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Aba	wire	transfer

The	ABA	Routing	Number	was	created	in	1910	by	the	American	Bankers	Association	to	facilitate	processing	payments	between	banks	and	other	financial	institutions.	To	protect	your	ABA	Routing	Number,	you	need	to	keep	it	private.	Using	the	correct	ABA	number	reduces	the	risk	of	errors	in	the	funds	transfer.	It’s	important	to	confirm	you	are	using
the	correct	ABA	number	for	any	international	wire	transfers	to	the	US.	They	make	it	easier	for	those	processing	payments	to	pinpoint	the	destination	in	what	can	sometimes	be	a	confusing	web	of	accounts.	In	fact,	the	ABA	Routing	Number	is	primarily	used	for	automated	payments	and	transfers	between	two	financial	institutions.	If	you	have	a	US
bank	account	and	are	looking	to	transfer	money	to	a	UK	bank	account,	you	will	also	need	to	use	the	ABA	routing	number	for	your	bank’s	UK	operations.	In	the	US	these	transfers	are	sometimes	called	electronic	checks	or	echecks	-	it’s	the	same	thing.	However,	your	ABA	number	may	not	always	be	the	routing	number	in	that	position	on	checks.	Wise
may	save	you	money.	The	SWIFT	code	identifies	the	foreign	bank	involved	in	the	transfer.	They	can	provide	you	with	the	information	you	need.	The	different	digits	all	represent	something	particular:	the	first	4	once	indicated	the	location	of	the	bank,	although	this	isn’t	a	reliable	guide	any	more	the	next	4	refer	to	which	Federal	Reserve	bank	it	uses	to
process	its	transfers	the	ninth	digit	is	a	‘checksum’	that	validates	the	first	eight	digits	ABA	numbers	can	change	if	your	bank	is	taken	over	by	another	bank.	For	international	wire	transfers	to	the	US,	senders	will	need	to	provide	the	ABA	number	and	additional	details,	such	as	the	SWIFT	code.	With	routing	numbers,	banks	can	direct	the	payment	and
return	the	funds.	Meet	Wise,	a	quick	and	cheap	way	of	transferring	money	internationally.	Contact	the	bank	Another	way	to	get	the	ABA	number	is	to	contact	the	recipient’s	bank	directly.	How	do	EFT	payments	work?	As	such,	it	is	crucial	to	understand	how	the	ABA	Routing	Number	works	and	to	take	steps	to	protect	it.	The	benefits	of	EFT	payments
are	like	the	benefits	of	technology	generally:	paying	electronically	simplifies	the	process	for	you	and	cuts	down	on	administrative	costs.	A	routing	number	is	a	nine-digit	code	that	banks	use	to	identify	financial	institutions	when	transacting	with	them.	A	lot	of	times	your	bank	receives	this	and	fixes	it	all	in	the	background	for	you	without	even	letting
you	know,	so	there’s	not	much	to	worry	about.	Sometimes	you	don’t	have	to	use	them	right	away.	Your	wire	transfer	number	will	be	a	9-digit	code,	like	the	ABA	number	you	find	on	your	checks.	Bank	routing	ABA	numbers	guide	the	funds	you	are	sending	to	the	correct	financial	institution	during	the	transaction.	If	you	don’t	have	a	checkbook,	find	out
directly	from	your	bank	-	look	online,	or	give	them	a	call.	So	how	does	the	ABA	number	come	into	all	this?	But	to	transfer	money	internationally,	if	you’re	using	your	bank,	you’ll	normally	need	to	make	a	wire	transfer	as	the	ACH	system	is	US-only.	If	you’re	abroad,	that	can	be	prohibitive.	Because	ABA	routing	numbers	encompass	all	routing	numbers,
it	can	get	confusing.	This	guide	explains	what	the	ABA	number	is,	how	it	works,	and	how	you	can	locate	and	use	it	for	transactions	involving	US	banks.	It	is	important	to	remember	that	a	bank	may	have	different	ABA	numbers.	Destination	Once	the	funds	reach	the	intended	bank,	they	are	processed	and	deposited	into	the	recipient’s	account.	You	can
