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Lifetime deal: 40% OFF your 1-on-1 subscription Ask us a question! Hide Chat Thank you very much! I'm away right now, so I will get back to you by email as soon as possible Without good Russian books, I would never have become fluent in Russian. But I also read lots of crappy books... that’s why I made this list of my 11 best books to learn Russian.
So you won’t waste time going through unhelpful books. They’re for beginners. But I've found that even intermediate students can get much benefit from repeating the basics.There are 100s of learn Russian books out there.That’s good. And bad.Good because you can pick one that suits your preferred way of learning.Bad because if you make the
wrong choice in the beginning...... you're going to waste a lot of time learning unhelpful things.And lack of progress in the beginning is the #1 factor that causes people to quit learning Russian alltogether.Here’s a summary of all the books:Best for the alphabet: Master the Russian AlphabetBest traditional language book: New Penguin Russian
CourseBest book for visual learners: My First Russian BookBest lower beginner short stories: Russian Short Stories For BeginnersBest upper beginner short stories: Short Stories in Russian for BeginnersBest book + audio: Living Language Complete Edition RussianBest for Russian vocabulary: 2000 Most Common Russian Words in ContextBest for
Russian verbs: 501 Russian VerbsBest for grammar: A Comprehensive Russian GrammarBest first “real book”: Harry PotterBest Russian fiction: Metro 20330r continue reading to learn more about each book and what it can help you with:Below you’ll find my top 11 helpful books for learning Russian. You don’t need to get all of them. Just read
through their descriptions and pick 1 or 2 that sound good.My readers support this site. If you buy through a link on this page, I may earn an affiliate commission. The price for you stays the same, but it allows me to write more articles and videos :)By the way, if you want to learn Russian quickly, I've got a course that teaches you how to use strategic
habit-building to make learning Russian fun, easy, and automatic. It's not free, but it's helpful if you're currently struggling with learning Russian. You can find more information here.Anyone who learns Russian should learn the Russian alphabet (or officially the Cyrillic alphabet) soon after you start your Russian language journey.Unfortunately, many
people think that learning the Russian alphabet is difficult. I mean, it looks completely different from the Latin alphabet, right?But to be honest, it’s easier than it looks. Of the 33 letters, several are the same as in the Latin alphabet. Others look the same but are pronounced differently. And some are completely new.The book Master the Russian
Alphabet is a good start if you want to learn Russian. It’s a workbook that teaches you every letter, how to pronounce it, and its different forms (capital, cursive).It also gives you exercises that will help you better remember and learn them.Read Master the Russian Alphabet if you:want a simple but effective guide to learn the Russian alphabet +
pronunciationwant to see all the letters in different fonts and cursive scriptwant to learn to read and write the Russian alphabetwant to learn how to write in Russian cursiveThe New Penguin Russian course is for complete beginners. It has 30 lessons and focuses on teaching you the most common 1500 Russian words, and basic grammar. The only
downside is that this book was published in 1996. So it teaches you some outdated Russian vocabulary. On the other hand, some people prefer a more traditional Russian textbook, and in that case, this is a great book for you.Read the New Penguin Russian Course if you:want to learn beginner vocabulary and grammarMy First Russian book was
originally an illustrated book for bilingual children. It teaches the 200 common Russian words and illustrates them. Each word is also written including its English translation. And that makes it an easy book for bilingual children to learn Russian.Or at least, that’s the target audience. If you're an adult and want to learn Russian words with more
illustrations, then I also recommend this book. Because it’s a lot easier to remember new words in a foreign language if you see a visual illustration of the word. Just seeing a Russian word and its English translation, might not be enough for the word to stick out in your mind.200 words may seem like not a lot, but since they teach common words,
you’ll come across these words often. So they’re useful for beginners.Read my first Russian book if you:do not like traditional ways of remembering new vocabularylearn best by visually seeing an illustration of a wordThis is not one of the common Russian textbooks that teach you grammar and vocabulary. It’s rather a combination of short stories.
After each story, there’s a section of vocabulary, so you can use that to learn new words. After that, you will get a short quiz, to see if you understood the story well enough.Even though the title states ‘for beginners’, it’s not good for complete beginners. I do recommend that you already know approximately 200+ words in Russian before getting this
book.Otherwise, you will need to constantly look up basic words, and that can get you out of the flow of trying to read a story. So if that is you, better to use an app or other book to learn the most common 200 words. And then get started with the short stories here.Read Russian short stories for beginners if you:like to read storieswant a contextual
approach to learning new Russian wordsalready know at least 200 wordsThis is a collection of eight stories to learn Russian. Each story has the new vocabulary at the end of it, which is useful to improve your Russian vocabulary.Be warned though: the name says it’s for beginners. But in reality, this book is best for upper beginner learners.Read short
stories in Russian for beginners if you :want intermediate reading practicewant a fun way to learn new vocabularyWhat I liked about this book is that it has an audio companion. The great thing about that is that you learn the correct pronunciation as you go through the course. Another benefit is that you can for example listen to the audio while
commuting to work. And then after work at night go through the regular textbook part.The complete edition has 3 textbooks with increasing difficulty.Read Living Language if you:like the combination of audio and regular textbookwant a simple explanation of Russian grammar and vocabularyThis is a great book + audiobook if you want to learn more
Russian words. Especially in the upper beginner stage, you should focus specifically on learning more Russian words and phrases.This book does a good job of that. As you would expect from the name, it’s a collection of the most common 2000 words. You can also listen to the correct Russian pronunciation, as that’s included in the audio book. Each
word also has a couple of example phrases, which is helpful to see the word used in “the wild”.The only downside is that this (audio)book is nothing more than a large list of Russian words. They are not grouped by theme or anything like that. So it’s best for students who already know some of the basic grammar, and want to systematically improve
their vocabulary.Read the 2000 most common Russian words in context if you:want to take a systematic approach to learning Russian vocabularywant to hear and see words at the same time to remember them betterIf you've been learning Russian for a while, you know that Russian verb conjugation is one of the frustrating parts of Russian grammar.
Each verb has 6 different conjugations in the present tense. And you also need to remember which perfective verb pairs with the imperfective verbs. And don’t forget the irregular verbs... :(While I recommend you learn Russian grammar and verbs mainly through immersion and audio courses, like the course Russian Conversations Unlocked. But
special verb drills do have their place, if you find verbs are one of your weak points while speaking.And this book is a great drill. It takes the most commonly used 501 Russian verbs and explains in detail all the conjugations, different tenses, perfective/imperfective pairs, and how to use the verb.This can be valuable if you already have experience
speaking, and want to improve your verb conjugation skills.Read 501 Russian verbs if you:can already have conversations, but struggle to get the verbs rightforget which perfective verb is paired with which imperfective verbwant to systematically improve your knowledge of the Russian verbsSome people overvalue the importance of Russian
grammar. If your main focus is to speak Russian, then it’s a good idea to focus first on speaking Russian and add a little bit of grammar exercises to understand the cases and verb conjugation.But once you have started to practice speaking, and can have conversations with native Russian speakers, it’s a good idea to supplement Russian
grammar.That’s when this book comes into play. It’s the most detailed overview and explanation of all the Russian grammatical rules and how they work.It’s not a book for reading from cover to cover. But it’'s more of an encyclopedia to open whenever you encounter a specific grammatical situation where you need to learn more.Get a Comprehensive
Russian grammar if:you already have experience speaking and want to improve your grammar skillsyou are looking for a systematic approach to Russian grammarHarry Potter is the first “real” book I read in Russian. It’s easier than regular adult books, but it’s still a great challenge. And most people have already read the book in English
before.Reading a book completely in the Cyrillic alphabet is difficult. Especially if you've never done it before.Now, you may have read some short stories completely in Russian before, but if you want to try to read a full normal book in Russian, you can start with Harry Potter.The vocabulary used is not difficult. The book is meant for kids to read.Now,
some people may argue that it’s not a native Russian book, and that’s true. But the Russian translation is good, as it’s a popular book. And it gives you an extra benefit:Most have already read this book before in their native language, so you already know the plot. This helps when you’re reading. Because you don’t need to understand every single
thing that’s going on. After all, you already know where the story is going. So if you struggle with a specific page, don’t worry. You can just continue reading.Read Harry Potter in Russian if you:want to try reading a full book completely in Russianlike fantasy bookshave been reading short stories completely in Russian and want to challenge
yourselfThis is the most popular modern Russian fiction book from the last 20 years. The book details the story of Artyom, who grew up living in the Moscow metro. When he was just a child, there was a nuclear war that covered the world in dangerous radiation.The only place where people survived was in the deep Moscow metro.It’s a fascinating
fiction story, and it will take you on a dark adventure throughout the underground of Moscow.It’s especially interesting to read if you have been to Moscow before. Because you’ll recognize many metro stations, where you have been yourself.This book is for upper beginner to intermediate, as it’s difficult. I read this book 1.5 years into my Russian
language learning. And I think I understood about 70% of what was going on. That’s okay, as the main benefit of reading a native book like this is to practice reading. There’s also a video game that details the same story (but with more mutants to shoot at), so that’s also great support practice if you put the sound in Russian.Read Metro 2033 if
you:want to test your Russianlike a fascinating story that happens in the Moscow metrol recommend you pick just one of these best books to learn Russian on this list. Progress in Russian comes from daily practice, and the easiest way to do that is to do the same type of practice every day.Get one book, and finish it. Don’t just read through it and put
it aside. But do all the exercises. Reread chapters that you found difficult. Use the knowledge you learn while practicing speaking with native Russian speakers. That way you can get the most out of each book, and make the most progress with your Russian skills. Learning Russian is easy. All you need to do is take a balanced
approach:VocabularyGrammarListeningSpeakingWhile everyone else is struggling to learn Russian, your Russian will improve on a day-to-day basis.A student recently told me: “I have been studying Russian for a year. In my head I can prepare basic sentences, yet when it comes to actually speaking I ‘chock’.”Imagine spending a year learning Russian
and still stumbling for words having a conversation with a native speaker...That’s why you must pay extra attention to the speaking subskill of learning Russian:Otherwise you will end up studying for hundreds of hours and still struggle to say a coherent phrase in Russian.It’s much more fun to see your efforts result in actual conversational skills.How
do I know?Because this is how I became fluent in Russian myself.Curious how I did it?Go here and get my systemized approach to speaking Russian well. Hurry up, every day you follow an ineffective approach is a day forever lost Without good Russian books, I would never have become fluent in Russian. But I also read lots of crappy books... that’s
why I made this list of my 11 best books to learn Russian. So you won’t waste time going through unhelpful books. They’re for beginners. But I've found that even intermediate students can get much benefit from repeating the basics.There are 100s of learn Russian books out there.That’s good. And bad.Good because you can pick one that suits your
preferred way of learning.Bad because if you make the wrong choice in the beginning...... you're going to waste a lot of time learning unhelpful things.And lack of progress in the beginning is the #1 factor that causes people to quit learning Russian alltogether.Here’s a summary of all the books:Best for the alphabet: Master the Russian AlphabetBest
traditional language book: New Penguin Russian CourseBest book for visual learners: My First Russian BookBest lower beginner short stories: Russian Short Stories For BeginnersBest upper beginner short stories: Short Stories in Russian for BeginnersBest book + audio: Living Language Complete Edition RussianBest for Russian vocabulary: 2000
Most Common Russian Words in ContextBest for Russian verbs: 501 Russian VerbsBest for grammar: A Comprehensive Russian GrammarBest first “real book”: Harry PotterBest Russian fiction: Metro 20330r continue reading to learn more about each book and what it can help you with:Below you’ll find my top 11 helpful books for learning Russian.
