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City and metropolitan borough in West Yorkshire, England This article is about the metropolitan borough (division of West Yorkshire county). For the city itself of the same name, see Bradford. For other uses, see Bradford (disambiguation). City and metropolitan borough in EnglandCity of BradfordCity and metropolitan boroughBradfordFrom left to
rightTop: Bradford City Hall and fountainsUpper: Queensbury and Shipley skylineLower: Silsden town hall and Keighley town centreBottom: Bingley All Saints Church and Ilkley Moor Coat of armsNickname: "Wool City'[1][2]Motto: 'Progress-Industry-Humanity'Bradford shown within West YorkshireCoordinates: 53°47°31"N 1°45'14"W / 53.792°N
1.754°W [/ 53.792; -1.754Sovereign stateUnited KingdomCountryEnglandRegionYorkshire and the HumberCeremonial countyWest YorkshireHistoric countyYorkshireAdmin HQBradfordBorough charter1847City status1897City of Bradford Met. District created1974Government ¢ TypeMetropolitan borough, City ¢ Governing bodyCity of Bradford
Metropolitan District Council * Council LeaderSusan Hinchcliffe (Lab) ¢ Lord MayorCllr Doreen Lee (Lab) ¢ Deputy Lord MayorCllr Shabir Hussain (Lab) * MPs:Anna Dixon (Lab)Naz Shah (Lab)Robbie Moore (Con) Judith Cummins (Lab)Imran Hussain (Lab)Area ¢ Total143 sq mi (370 km2)Population (2022) ¢ Total552,644 (Ranked
9th) * Density3,341/sq mi (1,290/km?2) * Ethnicity (2021 census)[4]61.1% White32.1% Asian2.0% Black2.7% Mixed2.0% Other [3]Ethnicity (2021)[5] ¢ Ethnic groups List 61.1% White 32.1% Asian 2.7% Mixed 2% Black 2% other Religion (2021)[5] ¢ Religion List 33.4% Christianity 30.5% Islam 28.2% no religion 5.5% not stated 0.9% Sikhism 0.9%
Hinduism 0.4% other 0.2% Buddhism 0.1% Judaism Time zoneUTC+0 (Greenwich Mean Time)PostcodeBD, LSArea code(s)01274 (urban core/wider city)01535 (Keighley)01943 (Ilkley)ISO 3166-2GB-BFDONS code00CX (ONS)E08000032 (GSS)NUTS 3UKE410S grid referenceSE164331Websitewww.bradford.gov.ukClick the map for an interactive
fullscreen view Bradford (/'breedferd/ ),[6] also known as the City of Bradford, is a metropolitan borough in West Yorkshire, England. It is named after its largest settlement, Bradford, but covers a larger area which includes the towns and villages of Keighley, Shipley, Bingley, Ilkley, Haworth, Silsden, Queensbury, Thornton and Denholme. Bradford
has a population of 528,155,[7] making it the fourth-most populous metropolitan district and the ninth-most populous local authority district in England. It forms part of the West Yorkshire Urban Area conurbation which in 2011 had a population of 1,777,934,[8] and the city is part of the Leeds-Bradford Larger Urban Zone (LUZ), which, with a
population of 2,393,300, is the fourth largest in the United Kingdom after London, Birmingham and Manchester.[9] The city is situated on the edge of the Pennines, and is bounded to the east by the City of Leeds, the south by the Metropolitan Borough of Kirklees and the south west by the Metropolitan Borough of Calderdale. The Pendle borough of
Lancashire lies to the west whilst the unitary authority of North Yorkshire lie to the north west and north east of the city. Bradford is the 4th largest metropolitan district in the country, and the contiguous urban area to the north which includes the towns of Shipley and Bingley is heavily populated. The spa town of Ilkley lies further north, whilst the
town of Keighley lies to the west. Roughly two thirds of the district is rural, with an environment varying from moorlands in the north and west, to valleys and floodplains formed by the river systems that flow throughout the district. More than half of Bradford's land is green open space, stretching over part of the Airedale and Wharfedale Valleys,
across the hills and the Pennine moorland between. The Yorkshire Dales and the Peak District are both in close proximity.[10] The City of Bradford has architecture designated as being of special or historic importance, most of which were constructed with local stone, with 5,800 listed buildings and 59 conservation areas.[11] The model village of
Saltaire has been listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Central Bradford rose to prominence during the 19th century as an international centre of textile manufacture, particularly wool. The area's access to a supply of coal, iron ore and soft water facilitated the growth of Bradford's manufacturing base, which, as textile manufacture grew, led to
an explosion in population and was a stimulus to civic investment. However, Bradford has faced similar challenges to the rest of the post-industrial area of northern England, including deindustrialisation, housing problems, and economic deprivation. Wool and textiles still play an important part in the city's economy, but today's fastest-growing sectors
include information technology, financial services, digital industries, environmental technologies, cultural industries, tourism and retail headquarters and distribution. Bradford has experienced significant levels of immigration throughout the 19th and 20th centuries. In the 1840s Bradford's population was significantly increased by migrants from
Ireland,[12] particularly rural County Mayo and County Sligo, and by 1851 around 18,000 people of Irish origin resided in the town, representing around 10% of the population, the largest proportion in Yorkshire. Around the same time there was also an influx of German Jewish migrants to the town, and by 1910 around 1,500 people of German origin
resided in the city.[13] In the 1950s there was large scale immigration from South Asia and to a lesser extent from Poland. Bradford has the second highest proportion in England and Wales outside London, in terms of population (behind Birmingham) and in percentage (behind Slough, Leicester, Luton and Blackburn with Darwen). An estimated
140,149 people of South Asian origin reside in the city, representing around 26.83% of the city's population.[14] An estimated 352,317 of all White ethnic groups reside in the city which includes people of Polish and Irish origin, representing around 67.44% of the city's population.[15] Bradford has been designated UK City of Culture for 2025.[16]
Bradford was incorporated as a municipal borough in 1847, covering the parishes of Bradford, Horton and Manningham. It became a county borough with the passing of the Local Government Act 1888. The County Borough of Bradford was granted city status by Letters Patent in 1897. Bradford was expanded in 1882 to include Allerton, Bolton,
Bowling, Heaton, Thornbury and Tyersall. In 1899 it was further expanded by adding North Bierley, Eccleshill, Idle, Thornton, Tong, and Wyke. Clayton was added in 1930. Anne, Emily, and Charlotte Bronté, by their brother Branwell (c. 1834). The Bronté sisters, Emily, Anne, and Charlotte were born along with their brother Branwell at 74 Market
