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Main	»	Articles	»	The	Pythagorean	Theorem	in	Everyday	LifeThe	Pythagorean	theorem	establishes	the	relationship	between	the	sides	of	a	right	triangle.Its	applications	range	from	construction	to	navigation	and	interior	design.It	allows	you	to	calculate	distances,	heights	and	lengths	using	the	relationship	between	legs	and	hypotenuse.It	is	crucial	in
various	disciplines	such	as	engineering,	gardening	and	sports.	Introduction	–	Pythagorean	Theorem	Formula	and	Example	Explanation	Determine	distances:	In	real	life,	like	the	length	of	a	ladder	needed	to	reach	a	certain	height.	Navigation	and	geography	problems:	To	find	the	shortest	distance	between	two	points.	Applications	in	physics:	Calculate
displacements	and	trajectories.	Example	1.	The	Pythagorean	theorem	in	construction	1.1.	Calculating	the	length	of	the	stairs	1.2.	Design	of	sloping	roofs	1.3.	Determining	the	height	of	buildings	2.1.	Calculating	distances	at	sea	2.2.	Determining	the	height	of	the	headlights	3.	The	Pythagorean	theorem	in	interior	design	3.1.	Calculating	the	diagonal	of
a	room	3.2.	Furniture	design	3.3.	Placing	pictures	and	decorations	4.	Applications	of	the	Pythagorean	theorem	in	gardening	4.1.	Plot	and	garden	design	4.2.	Calculation	of	hose	length	4.3.	Determining	tree	height	5.	The	Pythagorean	theorem	in	sport	5.1.	Calculating	distances	in	golf	5.2.	Determining	the	trajectory	of	the	ball	in	baseball	5.3.	Athletics
track	design	Frequently	asked	questions	about	the	Pythagorean	Theorem	in	everyday	life	What	is	the	Pythagorean	theorem?	The	Pythagorean	theorem	is	a	mathematical	principle	that	states	that	in	a	right	triangle,	the	square	of	the	length	of	the	hypotenuse	(the	side	opposite	the	right	angle)	is	equal	to	the	sum	of	the	squares	of	the	lengths	of	the	other
two	sides	(legs).	How	is	the	Pythagorean	theorem	formulated?	The	formula	for	the	Pythagorean	theorem	is	expressed	as:	a^2	+	b^2	=	c^2,	where	"a"	and	"b"	are	the	lengths	of	the	legs,	and	"c"	is	the	length	of	the	hypotenuse.	What	types	of	triangles	can	be	solved	with	the	Pythagorean	theorem?	The	Pythagorean	theorem	applies	specifically	to	right
triangles,	that	is,	triangles	that	have	one	right	angle	(90	degrees).	Is	it	possible	to	use	the	Pythagorean	theorem	on	shapes	other	than	right	triangles?	No,	the	Pythagorean	theorem	only	applies	to	right	triangles.	However,	it	is	possible	to	decompose	other	geometric	shapes	into	right	triangles	to	apply	the	theorem.	How	can	the	Pythagorean	theorem	be
applied	in	everyday	life?	The	Pythagorean	theorem	has	many	applications	in	everyday	life,	such	as	construction	(for	calculating	the	length	of	stairs	or	the	design	of	pitched	roofs),	navigation	(for	calculating	distances),	interior	design	(for	calculating	room	diagonals),	gardening	(for	designing	plots	and	gardens),	and	sport	(for	calculating	distances	in
golf	or	the	trajectory	of	the	ball	in	baseball).	What	other	fields,	besides	those	mentioned	in	the	article,	use	the	Pythagorean	theorem?	In	addition	to	the	fields	mentioned	in	the	article,	the	Pythagorean	theorem	is	used	in	many	other	areas,	such	as	astronomy	(to	calculate	distances	between	celestial	bodies),	engineering	(to	design	structures	and
machinery),	physics	(to	analyze	vectors	and	forces),	cartography	(to	create	accurate	maps),	and	computer	science	(for	the	design	of	graphics	and	video	games).			What	is	Google	Drive	for?Conclusion	of	Pythagoras	Theorem	in	everyday	life	Written	By	Livia	Ferrao	Last	Modified	19-10-2022	Pythagoras	Theorem	Formula:	Pythagorean	theorem	is	another
name	for	it.	illustrates	how	the	sides	of	a	right-angled	triangle	are	related.	Pythagorean	triples	refer	to	the	sides	of	a	right	triangle.	The	Pythagoras	theorem	can	be	used	in	a	variety	of	situations,	including	trigonometry	and	other	mathematical	ideas.	This	theorem	makes	everything	so	simple	that	no	one	can	help	but	fall	in	love	with	it.	So,	let	us	learn
about	the	Pythagorean	theorem	and	the	Pythagorean	theorem	equation’s	origins.	In	this	article	with	illustrations,	the	Pythagoras	formula	and	proof	of	this	theorem	are	explained.	The	Pythagoras	theorem	is	a	formula	for	calculating	the	length	of	an	unknown	side	and	the	angle	of	a	triangle.	We	can	derive	the	base,	perpendicular,	and	hypotenuse
formulas	using	this	theorem.	Let’s	take	a	closer	look	at	the	Pythagorean	theorem	equations	using	Pythagorean	theorem	examples.	The	Pythagorean	theorem	takes	its	name	from	the	ancient	Greek	mathematician	Pythagoras.	He	perhaps	was	the	first	one	to	proving	Pythagorean	theorem.	But	this	special	relationship	between	the	sides	of	a	right-angled
triangle	was	probably	known	long	before	Pythagoras.	Ancient	Babylonian	master	builders	used	the	Pythagoras	theorem	in	construction	though	it	wasn’t	really	called	the	Pythagorean	equation	theorem,	its	principles	were	used.	How	do	we	know	that?	Some	ancient	clay	tablets	from	Babylonia	indicate	that	the	Babylonians	in	the	second	millennium	B.C.,
1000	years	before	Pythagoras,	had	rules	for	generating	Pythagorean	triples.	They	understood	the	relationship	between	the	sides	of	a	right-angled	triangle.	They	could	even	solve	hypotenuse	of	an	isosceles	right-angled	triangle,	in	which	they	would	come	up	with	an	approximation	of	the	final	value	up	to	five	decimal	places.	They	did	this	because	the
lengths	would	often	represent	some	multiple	of	the	formula:	1^2	+	1^2	=	(sqrt	of	two)^2.	Indian	mathematicians	in	the	ancient	times	knew	the	Pythagorean	theorem,	they	also	used	something	called	the	Sulbasutras	(of	which	the	earliest	date	from	(ceremonial	axe)ca.	800-600	B.C.)	that	discuss	the	theorem	in	the	context	of	strict	requirements	for	the
orientation,	shape,	and	area	of	altars	for	religious	purposes.	The	ancient	Mayas	used	variations	of	Pythagorean	triples	in	their	‘Long	Count	calendar’.	Apart	from	India,	the	Chinese	and	the	Egyptians	also	used	this	theorem	in	construction.	This	is	how	many	of	the	Egyptian	pyramids	are	built.	The	Egyptians	wanted	a	perfect	90-degree	angle	to	build
the	pyramids	which	were	actually	two	right-angle	triangles	whose	hypotenuse	forms	the	edges	of	the	pyramids.	There	are	some	clues	that	the	Chinese	had	also	developed	the	Pythagoras	theorem	using	the	areas	of	the	sides	long	before	Pythagoras	himself.	But	they	did	not	actually	write	them	down	and	so	Pythagoras	gets	the	credit	for	simply	writing