You don’t need to get all of them. Just read through their descriptions and pick 1 or 2 that sound good.My readers support this site. If you buy through a link on this page, I may earn an affiliate commission. The price for you stays the same, but it allows me to write more articles and videos :)By the way, if you want to learn Russian quickly, I've got a
course that teaches you how to use strategic habit-building to make learning Russian fun, easy, and automatic. It's not free, but it's helpful if you're currently struggling with learning Russian. You can find more information here.Anyone who learns Russian should learn the Russian alphabet (or officially the Cyrillic alphabet) soon after you start your
Russian language journey.Unfortunately, many people think that learning the Russian alphabet is difficult. I mean, it looks completely different from the Latin alphabet, right?But to be honest, it’s easier than it looks. Of the 33 letters, several are the same as in the Latin alphabet. Others look the same but are pronounced differently. And some are
completely new.The book Master the Russian Alphabet is a good start if you want to learn Russian. It’s a workbook that teaches you every letter, how to pronounce it, and its different forms (capital, cursive).It also gives you exercises that will help you better remember and learn them.Read Master the Russian Alphabet if you:want a simple but
effective guide to learn the Russian alphabet + pronunciationwant to see all the letters in different fonts and cursive scriptwant to learn to read and write the Russian alphabetwant to learn how to write in Russian cursiveThe New Penguin Russian course is for complete beginners. It has 30 lessons and focuses on teaching you the most common 1500
Russian words, and basic grammar. The only downside is that this book was published in 1996. So it teaches you some outdated Russian vocabulary. On the other hand, some people prefer a more traditional Russian textbook, and in that case, this is a great book for you.Read the New Penguin Russian Course if you:want to learn beginner vocabulary
and grammarMy First Russian book was originally an illustrated book for bilingual children. It teaches the 200 common Russian words and illustrates them. Each word is also written including its English translation. And that makes it an easy book for bilingual children to learn Russian.Or at least, that’s the target audience. If you’'re an adult and want
to learn Russian words with more illustrations, then I also recommend this book. Because it’s a lot easier to remember new words in a foreign language if you see a visual illustration of the word. Just seeing a Russian word and its English translation, might not be enough for the word to stick out in your mind.200 words may seem like not a lot, but
since they teach common words, you’ll come across these words often. So they’re useful for beginners.Read my first Russian book if you:do not like traditional ways of remembering new vocabularylearn best by visually seeing an illustration of a wordThis is not one of the common Russian textbooks that teach you grammar and vocabulary. It’s rather a
combination of short stories. After each story, there’s a section of vocabulary, so you can use that to learn new words. After that, you will get a short quiz, to see if you understood the story well enough.Even though the title states ‘for beginners’, it’s not good for complete beginners. I do recommend that you already know approximately 200+ words in
Russian before getting this book.Otherwise, you will need to constantly look up basic words, and that can get you out of the flow of trying to read a story. So if that is you, better to use an app or other book to learn the most common 200 words. And then get started with the short stories here.Read Russian short stories for beginners if you:like to read
storieswant a contextual approach to learning new Russian wordsalready know at least 200 wordsThis is a collection of eight stories to learn Russian. Each story has the new vocabulary at the end of it, which is useful to improve your Russian vocabulary.Be warned though: the name says it’s for beginners. But in reality, this book is best for upper
beginner learners.Read short stories in Russian for beginners if you :want intermediate reading practicewant a fun way to learn new vocabularyWhat I liked about this book is that it has an audio companion. The great thing about that is that you learn the correct pronunciation as you go through the course. Another benefit is that you can for example
listen to the audio while commuting to work. And then after work at night go through the regular textbook part.The complete edition has 3 textbooks with increasing difficulty.Read Living Language if you:like the combination of audio and regular textbookwant a simple explanation of Russian grammar and vocabularyThis is a great book + audiobook
if you want to learn more Russian words. Especially in the upper beginner stage, you should focus specifically on learning more Russian words and phrases.This book does a good job of that. As you would expect from the name, it’s a collection of the most common 2000 words. You can also listen to the correct Russian pronunciation, as that’s included
in the audio book. Each word also has a couple of example phrases, which is helpful to see the word used in “the wild”.The only downside is that this (audio)book is nothing more than a large list of Russian words. They are not grouped by theme or anything like that. So it’s best for students who already know some of the basic grammar, and want to
systematically improve their vocabulary.Read the 2000 most common Russian words in context if you:want to take a systematic approach to learning Russian vocabularywant to hear and see words at the same time to remember them betterIf you’'ve been learning Russian for a while, you know that Russian verb conjugation is one of the frustrating
parts of Russian grammar. Each verb has 6 different conjugations in the present tense. And you also need to remember which perfective verb pairs with the imperfective verbs. And don’t forget the irregular verbs... :(While I recommend you learn Russian grammar and verbs mainly through immersion and audio courses, like the course Russian
Conversations Unlocked. But special verb drills do have their place, if you find verbs are one of your weak points while speaking.And this book is a great drill. It takes the most commonly used 501 Russian verbs and explains in detail all the conjugations, different tenses, perfective/imperfective pairs, and how to use the verb.This can be valuable if you
already have experience speaking, and want to improve your verb conjugation skills.Read 501 Russian verbs if you:can already have conversations, but struggle to get the verbs rightforget which perfective verb is paired with which imperfective verbwant to systematically improve your knowledge of the Russian verbsSome people overvalue the
importance of Russian grammar. If your main focus is to speak Russian, then it’s a good idea to focus first on speaking Russian and add a little bit of grammar exercises to understand the cases and verb conjugation.But once you have started to practice speaking, and can have conversations with native Russian speakers, it’s a good idea to supplement
Russian grammar.That’s when this book comes into play. It’s the most detailed overview and explanation of all the Russian grammatical rules and how they work.It’s not a book for reading from cover to cover. But it’s more of an encyclopedia to open whenever you encounter a specific grammatical situation where you need to learn more.Get a
Comprehensive Russian grammar if:you already have experience speaking and want to improve your grammar skillsyou are looking for a systematic approach to Russian grammarHarry Potter is the first “real” book I read in Russian. It’s easier than regular adult books, but it’s still a great challenge. And most people have already read the book in
English before.Reading a book completely in the Cyrillic alphabet is difficult. Especially if you've never done it before.Now, you may have read some short stories completely in Russian before, but if you want to try to read a full normal book in Russian, you can start with Harry Potter.The vocabulary used is not difficult. The book is meant for kids to
read.Now, some people may argue that it’s not a native Russian book, and that’s true. But the Russian translation is good, as it’s a popular book. And it gives you an extra benefit:Most have already read this book before in their native language, so you already know the plot. This helps when you’re reading. Because you don’t need to understand every
single thing that’s going on. After all, you already know where the story is going. So if you struggle with a specific page, don’t worry. You can just continue reading.Read Harry Potter in Russian if you:want to try reading a full book completely in Russianlike fantasy bookshave been reading short stories completely in Russian and want to challenge
yourselfThis is the most popular modern Russian fiction book from the last 20 years. The book details the story of Artyom, who grew up living in the Moscow metro. When he was just a child, there was a nuclear war that covered the world in dangerous radiation.The only place where people survived was in the deep Moscow metro.It’s a fascinating
fiction story, and it will take you on a dark adventure throughout the underground of Moscow.It’s especially interesting to read if you have been to Moscow before. Because you’ll recognize many metro stations, where you have been yourself.This book is for upper beginner to intermediate, as it’s difficult. I read this book 1.5 years into my Russian
language learning. And I think I understood about 70% of what was going on. That’s okay, as the main benefit of reading a native book like this is to practice reading. There’s also a video game that details the same story (but with more mutants to shoot at), so that’s also great support practice if you put the sound in Russian.Read Metro 2033 if
you:want to test your Russianlike a fascinating story that happens in the Moscow metrol recommend you pick just one of these best books to learn Russian on this list. Progress in Russian comes from daily practice, and the easiest way to do that is to do the same type of practice every day.Get one book, and finish it. Don’t just read through it and put
it aside. But do all the exercises. Reread chapters that you found difficult. Use the knowledge you learn while practicing speaking with native Russian speakers. That way you can get the most out of each book, and make the most progress with your Russian skills. Learning Russian is easy. All you need to do is take a balanced
approach:VocabularyGrammarListeningSpeakingWhile everyone else is struggling to learn Russian, your Russian will improve on a day-to-day basis.A student recently told me: “I have been studying Russian for a year. In my head I can prepare basic sentences, yet when it comes to actually speaking I ‘chock’.”Imagine spending a year learning Russian
and still stumbling for words having a conversation with a native speaker...That’s why you must pay extra attention to the speaking subskill of learning Russian:Otherwise you will end up studying for hundreds of hours and still struggle to say a coherent phrase in Russian.It’s much more fun to see your efforts result in actual conversational skills.How
do I know?Because this is how I became fluent in Russian myself.Curious how I did it?Go here and get my systemized approach to speaking Russian well.Hurry up, every day you follow an ineffective approach is a day forever lost The monolith of classic Russian literature can be daunting and perhaps a tad depressing to look at, as under the wrong
light it can seem grey and harsh. The stereotype of Russian literature may have a serious countenance to an outsider, but when you get to reading them, holding the books under the lamp of curiosity, you will find that these books do have a great sense of the absurd, a quotidian humour and a litany of unique characters. You may wonder how to start,
and that’s what I'm here for. These short novels and collected stories will gently guide you into the world of Russian literature. You do not need to be the perfect reader for these books; in fact, it is better to be imperfect, to understand these foil-riddled characters. About Love Anton ChekhovStarting with Chekhov is unfair to you and to me. When you
read Chekhov, you’ll wonder why we all don’t just pack up and go home. Why does anyone write at all when Chekhov exists? He is truly the master. These stories present some of Chekhov’s greatest and most accessible work that you can read in a couple of hours. If you end up finishing these, have a look at the short story The Bishop or the novel The
Shooting Party - you will be in for a treat, they are some of my favourite reads. “You've never understood what kind of person I am, nor will you in a million years . . . You just think I'm a mad person who has thrown his life away . . . Once the free spirit has taken hold of a man, there's no way of getting it out of him.” — Anton Chekhov, About Love
Notes from the Underground Fydor Dostoevsky Dostoevsky has been getting a bit of an alpha male PR makeover at the moment online, but don’t be fooled; Dostoevsky is sensitive, darkly humorous and for those that pursue beauty. This does not mean his books are nascently beautiful, but beauty is earnt through despair. Notes from the Underground
is a wonderful novella from a bitter, unnamed narrator who argues against determinist values. It is philosophically dense and generative. “To love is to suffer and there can be no love otherwise.” — Fyodor Dostoevsky, Notes From The Underground There Once Lived a Girl Who Seduced Her Sister’s Husband, And He Hanged Himself: Love Stories
Ludmilla Petrushevskaya Women within the conversation around classics tend to be remanded within the confines of perceived mediocrity. Petrushevskaya is (and will remain) one of my closely held favourites and an absolute nut (the best kind of writer). This book is dark but accessibly rendered, detailing the shadowed sides of love and obsession.
“Love likes secrecy and playfulness; it flees too much devotion and heavy emotional debt.” — Ludmilla Petrushevskaya, There Once Lived a Girl Who Seduced Her Sister's Husband, And He Hanged Himself The Death of Ivan Illyich and Other Stories Leo Tolstoy This is a great book to dip in and out of - that's the great beauty of short fiction. These
stories were a reaction of Tolstoy’s supposed meeting with Death themself, which adds a level of drama and spiritual panic that one cannot help but be drawn into. I read this at a very vital point in my life and the apotheosis of this collection will never leave me. “He sought his former accustomed fear of death and did not find it. "Where is it? What
death?" There was no fear because there was no death. In place of death there was light.” — Leo Tolstoy, The Death of Ivan Ilyich Autobiography Of A Corpse Sigizmund KrzhizhanovskyA lesser-known modernist classic, I'm a big fan of Krzhizhanovsky’s stories, especially The Unbitten Elbow, a discombobulating Sisyphean story about (surprisingly)
the confines of human consciousness and ideological rebellion. Krzhizhanovsky was published only a few times during his life, as he was constantly at odds with Soviet censors. He has an acerbic sense of humour and deserves to be more widely read - hopefully you can be the one!“The Lord God himself,” he said, “cannot arrange things so that two
and two do not equal four, so that a man can bite his own elbow, and thought can go beyond the bounds of the boundary concept.” — Sigizmund Krzhizhanovsky, Autobiography Of A Corpse Without good Russian books, I would never have become fluent in Russian. But I also read lots of crappy books... that’s why I made this list of my 11 best books
to learn Russian. So you won'’t waste time going through unhelpful books. They’re for beginners. But I've found that even intermediate students can get much benefit from repeating the basics.There are 100s of learn Russian books out there.That’s good. And bad.Good because you can pick one that suits your preferred way of learning.Bad because if
you make the wrong choice in the beginning...... you’re going to waste a lot of time learning unhelpful things.And lack of progress in the beginning is the #1 factor that causes people to quit learning Russian alltogether.Here’s a summary of all the books:Best for the alphabet: Master the Russian AlphabetBest traditional language book: New Penguin
Russian CourseBest book for visual learners: My First Russian BookBest lower beginner short stories: Russian Short Stories For BeginnersBest upper beginner short stories: Short Stories in Russian for BeginnersBest book + audio: Living Language Complete Edition RussianBest for Russian vocabulary: 2000 Most Common Russian Words in
ContextBest for Russian verbs: 501 Russian VerbsBest for grammar: A Comprehensive Russian GrammarBest first “real book”: Harry PotterBest Russian fiction: Metro 20330r continue reading to learn more about each book and what it can help you with:Below you’ll find my top 11 helpful books for learning Russian. You don’t need to get all of them.