Street in Thornton, now in Bradford, before moving to the parsonage at Haworth in the heart of West Yorkshire's Bronté Country where they wrote a range of classics of English literature including "Wuthering Heights" and "Jane Eyre". The city played an important part in the early history of the Labour Party. A mural on the back end of Bradford
Playhouse in Little Germany commemorates the centenary of the founding of the Independent Labour Party in Bradford in 1893.[17] The Bradford Pals were three First World War Pals battalions of Kitchener's Army raised in the city. When the three battalions were taken over by the British Army they were officially named the 16th, 18th and 20th
Battalions, The Prince of Wales's Own West Yorkshire Regiment. Bradford Cathedral, one of the oldest churches in Bradford and its main cathedral On the morning of 1 July 1916, an estimated 1,394 young men from Bradford and District The Bradford Pals, the 16th and 18th Battalions of the Prince of Wales Own West Yorkshire Regiment left their
trenches in Northern France to advance across No Man's Land. It was the first hour of the first day of the Battle of the Somme. Of the estimated 1,394 men who left the trenches 1,094 were either killed or injured during the ill-fated attack on the village of Serre.[18] Other Bradford Battalions involved in the Battle of the Somme were 1st/6th
Territorial Battalion of The Prince of Wales's Own West Yorkshire Regiment, based at Belle Vue barracks in Manningham and the 10th Battalion of The Prince of Wales's Own West Yorkshire Regiment.[19][20] The 1st/6th Territorial Battalion of The Prince of Wales's Own West Yorkshire Regiment first saw action in 1915 at Neuve Chapelle before
moving north to Yser Canal near Ypres. The 10th Battalion The Prince of Wales's Own West Yorkshire Regiment was involved in the attack on Fricourt, the 10th West Yorks suffered the highest casualty rate of any battalion on the Somme on 1 July and perhaps the highest battalion casualty list for a single day during the entire war. Nearly 60% of the
battalion's casualties were deaths. In 1919 the Diocese of Bradford was founded, the Church of Saint Peter was then elevated to cathedral status. The National Science and Media Museum The current city boundaries date from 1 April 1974, when the County Borough of Bradford was merged with the borough of Keighley, the urban districts of Baildon,
Bingley, Denholme, Ilkley, Shipley and Silsden, along with the Queensbury parts of Queensbury and Shelf Urban District and the parishes of Addingham, and Steeton with Eastburn from Skipton Rural District. Kildwick was part of Bradford at this time, but has since been moved into the Craven District (part of North Yorkshire). The National Science
and Media Museum (formerly the National Museum of Photography, Film and Television) was established in the city in 1983. One of the first cinema shows outside London took place on the site where the museum now stands, in a music hall known as the People's Palace.[21] Today, the National Science and Media Museum hosts the annual
Widescreen Weekend film festival.[22] With a large influx of South Asian immigrants and the Bradford Council's pursuit of a policy of multiculturalism in the 1980s, separatism between ethnic communities became an issue, an issue highlighted by Bradford headteacher Ray Honeyford.[23] In 1989, a section of the Muslim community led a campaign
against Salman Rushdie's The Satanic Verses, and caught the attention of the international media by publicly burning a copy of the book.[24][25] In July 2001, ethnic tensions led to rioting. The Ouseley Report, written shortly before the riots broke out, noted that Bradford had become deeply divided by segregated schooling, with communities deeply
ignorant of each other, and there was widespread fear of crime and violence which West Yorkshire Police had insufficiently tackled for fear of being branded racist.[23][26] In one case, a Bradford man whose car was set on fire following his conversion complained to police, but the officer advised him to "stop being a crusader and move to another
place."[27] In response to the Ouseley Report, approximately £3 million was provided by the Home Office and the Neighbourhood Renewal Fund to regenerate the city.[28] A further £2 billion was invested in regenerating the city centre, building a banqueting hall, new housing, and leisure facilities.[29] Salts Mill In December 2001, Saltaire was
designated a World Heritage Site by UNESCO. This means that the government has a duty to protect the site. The buildings belonging to the model village are individually listed, with the highest level of protection given to the Congregational church (since 1972 known as the United Reformed Church) which is listed as Grade I. The village which
includes Salts Mill (pictured right) has survived remarkably complete with Roberts Park on the north side of the river recently restored by Bradford Council.[30] In October 2007, Bradford was voted the greenest city in the United Kingdom.[31] In the Sustainable Cities Index, compiled by Forum for the Future, the city was revealed to have the lowest
environmental impact of any British city.[32] In spite of its undeniably large role in the Industrial Revolution, Bradford's rivers were not polluted beyond redemption, and the streams surrounding the city are now a haven of wildlife.[33] The City of Bradford has areas of green space, and recycling schemes.[34] Bradford became the world's first
UNESCO City of Film in 2009. The designation recognises Bradford's aim to use this history and the local popularity and accessibility of film as a major tool for regeneration, cultural development and social inclusion.[35] The cinema connections in the city (which is also the home of the National Science and Media Museum) are both historical and
contemporary, with ongoing efforts to preserve, promote, and enrich the city's heritage of film. Bradford has been a film location since the beginning of cinema, with its indigenous film industry being traced back to the years around the First World War. By then the residents of Bradford had already witnessed important contributions to cinema
development, such as the invention of the Cieroscope in Manningham in 1896. In April 2021, Little Germany was one of the areas where scenes for the second series of All Creatures Great and Small were being filmed. Some child and adult actors from the theatre school Articulate were to appear in some episodes.[36] The City of Bradford is situated
on the edge of the Pennines, and is bounded to the east by the City of Leeds, the south by the Metropolitan Borough of Kirklees, and the southwest by the Metropolitan Borough of Calderdale. The Lancashire Borough of Pendle lies to the west, whilst North Yorkshire districts of Craven and Harrogate lie to the north west and north east respectively.