them	down.	Pythagoras	was	born	around	5000	BC,	on	an	island	called	Samos	in	Greece.	There	is	not	much	information	about	his	youth	though	he	did	a	lot	of	travelling	to	study	is	all	that	is	known.	Latter	Pythagoras	settled	in	Crotone(a	city	and	comune	in	Calabria),	where	he	started	his	cult	or	group	called	the	Pythagoreans.	The	Pythagoreans	loved
maths	so	much	that	it	was	like	a	god	to	them,	they	pretty	much-worshipped	maths.	They	believed	that	numbers	ruled	the	universe	with	their	mystical	and	spiritual	qualities.	Now,	whether	it	was	really	Pythagoras	or	another	person	among	the	Pythagoreans	who	discovered	the	theorem	is	unknown	since	it	isn’t	recorded	in	any	of	their	writings.	But
when	this	theorem	was	discovered	and	proved	the	Pythagorean	sacrificed	the	huge	number	of	bulls	to	their	number	of	gods.	Well,	they	were	quite	serious	about	maths	�	Here	are	some	of	the	frequently	asked	questions	(FAQs)	on	the	origin	of	Pythagoras	Theorem:	Q1:	Is	Pythagoras’	theorem	only	used	for	right	triangles?Ans:	Pythagoras’	theorem
only	works	for	right-angled	triangles,	so	you	can	use	it	to	test	whether	a	triangle	has	a	right	angle	or	not.	Q2:	Did	Indian	Mathematicians	use	Pythagoras	theorem	in	ancient	India?Ans:	Indian	mathematicians	in	the	ancient	times	knew	the	Pythagorean	theorem,	they	also	used	something	called	the	Sulbasutras	that	discuss	the	theorem	in	the	context	of
strict	requirements	for	the	orientation,	shape,	and	area	of	altars	for	religious	purposes.	The	ancient	Mayas	used	variations	of	Pythagorean	triples	in	their	‘Long	Count	calendar.	Q3:	When	and	where	was	the	Pythagoras	born?Ans:	Pythagoras	was	born	around	5000	BC,	on	an	island	called	Samos	in	Greece.	Q4:	From	where	does	the	Pythagoras	Theorem
derive	its	name?Ans:	The	Pythagorean	theorem	takes	its	name	from	the	ancient	Greek	mathematician	Pythagoras.	He	perhaps	was	the	first	one	to	offer	proof	of	the	theorem.	Q5	Where	did	the	Pythagoras	theorem	originate	from?Ans:	The	Pythagorean	theorem	first	originated	in	ancient	Babylon	and	Egypt	(beginning	about	1900	B.C.).	Some	ancient
clay	tablets	from	Babylonia	indicate	that	the	Babylonians	in	the	second	millennium	B.C.,	1000	years	before	Pythagoras,	had	rules	for	generating	Pythagorean	triples.	They	understood	the	relationship	between	the	sides	of	a	right-angled	triangle.	It	sure	is	amazing	to	know	such	a	story	behind	such	a	simple	proof	of	Pythagoras’	theorem.	To	know	more
about	such	amazing	stories	stay	with	us	on	Embibe.	We	not	only	make	education	fun	but	also	help	you	score	higher	in	your	exams.	So	don’t	forget	to	practice	and	take	tests	on	Embibe,	absolutely!	We	hope	you	find	the	article	on	the	Origins	of	Pythagoras	theorem	helpful.	If	you	have	any	doubt	regarding	this	article,	kindly	drop	your	comments	below
and	we	will	get	back	to	you	at	the	earliest.	Pythagorean	Theorem	Calculator	helps	to	find	the	unknown	side	length	of	a	right-angled	triangle	when	two	side	lengths	are	known.	The	Pythagorean	Theorem	gives	the	relation	among	the	three	sides	of	a	right	triangle	and	hence,	is	one	of	the	most	fundamental	concepts	of	Geometry.	What	is	the	Pythagorean
Theorem	Calculator?	Pythagorean	Theorem	Calculator	is	an	online	tool	to	determine	any	side	of	a	right-angled	triangle	when	the	other	two	sides	are	given.	Pythagorean	Theorem	sees	use	in	several	sister	subjects	such	as	Trigonometry.	To	use	the	Pythagorean	Theorem	calculator	choose	the	side	to	be	computed	from	the	drop-down	menu	and	enter
the	values	in	the	input	boxes.	Pythagorean	Theorem	Calculator	What	is	Pythagorean	Theorem?	In	a	right-angled	triangle,	the	square	of	the	hypotenuse	is	equal	to	the	sum	of	the	squares	of	the	other	two	sides.	The	hypotenuse	is	the	side	of	the	triangle	opposite	to	the	right	angle.	Furthermore,	the	length	of	the	hypotenuse	is	greater	than	the	length	of
the	altitude	and	the	length	of	the	base.	However,	the	length	of	the	hypotenuse	will	be	lesser	than	the	sum	of	lengths	of	the	remaining	two	sides.	The	Pythagorean	Theorem	is	used	in	the	field	of	architecture	to	ensure	that	the	structures	created	are	strong	and	robust.	In	the	given	\(\Delta	ABC	\),	\[\begin{align}	\text{BC}^2	&=	\text{AB}^2
+\text{AC}^2	\end{align}\]	where,	\(	\text{AB}\)	is	the	base,	\(	\text{AC}\)	is	the	altitude	or	the	height,	and	\(	\text{BC}\)	is	the	hypotenuse.	To	calculate	the	hypotenuse	we	simply	plug	in	the	values	into	the	above	equation.	However,	if	we	want	to	find	the	value	of	the	base	or	the	altitude	we	have	to	follow	the	steps	given	below.	Suppose	we	need	to
determine	the	value	of	the	altitude.	We	have	to	shift	the	base	(AB2)	to	the	left-hand	side	of	the	equation.	We	then	subtract	the	base	from	the	hypotenuse	(BC2	-	AB2).	We	now	have	to	take	the	square	root	of	this	value	to	get	the	length	of	the	altitude.	The	same	steps	can	be	used	if	we	have	to	find	the	length	of	the	base.	How	to	Use	the	Pythagorean
Theorem	Calculator?	Follow	these	steps	which	will	help	you	to	use	the	calculator.	Step	1:	Select	the	side	of	the	right-angled	triangle	to	be	calculated,	from	the	drop-down	list.	Step	2:	Enter	the	value	for	the	other	two	sides	in	the	corresponding	input	boxes.	Step	3:	Click	on	"Calculate"	to	find	the	unknown	side	of	the	triangle.	Step	4:	Click	on	"Reset"	to
clear	the	fields	and	enter	the	new	values.	Want	to	find	complex	math	solutions	within	seconds?	Use	our	free	online	calculator	to	solve	challenging	questions.	With	Cuemath,	find	solutions	in	simple	and	easy	steps.	Book	a	Free	Trial	Class	Solved	Examples	on	Pythagorean	Theorem	Calculator	Example	1:	A	right-angled	triangle	ABC,	has	base	BC	=	12
units,	height	AB	=	5	units.	What	is	the	length	of	AC?	Solution:	By	Pythagoras	theorem	we	know	that,	AB2	+	BC2	=	AC2	AC2	=	52	+	122	AC	=	(52	+	122)½	=	√(52	+	122)	AC	=	13	units.	Answer:	The	length	of	AC	is	13	units.	Example	2:	A	right-angled	triangle	PQR,	has	angle	Q	=	90°.	PQ	=	8	units.	PR	=	10	units.	Find	QR.	Solution:	By	Pythagoras
Theorem	we	know	that,	PR2=	PQ2	+	QR2	102	=	82	+	QR2	QR2	=	102	-	82	QR	=	(102	-	82)½	=	√(102	-	82)	QR	=	6	units.	Answer:	The	length	of	QR	is	6	units.	Similarly,	you	can	use	the	Pythagorean	Calculator	calculator	to	find	the	hypotenuse	of	right-angled	triangles	with:	Side	a	=	6	units	and	side	b	=	8	units.	Side	a	=	12	units	and	side	b	=	5	units.