Just read through their descriptions and pick 1 or 2 that sound good.My readers support this site. If you buy through a link on this page, I may earn an affiliate commission. The price for you stays the same, but it allows me to write more articles and videos :)By the way, if you want to learn Russian quickly, I've got a course that teaches you how to use
strategic habit-building to make learning Russian fun, easy, and automatic. It's not free, but it's helpful if you're currently struggling with learning Russian. You can find more information here.Anyone who learns Russian should learn the Russian alphabet (or officially the Cyrillic alphabet) soon after you start your Russian language
journey.Unfortunately, many people think that learning the Russian alphabet is difficult. I mean, it looks completely different from the Latin alphabet, right?But to be honest, it’s easier than it looks. Of the 33 letters, several are the same as in the Latin alphabet. Others look the same but are pronounced differently. And some are completely new.The
book Master the Russian Alphabet is a good start if you want to learn Russian. It’'s a workbook that teaches you every letter, how to pronounce it, and its different forms (capital, cursive).It also gives you exercises that will help you better remember and learn them.Read Master the Russian Alphabet if you:want a simple but effective guide to learn the
Russian alphabet + pronunciationwant to see all the letters in different fonts and cursive scriptwant to learn to read and write the Russian alphabetwant to learn how to write in Russian cursiveThe New Penguin Russian course is for complete beginners. It has 30 lessons and focuses on teaching you the most common 1500 Russian words, and basic
grammar. The only downside is that this book was published in 1996. So it teaches you some outdated Russian vocabulary. On the other hand, some people prefer a more traditional Russian textbook, and in that case, this is a great book for you.Read the New Penguin Russian Course if you:want to learn beginner vocabulary and grammarMy First
Russian book was originally an illustrated book for bilingual children. It teaches the 200 common Russian words and illustrates them. Each word is also written including its English translation. And that makes it an easy book for bilingual children to learn Russian.Or at least, that’s the target audience. If you're an adult and want to learn Russian
words with more illustrations, then I also recommend this book. Because it’s a lot easier to remember new words in a foreign language if you see a visual illustration of the word. Just seeing a Russian word and its English translation, might not be enough for the word to stick out in your mind.200 words may seem like not a lot, but since they teach
common words, you’ll come across these words often. So they’re useful for beginners.Read my first Russian book if you:do not like traditional ways of remembering new vocabularylearn best by visually seeing an illustration of a wordThis is not one of the common Russian textbooks that teach you grammar and vocabulary. It’s rather a combination of
short stories. After each story, there’s a section of vocabulary, so you can use that to learn new words. After that, you will get a short quiz, to see if you understood the story well enough.Even though the title states ‘for beginners’, it’s not good for complete beginners. I do recommend that you already know approximately 200+ words in Russian before
getting this book.Otherwise, you will need to constantly look up basic words, and that can get you out of the flow of trying to read a story. So if that is you, better to use an app or other book to learn the most common 200 words. And then get started with the short stories here.Read Russian short stories for beginners if you:like to read storieswant a
contextual approach to learning new Russian wordsalready know at least 200 wordsThis is a collection of eight stories to learn Russian. Each story has the new vocabulary at the end of it, which is useful to improve your Russian vocabulary.Be warned though: the name says it’s for beginners. But in reality, this book is best for upper beginner
learners.Read short stories in Russian for beginners if you :want intermediate reading practicewant a fun way to learn new vocabularyWhat I liked about this book is that it has an audio companion. The great thing about that is that you learn the correct pronunciation as you go through the course. Another benefit is that you can for example listen to
the audio while commuting to work. And then after work at night go through the regular textbook part.The complete edition has 3 textbooks with increasing difficulty.Read Living Language if you:like the combination of audio and regular textbookwant a simple explanation of Russian grammar and vocabularyThis is a great book + audiobook if you
want to learn more Russian words. Especially in the upper beginner stage, you should focus specifically on learning more Russian words and phrases.This book does a good job of that. As you would expect from the name, it’s a collection of the most common 2000 words. You can also listen to the correct Russian pronunciation, as that’s included in the
audio book. Each word also has a couple of example phrases, which is helpful to see the word used in “the wild”.The only downside is that this (audio)book is nothing more than a large list of Russian words. They are not grouped by theme or anything like that. So it’s best for students who already know some of the basic grammar, and want to
systematically improve their vocabulary.Read the 2000 most common Russian words in context if you:want to take a systematic approach to learning Russian vocabularywant to hear and see words at the same time to remember them betterIf you've been learning Russian for a while, you know that Russian verb conjugation is one of the frustrating
parts of Russian grammar. Each verb has 6 different conjugations in the present tense. And you also need to remember which perfective verb pairs with the imperfective verbs. And don’t forget the irregular verbs... :(While I recommend you learn Russian grammar and verbs mainly through immersion and audio courses, like the course Russian
Conversations Unlocked. But special verb drills do have their place, if you find verbs are one of your weak points while speaking.And this book is a great drill. It takes the most commonly used 501 Russian verbs and explains in detail all the conjugations, different tenses, perfective/imperfective pairs, and how to use the verb.This can be valuable if you
already have experience speaking, and want to improve your verb conjugation skills.Read 501 Russian verbs if you:can already have conversations, but struggle to get the verbs rightforget which perfective verb is paired with which imperfective verbwant to systematically improve your knowledge of the Russian verbsSome people overvalue the
importance of Russian grammar. If your main focus is to speak Russian, then it’s a good idea to focus first on speaking Russian and add a little bit of grammar exercises to understand the cases and verb conjugation.But once you have started to practice speaking, and can have conversations with native Russian speakers, it’s a good idea to supplement
Russian grammar.That’s when this book comes into play. It’s the most detailed overview and explanation of all the Russian grammatical rules and how they work.It’s not a book for reading from cover to cover. But it’s more of an encyclopedia to open whenever you encounter a specific grammatical situation where you need to learn more.Get a
Comprehensive Russian grammar if:you already have experience speaking and want to improve your grammar skillsyou are looking for a systematic approach to Russian grammarHarry Potter is the first “real” book I read in Russian. It’s easier than regular adult books, but it’s still a great challenge. And most people have already read the book in
English before.Reading a book completely in the Cyrillic alphabet is difficult. Especially if you've never done it before.Now, you may have read some short stories completely in Russian before, but if you want to try to read a full normal book in Russian, you can start with Harry Potter.The vocabulary used is not difficult. The book is meant for kids to
read.Now, some people may argue that it’s not a native Russian book, and that’s true. But the Russian translation is good, as it’s a popular book. And it gives you an extra benefit:Most have already read this book before in their native language, so you already know the plot. This helps when you’re reading. Because you don’t need to understand every
single thing that’s going on. After all, you already know where the story is going. So if you struggle with a specific page, don’t worry. You can just continue reading.Read Harry Potter in Russian if you:want to try reading a full book completely in Russianlike fantasy bookshave been reading short stories completely in Russian and want to challenge
yourselfThis is the most popular modern Russian fiction book from the last 20 years. The book details the story of Artyom, who grew up living in the Moscow metro. When he was just a child, there was a nuclear war that covered the world in dangerous radiation.The only place where people survived was in the deep Moscow metro.It’s a fascinating
fiction story, and it will take you on a dark adventure throughout the underground of Moscow.It’s especially interesting to read if you have been to Moscow before. Because you’ll recognize many metro stations, where you have been yourself.This book is for upper beginner to intermediate, as it’s difficult. I read this book 1.5 years into my Russian
language learning. And I think I understood about 70% of what was going on. That’s okay, as the main benefit of reading a native book like this is to practice reading. There’s also a video game that details the same story (but with more mutants to shoot at), so that’s also great support practice if you put the sound in Russian.Read Metro 2033 if
you:want to test your Russianlike a fascinating story that happens in the Moscow metrol recommend you pick just one of these best books to learn Russian on this list. Progress in Russian comes from daily practice, and the easiest way to do that is to do the same type of practice every day.Get one book, and finish it. Don’t just read through it and put
it aside. But do all the exercises. Reread chapters that you found difficult. Use the knowledge you learn while practicing speaking with native Russian speakers. That way you can get the most out of each book, and make the most progress with your Russian skills. Learning Russian is easy. All you need to do is take a balanced
approach:VocabularyGrammarListeningSpeakingWhile everyone else is struggling to learn Russian, your Russian will improve on a day-to-day basis.A student recently told me: “I have been studying Russian for a year. In my head I can prepare basic sentences, yet when it comes to actually speaking I ‘chock’.”Imagine spending a year learning Russian
and still stumbling for words having a conversation with a native speaker...That’s why you must pay extra attention to the speaking subskill of learning Russian:Otherwise you will end up studying for hundreds of hours and still struggle to say a coherent phrase in Russian.It’s much more fun to see your efforts result in actual conversational skills.How
do I know?Because this is how I became fluent in Russian myself.Curious how I did it?Go here and get my systemized approach to speaking Russian well. Hurry up, every day you follow an ineffective approach is a day forever lost Reading Russian authors is a great idea. Russian literature is among the most respected in the world - you're sure to find
something that suits your preference. But there’s a problem.Many famous Russian novels are actually infamous for their many, many pages - wading through the four volumes of Leo Tolstoy’s War and Peace is a real challenge; many end up hating Tolstoy, Russian classics, and themselves.There is a way out - starting with something else a bit lighter,
which does not mean worse. Here’s a list of works that show the skill of Russian authors, without weighing you down with pages and pages of condensed text. 1. Evenings on a Farm near Dikanka (Nikolai Gogol, 1832)A collection of short stories written by a young Gogol, one of the wittiest Russian authors, immerses the reader into the colorful and
warm world of 19th-century Ukraine (back then a part of the Russian Empire). The tales are based on the Ukrainian folklore Gogol knew so well.It’s pure fantasy and very funny - in Christmas Eve, a brave Cossack saddles up the devil and flies to St. Petersburg just to get the Empress’ shoes his lover asked for. Sometimes the narrative is more
horrifying than Stephen King’s novels; take A Terrible Vengeance, in which the heroine discovers that her father is the Antichrist. One thing all eight stories have in common - they’re never boring.2. A Hero of Our Time (Mikhail Lermontov, 1840)Lermontov’s only novel is perhaps the most appealing of all 19th century Russian psychological reads. A
Hero of Our Time’s plot takes place in the Caucasus, a wild frontier of the Russian Empire, so it’s like a Russian western, where the protagonist adventure-seeking officer Grigory Pechorin faces endless dangers.At the same time, Pechorin’s main enemy is himself. Lermontov brilliantly portrays the misanthropic and cold nature of a man destroying the
lives of the others - and his own. The psychological deepness and romantic settings of the Caucasus, together with the complicated structure full of flashbacks give us a novel that has won the imagination of Russians since middle school - which is quite rare, to be honest.3. Anton Chekhov’s ‘Little Trilogy’: The Man in the Case - Gooseberries - About
Love (1898)Anton Chekhov, who mostly wrote short stories and plays, had two features that distinguish him from other Russia writers: a light, ironic sense of humor, and brevity. You can read the three stories from the “Little Trilogy” in an hour. The plot is simple: three men from the Russian intelligentsia share stories on a rainy day. Each story
contains sad philosophical thought about human nature, their feelings, and weaknesses. Chekhov doesn’t give you any answers yet it’s hard to stop thinking on the matters he outlines in his short masterpieces.4. Father Sergius (Leo Tolstoy, 1898)Nowhere near as famous as War and Peace or Anna Karenina, and far shorter, this story marks the point
Tolstoy turned his attention to short stories focused on philosophy, as opposed to his epic writings on Russian society.The protagonist of Father Sergius, a young bon vivant, finds God after a serious shock and dedicates his life to becoming a saint. It seems that he succeeds - but deep inside, still suffers from hidden sins and doubts. We won’t tell you
how this story ends - let’s just say Father Sergius irritated the Russian Orthodox Church so badly that the state only allowed it to be published after Leo Tolstoy died in 1911.5. The Twelve Chairs (Ilya IIf and Evgeny Petrov, 1928)This young Soviet writing duo from Odessa (now Ukraine) created one of the funniest satire novels in Russian history. In
the 1920s, the Soviet authorities had prevailed in Russia but the country was still quite a mess. With these circumstances as the backdrop, the story focuses on an indecisive descendant of a noble family called Kisa Vorobyaninov, accompanied by the great fraudster Ostap Bender, as they look for the family treasure.It’s hidden in one of 12 chairs once
furnished a mansion, but has now been sold at auction. Kisa and Ostap don’t know which chair they need so they roam around Southern Russia tricking furniture sellers. The people they meet are often crazy, which makes this journey hilarious for the reader. The finale of this light fiction, however, is much darker than expected. If using any of
Russia Beyond's content, partly or in full, always provide an active hyperlink to the original material. In fact, once you start, you might find yourself unable to stop. Whether you’re drawn to the moral dilemmas of Dostoevsky, the sweeping epics of Tolstoy, or the poetic simplicity of Turgenev, there’s something in Russian literature for everyone. But
where should you start? Here’s a guide to get you on your way, no matter your reading level or what you're looking for. Let’s start with one of the heavyweights: Fyodor Dostoevsky’s Crime and Punishment. This novel follows the journey of Raskolnikov, a student who commits murder and then spirals into guilt and madness. If you’re someone who
enjoys exploring deep psychological and philosophical questions, this is the book for you. It’s not just a crime novel—it’s a dive into the human mind, an exploration of guilt, morality, and redemption. Why it’s a good starting point: Despite its heavy themes, Crime and Punishment is an engaging read. Dostoevsky pulls you into Raskolnikov’s world, and
once you’re in, it’s hard to look away. You’ll find yourself questioning your own sense of right and wrong, and whether redemption is truly possible. Pro Tip: Take your time with this one. The themes are deep, and the emotional weight can be heavy, but the psychological complexity makes it incredibly engaging. If you love epic love stories, Anna
Karenina might be your best entry into Russian literature. Tolstoy weaves together the lives of several characters, but at the heart of it is the tragic love affair between Anna and Count Vronsky. This is not just a romance novel, though. It’s a critique of Russian society, an exploration of morality, and a reflection on the human condition. Tolstoy dives
deep into the inner lives of his characters, making them feel incredibly real. Why it’s a good starting point: While Tolstoy’s novels are famously long, Anna Karenina’s focus on love and relationships makes it relatable. It’s a story about human flaws, societal expectations, and the struggle between personal desire and duty. Pro Tip: Don’t get
overwhelmed by the length. Focus on the characters and their relationships—Tolstoy’s portrayal of emotion is incredibly nuanced and worth every page. 3. For the Short Story Lover: Chekhov’s The Lady with the Dog Anton Chekhov is often considered one of the greatest short story writers of all time, and The Lady with the Dog is a perfect
introduction to his work. The story centers around a brief love affair between two married people, but it’s so much more than that. Chekhov’s writing is subtle, filled with quiet emotional depth and an understanding of the complexities of human nature. Why it’s a good starting point: Chekhov’s stories are short but impactful. If you're someone who
loves character-driven stories and is looking for a quick read that still leaves you thinking, this is a great entry point into Russian literature. Pro Tip: Chekhov’s strength lies in his ability to capture the small moments of life that reveal larger truths. Don’t rush through his stories—take time to reflect on what’s left unsaid. Turgenev’s Fathers and