Bradford district has 3636 hectares of upland heathland, including Ilkley Moor where the peat bogs rise to 402 m (1,319 ft) above sea level. Less than 5% of the Bradford district is woodland. Greenspace accounts for 73.8% of the City of Bradford's total area, domestic buildings and gardens comprise 12.1%, and the rest is made up of roads and non-
domestic buildings.[37] Three river systems serve the City of Bradford, along with 23 km of canal. The Airedale towns of Keighley, Bingley and Shipley lie on the River Aire. The River Wharfe runs through Ilkley and Burley in Wharfedale, and tributaries of the River Calder run through the district. Unusually for a major settlement, Bradford is not built
on any substantial body of water. The ford from which it takes its name (Broad-Ford) was a crossing of the stream called Bradford Beck. While most of Bradford is unparished, there are parish and town councils for most of the outlying towns and villages in the District. From 2009, the parishes are: Addingham Baildon Burley Clayton Cullingworth
Denholme Harden Haworth, Cross Roads and Stanbury Ilkley Keighley Menston Oxenhope Sandy Lane Silsden Steeton with Eastburn Trident Wilsden Wrose Bradford City Hall Tower and Flagpole This section needs to be updated. Please help update this article to reflect recent events or newly available information. (July 2016) The residents of
Bradford are represented in the British Parliament by Members of Parliament (MPs) for five separate parliamentary constituencies. Bradford East is represented by Imran Hussain (Labour), Bradford West is represented by Naz Shah (Labour), Bradford South is represented by Judith Cummins (Labour), Shipley is represented by Philip Davies
(Conservative), and Keighley is represented by Robbie Moore (Conservative). The city played an important part in the early history of the Labour Party. A mural on the back of the Priestley Centre For The Arts (visible from Leeds Road) commemorates the centenary of the founding of the Independent Labour Party in 1893.[38] Main article: City of
Bradford Metropolitan District Council In 1974, City Of Bradford Metropolitan District Council was created to administer the newly formed metropolitan borough. The County Borough of Bradford was merged with the Borough of Keighley, the Urban Districts of Baildon, Bingley, Denholme, Ilkley, Shipley and Silsden, along with part of Queensbury
and Shelf Urban District and part of Skipton Rural District by the Local Government Act 1972. The council, which is based at Bradford City Hall in Centenary Square, governs the whole metropolitan district. The city was granted the right on 18 September 1907 to elect a Lord Mayor.[39] The city is divided into 30 Electoral Wards, each ward electing
three Councillors. Elections are held in May, where one third of the 90 seats (one for each ward) are contested and the successful candidate is elected for a period of four years. Political party make-up of Bradford Council Party Seats 2016[40] Current Council (2016) Labour 49
Conservative 21 Lib Dems 10 Greens 3 Independent 3 The Independents 2

Queensbury Independents 2 The Metropolitan District is divided into 30 electoral wards. Ward name Area (ha)/mi2 Population Population density(people per hectare) Ref. Baildon 1,086 hectares (4.19 sq mi) 12,067 14.33 [41] Bingley 1,241 hectares
(4.79 sq mi) 13,675 11.01 [42] Bingley Rural 3,164 hectares (12.22 sq mi) 15,142 4.79 [43] Bolton and Undercliffe 326 hectares (1.26 sq mi) 15,445 47.38 [44] Bowling and Barkerend 190 hectares (0.73 sq mi) 17,917 94.3 [45] Bradford Moor 238 hectares (0.92 sq mi) 17,497 73.52 [46] City 464 hectares (1.79 sq mi) 18,485 39.80 [47] Clayton and
Fairweather Green 579 hectares (2.24 sq mi) 15,191 26.24 [48] Craven 5,008 hectares (19.34 sq mi) 15,875 3.17 [49] Eccleshill 285 hectares (1.10 sq mi) 13,278 46.58 [50] Great Horton 317 hectares (1.22 sq mi) 16,019 50.47 [51] Heaton 613 hectares (2.37 sq mi) 16,913 27.59 [52] Idle and Thackley 685 hectares (2.64 sq mi) 14,366 20.97 [53] Ilkley
1,907 hectares (7.36 sq mi) 13,828 7.25 [54] Keighley Central 508 hectares (1.96 sq mi) 16,426 32.33 [55] Keighley East 2,345 hectares (9.05 sq mi) 15,000 6.4 [56] Keighley West 939 hectares (3.63 sq mi) 16,281 17.33 [57] Little Horton 309 hectares (1.19 sq mi) 16,431 53.17 [58] Manningham 358 hectares (1.38 sq mi) 17,522 48.94 [59]
Queensbury 948 hectares (3.66 sq mi) 17,573 18.54 [60] Royds 347 hectares (1.34 sq mi) 15,266 43.99 [61] Shipley 596 hectares (2.30 sq mi) 13,822 23.19 [62] Thornton and Allerton 1,376 hectares (5.31 sq mi) 15,108 10.98 [63] Toller 270 hectares (1.0 sq mi) 18,951 70.24 [64] Tong 1,348 hectares (5.20 sq mi) 13,823 10.25 [65] Wharfedale 1,573
hectares (6.07 sq mi) 11,126 7.07 [66] Wibsey 278 hectares (1.07 sq mi) 13,447 48.35 [67] Windhill and Wrose 448 hectares (1.73 sq mi) 15,244 34.03 [68] Worth Valley 5,989 hectares (23.12 sq mi) 15,546 2.6 [69] Wyke 867 hectares (3.35 sq mi) 15,897 18.33 [70] Between 2020 and 2022 there was a campaign led by Philip Davies and Robbie Moore,
the Conservative MPs for Shipley and Keighley, for their constituencies to break away from Bradford. They claimed the council's focus was too much on Bradford urban area, to the detriment of the smaller centres of Bingley, Ilkley, Keighley, and Shipley, which they said suffered a lack of investment and service cuts as well as council tax hikes. The
move for independence was criticised by Bradford City Council.[71][72][73] Moore promoted a private member's bill which would have allowed a referendum to be held on the matter, but it did not proceed beyond its second reading in the House of Commons in 2022.[74] Bradford Coat of Arms The coat of arms of Bradford City council is based on
that of the former City and County Borough Council, with additions to indicate the merger of eleven Yorkshire councils.[75] The boar's head, as in the former city council's crest, refers to the legend of the boar of Cliffe Wood. This was a ferocious wild boar that terrorised the populace and caused much damage to land and property; so much so that the
Lord of the Manor offered a reward for anyone brave enough to slay the boar and bring its head to the Manor House. The mural crown is a frequent symbol of local government, but here also suggests a wellhead.[76] The stag is derived from the device of the Denholme Urban District Council and the arms of the former Borough of Keighley, but
represents the District as a whole. The white angora goat is retained from the former arms, recalling that the wool of this animal was used in the local industries. The roses on the collars refer to the Yorkshire rose and the compartment resembles the area's hills and dales.[76] The original Bradford Coat of Arms had the Latin words 'LABOR OMNIA