Side	a	=	3	units	and	side	b	=	4	units.	☛	Related	Articles:	Pythagoras	Theorem	Right	Angled	Triangle	☛	Math	Calculators:	The	Pythagoras	theorem	also	known	as	the	Pythagorean	theorem	is	an	interesting	fundamental	relationship	among	the	three	sides	of	a	right-angle	triangle.	In	mathematics,	this	is	a	part	of	Euclidean	geometry.	This	article
comprehensively	explains	the	real	life	applications	of	Pythagoras	Theorem.	Let's	begin	by	understanding	the	theorem	first.	How	Can	You	Apply	Pythagoras	Theorem	In	Real	Life?	Pythagoras	TheoremAn	ancient	Indian	mathematician	Baudhayan	(about	800	B.C.E)	described	a	relation	that	in	a	rectangle	area	produced	by	his	length	and	breath	is	equal
to	the	area	produced	by	the	diagonal.	For	this	reason,	this	is	sometimes	known	as	the	Baudhayan	theorem	But	the	credit	for	the	same	relation	goes	to	Pythagoras.Pythagoras	(570	B.C.E	to	495	B.C.E)	was	a	Greek	mathematician,	philosopher,	and	politician	whose	immense	contributions	to	mathematics.	One	of	the	most	important	contributions	is
Pythagoras	theorem.The	theorem	states	that	in	a	right-angle	triangle,	the	sum	of	the	square	of	two	sides	connected	to	the	right	angle	is	equal	to	the	sum	of	the	square	of	the	third	side	which	is	known	as	the	hypotenuse.(Height)2	+	(Base)2	=	(Hypotenuse)2Here	in	this	triangle	ABC,	angle	C	is	90	degrees	or	right	angle,	and	sides	AC,	and	BC	are
connected	to	right	angle	C	respectively	called	Base	and	Height	corresponding	to	angle	A.	Side	AB	is	called	the	hypotenuse.According	to	Pythagoras	theorem(BC)2	+	(AC)2	=	(AB)2(a)2	+	(b)2	=	(c)2	Pythagoras	theorem	is	critically	used	in	NCERT	Class	10	chapter	6,	Triangles.	It	helps	in	proofing	the	similarity	of	triangles,	other	theorems,	and
calculating	different	sides	of	a	right-angle	triangle.The	theorem	is	used	in	different	Chapters	of	NCERT	Class	9.	Particularly	In	Chapter	9,	the	theorem	is	used	in	calculating	the	area	of	parallelograms	and	triangles.	In	Chapter	13,	this	theorem	helps	in	calculating	the	surface	area	and	volume	of	different	shapes.Now	let's	discuss	some	real	life
applications	of	Pythagoras	theorem.Also	Read|	JEE	Main,	NEET	2022:	How	To	Tackle	Class	12	Inorganic	ChemistryConsequences	Of	Pythagoras	TheoremFollowing	are	some	uses	of	Pythagoras	theorem	in	deriving	other	concepts	of	mathematics.Pythagorean	TriplesA	combination	of	three	positive	integers	a,	b,	and	c,	such	that	a2	+	b2	=	c2	is	known
as	Pythagoras	triplets.	The	triple	can	also	represent	the	three	sides	of	a	rectangle	triangle.	Triples	are	generally	written	as	(a,	b,	c).	There	are	some	triples:	(3,4,5),	(5,12,13),	(7,24,25),	(8,15,17)...etc.Incommensurable	LengthsOne	of	the	important	consequences	of	Pythagoras	theorem	is	constructing	a	line	segment	using	a	straightedge	and	compass
whose	length	is	incommensurable.	In	other	words,	the	length	is	an	irrational	number	or	can	not	be	in	the	form	of	a/b	where	a	and	b	are	two	integers.	Pythagoras	theorem	says	that	in	a	right-angle	triangle	hypotenuse	is	a	square	root	of	the	square	of	the	other	two	sides	and	thus	it	enables	the	construction	of	incommensurable	lengths	like	√2,	√3,	√5,..