Sons is the perfect novel if you’'re interested in understanding the cultural and generational shifts in 19th-century Russia. This novel is a battle of ideologies, with Bazarov, a young nihilist, challenging the values of the older generation. It's a novel about change—personal, societal, and political. And while it deals with complex ideas, Turgenev’s prose
is accessible, making this a great starting point for those who want to understand the dynamics of Russian society through literature. Why it’s a good starting point: Fathers and Sons introduces you to the ideological debates that shaped 19th-century Russia, but in a way that feels personal and relevant. The clash between tradition and progress is a
theme that resonates in any era. Pro Tip: Pay attention to the philosophical debates in the novel, but don’t let them overshadow the personal relationships. Turgenev’s characters are incredibly human, and their emotional journeys are just as important as their intellectual ones. If you’re more into poetry, Alexander Pushkin’s Eugene Onegin is a must-
read. Written in verse, this novel tells the story of a young aristocrat, Eugene Onegin, and his relationship with a passionate young woman named Tatyana. Pushkin’s writing is lyrical and beautiful, and Eugene Onegin captures the essence of Russian life and emotion in a way that only poetry can. It’s a novel of unrequited love, regret, and missed
opportunities. Why it’s a good starting point: Pushkin’s poetry is elegant and flowing, and the story is both tragic and timeless. If you’'re a fan of poetic writing and want to experience the beauty of Russian literature in verse, this is the book for you. Pro Tip: Don’t worry if you're not used to reading verse novels—Pushkin’s style is incredibly accessible,
and the emotions are universal. Russian literature may seem intimidating, but it’s one of the most rewarding literary traditions out there. Whether you’re drawn to philosophy, romance, or short stories, there’s something for everyone in this rich and diverse canon. The key is to start with what interests you most and dive in. Once you’ve read one of
these works, you'll be ready to explore even more. And trust me, once you start, you won’t want to stop. What Russian novel are you most excited to dive into? Have you read any of these before? Let me know in the comments—I'd love to hear your thoughts and recommendations for future posts! Without good Russian books, I would never have
become fluent in Russian. But I also read lots of crappy books... that’s why I made this list of my 11 best books to learn Russian. So you won’t waste time going through unhelpful books. They’re for beginners. But I've found that even intermediate students can get much benefit from repeating the basics.There are 100s of learn Russian books out
there.That’s good. And bad.Good because you can pick one that suits your preferred way of learning.Bad because if you make the wrong choice in the beginning...... you're going to waste a lot of time learning unhelpful things.And lack of progress in the beginning is the #1 factor that causes people to quit learning Russian alltogether.Here’s a
summary of all the books:Best for the alphabet: Master the Russian AlphabetBest traditional language book: New Penguin Russian CourseBest book for visual learners: My First Russian BookBest lower beginner short stories: Russian Short Stories For BeginnersBest upper beginner short stories: Short Stories in Russian for BeginnersBest book +
audio: Living Language Complete Edition RussianBest for Russian vocabulary: 2000 Most Common Russian Words in ContextBest for Russian verbs: 501 Russian VerbsBest for grammar: A Comprehensive Russian GrammarBest first “real book”: Harry PotterBest Russian fiction: Metro 20330r continue reading to learn more about each book and what
it can help you with:Below you’ll find my top 11 helpful books for learning Russian. You don’t need to get all of them. Just read through their descriptions and pick 1 or 2 that sound good.My readers support this site. If you buy through a link on this page, I may earn an affiliate commission. The price for you stays the same, but it allows me to write
more articles and videos :)By the way, if you want to learn Russian quickly, I've got a course that teaches you how to use strategic habit-building to make learning Russian fun, easy, and automatic. It's not free, but it's helpful if you're currently struggling with learning Russian. You can find more information here.Anyone who learns Russian should
learn the Russian alphabet (or officially the Cyrillic alphabet) soon after you start your Russian language journey.Unfortunately, many people think that learning the Russian alphabet is difficult. I mean, it looks completely different from the Latin alphabet, right?But to be honest, it’s easier than it looks. Of the 33 letters, several are the same as in the
Latin alphabet. Others look the same but are pronounced differently. And some are completely new.The book Master the Russian Alphabet is a good start if you want to learn Russian. It’s a workbook that teaches you every letter, how to pronounce it, and its different forms (capital, cursive).It also gives you exercises that will help you better remember
and learn them.Read Master the Russian Alphabet if you:want a simple but effective guide to learn the Russian alphabet + pronunciationwant to see all the letters in different fonts and cursive scriptwant to learn to read and write the Russian alphabetwant to learn how to write in Russian cursiveThe New Penguin Russian course is for complete
beginners. It has 30 lessons and focuses on teaching you the most common 1500 Russian words, and basic grammar. The only downside is that this book was published in 1996. So it teaches you some outdated Russian vocabulary. On the other hand, some people prefer a more traditional Russian textbook, and in that case, this is a great book for
you.Read the New Penguin Russian Course if you:want to learn beginner vocabulary and grammarMy First Russian book was originally an illustrated book for bilingual children. It teaches the 200 common Russian words and illustrates them. Each word is also written including its English translation. And that makes it an easy book for bilingual
children to learn Russian.Or at least, that’s the target audience. If you're an adult and want to learn Russian words with more illustrations, then I also recommend this book. Because it’s a lot easier to remember new words in a foreign language if you see a visual illustration of the word. Just seeing a Russian word and its English translation, might not
be enough for the word to stick out in your mind.200 words may seem like not a lot, but since they teach common words, you’ll come across these words often. So they’re useful for beginners.Read my first Russian book if you:do not like traditional ways of remembering new vocabularylearn best by visually seeing an illustration of a wordThis is not
one of the common Russian textbooks that teach you grammar and vocabulary. It’s rather a combination of short stories. After each story, there’s a section of vocabulary, so you can use that to learn new words. After that, you will get a short quiz, to see if you understood the story well enough.Even though the title states ‘for beginners’, it’s not good
for complete beginners. I do recommend that you already know approximately 200+ words in Russian before getting this book.Otherwise, you will need to constantly look up basic words, and that can get you out of the flow of trying to read a story. So if that is you, better to use an app or other book to learn the most common 200 words. And then get
started with the short stories here.Read Russian short stories for beginners if you:like to read storieswant a contextual approach to learning new Russian wordsalready know at least 200 wordsThis is a collection of eight stories to learn Russian. Each story has the new vocabulary at the end of it, which is useful to improve your Russian vocabulary.Be
warned though: the name says it’s for beginners. But in reality, this book is best for upper beginner learners.Read short stories in Russian for beginners if you :want intermediate reading practicewant a fun way to learn new vocabularyWhat I liked about this book is that it has an audio companion. The great thing about that is that you learn the
correct pronunciation as you go through the course. Another benefit is that you can for example listen to the audio while commuting to work. And then after work at night go through the regular textbook part.The complete edition has 3 textbooks with increasing difficulty.Read Living Language if you:like the combination of audio and regular
textbookwant a simple explanation of Russian grammar and vocabularyThis is a great book + audiobook if you want to learn more Russian words. Especially in the upper beginner stage, you should focus specifically on learning more Russian words and phrases.This book does a good job of that. As you would expect from the name, it’s a collection of
the most common 2000 words. You can also listen to the correct Russian pronunciation, as that’s included in the audio book. Each word also has a couple of example phrases, which is helpful to see the word used in “the wild”.The only downside is that this (audio)book is nothing more than a large list of Russian words. They are not grouped by theme
or anything like that. So it’s best for students who already know some of the basic grammar, and want to systematically improve their vocabulary.Read the 2000 most common Russian words in context if you:want to take a systematic approach to learning Russian vocabularywant to hear and see words at the same time to remember them betterIf
you’'ve been learning Russian for a while, you know that Russian verb conjugation is one of the frustrating parts of Russian grammar. Each verb has 6 different conjugations in the present tense. And you also need to remember which perfective verb pairs with the imperfective verbs. And don’t forget the irregular verbs... :(While I recommend you learn
Russian grammar and verbs mainly through immersion and audio courses, like the course Russian Conversations Unlocked. But special verb drills do have their place, if you find verbs are one of your weak points while speaking.And this book is a great drill. It takes the most commonly used 501 Russian verbs and explains in detail all the conjugations,
different tenses, perfective/imperfective pairs, and how to use the verb.This can be valuable if you already have experience speaking, and want to improve your verb conjugation skills.Read 501 Russian verbs if you:can already have conversations, but struggle to get the verbs rightforget which perfective verb is paired with which imperfective
verbwant to systematically improve your knowledge of the Russian verbsSome people overvalue the importance of Russian grammar. If your main focus is to speak Russian, then it’s a good idea to focus first on speaking Russian and add a little bit of grammar exercises to understand the cases and verb conjugation.But once you have started to
practice speaking, and can have conversations with native Russian speakers, it’s a good idea to supplement Russian grammar.That’s when this book comes into play. It’s the most detailed overview and explanation of all the Russian grammatical rules and how they work.It’s not a book for reading from cover to cover. But it’s more of an encyclopedia to
open whenever you encounter a specific grammatical situation where you need to learn more.Get a Comprehensive Russian grammar if:you already have experience speaking and want to improve your grammar skillsyou are looking for a systematic approach to Russian grammarHarry Potter is the first “real” book I read in Russian. It’s easier than
regular adult books, but it’s still a great challenge. And most people have already read the book in English before.Reading a book completely in the Cyrillic alphabet is difficult. Especially if you’'ve never done it before.Now, you may have read some short stories completely in Russian before, but if you want to try to read a full normal book in Russian,
you can start with Harry Potter.The vocabulary used is not difficult. The book is meant for kids to read.Now, some people may argue that it’s not a native Russian book, and that’s true. But the Russian translation is good, as it’s a popular book. And it gives you an extra benefit:Most have already read this book before in their native language, so you
already know the plot. This helps when you're reading. Because you don’t need to understand every single thing that’s going on. After all, you already know where the story is going. So if you struggle with a specific page, don’t worry. You can just continue reading.Read Harry Potter in Russian if you:want to try reading a full book completely in
Russianlike fantasy bookshave been reading short stories completely in Russian and want to challenge yourselfThis is the most popular modern Russian fiction book from the last 20 years. The book details the story of Artyom, who grew up living in the Moscow metro. When he was just a child, there was a nuclear war that covered the world in
dangerous radiation.The only place where people survived was in the deep Moscow metro.It’s a fascinating fiction story, and it will take you on a dark adventure throughout the underground of Moscow.It’s especially interesting to read if you have been to Moscow before. Because you’ll recognize many metro stations, where you have been
yourself.This book is for upper beginner to intermediate, as it’s difficult. I read this book 1.5 years into my Russian language learning. And I think I understood about 70% of what was going on. That’s okay, as the main benefit of reading a native book like this is to practice reading. There’s also a video game that details the same story (but with more
mutants to shoot at), so that’s also great support practice if you put the sound in Russian.Read Metro 2033 if you:want to test your Russianlike a fascinating story that happens in the Moscow metrol recommend you pick just one of these best books to learn Russian on this list. Progress in Russian comes from daily practice, and the easiest way to do
that is to do the same type of practice every day.Get one book, and finish it. Don’t just read through it and put it aside. But do all the exercises. Reread chapters that you found difficult. Use the knowledge you learn while practicing speaking with native Russian speakers. That way you can get the most out of each book, and make the most progress
with your Russian skills. Learning Russian is easy. All you need to do is take a balanced approach:VocabularyGrammarListeningSpeakingWhile everyone else is struggling to learn Russian, your Russian will improve on a day-to-day basis.A student recently told me: “I have been studying Russian for a year. In my head I can prepare basic sentences, yet
when it comes to actually speaking I ‘chock’.”Imagine spending a year learning Russian and still stumbling for words having a conversation with a native speaker...That’s why you must pay extra attention to the speaking subskill of learning Russian:Otherwise you will end up studying for hundreds of hours and still struggle to say a coherent phrase in
Russian.It’s much more fun to see your efforts result in actual conversational skills.How do I know?Because this is how I became fluent in Russian myself.Curious how I did it?Go here and get my systemized approach to speaking Russian well. Hurry up, every day you follow an ineffective approach is a day forever lost Russian literature is known for
deep, complex, and often very long classic novels.Many must-read Russian books are timeless, covering themes from romance to social change.Authors like Tolstoy and Dostoevsky are pivotal to understanding Russian cultural and literary heritage. Russian literature has long been one of the richest and most interesting branches of the literary tree. It
has been supplying the world with incredible, fantastic novels for two centuries now—and continues to do so. The books on must-read lists tend to not only be deep, complex works of literature, but they also tend to be older works that have survived the test of time. Some of those books are also not simply complex and difficult, they're also very, very



long. And let’s be frank: When you start describing books as complex, difficult, and long, you’re probably referring to Russian Literature. We live, for instance, in a world where "War and Peace" by Russian author Leo Tolstoy is often used as generic shorthand for an extremely long novel. You don’t need to have read the book to get the reference. And
yet, you should read the book. This list of must-read Russian literature includes plenty of the classics from the 19th century, but there are also examples from the 20th and 21st centuries—and they’re all books that you really, really should read. The argument over which novel is Dostoevsky’s greatest can stretch out to insane lengths, but "The
Brothers Karamazov" is always in the running. Is it complicated? Yes, there are a lot of threads and subtle connections in this sprawling tale of murder and lust, but it’s a tale of murder and lust. It’s a lot of fun, which often gets forgotten when people discuss the amazing way Dostoevsky combines philosophical themes with some of the best-drawn
characters ever put to page. Something often misunderstood by Western readers is how the past informs Russia’s present; it’s a nation that can trace many of its current attitudes, problems, and culture back centuries to the time of the Tsars and the serfs. Sorokin’s novel follows a government official through a day of standard terror and despair in a
future where the Russian Empire has been restored, a concept that resonates powerfully with modern-day Russians. Dostoevsky’s other incredible classic is a deep-dive study of Russian society that remains surprisingly timely and eternally genius. Dostoevsky set out to explore what he saw as the inherent brutality of Russia, telling the story of a man
who commits murder simply because he believes it to be his destiny—then slowly goes mad from guilt. More than a century later, it’s still a powerful reading experience. Grushin’s novel doesn’t get the same attention as, say, "1984," but it’s just as horrifying in the way it outlines what it’s like to live in a dystopian dictatorship. Sukhanov, once a rising
artist, gives up his ambitions to toe the Communist Party line and survive. In 1985, an old man who has achieved survival via invisibility and strict adherence to the rules, his life is an empty shell devoid of meaning—a ghostly existence where he cannot recall anyone’s name because it simply doesn’t matter. From its evergreen opening line about
happy and unhappy families, Tolstoy’s novel about the romantic and political entanglements of three couples remains remarkably fresh and modern. Partly, this is due to the universal themes of social change and how people react to changing expectations—something that will always be meaningful to people of any era. And partly it’s due to the