do	this	by	contacting	the	bank’s	customer	service	or	checking	the	bank’s	website.	To	receive	a	payment,	you’ll	have	to	provide	further	information	as	well	as	the	routing	number	that	can	identify	you	as	an	individual.	This	number	directs	the	payment	to	the	appropriate	regional	Federal	Reserve	Bank	and	then	to	the	recipient’s	local	bank.	Is	the	ABA
the	routing	number?	They	can	also	look	in	their	checkbook	as	ABA	routing	numbers	are	often	on	the	bottom	left	corner	of	checks.	This	also	allows	you	to	confirm	the	ABA	number	the	recipient	sent	you.	What	about	routing	numbers	on	checks?	Another	benefit	of	having	an	ABA	routing	number	in	the	UK	is	that	it	can	improve	security.	On	the	other
hand,	an	ABA	is	used	to	identify	financial	institutions	within	the	US,	with	additional	eligibility	conditions.	No,	an	ABA	number	is	not	the	same	as	an	account	number.	An	ABA	routing	number	is	a	nine-digit	code,	while	the	US	routing	number	is	an	eight-digit	code.	Learn	what	a	routing	number	is,	how	to	use	it,	and	how	to	avoid	fees	and	delays.	If	you’re
receiving	a	domestic	wire	transfer	within	the	US,	you	might	need	to	give	your	payer	a	different	routing	number	than	the	one	on	your	checkbook.	First,	while	both	are	nine	digits	long,	sort	codes	are	arranged	in	six-digit	pairs,	which	makes	them	easy	to	read,	whereas	ABA	routing	numbers	follow	a	more	complex	pattern.	The	ABA	number	is	a	specific
code	used	to	identify	banks	for	routing	transactions.	If	you	end	up	giving	out	the	wrong	routing	number	-	giving	the	ACH	instead	of	the	wire	routing	number,	for	example	-	then	the	payment	might	not	go	through.	It’s	also	important	to	be	aware	of	potential	scams.	With	an	ABA	routing	number,	businesses	can	streamline	their	payments	and	make	them
more	efficient.	And	with	a	borderless	multi-currency	account	with	Wise,	you	can	store	your	money	in	dozens	of	currencies,	receive	money	locally	in	the	US,	the	UK,	Europe	and	Australia,	and	send	money	out	to	dozens	of	countries	as	well.	What’s	the	difference	between	an	ACH	and	an	ABA	routing	number?	What’s	a	check	payment?	How	does	a
domestic	wire	transfer	work?	They	designed	the	ABA	Routing	Number	system	to	reduce	the	chances	of	errors	in	processing	payments	and	to	simplify	the	process.	Sources:	Sources	checked	on	28	October	2022	*Please	see	terms	of	use	and	product	availability	for	your	region	or	visit	Wise	fees	and	pricing	for	the	most	up	to	date	pricing	and	fee
information.This	publication	is	provided	for	general	information	purposes	and	does	not	constitute	legal,	tax	or	other	professional	advice	from	Wise	Payments	Limited	or	its	subsidiaries	and	its	affiliates,	and	it	is	not	intended	as	a	substitute	for	obtaining	advice	from	a	financial	advisor	or	any	other	professional.We	make	no	representations,	warranties	or
guarantees,	whether	expressed	or	implied,	that	the	content	in	the	publication	is	accurate,	complete	or	up	to	date.	They	will	provide	an	accurate	ABA	number	for	your	transactions.	Additionally,	keep	a	record	of	all	payments	and	transfers.	If	that	does	happen,	you’ll	need	to	make	sure	everyone	you	regularly	pay	-	and	everyone	who	pays	you	-	has	the