The	following	image	shows	very	clearly.Euclidean	DistanceIn	the	cartesian	coordinate	system	distance	between	two	points	can	be	calculated	using	The	distance	formula	which	is	derived	from	the	Pythagorean	theorem.	The	distance	(d)	is	the	square	root	of	the	sum	of	squares	of	the	x-component	(x2-x1)	and	the	square	of	the	y-component	(y2-y1)	which
is	known	as	Euclidean	distance	is	shown	in	the	following	image.Trigonometric	Identitya,	b,	and	hypotenuse	c,	are	sides	of	a	right-angle	triangle.	If	the	angle	θ	between	hypotenuse	and	side	then	trigonometric	ratios	like	sine,	cosine,	and	tan.	can	be	determined	as	respectively	b/c,	a/c,	and	b/a.	For	unit	hypotenuse,	the	Pythagoras	theorem	can	be
written	for	a	given	triangle	as(sinθ)2	+	(cosθ)2=	1This	identity	is	known	as	Pythagorean	trigonometric	identityReal	Life	Applications	Of	Pythagoras	TheoremThe	theorem	has	vast	applications	in	real	life.	Let's	discuss	some	real	life	uses	of	Pythagoras	theorem.Shortest	DistanceThe	Pythagorean	Theorem	is	useful	to	find	the	shortest	distances	in	two-
dimensional	navigation.	If	a	person	goes	East	for	x	distance	and	then	turns	North	and	moves	for	y	distance.	The	shortest	distance	between	the	initial	and	final	stages	can	be	calculated	by	Pythagoras	theorem	because	the	East	and	North	distance	can	be	considered	as	legs	of	a	right-angle	triangle.	The	diagonal	shows	the	shortest	distance.	The	same
principle	can	be	used	for	air,	water,	navigation,	etc.Pythagoras	Theorem	In	A	Security	CameraNowadays	face	recognition	becomes	very	important	in	security	areas	and	it	reduces	the	turmoil	in	an	investigation	of	a	crime.	The	concept	of	a	Pythagoras	theorem	is	helpful	to	calculate	the	distance	between	the	position	of	the	camera	and	the	place	where
the	crime	is	noted	and	it	is	also	helpful	to	set	the	angle	for	face	recognition	in	security	cameras.Surveying	The	MountainsUsually,	a	mountain	surveyor	finds	the	steepness	of	a	mountain	or	hill.	After	knowing	the	horizontal	distance,	It	becomes	easy	to	find	other	measurements	using	the	application	of	Pythagoras	theorem.	We	can	fix	the	horizontal
distance	between	the	telescope	and	the	mountain.	Using	the	telescope,	the	steepness	of	mountains	can	be	measured.Engineering	And	Construction	FieldsThis	Theorem	is	very	useful	in	measurements	of	construction	mainly	in	two	dimensions.	Most	architects	apply	these	techniques	to	calculate	values	like	their	height,	length,	etc.,	and	if	these	are
known	it	becomes	easy	to	find	out	the	other	parameters	like	the	diameter	of	a	particular	sector.Wall	PaintingThe	Painters	often	use	Pythagoras	theorem.	Ladders	are	required	to	paint	the	high	building.	Painters	need	to	determine	the	suitable	height	of	the	ladder	in	order	to	safely	place	it	away	from	the	wall.Television	Or	Monitor	SizeTV	and	Monitor
sizes	are	always	given	in	terms	of	diagonal	size.	Pythagoras	theorem	can	be	used	to	find	the	lengths	of	sides	of	a	rectangle	shaped	monitor	or	television.Original	Height	Of	A	Broken	TreeA	broken	tree	can	form	a	right-angle	triangle	and	using	the	application	of	Pythagoras	theorem	the	original	height	of	the	tree	can	be	calculated.There	is	a	vast
application	of	Pythagoras	theorem	in	real	life,	some	of	which	are	discussed	in	this	article.	Therefore	understanding	the	Pythagoras	theorem	becomes	very	important	for	students.	The	Pythagorean	Theorem	is	a	statement	in	geometry	that	shows	the	relationship	between	the	lengths	of	the	sides	of	a	right	triangle	–	a	triangle	with	one	90-degree	angle.
The	right	triangle	equation	is	**a2	+	b2	=	c2.**	Being	able	to	find	the	length	of	a	side,	given	the	lengths	of	the	two	other	sides	makes	the	Pythagorean	Theorem	a	useful	technique	for	construction	and	navigation.	Given	two	straight	lines,	the	Pythagorean	Theorem	allows	you	to	calculate	the	length	of	the	diagonal	connecting	them.	This	application	is
frequently	used	in	architecture,	woodworking,	or	other	physical	construction	projects.	For	instance,	say	you	are	building	a	sloped	roof.	If	you	know	the	height	of	the	roof	and	the	length	for	it	to	cover,	you	can	use	the	Pythagorean	Theorem	to	find	the	diagonal	length	of	the	roof's	slope.	You	can	use	this	information	to	cut	properly	sized	beams	to	support
the	roof,	or	calculate	the	area	of	the	roof	that	you	would	need	to	shingle.	The	Pythagorean	Theorem	is	also	used	in	construction	to	make	sure	buildings	are	square.	A	triangle	whose	side	lengths	correspond	with	the	Pythagorean	Theorem	–	such	as	a	3	foot	by	4	foot	by	5	foot	triangle	–	will	always	be	a	right	triangle.	When	laying	out	a	foundation,	or
constructing	a	square	corner	between	two	walls,	construction	workers	will	set	out	a	triangle	from	three	strings	that	correspond	with	these	lengths.	If	the	string	lengths	were	measured	correctly,	the	corner	opposite	the	triangle's	hypotenuse	will	be	a	right	angle,	so	the	builders	will	know	they	are	constructing	their	walls	or	foundations	on	the	right
lines.	The	Pythagorean	Theorem	is	useful	for	two-dimensional	navigation.	You	can	use	it	and	two	lengths	to	find	the	shortest	distance.	For	instance,	if	you	are	at	sea	and	navigating	to	a	point	that	is	300	miles	north	and	400	miles	west,	you	can	use	the	theorem	to	find	the	distance	from	your	ship	to	that	point	and	calculate	how	many	degrees	to	the	west
of	north	you	would	need	to	follow	to	reach	that	point.	The	distances	north	and	west	will	be	the	two	legs	of	the	triangle,	and	the	shortest	line	connecting	them	will	be	the	diagonal.	The	same	principles	can	be	used	for	air	navigation.	For	instance,	a	plane	can	use	its	height	above	the	ground	and	its	distance	from	the	destination	airport	to	find	the	correct
place	to	begin	a	descent	to	that	airport.	Zamboni,	Jon.	"Real	Life	Uses	Of	The	Pythagorean	Theorem"	sciencing.com,	.	13	March	2018.	APA	Zamboni,	Jon.	(2018,	March	13).	Real	Life	Uses	Of	The	Pythagorean	Theorem.	sciencing.com.	Retrieved	from	Chicago	Zamboni,	Jon.	Real	Life	Uses	Of	The	Pythagorean	Theorem	last	modified	March	24,	2022.