fundamental focus the novel has on matters of the heart. Whichever aspect attracts you, this dense but beautiful novel is well worth exploring. This intense and powerful story is presented as a diary or journal found after the death of Anna Andrianovna, detailing her increasingly grim and desperate struggle to hold her family together and support
them despite their incompetence, ignorance, and lack of ambition. This is a story of modern Russia that starts depressing and gets worse from there, but along the way illuminates some fundamental truths about family and self-sacrifice. You can’t really discuss Russian literature without mentioning Tolstoy’s masterpiece. Modern readers often forget
(or never knew) that this novel was an explosive event in literature, an experimental work that shattered many previous rules concerning what was or wasn’t a novel, and what was or wasn’t allowed. You might think this story set during and after the Napoleonic War—a war that saw Moscow come this close to being seized by the French dictator—is
an example of stodgy old literature, but you couldn’t be more wrong. It remains a bracingly inventive book that has influenced almost every major novel written since. If you think that Russian literature is all 19th-century ballrooms and old-fashioned speech patterns, you're not looking closely enough. Tolstaya’s epic work of science fiction is set in the
future after “The Blast” destroyed nearly everything—and turned a small number of survivors into immortals who are the only ones who remember the world before. It’s a fascinating and powerful work of ideas that illuminates not just how Russians see the future, but how they see the present. There’s something primal and universal in this story of a
successful and respected government official who begins to experience an inexplicable pain and slowly realizes he is dying. Tolstoy’s unflinching eye follows Ivan Ilyich through his journey from mild irritation to concern to denial, and finally acceptance, all without ever understanding why it is happening to him. It’s the sort of story that stays with you
forever. If you're looking to understand Russian culture in any sense, you can start here. Gogol’s story concerns an official in the late Tsarist era tasked with traveling from estate to estate investigating dead serfs (the souls of the title) who are still listed on the paperwork. Concerned with what Gogol saw as the terminal decline of Russian life at the
time (just a few decades before the revolution that destroyed the status quo), there’s a lot of ink-black humor and a revelatory look at what life was like in Russia before the modern age. Consider this: Bulgakov knew he could be arrested and executed for writing this book, and yet he wrote it anyway. He burned the original in terror and despair, then
re-created it. When it was finally published, it was so censored and edited it barely resembled the actual work. And yet, despite the fearful and claustrophobic circumstances of its creation, "The Master and Margarita" is a darkly comical work of genius, the sort of book where Satan is a main character but all you remember is the talking cat. Like
many works of Russian literature, Turgenev’s novel is concerned with the changing times in Russia, and the widening generational divide between, yes, fathers and sons. It’s also the book that brought the concept of nihilism to the forefront, as it traces the younger characters’ journey from a knee-jerk rejection of traditional morals and religious
concepts to a more mature consideration of their possible value. Really a poem, but a remarkably complex and lengthy poem, "Eugene Onegin" offers a bleak view of how society produces monsters by rewarding cruelty and selfishness. While the complicated rhyme scheme (and the fact that it’s a poem at all) might be initially off-putting, Pushkin
masterfully pulls it off. If you give the story half a chance, you quickly forget about the formal oddities and get sucked into the story of a bored aristocrat in the early 19th century whose self-absorption causes him to lose out on the love of his life. Russia, as with most empires, was a country composed of many different ethnic and racial groups, but
most famous Russian literature comes from a more homogeneous demographic. That alone makes this novel, winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1965, a must-read; telling the story of Cossacks called up to fight in World War I and later the revolution, it offers an outsider's perspective on both that is thrilling and educational. A searing
indictment of the aristocracy of 19th century Russia, the title character is so lazy he barely makes it out of bed before you’'re well into the book. Hilarious and filled with smart observations, the most striking aspect of Oblomov the character turns out to be his complete lack of character arc. Oblomov wants to do nothing and considers doing nothing to
be a triumph of self-actualization. You won’t read another novel like this one. Everyone is familiar with the basic plot of this book, still often considered pornographic or at least morally bankrupt today. What'’s fascinating about this story of a pedophile and the insane lengths he goes to possess a young girl he nicknames Lolita is how it offers insight
into how Russians saw the rest of the world, especially America, while also being a brilliant novel whose uncomfortable subject matter resonates and disturbs precisely because it’s easy to imagine it happening. A play and not a novel, and yet reading Chekhov's "Uncle Vanya" is almost as good as watching it performed. The story of an elderly man and
his young, alluring second wife visiting the country farm that supports them (with the secret intention of selling it and turning the titular brother-in-law who runs the estate out) is, at first blush, ordinary and even soap opera-ish. The examination of personalities and vanities leads to a failed murder attempt and a sad, contemplative ending that
explains why this play continues to be staged, adapted, and referenced today. Hindsight is 20/20, as the saying goes. In 1905 there was an uprising and attempted revolution in Russia that didn’t quite succeed, though it did force the Tsar to compromise on several issues and thus set the stage for the weakened empire’s fall. Gorky explores those
fragile years before the end of the monarchy from the point of view of those who supported the revolution, not knowing where it would lead them—because none of us, in the moment, can know where our actions lead. Sometimes considered an outlier, Pasternak’s novel is two things at once: a mesmerizing love story set against a truly epic historical
background and a perceptive and well-observed look at the Russian Revolution from a remove. The clear-eyed, objective way Pasternak depicts the various forces that were unleashed in Russia in 1917 was so disturbing to the authorities of the time that the novel had to be smuggled out of the U.S.S.R. to be published, and remains today both a
beautifully crafted story and a fascinating look at a world being changed right before people’s eyes. This article may contain affiliate links. As an Amazon Associate, I earn from qualifying purchases. For full information, please see the disclaimer here. Learning Russian beyond saying hello is a mighty but exciting challenge. To get to the finish line,
some books to learn Russian are a must. In this article, I'll be listing the best textbooks, grammar books, audiobooks, and even storybooks for Russian learners, from beginners to advanced. The best part? You can find all of these on Amazon so you can learn Russian from anywhere in the world. With some hard work and dedication, you’ll start to
follow along to Russian rap and understand the words of Tolstoy and Chekhov. Let’s get started. A quick Google search for books to learn Russian yields so many results. But how do you find the best Russian language books in a sea of choices? If you're just starting, I recommend finding easy Russian books for beginners. Start with books that teach
Cyrillic script or the Russian alphabet, azbuka. Then dip your toes into Russian grammar and learn more Russian words and phrases with vocabulary books. Good Russian textbooks will give your learning journey some structure. But you can also keep it fun and engaging with audiobooks and Russian short stories. Beginner’s Russian Script Used Book
in Good ConditionDaphne West (Author)English (Publication Language)176 Pages - 07/24/2025 (Publication Date) - McGraw-Hill Companies (Publisher) A favorite amongst novices, this book introduces a great method to learn how to write and pronounce Cyrillic script. Each chapter is accompanied by dialogue and exercises with phrases that come in
handy whether you're at a restaurant, a metro station, or need to ask for directions in Russian. Overall, this book is a must-have for self-taught beginners. This book is available on BetterWorldBooks. Why you should get this book: Compartmentalization of pronunciation and writing Best value for money as a starter’s guide Revision quizzes to re-
assess your knowledge Perfect for learners who plan to visit Russia Generally, the Cyrillic script comes with heavy baggage. The modern Russian alphabet has 33 letters: 20 consonants, 10 vowels, a semivowel, and two modifier letters. It may sound disheartening but fortunately, workbooks like Master the Russian Alphabet can help you assimilate
faster. Perfect for both kids and adults, this workbook teaches the Russian alphabet with ease and lets you master the Cyrillic script the best way possible - by writing. Sure, you can type out Russian letters with a keyboard but learning to write on paper will strengthen your muscle memory. This book is available on BetterWorldBooks. Why you should
get this book: Upper and lower case variations of Russian letters in both print and cursive “Trace and Learn” sections for detailed stroke order and strengthening stroke technique Simple pronunciation guidelines Extra pages dedicated to handwriting practice Russian Alphabet in 33 Moves is one of the most refreshing and non-boring books to learn
Russian. It uses visual prompts or mnemonics, which are among the most effective tools to learn a foreign language. It’s proven that one can learn faster and remember longer after making connections between letters and their respective pronunciation. This is exactly what this book does. For example, b looks like a creature with a big belly and is
pronounced “b” like in the word “belly.” 4, which looks like an upside-down chair, is pronounced “ch” like in the word “chair.” This book definitely makes learning the Russian alphabet easier and more fun. Highly recommended for learners who have zero background in Russian. Why you should get this book: An engaging way to learn the Russian
alphabet Learning with visual prompts is fast, effective, and efficient. A great resource for making flashcards Comes with easy-to-understand explanations and quizzes Sale Russian For Dummies Andrew D. Kaufman (Author)English (Publication Language)384 Pages - 03/06/2012 (Publication Date) - For Dummies (Publisher) Having cold feet at the
daunting task of teaching yourself Russian? Then Russian for Dummies is the book for you! This all-encompassing beginner’s guide is a perfect option to grasp the basics: learn how to count; write in Cyrillic; confess to your friend how many pounds of Borscht you ate; talk about your hobbies, and much more. It combines fun facts about Russian
culture with humor-driven text and poignant illustrations. You will learn about common phrases, favorite holidays, traditional dishes, and things that you should never do in Russia. This book is available on BetterWorldBooks. Why you should get this book: User-friendly and conversational format Focus on oral and listening skills Supplemented by an
audio CD with conversations Gives you a taste of Russian traditions and customs If you feel ready to dedicate yourself to the glory of the Russian language, opt for this holistic option. A go-to book to learn Russian, it’s packed with listening, grammar, and vocab exercises. It explains the rules of grammar and sentence structures in a way that’s easy to
grasp. It also comes with accompanying audio materials that will help you improve your pronunciation skills. This book is available on BetterWorldBooks. Why you should get this book: Concise and easy to read Includes pictures and illustrations Can be supplemented with a free online program The Complete Series by Teach Yourself is one of the best
resources for any language learner. This Russian learning book is also one of the most exhaustive books to learn Russian as it covers lessons in the four key skills - reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Complete Russian uses authentic conversations, extensive vocabulary lists, and clear grammar explanations. It also contains lots of review
sections to help beginners advance to the next level. I love that the sample sentences and exercises present a variety of settings and situations that have cultural context, so you also build cultural awareness along the way. This book is available on BetterWorldBooks. Why you should get this book: Extensive reference for verbs and glossary for
vocabulary building Perfect for self-learners, with a tutor, or even for classroom use Plenty of culture notes and everyday conversations that give a flavor of real spoken Russian Includes an audio CD for listening practice Living Language is one of the most useful books to learn Russian for serious students. True to its name, it is comprehensive and
intended to take you from beginner to advanced level. Living Language Russian Complete Edition consists of three books of increasing difficulty. In total, there are 46 lessons, review exercises, culture notes, and a grammar summary. You also get nine audio CDs for listening practice, but you can also download these online, along with other online
learning materials. This book is available on BetterWorldBooks. Why you should get this book: Thorough and easy-to-grasp explanations of grammar rules, tenses, conjugations, and more All-in-one and multimedia resource for serious Russian learners Complimentary online learning materials Useful tips and hints on how to learn Russian fast This is
an almost exhaustive dictionary that can be your Sancho Panza when you are trying to kill those grammar giants... which are just harmless modal verbs. More than just a Russian dictionary, this book helps with conjugation and declension, imperfective and perfective versions of a verb, and even a bit of Russian spelling rules. Best of all, it’s written in
a clear and precise manner. This book is available on BetterWorldBooks. Why you should get this book: Good explanations of the multiple meanings of every word Useful for all levels of learners, from Al to near-experts Lots of Russian language bonuses Plunging into the unknown sphere of teaching yourself Russian? Then this can be your grammar
bazooka. It’s a no-nonsense introductory Russian language textbook with concise grammar rules, readings, and exercises. It’s ideally combined with Russian learning apps for listening practice. Whether you are a novice or a well-versed learner, this is one of the best books to learn Russian. It can help you revise the basics of Russian and build your
intuition when using different grammatical structures. This book is available on BetterWorldBooks. Why you should get this book: Straight-forward with digestible instructions Suitable for self-taught beginners Focus placed on grammar and reading Building Russian vocabulary can be tough when you don’t have context. Picture books are great
because images aid memory through context and association. One of the best books to learn Russian, this language workbook contains 15 common scenes devoted to different themes such as picnic, classroom, living room, at the beach, and more. Each scene contains familiar objects labeled in Russian. By the time you finish the book, you’ll have over
500 terms for various objects in your vocabulary arsenal. The photos for each scene can even be colored, adding another fun element to your language learning time. This book is available on BetterWorldBooks. Why you should get this book: Contains a variety of words that are used in everyday settings Complete list of Russian words and English
translations at the back of the book Fun supplement to your Russian studies Perfect for self-learners or children Created by Pimsleur, this audio-focused course which can come in an audiobook form is based on the Pimsleur Method. This effective method enriches your vocabulary through spaced repetition and incorporating a manageable number of
new words in different contexts. Pimsleur Russian provides 30-minute core lessons, with digital flashcards and bonus learning materials. By the end of this Russian course, you’ll be able to understand and speak Russian confidently. Click to: Try Pimsleur Russian absolutely FREE! Why you should sign up for this course: A good tool to sharpen
listening and oral skills Contextualized and common dialogues Improves comprehension through detailed instructions Can be combined with Russian textbooks for writing as well as the Pimsleur app Let’s face it. Not every language learner has the luxury of time to read books and review for hours on end. But the lack of time shouldn’t deter you from
learning. Learn Russian For Beginner’s Easily & In Your Car is perfect for people who have no time because as its title suggests, you can simply listen to it in your car. Or anywhere, really. This approximately six-hour-long Russian audiobook can help you Kkill your time productively while practicing your listening skills. This book is available on
BetterWorldBooks. You can also listen for free with an Amazon Audible trial. Why you should get this book: Contains over 1,500 frequently used Russian words, covering several spheres of everyday life Ideally combined with a quality grammar book and a vocab exercise book Contains a PDF with the transcribed version of the audiobook Addressed
towards intermediate learners who are comfortable reading Cyrillic text Russian is a language overflowing with phonetic nuances and accent subtleties. Even if you work hard on your grammar and vocabulary, it still takes a great deal of confidence to be able to speak like a native. Audiobooks are ideal for this purpose. This phrasebook consists of
over 1,500 common phrases used in everyday conversations and native surroundings. Lessons cover a variety of topics like ordering food, medical situations, money, and more so you’ll surely go beyond the basic “thank you” and “you’re welcome”. This book is available on BetterWorldBooks. Why you should get this book: Auditory lessons improve
listening, recall, and build confidence to speak. Practical Russian vocabulary Introductory lessons on how to pronounce vowels and consonants in the Russian tongue Includes a section with learning tips When Russian learning books become too academic, you can take a break by picking Russian literature. And nope, I don’t mean War and Peace.