VINCIT' below it, meaning Work conquers all. Main article: Demographics of Bradford Population density in the Bradford Metropolitan District Council Area from the 2011 census[77] At the 2011 UK census, the City of Bradford had a population of 522,452.[78] Of the 180,246 households in Bradford, 36.5% were married couples living together, 28%
were one-person households, 10.8% were lone parents and 8.4% were co-habiting couples, following a similar trend to the rest of England.[79] The population density was 1,290 inhabitants per square kilometre (3,300 inhabitants/sq mi) and for every 100 females, there were 92.8 males. Of those aged 16-74, 24.5% had no academic qualifications,
lower than the 28.9% in all of England. 11.8% of Bradford residents were born outside the United Kingdom, higher than the England average of 9.2%.[79] In the 2021 census, it stated that 61.1% (334,004) of the city's population was White (All White ethnic groups), 2.7% (15,006) (Mixed ethnic groups), 32.1% (175,664) (All Asian ethnic groups), 2%
(10,978) (All Black ethnic groups) and 2% (10,760) (all other ethnic groups).[80] The ONS Regional Trends report, published in June 2009, showed that most of the urban core[81] and 41% of the district as a whole were among the most deprived in the country, it also showed that 11% of the district as a whole were among the least deprived in the
country.[82] Bradford has one of the highest unemployment rates in England,[83] with the economic inactivity rates of Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic groups standing at over 50% of the working age population.[84][85] The crime rate in the City of Bradford is significantly higher than the national average,[86] but lower than that of similar cities
such as Manchester[87] or Leeds. Bronté Parsonage Museum, Haworth Bronté Country is an area including Western parts of the city as well as the area to the west. The City of Bradford includes the town of Haworth and the village of Thornton, the birthplace of the Bronté sisters.[88] Keighley and Worth Valley Railway, Ilkley's Cow and Calf Rocks,
Bradford's National Science and Media Museum, Bradford City Park, Cartwright Hall, Saltaire village (a UNESCO World Heritage Site) and Salts Mill are key attractions that draw visitors from across the globe.[89] The City of Bradford has also become the first UNESCO City of Film.[90] Annual events such as the Bradford Literature Festival,
Bradford Film Festival, Bradford Festival, Bradford Mela, Bingley Music Live, Ilkley Literature Festival, Haworth's 1940s weekend, Saltaire Festival and special Christmas events take place across the district. The value of tourism to the district's economy stands at more than £500 million a year, with an estimated 8.6 million day trips within the
district. The impact of this is more than 13,500 jobs supported by the tourism and retail sector.[91] National Science and Media Museum in Bradford, the world's first UNESCO City of Film Salts Mill in Saltaire, a UNESCO World Heritage Site Cow and Calf Rocks in Ilkley Haworth village centre See also: List of companies based in Bradford The
economy of Bradford is worth around £9.5 billion, contributing around 8.4% of the region's output, and making the district the third largest after Leeds and Sheffield in Yorkshire & Humber.[92] Traditionally based on the wool and textile industries, manufacturing is still strong, accounting for around 1 in 5 jobs. The city's service-sector economy
accounts for 77% of the district's 195,000 jobs, with today's fastest-growing sectors including information technology, financial services, tourism and retail headquarters and distribution.[93] The district is home to a number of large businesses with recognised brands operating on a national and international scale such as Morrisons, Pace Plc and
Hallmark Cards. Three of the UK's biggest financial institutions are based in Bradford: Yorkshire Building Society, Santander Group and Vanquis Banking Group. It is also home to nationally outstanding cultural businesses, a strong group of new media companies, and a significant national institution in the National Science and Media Museum.
Tourism is worth over £400 million to the local economy, and employs over 10,000 people. Bradford's exports are worth almost £700 million.[93] The city's working-age population has risen by 3.3% since 2000, faster than any UK city outside London, whilst the population of the city itself is growing by twice the national average. Bradford has a
younger age profile than the Yorkshire & Humber regional average and the national average, with the younger age groups forming a greater proportion of the population in comparison.[94] Bradford has been named by research group OMIS as one of the top six cities in the UK equipped for future growth, and the CBI reports that business confidence
is higher in Bradford than in the UK as a whole, whilst £1.5 billion of construction work is transforming Bradford in a bid to attract further investment.[93] At the 2001 UK census, Bradford had 326,774 residents aged 16 to 74. 2.5% of these people were students with jobs, 7.6% looking after home or family, 6.1% permanently sick or disabled and
4.5% economically inactive for other reasons.[95] The City of Bradford has a lower economic activity rate than West Yorkshire, the regional average for Yorkshire and the Humber and the national average. Conversely Bradford has a higher economic inactivity rate than all these areas and also has a lower employment rate.[96] Manufacturing is still
strong in Bradford and accounts for almost 12% of all jobs, and the city's service-sector economy accounts for 82% of the district's 192,000 jobs. The entrepreneurial spirit is more present in Bradford than generally in the UK, with start-ups accounting for 12% of the business community.[93] Bradford's GVA is over £6 billion.[93] Education in the city
is provided for by a number of schools and colleges. State schooling is managed by Bradford local education authority. There are also a number of independent (private) and free schools, such as Bradford Grammar School, Woodhouse Grove School and Bradford Girls Grammar School. Bradford College and the University of Bradford are the main
further and higher education providers. In terms of television, the area is served by BBC Yorkshire and ITV Yorkshire both broadcast from nearby Leeds. The radio stations that broadcast to the area are:[97] BBC Local Radio BBC Radio Leeds Independent Local Radio Heart Yorkshire Capital Yorkshire Hits Radio West Yorkshire Greatest Hits Radio