[caption	id=""	align=“aligncenter”	width=“600”]	You	may	have	heard	about	Pythagoras’s	theorem	(or	the	Pythagorean	Theorem)	in	your	math	class,	but	what	you	may	fail	to	realize	is	that	Pythagoras’s	theorem	is	used	often	in	real	life	situations.	Gain	a	better	understanding	of	the	concept	with	these	real-world	examples.	According	to	Pythagoras’s
theorem	the	sum	of	the	squares	of	two	sides	of	a	right	triangle	is	equal	to	the	square	of	the	hypotenuse.	Let	one	side	of	the	right	triangle	be	a,	the	other	side	be	b	and	hypotenuse	is	given	by	c.	According	to	Pythagoras’s	theorem:	a2	+	b2=	c2	This	is	taught	in	every	classroom	throughout	the	world,	but	what	isn’t	taught	is	how	it	can	be	applied	outside
of	the	classroom.	Real	Life	Application	of	the	Pythagoras	Theorem	Some	real	life	applications	to	introduce	the	concept	of	Pythagoras’s	theorem	to	your	middle	school	students	are	given	below:	1)	Road	Trip:	Let’s	say	two	friends	are	meeting	at	a	playground.	Mary	is	already	at	the	park	but	her	friend	Bob	needs	to	get	there	taking	the	shortest	path
possible.	Bob	has	two	way	he	can	go	-	he	can	follow	the	roads	getting	to	the	park	-	first	heading	south	3	miles,	then	heading	west	four	miles.	The	total	distance	covered	following	the	roads	will	be	7	miles.	The	other	way	he	can	get	there	is	by	cutting	through	some	open	fields	and	walk	directly	to	the	park.	If	we	apply	Pythagoras’s	theorem	to	calculate
the	distance	you	will	get:	(3)2	+	(4)2	=	9	+	16	=	C2	√25	=	C	5	Miles.	=	C	Walking	through	the	field	will	be	2	miles	shorter	than	walking	along	the	roads.	.	2)	Painting	on	a	Wall:	Painters	use	ladders	to	paint	on	high	buildings	and	often	use	the	help	of	Pythagoras’	theorem	to	complete	their	work.	The	painter	needs	to	determine	how	tall	a	ladder	needs
to	be	in	order	to	safely	place	the	base	away	from	the	wall	so	it	won’t	tip	over.	In	this	case	the	ladder	itself	will	be	the	hypotenuse.	Take	for	example	a	painter	who	has	to	paint	a	wall	which	is	about	3m	high.	The	painter	has	to	put	the	base	of	the	ladder	2m	away	from	the	wall	to	ensure	it	won’t	tip.	What	will	be	the	length	of	the	ladder	required	by	the
painter	to	complete	his	work?	You	can	calculate	it	using	Pythagoras’	theorem:	(3)2	+	(2)2	=	C2	9	+	4	=	C2	√13	=	C	3.6	m.	=	C	Thus,	the	painter	will	need	a	ladder	about	3.6	meters	high.	3)	Buying	a	Suitcase:	Mr.	Harry	wants	to	purchase	a	suitcase.	The	shopkeeper	tells	Mr.	Harry	that	he	has	a	30	inch	suitcase	available	at	present	and	the	height	of
the	suitcase	is	18	inches.	Calculate	the	actual	length	of	the	suitcase	for	Mr.	Harry	using	Pythagoras’	theorem.	It	is	calculated	this	way:	(18)2	+	(b)2	=	(30)2	324	+	b2	=	900	B2	=	900	–	324	b=	√576	=	24	inches	4)	What	Size	TV	Should	You	Buy?	Mr.	James	saw	an	advertisement	of	a	T.V.in	the	newspaper	where	it	is	mentioned	that	the	T.V.	is	16	inches
high	and	14	inches	wide.	Calculate	the	diagonal	length	of	its	screen	for	Mr.	James.	By	using	Pythagoras’	theorem	it	can	be	calculated	as:	(16)2	+	(14)2	=	256	+	196	=	C2	√452	=	C	21	inches	approx.	=	C	5)	Finding	the	Right	Sized	Computer:	Mary	wants	to	get	a	computer	monitor	for	her	desk	which	can	hold	a	22	inch	monitor.	She	has	found	a	monitor
16	inches	wide	and	10	inches	high.	Will	the	computer	fit	into	Mary’s	cabin?	Use	Pythagoras’	theorem	to	find	out:	(16)2	+	(10)2	=	256	+	100	=	C2	√356	=	C	19	inches	approx.	=	C	Click	here	to	learn	more	about	the	Pythagoras	Theorem	and	its	proof.	Practice	Ideas	Now	write	your	own	problem	based	on	a	potential	real	life	situation.	References	Ever
wondered	how	the	Pythagorean	theorem	applies	to	your	everyday	life?	This	powerful	mathematical	principle	isn’t	just	for	classrooms;	it’s	a	tool	you	can	use	in	various	real-world	situations.	From	architecture	to	navigation,	understanding	this	theorem	opens	up	a	world	of	practical	applications	that	can	simplify	complex	problems.The	Pythagorean
theorem	is	a	fundamental	principle	in	mathematics	that	describes	the	relationship	between	the	sides	of	a	right	triangle.	This	theorem	states	that	in	any	right	triangle,	the	square	of	the	length	of	the	hypotenuse	equals	the	sum	of	the	squares	of	the	lengths	of	the	other	two	sides.In	simple	terms,	for	a	right	triangle	with	legs	(a)	and	(b),	and	hypotenuse
(c),	you	can	express	this	as:This	formula	helps	calculate	distances	easily.	For	instance,	if	one	leg	measures	3	units	and	another	4	units,	applying	this	gives	you:Calculate	(3²	=	9)Calculate	(4²	=	16)Add	them:	(9	+	16	=	25)Find	(c):	(sqrt{25}	=	5)Thus,	your	hypotenuse	measures	5	units.The	Pythagorean	theorem	isn’t	just	a	classroom	concept;	it	has
historical	roots	dating	back	over	2,500	years	to	ancient	Greece.Pythagoras,	a	mathematician	and	philosopher,	is	credited	with	its	discovery.	His	work	laid	foundational	ideas	for	geometry	that	modern	mathematics	relies	on	today.Additionally,	various	cultures	independently	developed	similar	concepts—like	Babylonians	and	Indians—showing	its
universal	importance	across	civilizations.	This	theorem	paved	pathways	for	advances	in	architecture,	astronomy,	and	physics	throughout	history.The	Pythagorean	theorem	appears	in	various	aspects	of	daily	life.	Here	are	some	practical	applications	that	illustrate	its	significance.In	architecture,	builders	often	use	the	Pythagorean	theorem	to	ensure