Russian novels generally won’t help beginners. Instead, I recommend starting with short stories. Lingo Mastery’s Russian Short Stories for Beginners is a bestseller for lots of reasons. It’s relatively easy to read and compelling. And it contains realistic dialogues and common day-to-day situations. Story summaries include text in both Russian and
English, helping you to easily understand what the story is about. A list of relevant vocabulary is also included, plus questions to test you on what you learned. Admittedly, this one’s not for absolute beginners. But as you continue learning from other resources, this can be a great additional material for review or expanding your vocabulary. This book
is available on BetterWorldBooks. Why you should get this book: Entertaining and realistic stories that help expand Russian vocabulary Includes Russian slang and sayings Perfect for upper beginners to intermediate learners In my third year of learning Russian, I surprised myself when we did an excerpt from Pushkin’s Eugene Onegin (a special
recommendation for some of you who are into sonnets). Despite not knowing most of the words, I managed to understand the gist of the story. When I studied the unfamiliar vocabulary afterward, each word represented a part of the plot, embedding its meaning in my memory. If this is an effective learning method for you as well, then you will
certainly enjoy these eight short stories, transitioning from romantic to thriller and mystery genres. This book is available on BetterWorldBooks. Why you should get this book: Contains plot summaries and a bilingual word list You can test yourself with comprehension questions Ideal for upper-beginner Russian learners If you’re in your second or
third year of studying Russian and have somehow understood the six tricky declensions in Russian, it’s time to delve into advanced books. Maybe you can even take on books that are entirely in Russian. Once you’ve achieved a higher level, you don’t need to limit yourself to academic materials. Whether you choose to read Russian novels, history
books, or Russian travel guidebooks, you will end up challenging yourself while also developing a deeper knowledge of the Russian language and culture. And if you ever need help, you can always look for an online Russian tutor for guidance. Sale Textbook A1 +CD (MP3) Esmantova Tatjana (Author)Russian (Publication Language)320 Pages -
07/24/2025 (Publication Date) - Zlatoust (Publisher) My path to learning Russian began with this textbook. The book is organized into a conventional teaching structure. It’s filled with real-life conversations so you can acquire essential Russian grammar and vocabulary. Exercises include writing essays, completing audio tasks, and grammar quizzes.
The little appendix at the end of the book contains all the Russian phrases and vocabulary you encountered in each chapter. I promise that the Russian cultural references and humor in this book will make your baby steps into the world of the Russian language a lot more exciting. Why you should get this book: Good for building reading and writing
skills Works well with a Russian tutor Useful exercises and illustrations Sale Russian Kagan, Olga (Author)English (Publication Language)466 Pages - 08/26/2014 (Publication Date) - Routledge (Publisher) 466 pages may seem daunting but this should be fairly manageable for intermediate learners. It’s one of the best books to learn Russian if you're
in year 3 or 4 of studying. This Russian language course focuses on developing reading, listening, speaking, and writing skills while also expanding cultural literacy. Lessons are structured around contemporary themes and use up-to-date readings and excerpts. This book is available on BetterWorldBooks. Why you should get this book: Wide
assortment of readings that include blogs, forums, surveys, commentaries, and audio/video excerpts Comes with free online resources in audio and video formats All-around resource for learning Russian grammar, vocabulary, and improving oral skills This is the book of books to learn Russian grammar. This grammar book covers every subject you
can imagine, organized in detailed chapters ranging from numerals to pronunciation, case usage, short and long-form adjectives, and verb conjugation. The ebook format allows you to write down notes, highlight sections, and browse different chapters smoothly. This book is available on BetterWorldBooks. Why you should get this book: Caters to
English-speaking learners Modern reference grammar book for all levels Covers all topics related to the Russian language Plenty of ebook features that appeal to tech-savvy folks Russian grammar can undoubtedly be an enigma. There are only three tenses in Russian, but for some reason, each verb has a myriad of different forms. Is it “morosoputs”
or “ckKasaTh”, “ucnpaBiaTh” or “nonpasndaTh”’? This is where learning in context comes in. Unlike some textbooks that veer on the academic side, V Puti teaches Russian grammar through relevant and relatable everyday conversations. The dialogues are realistic and include topics that you normally talk about. One of the best books to learn Russian,
this includes diverse reading exercises lifted from resources like biographies, poems, and historical texts. This book is available on BetterWorldBooks. Why should you get this book: Helps develop listening, reading, writing, and speaking skills at the intermediate and advanced levels Plenty of conversational exercises and various readings Clear
grammar explanations and practice If you're a serious self-learner who wants a tighter grasp of Russian grammar rules and vocabulary, you'll love this book. With Russian Tutor, you can teach yourself Russian grammar and broaden your vocabulary with 200 activities that have concise explanations and real-world tasks. It also contains illustrations
and infographics for extra context and practice. What’s great is that you can follow along, unit by unit, or dip in and dip out to address your weak areas. This is easily one of the most flexible books to learn Russian while still providing intensive lessons. This book is available on BetterWorldBooks. Why you should get this book: Interactive lessons allow
you to advance in both Russian grammar and vocabulary Strengthens understanding of how the Russian language works Great for self-learners who need structured and engaging materials Bonus tutor hints and tips for learning Russian effectively, plus culture points Sale Advanced Russian Through History Rifkin, Benjamin (Author)English
(Publication Language)264 Pages - 01/15/2007 (Publication Date) - Yale University Press (Publisher) Who says learning Russian should only be focused on grammar rules and vocabulary indigestion? History books, while not focused on the language, teach culture through a wide lens. This book is an exposition of the history of Russia, starting from the
times of Kyivan Rus’ and reaching up to the Post-Soviet Era. Chapters on Slavic philosophy, the activity of the Samizdat, and the position of women in the 19th and 20th-century are sprinkled throughout the book. If you are up for a challenge and enjoy a good command of the language, this is one of the best books for you to learn Russian. Highly
recommended for insatiable history buffs! This book is available on BetterWorldBooks. Why you should get this book: Interactive applications, with chapters expanded by mini-lectures Diverse online exercises that cultivate your argumentation skills in Russian Multi-dimensional presentation of Russian history Ideal for advanced learners who want to
learn more about Russia as a whole I don’t think that you can really take a deep dive into the Russian soul without knowing the Tale of Tsarevich Ivan, the Firebird, and the Grey Wolf or without being aware of the mythical creature Baba Yaga. This book features new translations of stories selected from Alexander Afanasyev’s three-volume collection.
Left-hand pages feature the original Russian text while right-hand pages contain the new English translation by Sergey Levchin. These timeless tales are captivating and will no doubt earn you bragging rights. This book is available on BetterWorldBooks. Why you should get this book: Provides cultural immersion in the world of Russian literature and
folklore Gives an insight into the transformation of the language and the thought patterns of the masters of that era Compelling stories with good translations to aid learning Both cinephiles and movie-mortals will have a blast with this one. A book that acquaints you with the largely unchartered (for most Westerners) world of Russian cinema. This
Russian book covers 14 Russian language films from which you can learn new vocabulary and practice writing and speaking skills. It also includes structured exercises that help in understanding the film better. The proposed films aim to spark discussions on Russian culture, reflected through the lens of Russian directors at different points in history.
This book is available on BetterWorldBooks. Why you should get this book: Good selection of Russian films that tackle shifting Russian norms and culture Allows students to combine their Russian linguistic and historical knowledge Exercise combinational thinking while improving oral and writing skills Perfect for classroom discussions Combine these
books with some of the best apps to learn Russian such as Babbel, Pimsleur, and Rocket Russian. This will transform the strenuous act of learning Russian into vocabulary-charged games of speed and memorization. Finding an exchange pal on language exchange apps and sites like HelloTalk or Tandem is one of the best investments for learning
Russian. This way, you can receive immediate feedback on your sentence structure, declension, and verb conjugation. You can also ask for constructive corrections on written assignments and messages. Even better, study Russian with the guidance of an online tutor on italki or Preply. I will make a confession. I have an unhealthy addiction to Soviet
Patriotic songs. Also, I have been recently falling into a rabbit hole of Russian Cold War spy movies. All in the name of learning Russian, of course. So, I'd suggest obsessing away on Russian pop, rock, or rap (or even join the Cold War comrade club). You can always indulge yourself with movies like Ivan the Terrible (1945), Brother (1997), Russian
Ark (2002), and Battle for Sevastopol (2015). You can also learn from Russian TV shows and movies on Lingopie. You can experiment in your kitchen preparing Shashliki, Kasha, and Pirozhki, making sure you have nailed down your food vocabulary for a future trip to Russia. To conclude, in the world of the Internet and Russian banyas, you can find
plenty of resources to learn Russian effectively and pleasantly. Just remember... IToBTOpenue- math yuernusi! Without good Russian books, I would never have become fluent in Russian. But I also read lots of crappy books... that’s why I made this list of my 11 best books to learn Russian. So you won’t waste time going through unhelpful books. They’'re
for beginners. But I've found that even intermediate students can get much benefit from repeating the basics.There are 100s of learn Russian books out there.That’s good. And bad.Good because you can pick one that suits your preferred way of learning.Bad because if you make the wrong choice in the beginning...... you're going to waste a lot of time
learning unhelpful things.And lack of progress in the beginning is the #1 factor that causes people to quit learning Russian alltogether.Here’s a summary of all the books:Best for the alphabet: Master the Russian AlphabetBest traditional language book: New Penguin Russian CourseBest book for visual learners: My First Russian BookBest lower
beginner short stories: Russian Short Stories For BeginnersBest upper beginner short stories: Short Stories in Russian for BeginnersBest book + audio: Living Language Complete Edition RussianBest for Russian vocabulary: 2000 Most Common Russian Words in ContextBest for Russian verbs: 501 Russian VerbsBest for grammar: A Comprehensive
Russian GrammarBest first “real book”: Harry PotterBest Russian fiction: Metro 20330r continue reading to learn more about each book and what it can help you with:Below you’ll find my top 11 helpful books for learning Russian. You don’t need to get all of them. Just read through their descriptions and pick 1 or 2 that sound good.My readers
support this site. If you buy through a link on this page, I may earn an affiliate commission. The price for you stays the same, but it allows me to write more articles and videos :)By the way, if you want to learn Russian quickly, I've got a course that teaches you how to use strategic habit-building to make learning Russian fun, easy, and automatic. It's
not free, but it's helpful if you're currently struggling with learning Russian. You can find more information here.Anyone who learns Russian should learn the Russian alphabet (or officially the Cyrillic alphabet) soon after you start your Russian language journey.Unfortunately, many people think that learning the Russian alphabet is difficult. I mean, it
looks completely different from the Latin alphabet, right?But to be honest, it’s easier than it looks. Of the 33 letters, several are the same as in the Latin alphabet. Others look the same but are pronounced differently. And some are completely new.The book Master the Russian Alphabet is a good start if you want to learn Russian. It’s a workbook that
teaches you every letter, how to pronounce it, and its different forms (capital, cursive).It also gives you exercises that will help you better remember and learn them.Read Master the Russian Alphabet if you:want a simple but effective guide to learn the Russian alphabet + pronunciationwant to see all the letters in different fonts and cursive scriptwant
to learn to read and write the Russian alphabetwant to learn how to write in Russian cursiveThe New Penguin Russian course is for complete beginners. It has 30 lessons and focuses on teaching you the most common 1500 Russian words, and basic grammar. The only downside is that this book was published in 1996. So it teaches you some outdated
Russian vocabulary. On the other hand, some people prefer a more traditional Russian textbook, and in that case, this is a great book for you.Read the New Penguin Russian Course if you:want to learn beginner vocabulary and grammarMy First Russian book was originally an illustrated book for bilingual children. It teaches the 200 common Russian
words and illustrates them. Each word is also written including its English translation. And that makes it an easy book for bilingual children to learn Russian.Or at least, that’s the target audience. If you're an adult and want to learn Russian words with more illustrations, then I also recommend this book. Because it’s a lot easier to remember new
words in a foreign language if you see a visual illustration of the word. Just seeing a Russian word and its English translation, might not be enough for the word to stick out in your mind.200 words may seem like not a lot, but since they teach common words, you’ll come across these words often. So they’re useful for beginners.Read my first Russian
book if you:do not like traditional ways of remembering new vocabularylearn best by visually seeing an illustration of a wordThis is not one of the common Russian textbooks that teach you grammar and vocabulary. It’s rather a combination of short stories. After each story, there’s a section of vocabulary, so you can use that to learn new words. After
that, you will get a short quiz, to see if you understood the story well enough.Even though the title states ‘for beginners’, it’s not good for complete beginners. I do recommend that you already know approximately 200+ words in Russian before getting this book.Otherwise, you will need to constantly look up basic words, and that can get you out of the
flow of trying to read a story. So if that is you, better to use an app or other book to learn the most common 200 words. And then get started with the short stories here.Read Russian short stories for beginners if you:like to read storieswant a contextual approach to learning new Russian wordsalready know at least 200 wordsThis is a collection of
eight stories to learn Russian. Each story has the new vocabulary at the end of it, which is useful to improve your Russian vocabulary.Be warned though: the name says it’s for beginners. But in reality, this book is best for upper beginner learners.Read short stories in Russian for beginners if you :want intermediate reading practicewant a fun way to
learn new vocabularyWhat I liked about this book is that it has an audio companion. The great thing about that is that you learn the correct pronunciation as you go through the course. Another benefit is that you can for example listen to the audio while commuting to work. And then after work at night go through the regular textbook part.The