new	number.	Eight	digitThis	one	shows	the	Federal	Reserve	district	the	bank	is	in.	An	ABA	number	and	a	wire	transfer	have	different	roles	in	money	transfers.	This	number	guides	the	international	banking	system	to	the	specific	bank	of	your	recipient,	initiating	the	transfer	process.	Seventh	digitThis	one	represents	the	Federal	Reserve	Bank	check
processing	center	originally	allocated	to	the	bank.	FAQs	for	ABA	numbers	Do	UK	banks	have	an	ABA	number?	If	you	need	clarity	on	these	matters,	don’t	hesitate	to	get	in	touch	with	a	customer	service	agent	from	your	bank.	You	can	also	find	out	your	ABA	number	by	visiting	your	bank’s	website	and	going	to	the	direct	deposit	or	ACH	section.	The
principle	of	international	wire	transfers	is	exactly	the	same	as	for	domestic	ones,	but	the	process	is	a	lot	more	complicated	and	often	involves	intermediary	banks	connecting	the	sender	to	the	receiver.	And	some	American	banks	don’t	offer	transfers	online	at	all,	meaning	that	you	have	to	make	a	special	trip	to	your	local	branch	to	sort	it	out.	Therefore,
it’s	no	surprise	that	these	numbers	may	sometimes	be	called	check	routing	numbers	or	routing	transit	numbers	(RTNs).	The	best	and	most	reliable	way	to	find	your	ABA	Routing	Number	is	to	contact	your	bank	or	credit	union.	You	might	need	to	give	them	your	bank’s	SWIFT	code	instead,	which	you	can	find	out	from	them	or	look	up	online.	Bottom
line	All-in-all,	the	ABA	number	is	very	helpful	when	trying	to	make	sure	that	funds	are	sent	to	the	right	person/establishment	and	more	specifically,	the	right	account.	If	it’s	your	first	time,	you’re	better	off	going	to	your	bank	in	person,	or	through	their	drive-thru	if	they	offer	it,	to	pay	the	money	from	the	check	into	your	bank	account.	What	is	the
difference	between	ABA	and	SWIFT	code?	For	example,	if	someone	asks	you	for	your	ABA	Routing	Number,	verify	their	identity	before	sharing	it.	If	you	lose	your	ABA	Routing	Number,	you	must	immediately	contact	your	bank	or	credit	union.	Sending	money	through	your	bank	-	or	through	a	normal	money	transfer	service	-	means	that	you	can	get
stuck	paying	4-5%	more	through	poor	exchange	rates,	not	to	mention	costly	fixed	fees.	This	might	mean	that	your	wire	transfer	ABA	number	is	different	to	the	one	you’ll	use	for	ACH	transfers.	Some	banks	also	have	differing	ABA	numbers	depending	on	the	purpose⁴.	If	your	bank	does	have	a	special	ACH	number,	it	might	start	with	digits	between	61
and	72.	If	you	are	unsure	whether	or	not	your	recipient’s	bank	requires	an	ABA	routing	number	for	an	international	wire	transfer,	you	can	check	with	your	bank	or	the	recipient’s	bank	to	be	sure.	With	an	ACH	direct	deposit,	someone	else	can	pay	you.	What	are	ABA	routing	numbers?	It’s	a	book	of	these	slips	that	you	can	fill	out	and	sign	when	you
need	to	pay	people.	If	you’re	receiving	an	international	wire	transfer,	you	might	need	to	provide	a	SWIFT	code	rather	than	a	routing	number.	•	Next	four	digits:	These	are	specific	to	the	bank	itself.	What	are	they	for?	Therefore,	routing	numbers	are	not	crucial	for	ACH	debits.	Banks	often	provide	customers	with	a	checkbook.	•	What	is	the	difference
between	ABA	and	a	wire	transfer?	Stick	with	us	as	we	explain	what	an	ABA	number	is,	what	makes	it	similar	or	different	from	a	routing	number,	where	you	can	find	it	and	how	it	works.	This	mistake	can	cause	the	payment	or	transfer	to	be	sent	to	the	wrong	financial	institution,	resulting	in	delays	and	potential	fees.	To	ensure	the	money	is	sent