structures	are	level	and	stable.	For	instance,	when	constructing	a	right-angled	roof:Measure:	You	measure	4	feet	along	one	wall.Measure:	Then	measure	3	feet	up	from	the	base.Calculate:	Using	the	theorem,	you	can	determine	that	the	diagonal	(hypotenuse)	measures	5	feet.Navigation	systems	depend	heavily	on	the	Pythagorean	theorem	for	accurate
positioning.	GPS	devices	calculate	distances	between	points	using	this	mathematical	principle:Identify	coordinates:	Consider	two	locations	with	known	coordinates.Apply	formula:	Use	c²	=	a²	+	b²	to	find	straight-line	distance.Determine	route:	This	enables	optimal	route	planning	by	showing	direct	paths.Athletes	benefit	from	the	Pythagorean	theorem
in	training	routines	and	performance	analysis.	For	example,	consider	a	runner	on	a	track:Track	layout:	If	they	run	diagonally	across	a	rectangular	field	measuring	30	meters	by	40	meters:Calculation	needed:	The	diagonal	distance	equals	√(30²	+	40²),	which	calculates	to	50	meters.The	Pythagorean	theorem	finds	numerous	practical	applications	in
daily	life.	Here	are	some	specific	examples	that	demonstrate	its	relevance.When	tackling	home	improvement	projects,	you	often	encounter	right	triangles.	For	instance,	when	installing	a	new	wall	or	shelf,	you	might	measure	the	height	and	the	distance	from	the	wall	to	ensure	it’s	level.	By	applying	the	Pythagorean	theorem,	you	can	calculate	the
diagonal	distance	required	for	accurate	placement.	This	ensures	your	project	is	both	stable	and	aesthetically	pleasing.In	landscaping,	planning	garden	layouts	involves	right	angles	frequently.	Let’s	say	you’re	designing	a	rectangular	flower	bed.	If	one	side	measures	6	feet	and	another	side	measures	8	feet,	you	can	determine	how	long	to	cut	your
edging	using	the	Pythagorean	theorem—resulting	in	a	diagonal	measurement	of	10	feet.	This	method	guarantees	that	all	corners	align	perfectly,	making	your	garden	visually	appealing	while	maximizing	space	effectively.Construction	professionals	utilize	this	theorem	extensively	to	maintain	structural	integrity.	When	laying	out	foundations	or	framing
buildings,	they	measure	distances	between	points	to	form	perfect	right	angles.	Using	measurements	of	12	feet	and	16	feet	allows	them	to	find	a	hypotenuse	of	20	feet	quickly,	ensuring	walls	meet	at	precise	angles	for	safety	and	durability.You	rely	on	navigation	systems	like	GPS	for	directions	every	day.	These	devices	use	coordinates	based	on	latitude
and	longitude	that	often	create	right	triangles	on	maps.	The	Pythagorean	theorem	helps	calculate	straight-line	distances	between	two	points	efficiently—this	way;	you’ll	reach	your	destination	faster	without	unnecessary	detours.Each	application	illustrates	how	essential	understanding	this	mathematical	principle	becomes	in	real-life	situations	across
various	fields.Several	resources	can	help	you	understand	and	apply	the	Pythagorean	theorem	in	real-life	scenarios.	These	tools	enhance	learning	and	facilitate	practical	applications.You	can	find	numerous	online	calculators	and	mobile	apps	designed	to	simplify	calculations	involving	the	Pythagorean	theorem.	Some	popular	options
include:Pythagorean	Calculator:	This	tool	allows	you	to	input	values	for	two	sides	of	a	right	triangle,	instantly	calculating	the	hypotenuse.Geometry	Apps:	Many	geometry-focused	apps	provide	interactive	lessons	on	triangles,	including	step-by-step	guidance	on	applying	the	theorem.Math	Solver	Websites:	Sites	like	Wolfram	Alpha	let	you	enter
equations	related	to	the	theorem	for	quick	solutions.These	resources	make	it	easier	to	visualize	concepts	while	providing	instant	answers.A	variety	of	books	and	learning	materials	delve	into	the	Pythagorean	theorem’s	principles.	Consider	these	options:“The	Pythagorean	Theorem:	A	4-Dimensional	Approach”	by	R.	D’Ambrosio:	This	book	offers	an
engaging	exploration	of	the	theorem’s	applications	in	different	fields.“Mathematics	for	Everyday	Life”	by	J.	Smith:	It	covers	practical	uses	of	mathematics,	including	real-world	examples	using	the	Pythagorean	theorem.Online	Courses:	Platforms	like	Coursera	or	Khan	Academy	offer	courses	that	explain	not	only	how	to	use	this	theorem	but	also	its
historical	context.Utilizing	these	educational	resources	aids	comprehension	and	application	in	daily	life	situations.	Pythagorean	Theorem	gives	a	relation	between	the	sides	of	a	right-angled	triangle.	It	is	also	known	as	Pythagoras	Theorem.	The	three	side	lengths	following	the	Pythagorean	theorem	are	called	Pythagorean	triplets.	It	was	given	by	one	of
the	ancient	Greek	mathematicians	named	Pythagoras.	The	longest	side	of	a	right-angled	triangle	is	called	a	hypotenuse,	and	the	other	two	are	called	base	and	perpendicular.	The	theorem	states	that	the	square	of	the	length	of	the	hypotenuse	is	equal	to	the	sum	of	the	square	of	base	length	and	the	square	of	perpendicular	length.	Pythagorean	Theorem
is	one	of	the	basic	mathematical	theorems	and	has	a	variety	of	applications	in	the	analytical	as	well	as	practical	world.	In	this	article,	applications	of	the	Pythagorean	Theorem	in	Daily	Life	are	discussed.	Pythagoras	TheoremPythagoras	Theorem	states	the	square	of	longest	side	of	a	right	angled	triangle	is	equal	to	the	sum	of	square	of	rest	two	sides.