West Yorkshire Community Radio Sunrise Radio (for the Asian community) BCB 106.6fm Drystone Radio (covering Wharfedale) Local newspapers for the area: Telegraph & Argus The Yorkshire Post Yorkshire Evening Post Public transport in Bradford is co-ordinated by Metro. Most local train services are run by Northern, with longer-distance
services to London King's Cross railway station served by Grand Central from Bradford Interchange and London North Eastern Railway from Bradford Forster Square station. The Wharfedale line connects direct to Ilkley, Ben Rhydding, Burley-in-Wharfedale, Menston, Guiseley, Baildon, Shipley and Frizinghall railway stations with Bradford Forster
Square. The Airedale line connects the stations at Morecambe, Lancaster, Settle, Carlisle, Skipton, Steeton & Silsden, Keighley (change for the Bronté Country and the Keighley & Worth Valley Railway), Crossflatts, Bingley, Saltaire (UNESCO World Heritage Site) and Shipley, continuing to either Frizinghall and Bradford Forster Square or to Leeds
to the east of the district. Both Bradford Forster Square and the district's major and busiest railway station Bradford Interchange are served by the Leeds-Bradford lines with direct routes to Leeds, Selby, York, Brough and Hull. Bradford Interchange, via the Calder Valley line, also connects direct to stations at Manchester, Halifax, Rochdale, Burnley,
Blackburn, Preston, Poulton-le-Fylde, Blackpool, Huddersfield, Wakefield, Doncaster, Chester, Warrington, and London King's Cross. There are bus stations in Bradford, Ilkley, Keighley and Shipley. The majority of services are provided by First Bradford and Keighley Bus Company. Leeds Bradford Airport itself is located in Yeadon, about 10 miles
(16 km) to the north-east of the city centre, and has both charter and scheduled flights to destinations within Europe plus the United States, Egypt, Pakistan, and Turkey. There are connections to the rest of the world via London Heathrow, Paris-Charles de Gaulle Airport and Amsterdam Airport Schiphol. There are also navigable waterways that run
through the district. The Leeds and Liverpool Canal passes through numerous towns and villages in the borough, with the Grade I listed Five Rise Locks at Bingley generally considered to be one of the finest feats of canal engineering in the country.[98] There are also proposals to restore and re-open the Bradford Canal, which closed in 1922, as part
of a wider regeneration of the city.[99] The M606, a spur of the M62 motorway, connects the district with the national motorway network. The M606 was originally laid out to reach the centre of Bradford and beyond, but connects instead to the A6177 Bradford outer ring road, making the motorway one of the shortest in the country at less than three
miles (4.8 km) long. Another motorway was planned in the 1970s, envisaging a link between Bradford, the Aire valley in the north of the district, and the M65 at Colne, roughly mirroring the existing A650 road. It has since been upgraded to be a dual carriageway along much of its length, bypassing the towns of Bingley and Keighley. The A658 road
passes through a tunnel underneath the main Leeds Bradford Airport runway as it heads north-east from Bradford to Knaresborough. This section is an excerpt from Bradford Clean Air Zone.[edit] Bradford Clean Air Zone is a road traffic low-emission programme in the City of Bradford in West Yorkshire, England. Plans were advanced for many cities
in England to have Clean Air Zones (CAZ), but of the ones put forward in Yorkshire, only Bradford's CAZ has been taken to an operational stage. The scheme commenced on 26 September 2022, and all vehicles, barring private cars and motorbikes, must be compliant with the scheme or face a charge for entering into the zone. The programme aims to
help the district comply with legal limits for air quality. The City of Bradford, and the various towns and villages that make up the Metropolitan District, have Twin Town and Sister City Friendship Agreements with several other communities.[100] Each was originally twinned with a place within the City of Bradford. Country Place Originally twinned
with Date Belgium Verviers Bradford 1970 France Coutances Ilkley 1969 France Eppeville Wilsden 1982 France Poix-du-Nord Keighley 1919 France Roubaix Bradford 1969 Germany Hamm Shipley 1976 Germany Monchengladbach Bradford 1971 Ireland Galway Bradford 1987 Macedonia Skopje Bradford 1963 Pakistan Mirpur Bradford 1998 Peru
Machu Picchu Haworth 2005 United States Haworth Haworth 2004 United States Myrtle Beach Keighley 1993 Bradford District Museums & Galleries List of people from Bradford Grade I listed buildings in City of Bradford List of Pals battalions Listed buildings in Bradford Timeline of Bradford history ~ "The rise and fall of Wool City". Yorkshire Post.
Retrieved 17 July 2010. ~ "Ethnic Group 2011 Census Key Statistics (five categories)". Archived from the original on 21 March 2007. Retrieved 12 September 2009. ~ "Bradford Demographics | Age, Ethnicity, Religion, Wellbeing". Varbes. Retrieved 10 February 2023. ~ UK Census (2021). "2021 Census Area Profile - Bradford Local Authority
(E08000032)". Nomis. Office for National Statistics. Retrieved 25 October 2023. ~ a b UK Census (2021). "2021 Census Area Profile - Bradford Local Authority (E08000032)". Nomis. Office for National Statistics. Retrieved 5 January 2024. ©~ "Local Authority Districts, Counties and Unitary Authorities (April 2021) Map in United Kingdom". Office for
National Statistics: Open Geography Portal. Retrieved 1 August 2023. ©~ Foundation, Internet Memory (2 July 2010). "[ARCHIVED CONTENT] UK Government Web Archive - The National Archives". Archived from the original on 17 December 2015. Retrieved 25 July 2016. ™ "2011 Census - Built-up areas". ONS. Archived from the original on 21
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shutterstockBradford Industrial Museum The Bradford Industrial Museum is a great place to start off your trip to Bradford. This museum specialises in the local industrial history, exploring Bradford’s importance in the Industrial Revolution. Bradford was well-known for its textile industry, including its manufacture of wool. The museum has been set
inside an original textile factory and features machinery used during the height of Bradford’s production. The museum houses galleries on transport, printing, and textile production to provide an in-depth look into how the manufacturing processes worked. Get a souvenir or two at the museum shop, to celebrate Bradford’s rich industrial history. 2.
