pool	balls	to	the	movement	of	celestial	bodies.	Its	a	testament	to	the	elegance	and	universality	of	physical	laws,	providing	a
consistent	framework	to	comprehend	the	dynamics	of	our	world.	Learn	about	the	Law	of	Conservation	of	Momentum,	its	definition,	real-life	examples,	applications,	and	importance	in	physics	and	engineering.	READ	ALSO	Photoelectric	effect,	X-rays,	Radioactive	and	Nuclear	Energy	Table	of	Contents	At	the	end	of	this	article,	students	should	be	able
to	know:	The	Meaning	of	the	Law	Examples	of	law	of	conservation	of	momentum	Applications	and	examples	Importance	of	law	of	conservation	of	Momentum	Revision	Questions	and	Answers	The	Law	of	Conservation	of	Momentum:	Definition	and	Examples	The	Law	of	Conservation	of	Momentum	is	a	fundamental	principle	in	physics	that	explains	how
momentum	is	preserved	in	a	system.	This	principle	is	crucial	in	understanding	collisions,	motion,	and	various	real-life	applications.	What	is	the	Law	of	Conservation	of	Momentum?	The	Law	States:	The	total	momentum	of	a	closed	system	remains	constant	if	no	external	forces	act	on	it.	In	simple	terms,	momentum	is	neither	created	nor	destroyed;	it	is
merely	transferred	between	objects	in	a	system.	Formula:	Momentum	()	is	given	by:	Momentum	(p)	=	Mass	(m)	Velocity	(v)	For	a	system	of	objects:	Total	Initial	Momentum	=	Total	Final	Momentum	or	mv	+	mv	=	mv	+	mv	where:	m,	m	=	masses	of	objects	v,	v	=	initial	velocities	v,	v	=	final	velocities	Types	of	Collisions	Momentum	conservation	applies
to	different	types	of	collisions:	Elastic	Collisions	Both	momentum	and	kinetic	energy	are	conserved	(e.g.,	billiard	balls	colliding).	Inelastic	Collisions	Momentum	is	conserved,	but	kinetic	energy	is	not	(e.g.,	a	car	crash).	Perfectly	Inelastic	Collisions	Objects	stick	together	after	collision,	and	only	momentum	is	conserved.	1.	Car	Accidents	When	two	cars
collide,	the	total	momentum	before	impact	is	equal	to	the	total	momentum	after	impact,	considering	external	forces	like	friction.	2.	Rocket	Propulsion	A	rocket	expels	gas	downward,	and	in	response,	it	moves	upward.	The	momentum	of	expelled	gases	equals	the	rockets	gained	momentum.	3.	Gun	Recoil	When	a	gun	is	fired,	the	bullet	moves	forward
while	the	gun	moves	backward	with	equal	and	opposite	momentum.	4.	Billiards	When	a	cue	ball	strikes	another	ball,	momentum	is	transferred,	affecting	the	movement	of	both	balls.	5.	Skating	on	Ice	If	two	ice	skaters	push	off	each	other,	they	move	in	opposite	directions	with	equal	momentum	in	magnitude	but	opposite	in	direction.	Applications	of	the
Law	of	Conservation	of	Momentum	1.	Astronomy	and	Space	Science	Spacecraft	rely	on	momentum	conservation	principles	for	maneuvering	in	space.	2.	Engineering	and	Safety	Design	Car	airbags	and	crumple	zones	are	designed	to	distribute	momentum	more	safely	during	crashes.	3.	Sports	and	Games	Understanding	momentum	helps	in	sports	like
football,	baseball,	and	even	bowling.	4.	Robotics	and	AI	Movement	Robots	use	momentum	conservation	for	efficient	movement	and	control.	Importance	of	Law	of	Conservation	of	Momentum	Explains	Motion	and	Collisions	Helps	analyze	and	predict	motion	in	various	physical	systems.	Enhances	Safety	Mechanisms	Applied	in	vehicle	safety	and	accident
analysis.	Fundamental	in	Physics	and	Engineering	Used	in	designing	machines,	aircraft,	and	spacecraft.	Key	Takeaways	Momentum	is	conserved	in	a	closed	system	unless	external	forces	act.	The	principle	applies	to	elastic,	inelastic,	and	perfectly	inelastic	collisions.	Real-life	examples	include	car	crashes,	rockets,	and	sports	dynamics.	Conclusion	on
the	law	of	conservation	The	Law	of	Conservation	of	Momentum	is	essential	in	understanding	motion	and	impact	in	both	small-scale	and	large-scale	systems.	Whether	in	sports,	engineering,	or	space	exploration,	this	principle	governs	how	forces	and	motions	interact.	READ	ALSO	Law	of	Conservation	of	Energy,	Definition	and	Examples	Q1:	What	does
the	Law	of	Conservation	of	Momentum	state?A:	The	total	momentum	of	a	system	remains	constant	if	no	external	forces	act	on	it.	Q2:	What	is	an	example	of	an	inelastic	collision?A:	A	car	crash	where	the	vehicles	stick	together	post-collision.	Q3:	How	does	momentum	conservation	explain	rocket	propulsion?A:	The	expelled	gas	moves	in	one	direction,
and	the	rocket	moves	in	the	opposite	direction	with	equal	momentum.	Q4:	What	happens	when	two	skaters	push	each	other	apart?A:	They	move	in	opposite	directions	with	equal	and	opposite	momentum.	Q5:	Can	kinetic	energy	be	lost	while	momentum	is	conserved?A:	Yes,	in	inelastic	collisions,	some	kinetic	energy	is	converted	into	heat	or
deformation	energy.	By	understanding	and	knowing	the	Law	of	Conservation	of	Momentum,	we	gain	deeper	insights	into	motion,	forces,	and	impact	dynamics.	If	you	found	this	article	helpful,	share	it	and	stay	tuned	for	more	physics	insights!	
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