In	case,	of	right	angled	triangle,	the	longest	side	is	the	one	which	is	opposite	to	right	angle.	This	longest	side	is	called	hypotenuse	and	the	remaining	two	sides	are	perpendicular	and	base.	Thus,	mathematically	it	is	expressed	as	Hypotenuse2	=	Perpendicular2	+	Base2	Application	of	Pythagorean	TheoremThe	real	life	applications	of	Pythagorean
Theorem	is	mentioned	below	in	detail:	Road	TransportationPythagorean	Theorem	can	be	used	to	find	minimum	distance	between	two	points	and	design	a	route	accordingly	for	minimum	time	of	transportation.	Civil	engineers	use	Pythagorean	theorem	to	design	road	networks	for	efficient	transportation.	Delivery	and	Logistics	use	the	theorem	to	find
minimum	distance	between	delivery	points	and	then	choose	the	shortest	routes	among	available	routes	for	reducing	fuel	costs	and	improving	their	service	periods.	AirlinesPythagorean	theorem	is	used	in	airlines	to	design	runways	for	safe	takeoff	and	landings.	The	diagonal	distance	is	determined	using	the	theorem	as	per	the	safety	standards.	Pilots
also	use	the	theorem	to	calculate	the	shortest	direct	path	between	waypoints	in	a	three	dimensional	space	and	plan	flight	routes	accordingly	so	that	fuel	is	conserved	and	travel	times	are	reduced.	RoboticsNavigation	Algorithms	are	designed	for	robots	using	Pythagorean	Theorem	so	that	efficient	navigation	is	ensured	and	shortest	path	is	followed
considering	various	obstacles	in	the	way.	Robots	can	find	shortest	distance	between	two	points	by	calculating	horizontal	and	vertical	distance	between	the	levels	and	then	calculate	the	diagonal	distance	to	be	moved	using	Pythagorean	theorem	for	efficient	movement	and	battery	saving.	MechanicsResultant	of	two	vectors	when	they	are	perpendicular
to	each	other	is	determined	using	Pythagorean	theorem.	The	result	can	be	used	find	resultant	force,	velocity,	acceleration,	etc.	Structural	analysis	can	also	be	performed	using	the	theorem	to	calculate	forces	and	stresses	and	different	structures	such	as	bridges,	buildings,	flyovers,	etc.	to	ensure	stability	and	safety.	Thus,	Pythagorean	theorem	is
applicable	to	physics	and	engineering	as	well.	ElectronicsPythagorean	Theorem	is	applicable	in	field	of	electronics	to	calculate	the	shortest	path	for	connections	between	components	in	design	of	printed	circuit	boards	(PCBs)	to	minimize	signal	losses,	reduce	resistance	and	optimize	overall	performance	of	the	circuit.	The	theorem	is	also	used	to
determine	the	optimal	height	and	position	of	antennas	by	calculating	their	distance	from	the	receiver	in	order	to	maximize	signal	strength	and	coverage	area.	Also,	Check	Real-Life	Applications	of	MathematicsApplications	of	Geometry	Enjoy	sharper	detail,	more	accurate	color,	lifelike	lighting,	believable	backgrounds,	and	more	with	our	new	model
update.	Your	generated	images	will	be	more	polished	than	ever.See	What's	NewExplore	how	consumers	want	to	see	climate	stories	told	today,	and	what	that	means	for	your	visuals.Download	Our	Latest	VisualGPS	ReportData-backed	trends.	Generative	AI	demos.	Answers	to	your	usage	rights	questions.	Our	original	video	podcast	covers	it	all—now
on	demand.Watch	NowEnjoy	sharper	detail,	more	accurate	color,	lifelike	lighting,	believable	backgrounds,	and	more	with	our	new	model	update.	Your	generated	images	will	be	more	polished	than	ever.See	What's	NewExplore	how	consumers	want	to	see	climate	stories	told	today,	and	what	that	means	for	your	visuals.Download	Our	Latest	VisualGPS
ReportData-backed	trends.	Generative	AI	demos.	Answers	to	your	usage	rights	questions.	Our	original	video	podcast	covers	it	all—now	on	demand.Watch	NowEnjoy	sharper	detail,	more	accurate	color,	lifelike	lighting,	believable	backgrounds,	and	more	with	our	new	model	update.	Your	generated	images	will	be	more	polished	than	ever.See	What's
NewExplore	how	consumers	want	to	see	climate	stories	told	today,	and	what	that	means	for	your	visuals.Download	Our	Latest	VisualGPS	ReportData-backed	trends.	Generative	AI	demos.	Answers	to	your	usage	rights	questions.	Our	original	video	podcast	covers	it	all—now	on	demand.Watch	Now	The	Pythagoras	theorem	is	an	important	theorem	used
in	geometry	that	shows	the	relationship	between	the	lengths	of	the	sides	of	a	right-angled	triangle.	It	is	named	after	the	famous	Greek	mathematician	Pythagoras	and	is	also	known	as	the	Pythagorean	theorem.	The	Pythagoras	theorem	holds	great	significance	in	geometry	and	forms	the	base	for	solving	various	mathematical	problems.	It	finds	many
real-life	applications	in	the	field	of	construction,	navigation,	surveying,	architecture,	etc.	What	is	Pythagoras	Theorem?	The	Pythagoras	theorem	states	that	the	sum	of	the	square	of	the	two	sides	of	a	right-angle	triangle	is	equal	to	the	square	of	the	third	side	called	the	hypotenuse.	The	equation	formed	as	per	the	Pythagoras	theorem	is	a²	+	b²	=	c²,
where	a,	b	and	c	are	the	sides	of	a	right	triangle.	The	ability	to	find	the	length	of	a	side	when	the	other	two	sides’	length	is	given	makes	the	Pythagorean	Theorem	a	beneficial	construction	and	navigation	technique.	Here	are	5	real-life	applications	of	the	Pythagorean	Theorem	1.	Architecture	The	Pythagorean	Theorem	is	applicable	to	calculate	the
length	of	the	diagonal	connecting	any	two	straight	lines.	This	aspect	of	the	Pythagorean	theorem	is	pretty	useful	in	designing	and	construction.	For	instance,	while	building	a	sloped	roof,	if	you	know	the	height	and	the	length	of	the	roof	to	cover,	you	can	use	the	Pythagorean	Theorem	to	find	the	diagonal	length	or	to	calculate	the	roof’s	slope.	You	can
utilize	this	data	to	precisely	cut	beams	to	support	the	roof	structure	or	to	calculate	the	roof’s	total	area.	2.	Painting	Walls	Painters	also	make	use	of	the	Pythagoras	theorem	to	paint	buildings.	They	need	to	evaluate	the	ladder	height	and	distance	from	the	wall	to	complete	the	work	without	an	accident.	In	this	case,	the	ladder	is	the	hypotenuse	in	terms
of	the	theorem.	3.	Navigation	The	Pythagorean	theorem	is	useful	in	two-dimensional	navigation,	mostly	used	by	ships	to	find	the	shortest	routes.	Sailors	navigate	using	this	theorem	by	making	a	horizontal	and	a	vertical	line	from	the	current	location	to	form	a	right	angled	triangle	in	order	to	find	the	shortest	distance	to	the	destination.	The	distances
in	each	direction	will	be	the	two	sides	of	the	triangle,	and	the	shortest	line	connecting	them	will	be	diagonal.	The	same	law	applies	to	other	forms	of	navigation	on	land	or	the	sky.	For	instance,	a	flight	can	use	its	altitude	above	sea	level	and	its	distance	from	the	destination	airport	to	find	the	exact	geolocation	to	begin	a	safe	descent	to	that	airport.	4.