complete edition has 3 textbooks with increasing difficulty.Read Living Language if you:like the combination of audio and regular textbookwant a simple explanation of Russian grammar and vocabularyThis is a great book + audiobook if you want to learn more Russian words. Especially in the upper beginner stage, you should focus specifically on
learning more Russian words and phrases.This book does a good job of that. As you would expect from the name, it’s a collection of the most common 2000 words. You can also listen to the correct Russian pronunciation, as that’s included in the audio book. Each word also has a couple of example phrases, which is helpful to see the word used in “the
wild”.The only downside is that this (audio)book is nothing more than a large list of Russian words. They are not grouped by theme or anything like that. So it’s best for students who already know some of the basic grammar, and want to systematically improve their vocabulary.Read the 2000 most common Russian words in context if you:want to take
a systematic approach to learning Russian vocabularywant to hear and see words at the same time to remember them betterIf you’'ve been learning Russian for a while, you know that Russian verb conjugation is one of the frustrating parts of Russian grammar. Each verb has 6 different conjugations in the present tense. And you also need to
remember which perfective verb pairs with the imperfective verbs. And don’t forget the irregular verbs... :(While I recommend you learn Russian grammar and verbs mainly through immersion and audio courses, like the course Russian Conversations Unlocked. But special verb drills do have their place, if you find verbs are one of your weak points
while speaking.And this book is a great drill. It takes the most commonly used 501 Russian verbs and explains in detail all the conjugations, different tenses, perfective/imperfective pairs, and how to use the verb.This can be valuable if you already have experience speaking, and want to improve your verb conjugation skills.Read 501 Russian verbs if
you:can already have conversations, but struggle to get the verbs rightforget which perfective verb is paired with which imperfective verbwant to systematically improve your knowledge of the Russian verbsSome people overvalue the importance of Russian grammar. If your main focus is to speak Russian, then it’s a good idea to focus first on
speaking Russian and add a little bit of grammar exercises to understand the cases and verb conjugation.But once you have started to practice speaking, and can have conversations with native Russian speakers, it’s a good idea to supplement Russian grammar.That’s when this book comes into play. It’s the most detailed overview and explanation of
all the Russian grammatical rules and how they work.It’s not a book for reading from cover to cover. But it’s more of an encyclopedia to open whenever you encounter a specific grammatical situation where you need to learn more.Get a Comprehensive Russian grammar if:you already have experience speaking and want to improve your grammar
skillsyou are looking for a systematic approach to Russian grammarHarry Potter is the first “real” book I read in Russian. It’s easier than regular adult books, but it’s still a great challenge. And most people have already read the book in English before.Reading a book completely in the Cyrillic alphabet is difficult. Especially if you’'ve never done it
before.Now, you may have read some short stories completely in Russian before, but if you want to try to read a full normal book in Russian, you can start with Harry Potter.The vocabulary used is not difficult. The book is meant for kids to read.Now, some people may argue that it’s not a native Russian book, and that’s true. But the Russian
translation is good, as it’s a popular book. And it gives you an extra benefit:Most have already read this book before in their native language, so you already know the plot. This helps when you're reading. Because you don’t need to understand every single thing that’s going on. After all, you already know where the story is going. So if you struggle
with a specific page, don’t worry. You can just continue reading.Read Harry Potter in Russian if you:want to try reading a full book completely in Russianlike fantasy bookshave been reading short stories completely in Russian and want to challenge yourselfThis is the most popular modern Russian fiction book from the last 20 years. The book details
the story of Artyom, who grew up living in the Moscow metro. When he was just a child, there was a nuclear war that covered the world in dangerous radiation.The only place where people survived was in the deep Moscow metro.It’s a fascinating fiction story, and it will take you on a dark adventure throughout the underground of Moscow.It’s
especially interesting to read if you have been to Moscow before. Because you’ll recognize many metro stations, where you have been yourself.This book is for upper beginner to intermediate, as it’s difficult. I read this book 1.5 years into my Russian language learning. And I think I understood about 70% of what was going on. That’s okay, as the main
benefit of reading a native book like this is to practice reading. There’s also a video game that details the same story (but with more mutants to shoot at), so that’s also great support practice if you put the sound in Russian.Read Metro 2033 if you:want to test your Russianlike a fascinating story that happens in the Moscow metrol recommend you pick
just one of these best books to learn Russian on this list. Progress in Russian comes from daily practice, and the easiest way to do that is to do the same type of practice every day.Get one book, and finish it. Don’t just read through it and put it aside. But do all the exercises. Reread chapters that you found difficult. Use the knowledge you learn while
practicing speaking with native Russian speakers. That way you can get the most out of each book, and make the most progress with your Russian skills. Learning Russian is easy. All you need to do is take a balanced approach:VocabularyGrammarListeningSpeakingWhile everyone else is struggling to learn Russian, your Russian will improve on a
day-to-day basis.A student recently told me: “I have been studying Russian for a year. In my head I can prepare basic sentences, yet when it comes to actually speaking I ‘chock’.”Imagine spending a year learning Russian and still stumbling for words having a conversation with a native speaker...That’s why you must pay extra attention to the speaking
subskill of learning Russian:Otherwise you will end up studying for hundreds of hours and still struggle to say a coherent phrase in Russian.It’s much more fun to see your efforts result in actual conversational skills. How do I know?Because this is how I became fluent in Russian myself.Curious how I did it?Go here and get my systemized approach to
speaking Russian well.Hurry up, every day you follow an ineffective approach is a day forever lost Skip to main content Reddit and its partners use cookies and similar technologies to provide you with a better experience. By accepting all cookies, you agree to our use of cookies to deliver and maintain our services and site, improve the quality of
Reddit, personalize Reddit content and advertising, and measure the effectiveness of advertising. By rejecting non-essential cookies, Reddit may still use certain cookies to ensure the proper functionality of our platform. For more information, please see our Cookie Notice and our Privacy Policy. Here is a list of the best books for foreigners learning
Russian at the A1-A2 level. These books are designed with simple language and accessible vocabulary, making them ideal for beginners and intermediate learners.Why it’s good for A1-A2: A short, easy-to-read novel with simple sentence structures and vocabulary. It’s a good introduction to reading in Russian for beginners.Why it’s good for A1-A2:
This classic children’s book is full of simple, playful language and can help beginners get used to everyday vocabulary. The story is fun and easy to follow, making it a great choice for learners.Why it’s good for A1-A2: This is one of the simplest and most popular Russian folk tales, with straightforward language and short sentences. It introduces basic
vocabulary related to animals and nature, ideal for beginners.Why it’s good for A1-A2: The first book in the Harry Potter series is available in a simplified Russian version. The vocabulary is easy, and the story is captivating, which makes it an excellent choice for Russian learners. It also introduces some magic-related vocabulary, which is fun and
memorable.Why it’s good for A1-A2: This beloved children’s book is written in simple language with lots of direct speech and repetition, helping learners build confidence in their reading skills. The story is humorous and engaging, making it enjoyable to read.Why it’s good for A1-A2: The Russian version of this classic children’s story is full of simple
vocabulary and easy-to-follow dialogues. The characters and situations are familiar, so it’s easier for learners to grasp the meaning of the text.Why it’s good for A1-A2: This book uses simple, repetitive language and short sentences, making it great for beginner learners. The fun, rhyming text will keep you engaged, and the illustrations support
understanding the story.Why it’s good for A1-A2: A classic Russian story with simple vocabulary, ideal for early learners. The musical aspect of the story adds another dimension to the experience, and it’s a great way to learn cultural references alongside the language.Why it’s good for A1-A2: If you are just starting out with the Russian language, a
good book to begin with is a Russian alphabet book («A36yka»). These books typically feature large, clear letters with simple words and pictures to help beginners learn the alphabet and start forming words.Why it’s good for A1-A2: Many Russian folk tales are written in a simple, repetitive style and can be understood easily by beginners. They often
include illustrations, making it easier to understand the context of the story. These are also great for learning cultural elements of the language.Why it’s good for A1-A2: This is a short and humorous story with relatively simple language, ideal for those at an A1-A2 level. The book’s conversational tone makes it easier for learners to follow, while also
introducing some playful vocabulary.Why it’s good for A1-A2: This collection of simplified Russian fairy tales, such as «Mopo3ko» (Father Frost) and «IlapeBHa-nsrymika» (The Frog Princess), is perfect for learners. The stories are short, with clear and simple language, making them easy to understand while offering insight into Russian culture.Why
it’s good for A1-A2: This book offers simple stories and dialogues designed for beginners. Each story or dialogue comes with exercises to help you practice vocabulary and grammar. This makes it a practical choice for anyone trying to improve their Russian reading skills at the A1-A2 level. Why it’s good for A1-A2: This fable has been translated into
simple Russian and is easy to understand. The vocabulary is not complicated, and the moral of the story is straightforward, which makes it a great choice for early learners.Why it’s good for A1-A2: This is another simple and well-loved Russian folk tale that uses repetitive language, making it easy to understand for beginners. The story’s structure and
the recurring use of the same words are excellent for reinforcing vocabulary.Use bilingual books: Many books, especially children’s books, come with English translations or parallel text, which can be extremely helpful for beginners.Read aloud: Reading aloud will help reinforce pronunciation and improve fluency.Look for illustrated versions: Visuals
help provide context and make the reading experience more engaging.Don’t worry about understanding every word: Focus on the overall meaning and try to deduce the meaning of unknown words from context.Happy reading! These books will make learning Russian more enjoyable and help you gradually build your vocabulary and understanding of
the language. When you learn Russian, you can feel overwhelmed. There's so much to learn, from the alphabet, to the pronunciation without mentioning the grammar, that reading in Russian is probably the last thing on your mind!The thing is, reading is one of the best ways to learn a language.It’s a marvellous way to familiarize yourself with
common grammatical structures as well as build up a good vocabulary. It's true though that reading in Russian can seem really intimidating when you’re starting out. But I've chosen 8 Russian books for beginners that I think you’ll love if you're in the early stages of learning the language.And no - they’re not all Tolstoy and Pushkin! So let’s check out
these Russian books for beginners!By the way, if you want to learn Russian fast and have fun, my top recommendation is Russian Uncovered which teaches you through StoryLearning®. With Russian Uncovered you’ll use my unique StoryLearning® method to learn Russian through story... not rules. It’s as fun as it is effective. If you're ready to get
started, click here for a 7-day FREE trial.For a quick overview of these Russian books for beginners, check out the infographic below. And then keep scrolling for more details of each book so you can pick the right one for you.By Tatiana MikhaylovaThe book is written as 20 letters from a Russian boy, Nikita, to his American penpal. Through the letters
he talks about his life - neighbours, friends, family, all the things they get up to on a daily basis. He also asks questions about life in America.It’s nice and simple for Russian conversation practice - talking about yourself in an engaging way, as well as asking other people questions in Russian.Useful stuff!Okay, romantics... here’s a book for you: a
Russian classic of romance and adventure at sea.By Alexandr Grin (adapted by Olesya Baltak)This is a beautiful Russian story - the kind that both kids and adults can enjoy.Arthur Grey is a boy from a rich family who dreams of becoming a sea captain. Assol is a sailor’s daughter who is ostracized by her village because of her father's actions - justified
actions, as you’ll find out.Anyway, their paths intersect in a story about dreams coming true, no matter how silly or futile.The story is narrated by an old man who dreams that someday a ship under scarlet sails will come to take the girl away.Quite a change from all the revolutionary tales from Russia - but sometimes we need an imaginary world, too,
don’t we?Apparently even the Soviet censors loved this book - interesting!It was also made into a ballet, and in St Petersburg there’s a massive Scarlet Sails celebration each year.Next up, you simply have to read at least one Russian classic, so I found this one that’s been adapted for elementary readers.By A S Pushkin (adapted by Olesya Baltak)Yes,
you can read Pushkin! If you don’t know him, he was a very famous Russian writer and poet known as a master of parody.His books are fascinating and enlightening and he is practically the symbol of Russian culture.This story, The Queen of Spades, is a about a Russian officer of German ancestry who finds out that an old lady possesses mystical
knowledge that would enable him to gamble without risk and to know the deepest forbidden truths.Because we all want that - right?When she refuses to reveal the secret, he threatens her with a pistol and she dies of fright. What happens next...well, read the story!There’s actually a series of these readers and they come with engaging “pre-reading”
and “after-reading” exercises - useful to get your bearings and then reinforce what you learned at the end.Speaking of mystical things, have you ever heard of this Russian legend?By Irina Ivanishko and Maria ThompsonThis book contains four stories about a very recognizable character in Russian folklore: Baba Yaga!She’s an old lady who lives deep
in a forest in a hut on chicken legs. In Russian folk tales, Baba Yaga is portrayed as a scary witch who eats children, although they usually manage to escape at the last minute!The book is a great choice if you want to learn something about Russian culture while you practice your reading, and this version was specially edited to be easier for
beginners, using simpler language than the original story.Another thing I like about this book is it comes with an MP3 audio recording - always an excellent way to enhance your learning experience!This is right in line with my own methods.Speaking of which...By Olly Richards.In this book you will find 8 short stories from a variety of compelling