National Science and Media Museum Source: Hazel Plater / shutterstockNational Science and Media Museum The National Science and Media Museum is a haven for pop culture lovers and anyone interested in the vast amounts of media we consume every day. The museum features galleries highlighting television, animation, photography, video
games, film, radio and the Internet. It houses one of the most comprehensive collection of media items, with over 3,500,000 pieces. The museum is also home to the UK’s first IMAX theatre, which boasts a huge screen and immersive cinematic experience. Get hands-on with the many interactive exhibits available, or attend one of the ever-changing
temporary exhibits for an insight into unique perspectives about the media and society. Inside the museum, you will find a café and bar, as well as two cinemas to catch some cult classics or the latest releases. The National Media Museum is an ideal place to spend a day learning more about British history and culture through media. 3. Lister Park
Source: Darrell Evans / shutterstockLister Park Lister Park is one of Bradford’s largest and most popular public parks. The scenery here is beautiful, making it a lovely location to relax on a sunny day. There are many flower gardens to explore and enjoy, especially in the spring and summer. There is also plenty to do, with a boating lake, tennis and
basketball courts, and a children’s playground. One of the park’s highlights is the Mughal Water Garden. This is a unique garden featuring Islamic and Indian architecture, all focussed around water channels and pools to create a calming and picturesque environment. Spend a few hours getting lost in Lister Park’s gorgeous gardens and open green
spaces, a delightful retreat from the bustle of the city centre. 4. Bronte Parsonage Museum Source: Peter is Shaw 1991 / shutterstockBronte Parsonage Museum A must-visit for literature lovers, the Bronte Parsonage Museum is run by the Bronte Society in honour of the three famous Bronte Sisters: Charlotte, Emily and Anne. These sisters wrote
literary classics such as Jane Eyre, Wuthering Heights and Agnes Grey. The museum is located in their former home in Haworth near Bradford and is popular amongst readers who wish to learn more about the sisters and the local area that inspired them. The museum features Charlotte Bronte’s original writing desk, as well as letters, diaries and
mementos belonging to the family. In addition, the museum regularly holds events such as talks, readings, and film showings. 5. Bradford Alhambra Source: Gordon Bell / shutterstockBradford Alhambra The Bradford Alhambra is one of the city’s largest theatres. Originally built in 1913, the theatre is now a listed building with gorgeous and iconic
architecture that is recognisable from the Bradford skyline. The theatre has hosted large and touring shows from all genres, including musicals, drama, dance, and even shows exploring topics such as science. Stop by the theatre’s restaurant for a luxury dining experience, or grab brunch at the café for something lighter. This is a great venue
featuring some of the best entertainment in Bradford. 6. Bolling Hall Source: Rodney Hutchinson / shutterstockBolling Hall Bolling Hall is one of Bradford’s oldest buildings, dating from the 14th century. It is believed to have originally been a defensive structure, but was eventually bought by the Bolling family and became a stately home. Today,
Bolling Hall is a museum that showcases its eccentric mixture of architectural styles and explores the history of life in Bradford since medieval times. The museum features information on the English Civil War and also houses the Bolling Hall Library. The hall offers a truly immersive experience of historical Bradford life - and if you're feeling brave,
see if you can find the ghost that is rumoured to haunt the Hall! 7. Bradford Cathedral Source: Tupungato / shutterstockBradford Cathedral Bradford Cathedral is the city’s oldest place of worship, and is one of Bradford’s hidden gems. Bigger than you expect, this ancient parish church has been a cathedral since 1919, with dignified extensions giving
a sense of welcoming space. Both inside and outside, there is much of beauty. Although set in the city centre, the Cathedral is surrounded by landscaped gardens, creating a sought after oasis all year round. Used defensively during the English Civil War the Cathedral is now home to some of the earliest commissions in stained glass made by William
Morris and Co. There are also designs by Ernest Sichel in bronze and in embroidery, and sculpture by John Flaxman. 8. Bradford City Park Source: SAKhanPhotography / shutterstockBradford City Park Bradford City Park is a public space in the heart of the city that surrounds the historic Bradford City Hall. The park features manicured gardens as
well as a large event space that is regularly used for community events, exhibitions, and market stalls. Stop by the mirror pool which holds the highest fountain in Britain, with water that can reach 30 metres high. There are play fountains for those who want to have some fun in the summer, and regular light shows when the sun goes down. For a spot
of art, find Bradford 1 Gallery and the Impressions Gallery near the large public square. The park is ideal for photo opportunities and a chilled-out day in beautiful surroundings. 9. Cartwright Hall Source: Rodney Hutchinson / shutterstockCartwright Hall In the centre of Bradford’s popular Lister Park is one of the city’s best art galleries, Cartwright
Hall. Opened in 1904, the hall features baroque-style architecture that makes it stand out in its serene surroundings. The gallery showcases an eclectic body of work, including art from 20th century Britain, contemporary exhibits from around the world, and media-based artwork. You can find pieces by William Blake, Andy Warhol, David Hockney, and
many more world-famous names in art. There is something for everyone here, and a great excursion to add to a day out in Lister Park. 10. Peace Museum Source: LittlePerfectStock / shutterstockPeace The Peace Museum is a unique museum in Britain. It is the only museum in the country that specialises in the history and significance of peace, peace
activists and movements. The museum celebrates peace activism and ways in which people have worked to improve the world or their society. There are also pieces in the museum’s collection focussing on local history and heritage. Items showcased at the museum include leaflets, artwork and posters. There are permanent exhibitions on Bradford’s
role in peace movements, as well as an exhibition on campaigning and activism. This museum is one-of-a-kind in Britain, and offers an interesting perspective on Bradford’s culture. 11. Peel Park Source: Britain / shutterstockPeel Park Peel Park is a large public park in Bradford, one of its many scenic green spaces. It is Bradford’s very first public
park and an English Heritage site, founded in 1853. There are a number of historical landmarks dotted throughout the park, including some of the entrances and statues that date from the 19th century, as well as a listed lodge. There are also some drinking fountains that sport attractive Victorian architecture. As you make your way through the park,
stop by the lake for a picturesque break, and to spot some local wildlife. Peel Park is a lovely and relaxing green space but also offers recreation for thrill-seekers: in the park, you can find a large skate park if you want to pull off some tricks. 12. St George’s Hall Source: Alastair Wallace / shutterstockSt George’s Hall For some contemporary culture in



a historic setting, visit St George’s Hall in the heart of Bradford. This listed concert hall is the oldest still in use in Britain, and the third oldest in Europe. The hall has hosted internationally famous acts such as Iron Maiden, David Bowie, Kiss and even Charles Dickens. Today, you can still catch big name performances, or grab something to eat at the
in-venue bistro. St George’s Hall is one of the most iconic places in Bradford to experience some evening entertainment. 13. The Broadway Source: Alastair Wallace / shutterstockThe Broadway There is no better place in Bradford to do some shopping than The Broadway. This is Bradford’s new leisure and retail complex, featuring big name brands
and chain stores in one place. Conveniently located in Bradford town centre, The Broadway is open every day to suit all your retail therapy needs! Check out the food court for a place to recharge and recover during your spree. 14. East Riddlesden Hall Source: Alastair Wallace / shutterstockEast Riddlesden Hall East Riddlesden Hall is a 17th century