Building	Square	&	Angles	Right	angles	and	square	shapes	are	quite	common	in	building	designs	and	construction	work.	Engineers	use	the	basic	property	of	the	Pythagoras	theorem,	which	states	that	if	the	sides	satisfy	the	theorem	condition,	the	triangle	will	always	form	a	right	angle.	While	laying	out	the	building	foundation	or	constructing	a	right-
angled	corner	between	two	walls,	engineers	set	out	a	triangle	from	three	strings	that	correspond	with	sides	lengths	satisfying	the	theorem.	5.	Surveying	The	Pythagorean	Theorem	is	used	to	calculate	many	aspects	of	the	terrain	that	otherwise	are	hard	to	assess,	such	as	the	steepness	of	slopes	of	mountains.	A	surveyor	uses	a	telescope	and	a
measuring	stick	at	a	fixed	distance	away,	so	when	the	telescope’s	line	of	sight	and	the	measuring	stick	create	a	right	angle,	a	triangle	is	formed.	Since	the	surveyor	has	the	information	about	the	two	sides	of	the	triangle	that	are	the	height	of	the	measuring	stick	and	the	horizontal	distance	of	the	stick	from	the	telescope,	he	calculates	the	steepness	of
the	hill	by	using	the	theorem	to	find	the	length	of	the	slope	that	covers	that	distance.	Conclusion	The	Pythagorean	theorem	is	foundational	in	various	branches	of	mathematics,	physics,	geology,	architecture,	and	more.	There	are	numerous	interactive	activities	for	kids	to	reinforce	the	Pythagoras	theorem’s	understanding,	like	maths	games,	puzzles,
and	worksheets.	Cuemath	offers	excellent	learning	resources	for	kids	to	gain	a	clear	understanding	of	various	concepts	and	their	applications	in	our	everyday	life.	Cuemath	live	online	classes	are	designed	to	promote	the	real-life	application	of	maths	for	kids	to	learn	interestingly.	Watch	this	space	for	updates	in	the	Hacks	category	on	Running	Wolf’s
Rant.	Like	what	you	just	read?	Subscribe	To	Our	Newsletter	to	stay	in	the	loop.	Feel	free	to	explore	our	website,	check	out	our	Featured	Articles	or	scroll	down	to	see	the	articles	that	are	related	to	this	article	below.	We've	been	around	since	2008,	so	there's	plenty	of	content.	Take	control	of	your	online	privacy	and	access	content	from	anywhere	with
NordVPN	-	the	trusted	choice	of	millions.	Whether	you're	streaming,	browsing,	or	shopping,	NordVPN	keeps	your	data	secure	and	your	connection	blazing	fast.	Don’t	wait	—	protect	yourself	today	and	get	up	to	70%	off	your	NordVPN	plan!	The	Pythagorean	Theorem,	also	referred	to	as	the	‘Pythagoras	theorem,’	is	arguably	the	most	famous	formula	in
mathematics	that	defines	the	relationships	between	the	sides	of	a	right	triangle.The	theorem	is	attributed	to	a	Greek	mathematician	and	philosopher	named	Pythagoras	(569-500	B.C.E.).	He	has	many	contributions	to	mathematics,	but	the	Pythagorean	Theorem	is	the	most	important	of	them.Pythagoras	is	credited	with	several	contributions	in
mathematics,	astronomy,	music,	religion,	philosophy,	etc.	One	of	his	notable	contributions	to	mathematics	is	the	discovery	of	the	Pythagorean	Theorem.	Pythagoras	studied	the	sides	of	a	right	triangle	and	discovered	that	the	sum	of	the	square	of	the	two	shorter	sides	of	the	triangles	is	equal	to	the	square	of	the	longest	side.This	article	will	discuss
what	the	Pythagorean	Theorem	is,	its	converse,	and	the	Pythagorean	Theorem	formula.	Before	getting	deeper	into	the	topic,	let’s	recall	the	right	triangle.	A	right	triangle	is	a	triangle	with	one	interior	angle	equals	90	degrees.	In	a	right	triangle,	the	two	short	legs	meet	at	an	angle	of	90	degrees.	The	hypotenuse	of	a	triangle	is	opposite	the	90-degree
angle.What	is	the	Pythagorean	Theorem?The	Pythagoras	theorem	is	a	mathematical	law	that	states	that	the	sum	of	squares	of	the	lengths	of	the	two	short	sides	of	the	right	triangle	is	equal	to	the	square	of	the	length	of	the	hypotenuse.The	Pythagoras	theorem	is	algebraically	written	as:a2	+	b2	=	c2How	to	do	the	Pythagorean	theorem?Consider	a
right	triangle	above.Given	that:∠	ABC=	90°.Let	BD	be	the	perpendicular	line	to	the	side	AC.Similar	∆s:∆ADB	and	∆ABC	are	similar	triangles.From	the		similarity	rule,⇒	AD/AB	=	AB/AC⇒	AD	×	AC	=	(AB)	2	—————–	(i)Similarly;∆BDC	and	∆ABC	are	similar	triangles.	Therefore;⇒	DC/BC	=	BC/AC⇒	DC	×	AC	=	(BC)	2	—————–	(ii)By	combining
equation	(i)	and	(ii),	we	get,AD	×	AC	+		DC	×	AC	=	(AB)	2	+	(BC)	2⇒	(AD	+	DC)	×	AC	=	(AB)	2	+	(BC)	2⇒	(AC)2	=	(AB)	2	+	(BC)	2Therefore,	if	we	let	AC	=	c;	AB	=	b	and	BC	=	b,	then;⇒	c2	=	a2	+	b2There	are	many	demonstrations	of	the	Pythagorean	Theorem	given	by	different	mathematicians.Another	common	demonstration	is	to	draw	the	3
squares	in	such	a	way	that	they	form	a	right	triangle	in	between,	and	the	area	of	the	bigger	square	(the	one	at	hypotenuse)	is	equal	to	the	sum	of	the	area	of	the	smaller	two	squares	(the	ones	on	the	two	sides).Consider	the	3	squares	below:They	are	drawn	in	such	a	way	that	they	form	a	right	triangle.	We	can	write	their	areas	can	in	equation
form:Area	of	Square	III	=	Area	of	Square	I	+	Area	of	Square	IILet’s	suppose	the	length	of	square	I,	square	II,	and	square	III	are	a,	b	and	c,	respectively.Then,Area	of	Square	I	=	a	2Area	of	Square	II	=	b	2Area	of	Square	III	=	c	2Hence,	we	can	write	it	as:a	2	+	b	2	=	c	2which	is	a	Pythagorean	Theorem.The	Converse	of	the	Pythagorean	TheoremThe
converse	of	the	Pythagorean	theorem	is	a	rule	that	is	used	to	classify	triangles	as	either	right	triangle,	acute	triangle,	or	obtuse	triangle.Given	the	Pythagorean	Theorem,	a2	+	b2	=	c2,	then:For	an	acute	triangle,	c2	a2	+	b2,	where	c	is	the	side	opposite	the	obtuse	angle.Example	1Classify	a	triangle	whose	dimensions	are;	a	=	5	m,	b	=	7	m	and	c	=	9
m.SolutionAccording	to	the	Pythagorean	Theorem,	a2	+	b2	=	c2	then;a2	+	b2	=	52	+	72	=	25	+	49	=	74But,	c2	=	92	=	81Compare:	81	>	74Hence,	c2	>	a2	+	b2	(obtuse	triangle).Example	2Classify	a	triangle	whose	side	lengths	a,	b,	c,	are	8	mm,	15	mm,	and	17	mm,	respectively.Solutiona2	+	b2	=	82	+	152	=	64	+	225	=	289But,	c2	=	172	=
289Compare:289	=	289Therefore,	c2	=	a2	+	b2	(right	triangle).Example	3Classify	a	triangle	whose	side	lengths	are	given	as;11	in,	13	in,	and	17	in.Solutiona2	+	b2	=	112	+	132	=	121	+	169	=	290c2	=	172	=	289Compare:	289	<	290Hence,	c2	