genres, from science fiction and crime to history and thriller.It’s a lot of fun to read and you’ll pick up tonnes of useful new vocabulary.I wrote this book especially to help improve your Russian comprehension, because yeah - I know how hard it is in the beginning!And if you love the beginner book, there’s also an Intermediate one.Similar to these is
101 Conversations in Russian - also a mystery story, but it’s written in the form of dialogue between the characters. Exciting stuff!Okay. More adventure and intrigue coming...By Igor ZabelinThere’s a range of these Easy Readers; let’s see this one...Svetlov is a man who spends months on far away expeditions in the thick and gloomy taiga. It’s lonely
out there and he lives for the moment that he will see his love, Sonya. After coming home from one expedition, he finds that Sonya got married to a geologist. Ouch.He later goes on another expedition, this time with Sonya’s fiance. When the fiance gets hurt, Svetlov has to choose whether to carry him, or leave him to get his revenge.What would you
do?If you're tired of folk tales and history, here’s something modern for you...By Ignaty DiakovThe title translates as “The Story Sensation” - it’s part of a series of 3 rather unconventional Russian textbooks.They’'re fun detective stories written in contemporary language that’s conversational and witty - no, nothing boring about them!The story follows
a Guadeloupean banker named George who embarks on a journey leading to a series of very peculiar events.The various characters come from different cultural backgrounds and they meet up in Guadeloupe, Russia and Europe. They lead normal lives, but also fight the world's evil, of course!For the final book, I want to add something a bit different
that you may find useful.Red Kalinka is a Russian school based in Mélaga, Spain and they produce their own self-published reading material. What you get here is a series of graded books that include Russian texts with translations in English, as well as audios on CD, so you can read and listen at the same time. What I like about these is that they
start at Al level - helpful when it isn't easy to find absolute beginner books in Russian that aren’t fairytales!This one follows Patrick, a foreigner living in Moscow. There are chapters like ‘Patrick and his friends’, ‘Patrick’s first winter’, ‘Patrick goes to the theatre’.What’s also cool is they have a range of Russian classics - same format, but starting at
B1 level.So there you have it, the 8 best Russian books for beginners. Developing your reading skill in Russian will give you access to one of the world’s great literary traditions.In the beginning, you won’t be ready to tackle the classics, but there are many other options that can help give your Russian a boost! From courses that teach through story to
books for advanced learners, there's plenty to choose from.And if you develop a regular reading habit, your Russian will improve rapidly. The key is to read a lot, read what interests you - and enjoy it! Do this regularly and your Russian will improve immeasurably over time.For tips on how to read for fluency in a foreign language, check out the 10
rules of StoryLearning®. Creator of the StoryLearning® Method Olly Richards is a renowned polyglot and language learning expert with over 15 years of experience teaching millions through his innovative StoryLearning® method. He is the creator of StoryLearning, one of the world's largest language learning blogs with 500,000+ monthly
readers.Olly has authored 30+ language learning books and courses, including the bestselling "Short Stories" series published by Teach Yourself. When not developing new teaching methods, Richards practices what he preaches—he speaks 8 languages fluently and continues learning new ones through his own methodology. Without good Russian
books, I would never have become fluent in Russian. But I also read lots of crappy books... that’s why I made this list of my 11 best books to learn Russian. So you won’t waste time going through unhelpful books. They're for beginners. But I've found that even intermediate students can get much benefit from repeating the basics.There are 100s of
learn Russian books out there.That’s good. And bad.Good because you can pick one that suits your preferred way of learning.Bad because if you make the wrong choice in the beginning...... you're going to waste a lot of time learning unhelpful things.And lack of progress in the beginning is the #1 factor that causes people to quit learning Russian
alltogether.Here’s a summary of all the books:Best for the alphabet: Master the Russian AlphabetBest traditional language book: New Penguin Russian CourseBest book for visual learners: My First Russian BookBest lower beginner short stories: Russian Short Stories For BeginnersBest upper beginner short stories: Short Stories in Russian for
BeginnersBest book + audio: Living Language Complete Edition RussianBest for Russian vocabulary: 2000 Most Common Russian Words in ContextBest for Russian verbs: 501 Russian VerbsBest for grammar: A Comprehensive Russian GrammarBest first “real book”: Harry PotterBest Russian fiction: Metro 20330r continue reading to learn more
about each book and what it can help you with:Below you’ll find my top 11 helpful books for learning Russian. You don’t need to get all of them. Just read through their descriptions and pick 1 or 2 that sound good.My readers support this site. If you buy through a link on this page, I may earn an affiliate commission. The price for you stays the same,
but it allows me to write more articles and videos :)By the way, if you want to learn Russian quickly, I've got a course that teaches you how to use strategic habit-building to make learning Russian fun, easy, and automatic. It's not free, but it's helpful if you're currently struggling with learning Russian. You can find more information here.Anyone who
learns Russian should learn the Russian alphabet (or officially the Cyrillic alphabet) soon after you start your Russian language journey.Unfortunately, many people think that learning the Russian alphabet is difficult. I mean, it looks completely different from the Latin alphabet, right?But to be honest, it’s easier than it looks. Of the 33 letters, several
are the same as in the Latin alphabet. Others look the same but are pronounced differently. And some are completely new.The book Master the Russian Alphabet is a good start if you want to learn Russian. It's a workbook that teaches you every letter, how to pronounce it, and its different forms (capital, cursive).It also gives you exercises that will
help you better remember and learn them.Read Master the Russian Alphabet if you:want a simple but effective guide to learn the Russian alphabet + pronunciationwant to see all the letters in different fonts and cursive scriptwant to learn to read and write the Russian alphabetwant to learn how to write in Russian cursiveThe New Penguin Russian
course is for complete beginners. It has 30 lessons and focuses on teaching you the most common 1500 Russian words, and basic grammar. The only downside is that this book was published in 1996. So it teaches you some outdated Russian vocabulary. On the other hand, some people prefer a more traditional Russian textbook, and in that case, this
is a great book for you.Read the New Penguin Russian Course if you:want to learn beginner vocabulary and grammarMy First Russian book was originally an illustrated book for bilingual children. It teaches the 200 common Russian words and illustrates them. Each word is also written including its English translation. And that makes it an easy book
for bilingual children to learn Russian.Or at least, that’s the target audience. If you're an adult and want to learn Russian words with more illustrations, then I also recommend this book. Because it’s a lot easier to remember new words in a foreign language if you see a visual illustration of the word. Just seeing a Russian word and its English
translation, might not be enough for the word to stick out in your mind.200 words may seem like not a lot, but since they teach common words, you’ll come across these words often. So they’'re useful for beginners.Read my first Russian book if you:do not like traditional ways of remembering new vocabularylearn best by visually seeing an illustration
of a wordThis is not one of the common Russian textbooks that teach you grammar and vocabulary. It’s rather a combination of short stories. After each story, there’s a section of vocabulary, so you can use that to learn new words. After that, you will get a short quiz, to see if you understood the story well enough.Even though the title states ‘for
beginners’, it’s not good for complete beginners. I do recommend that you already know approximately 200+ words in Russian before getting this book.Otherwise, you will need to constantly look up basic words, and that can get you out of the flow of trying to read a story. So if that is you, better to use an app or other book to learn the most common
200 words. And then get started with the short stories here.Read Russian short stories for beginners if you:like to read storieswant a contextual approach to learning new Russian wordsalready know at least 200 wordsThis is a collection of eight stories to learn Russian. Each story has the new vocabulary at the end of it, which is useful to improve your
Russian vocabulary.Be warned though: the name says it’s for beginners. But in reality, this book is best for upper beginner learners.Read short stories in Russian for beginners if you :want intermediate reading practicewant a fun way to learn new vocabularyWhat I liked about this book is that it has an audio companion. The great thing about that is
that you learn the correct pronunciation as you go through the course. Another benefit is that you can for example listen to the audio while commuting to work. And then after work at night go through the regular textbook part.The complete edition has 3 textbooks with increasing difficulty.Read Living Language if you:like the combination of audio
and regular textbookwant a simple explanation of Russian grammar and vocabularyThis is a great book + audiobook if you want to learn more Russian words. Especially in the upper beginner stage, you should focus specifically on learning more Russian words and phrases.This book does a good job of that. As you would expect from the name, it’s a
collection of the most common 2000 words. You can also listen to the correct Russian pronunciation, as that’s included in the audio book. Each word also has a couple of example phrases, which is helpful to see the word used in “the wild”.The only downside is that this (audio)book is nothing more than a large list of Russian words. They are not
grouped by theme or anything like that. So it’s best for students who already know some of the basic grammar, and want to systematically improve their vocabulary.Read the 2000 most common Russian words in context if you:want to take a systematic approach to learning Russian vocabularywant to hear and see words at the same time to remember
them betterIf you’'ve been learning Russian for a while, you know that Russian verb conjugation is one of the frustrating parts of Russian grammar. Each verb has 6 different conjugations in the present tense. And you also need to remember which perfective verb pairs with the imperfective verbs. And don’t forget the irregular verbs... :(While I
recommend you learn Russian grammar and verbs mainly through immersion and audio courses, like the course Russian Conversations Unlocked. But special verb drills do have their place, if you find verbs are one of your weak points while speaking.And this book is a great drill. It takes the most commonly used 501 Russian verbs and explains in
detail all the conjugations, different tenses, perfective/imperfective pairs, and how to use the verb.This can be valuable if you already have experience speaking, and want to improve your verb conjugation skills.Read 501 Russian verbs if you:can already have conversations, but struggle to get the verbs rightforget which perfective verb is paired with
which imperfective verbwant to systematically improve your knowledge of the Russian verbsSome people overvalue the importance of Russian grammar. If your main focus is to speak Russian, then it’s a good idea to focus first on speaking Russian and add a little bit of grammar exercises to understand the cases and verb conjugation.But once you
have started to practice speaking, and can have conversations with native Russian speakers, it’s a good idea to supplement Russian grammar.That’s when this book comes into play. It’s the most detailed overview and explanation of all the Russian grammatical rules and how they work.It’s not a book for reading from cover to cover. But it’s more of an
encyclopedia to open whenever you encounter a specific grammatical situation where you need to learn more.Get a Comprehensive Russian grammar if:you already have experience speaking and want to improve your grammar skillsyou are looking for a systematic approach to Russian grammarHarry Potter is the first “real” book I read in Russian. It’s
easier than regular adult books, but it’s still a great challenge. And most people have already read the book in English before.Reading a book completely in the Cyrillic alphabet is difficult. Especially if you've never done it before.Now, you may have read some short stories completely in Russian before, but if you want to try to read a full normal book
in Russian, you can start with Harry Potter.The vocabulary used is not difficult. The book is meant for kids to read.Now, some people may argue that it’s not a native Russian book, and that’s true. But the Russian translation is good, as it’s a popular book. And it gives you an extra benefit:Most have already read this book before in their native
language, so you already know the plot. This helps when you're reading. Because you don’t need to understand every single thing that’s going on. After all, you already know where the story is going. So if you struggle with a specific page, don’t worry. You can just continue reading.Read Harry Potter in Russian if you:want to try reading a full book
completely in Russianlike fantasy bookshave been reading short stories completely in Russian and want to challenge yourselfThis is the most popular modern Russian fiction book from the last 20 years. The book details the story of Artyom, who grew up living in the Moscow metro. When he was just a child, there was a nuclear war that covered the
world in dangerous radiation.The only place where people survived was in the deep Moscow metro.It’s a fascinating fiction story, and it will take you on a dark adventure throughout the underground of Moscow.It’s especially interesting to read if you have been to Moscow before. Because you’ll recognize many metro stations, where you have been
yourself.This book is for upper beginner to intermediate, as it’s difficult. I read this book 1.5 years into my Russian language learning. And I think I understood about 70% of what was going on. That’s okay, as the main benefit of reading a native book like this is to practice reading. There’s also a video game that details the same story (but with more
mutants to shoot at), so that’s also great support practice if you put the sound in Russian.Read Metro 2033 if you:want to test your Russianlike a fascinating story that happens in the Moscow metrol recommend you pick just one of these best books to learn Russian on this list. Progress in Russian comes from daily practice, and the easiest way to do
that is to do the same type of practice every day.Get one book, and finish it. Don’t just read through it and put it aside. But do all the exercises. Reread chapters that you found difficult. Use the knowledge you learn while practicing speaking with native Russian speakers. That way you can get the most out of each book, and make the most progress
with your Russian skills. Learning Russian is easy. All you need to do is take a balanced approach:VocabularyGrammarListeningSpeakingWhile everyone else is struggling to learn Russian, your Russian will improve on a day-to-day basis.A student recently told me: “I have been studying Russian for a year. In my head I can prepare basic sentences, yet
when it comes to actually speaking I ‘chock’.”Imagine spending a year learning Russian and still stumbling for words having a conversation with a native speaker...That’s why you must pay extra attention to the speaking subskill of learning Russian:Otherwise you will end up studying for hundreds of hours and still struggle to say a coherent phrase in
Russian.It’s much more fun to see your efforts result in actual conversational skills.How do I know?Because this is how I became fluent in Russian myself.Curious how I did it?Go here and get my systemized approach to speaking Russian well. Hurry up, every day you follow an ineffective approach is a day forever lost
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