manor house that once belonged to a cloth merchant. The hall is situated in peaceful and picturesque surroundings whilst the interior has been carefully protected to ensure its historical accuracy. Scenes of 17th century life have been re-created with authenticity, including needlework from the period, original pieces of furniture, and original room
design with ornate ceilings. Admire the stately architecture from the outside before exploring the exquisite gardens. The gardens are bordered by colourful flowers and showcase a slice of history with the Herb Garden, which was once used in local medicine. Use the gardens as a starting point for walks into the local woodland and countryside, or visit
the Great Barn which is one of the largest in northern England. Take a break in the tea-house and café whilst children play in the Mud Pie Kitchen or explore the nearby hobbit hole. This is a beautiful and historic location, perfect for a family-friendly day out. 15. Salts Mill Source: mark mc neill / shutterstockSalts Mill Once a textile mill, Salts Mill is
now an art gallery and entertainment complex. The building is a stunning icon of industrial Bradford and an impressive example of the evolution of trade in northern England. Visit the galleries for the UK'’s only permanent exhibition on David Hockney’s art, as well as to learn about the history of the mill and the local area. Afterwards, spend some
time shopping for art supplies, musical equipment, home décor, jewellery and more, all provided by local businesses. Finish your trip with a bite to eat at the Diner, or sip a coffee at the Espresso Bar. Salts Mill is a quirky way to experience a slice of Bradford’s arts and culture scene. 16. Cliffe Castle Museum Source: Alastair Wallace /
shutterstockCliffe Castle Museum Cliffe Castle is an impressive neo-Gothic structure that now houses the Cliffe Castle Museum. The castle was originally built in the early 19th century and decorated to its current gothic style. The castle still houses glorious and imposing Victorian architecture and beautiful stained glass windows, which you can
explore as part of the museum. The museum is dedicated to celebrating the beauty of the castle and exploring local history. There is a gallery on-site that showcases industrial tools and fossils from the nearby River Aire. The museum holds an expansive collection of items from natural history, archaeology, and local history, making it an ideal way to
learn more about Bradford and its surrounding countryside. 17. Little Germany Source: derek oldfield / shutterstockLittle Germany, Bradford Little Germany is a bustling area of Bradford, featuring plenty of history and eye-catching architecture amongst the diverse array of shops and cafes. Little Germany began in the mid-19th century, originally
home to Jewish merchants from Germany. In order to aid their businesses, these merchants constructed towering warehouses, which still line the streets of the area. These warehouses feature original Victorian architecture with slight differences in style depending on the company they were originally built for. This makes a stroll through Little
Germany a fascinating journey through history and time. It is also one of Bradford’s busiest commercial areas, with some of the best sandwich shops, bakeries and cafes on offer in the town. Cap off a visit to Little Germany with a trip to the Bradford Playhouse, a popular local theatre. 18. Saltaire Source: jremes84 / shutterstockRoberts Park, Saltaire
Saltaire is home to entertainment complex Salts Mill, and a World Heritage site. It was built in 1851 for a wool business, providing an entire living and working complex for employees. The original stone houses built for workers are still standing today, as well as the historic church. The original architecture and buildings have been well-preserved, so
stop by Victoria Hall to imagine the official meetings that once occurred here, or stroll through Roberts Park where workers would have relaxed. A trip to Saltaire village is like travelling back in time to Victorian Bradford. It is a fascinating site loaded with history, beautiful architecture, and culture. There are also plenty of local businesses on-site to
offer something to eat or drink in between your adventures. This is an unmissable experience. 19. Ilkley Source: Gordon Bell / shutterstocklIlkley Ilkley is one of the oldest areas surrounding Bradford. The moor here is believed to be one of the earliest settlements in the area, with carvings and archaeological finds dating from around 1800 BC. Across
Ilkley, you will find ancient stones, the purposes of which are still unknown. Learn about the Roman history of the area in the Manor House, which documents the existence of a nearby Roman fort, as well as housing art and items of natural history. In Victorian England, Ilkley was a spa town, famed for its fresh air and local food. In 1859, Charles
Darwin stayed in Ilkley to improve his health. For the literary-minded, attend one of Britain’s oldest literature festivals and best arts events, Ilkley Literature Festival. Ilkley is an excellent place to learn more about West Yorkshire history and the influence of Bradford on English culture. Its fantastic rural location also makes it an ideal place to start
walking, hiking or biking into the Yorkshire countryside. 20. Curry Capital Source: Joshua Resnick / shutterstockCurry Bradford is home to a thriving Asian community and over 200 Asian restaurants. It is considered to be Britain’s ‘Curry Capital’, with plenty of unique cuisines to taste in its numerous curry houses. For an informal and authentic café
experience, try Karachi in Bradford’s West End. This is one of the city’s most famous Asian restaurants, and a great place to start. If you're craving delicious food in a high-class dining setting, try Mumtaz - or for Bradford’s oldest Asian restaurant, go to Sweet Centre for one of the best curry experiences. 21. Haworth Source: Darrell Evans /
shutterstockHaworth Haworth is a village near Bradford that makes for an excellent day trip. The village is filled with local history, most notably as the home of the Bronte sisters. The three writers spent their entire lives in Haworth and drew much of their inspiration from the surrounding moors. Visit local ruin Top Withens, which is believed to be
the real life Wuthering Heights, and visit the Bronte Memorial Chapel to pay respects to these talented sisters. Haworth is also known for its steam railway, which still runs today for tourists. The village is particularly beautiful in the summer, and offers dramatic vistas during the colder months. Haworth is a must for fans of classic literature, local
history, and gorgeous landscapes. This is a great location for photography or for setting off on hikes through the surrounding moorland. 22. Keighley Source: Peter is Shaw 1991 / shutterstockKeighley Keighley is a local town in ‘Bronte Country’, the areas surrounding Bradford that the Bronte sisters grew up in and drew inspiration from. Keighley is a
famous textile producing town, with a number of industrial factories. It is also home to the Keighley Worth Valley Railway, built in 1867 to connect the town to nearby populations. Local history is invested heavily in its railway heritage. Visit the Ingrow Loco Museum to learn more about the influence of the railway on local culture and industry. For
transport enthusiasts, the Keighley Bus Museum is also of interest, showcasing a number of historical vehicles. The town is worth a visit for its pretty architecture and industrial importance, as well as its hearty local food and quaint businesses. 23. Bradford’s Ale Trail Source: F-Stop boy / shutterstockReal Ale Bradford is well-known for its culture of
real ale. There are plenty of real ale houses in the city, offering a taste of the variety and diversity available in the world of real ale. The Bradford ‘Ale Trail’ celebrates Bradford’s real ale history. Start your ale journey at the Livery Rooms in Keighley, where you can peruse local history on the walls as you enjoy a glass of delicious real ale. In the centre
of Bradford, try The Castle Hotel for a real ale pub experience in historic surroundings, as the building was erected in 1898. Finally, visit Fanny’s Ale House for a traditional alehouse feel, with authentic gas lamps and open fires to keep you warm throughout the year. 24. Manningham Library Source: Humphrey Bolton / Wikimedia | CC BY-SA
2.0Manningham Library Manningham Library was built in 1910 and still features original architecture. Recently renovated, the library houses excellent facilities and an extensive range of books and media. This makes it a delightful place to wind down and experience a taste of real community life. On sunny days, spend some time in the gardens.
These offer bright and modern surroundings in which to enjoy a book or watch life go by. Manningham Library is a lovely place to stop and appreciate Bradford’s history and unique lifestyle. 25. Bradford Festival Source: philip openshaw / shutterstockBradford Festival An essential part of the Bradford experience is the Bradford Festival. The festival
brings a party vibe to the city and celebrates the multiculturalism and diversity of modern-day Bradford. This family-friendly event brings a vibrant, colourful and multicultural programme of the very best international, British and local theatre, art, music and dance right in the heart of Bradford. With a mass of museums to get stuck into, multicultural
communities and the Victorian world of Saltaire on its doorstep, Bradford is a vibrant urban hub.It’s a big year for Bradford as it’s the UK City of Culture 2025, with more than 1,000 events and performances as part of the year-long celebrations. A unique fusion of culture, heritage and nature, this multifaceted city also has bragging rights as the
world’s first UNESCO City of Film. With a mass of museums to get stuck into, multicultural communities and the Victorian world of Saltaire on its doorstep, Bradford is a vibrant urban hub. Cartwright Hall Art Gallery Bradford Literature Festival With a yearly calendar packed with activities, workshops and free events, Bolling Hall offers a journey
through history to the present day. Visit Bolling Hall Standing proud for 13 centuries, Bradford Cathedral is the living heart of the city, with art exhibitions, family activities, music and services. All are welcome! Explore Bradford Cathedral Cliffe Castle Museum and Park National Trust East Riddlesden Hall Places to stay in BradfordDelve into the
hustle and bustle of Bradford with a stay in its centre. There are well-known hotel brands alongside bed and breakfast offerings and grand railway hotels. Saltaire Head north out of the city for a stay in Gothic mansions, cottages, farm stays and more in this UNESCO World Heritage Site. Haworth and Bronté Country Escape into nature with moor
walks and your choice of quaint cottages, camping, glamping and family-friendly parks. Find places to stay in Bradford (opens in a new tab) A hotbed for shopping and the arts, you’ll find lots to explore in Leeds. Proof that perfection can’t be rushed, the Yorkshire Dales was millions of years in the making. World-class football and a music scene that
brought Oasis to centre stage - there’s lots to love about Manchester. Small and mighty York is the medieval walled city that really packs a punch. Rugged yet beautiful, wild yet welcoming - the North York Moors National Park is full of surprises. Sitting on the edge of the Peak District National Park, Sheffield is made for outdoor lovers and creatives.
Find the best things to do in our guide. Dynamic cities, fascinating history and rolling green countryside — explore it all on a five day trip around Yorkshire. A hotbed for shopping and the arts, you’ll find lots to explore in Leeds. Proof that perfection can’t be rushed, the Yorkshire Dales was millions of years in the making. World-class football and a
music scene that brought Oasis to centre stage - there’s lots to love about Manchester. Small and mighty York is the medieval walled city that really packs a punch. Rugged yet beautiful, wild yet welcoming - the North York Moors National Park is full of surprises. Sitting on the edge of the Peak District National Park, Sheffield is made for outdoor
lovers and creatives. Find the best things to do in our guide. Dynamic cities, fascinating history and rolling green countryside — explore it all on a five day trip around Yorkshire.Located in northern England, Bradford is a city on the edge of West Yorkshire. It is served by Leeds Bradford Airport, which is 7 miles (11km) from the city and connects the
area to parts of Europe. Manchester Airport is 51 miles (82km) from Bradford; around a one hour drive or two hour train ride. Grand Central Railway operate routes between London and Bradford Interchange, with journey times from two hours and 30 minutes. Train services also run to destinations such as Manchester, Leeds and York. To travel by
bus from London, check out National Express. Getting around Bradford For a pedal-powered way to whizz through the city’s sights, you can hire a bike from two locations - Bradford Interchange Train Station or Shipley Train Station. Bradford is best explored on foot. There are self-guided walks to follow, from insights into the city’s heritage to art
trails. Local bus services are mainly run by First Bus with routes that connect the city and surrounding area. Keighley Bus Company offer services to the Keighley area that sits north-west of Bradford. Discover the Bradford district, where fresh air and natural beauty await, and heritage and culture captivate. Explore two UNESCO sites, stunning
countryside and the former home of literary greats, all within a city rich in diverse cultures, now recognised as Bradford UK City of Culture 2025. Bradford offers four unique areas, each providing distinctive experiences for both new visitors and returning explorers. Walk in the footsteps of the Brontés in Haworth, take a refreshing stroll on Ilkley
Moor 'Bah't at', spend a relaxing Sunday with Hockney in Saltaire, or enjoy a West End show at the Alhambra Theatre. Whatever you choose, you'll find plenty of ideas and inspiration, and you're never far from a new adventure!