accurately,	you	would	use	Bank	of	America’s	ABA	number	specific	to	that	branch.	This	is	also	the	case	because	banks	can	set	their	own	exchange	rates	-	you’ll	likely	have	to	put	up	with	an	unfavourable	exchange	rate,	and	that	can	cost	you	just	as	much	or	more	than	the	fixed	fees.	The	result	must	equal	the	checksum,	or	else	the	transaction	will	be
flagged	and	redirected	to	manual	processing.	What	should	I	know	about	wire	routing	numbers?	The	ABA	number	also	simplifies	the	movement	of	money,	since	these	movements	can	be	classified	according	to	their	purpose/nature.	How	does	it	work?	When	you	make	a	payment,	it’s	initially	sent	to	the	routing	number.	This	guide	will	explain	the
differences	between	them	all.	An	ABA	–	also	called	as	a	routing	number	–	is	used	to	identify	banks	in	the	United	States.	The	closest	bank	with	the	name	is	located	in	Cambodia	–	which	is	backed	by	the	National	Bank	of	Canada.	Likely,	it	will	be	the	same	9	digit	number	you	find	on	your	checkbook.	Let’s	say	you	need	to	send	money	to	a	friend’s	bank
account	in	New	York.	It’s	important	to	note	that	the	ABA	Routing	Number	can	vary	from	one	bank	or	credit	union	to	another,	so	it’s	essential	to	make	sure	you’re	using	the	correct	ABA	Routing	Number	for	the	bank	or	credit	union	with	whom	you’re	working.	Is	ABA	code	the	same	as	SWIFT	code?	It	may	even	be	the	same	as	the	number	found	on	your
checks	—	but	some	banks	choose	to	use	different	routing	numbers	for	different	types	of	payments.	To	send	money	internationally	from	the	UK	to	the	US,	you	will	need	the	ABA	routing	number	for	the	transfer.	The	most	common	format	is	the	nine-digit	hyphenated	code.	What	different	kinds	of	payment	methods	and	routing	numbers	are	there	in	the
United	States?	Find	your	bank's	routing	number	for	domestic	or	international	wire	transfers	with	Wise.	To	prevent	losing	your	ABA	routing	numbers,	remember	the	common	mistakes	people	make	and	the	tips	we’ve	shared	on	how	to	avoid	those	mistakes.	Payment	processing	companies	use	this	code	to	identify	financial	institutions	when	processing
payments	such	as	direct	deposits	and	wire	transfers.	The	ABA	Routing	Number,	also	known	as	the	American	Bankers	Association	routing	number,	is	a	unique	nine-digit	code	assigned	to	financial	institutions	in	the	United	States.	Unlike	a	check,	a	debit	does	not	include	the	amount	being	transferred.	Financial	institutions	also	use	the	ABA	Routing
Number	To	verify	the	customer’s	identity	when	making	online	payments	and	transfers.	Second,	sort	codes	are	only	used	by	banks	in	the	UK,	whereas	ABA	routing	numbers	can	be	used	by	financial	institutions	worldwide.	However,	some	US-based	banks	may	have	operations	in	the	UK	and	use	ABA	routing	numbers	for	their	UK	customers.	In	these
cases,	if	your	account	number	is	correct	and	you	just	used	the	wrong	type	of	routing	number,	but	for	your	correct	bank,	then	you	might	end	up	receiving	something	called	a	Notification	of	Change	(NOC)	informing	you	that	the	supplied	details	were	wrong	and	should	be	corrected	for	future	payments.	A	wire	is	normally	much	faster	than	an	ACH
transfer,	and	is	completed	within	several	hours,	or,	at	the	very	least,	on	the	same	business	day	as	long	as	you	make	your	bank’s	cutoff	times.	What	are	its	benefits?	The	MICR	font	also	enables	check	deposit	by	submitting	a	photo	of	the	check.	ABA,	EFT,	ACH	–	still	not	sure	about	what	do	they	mean?	Each	American	bank	has	its	own	ABA	number,	so
they’re	sometimes	just	called	bank	routing	numbers.	And	they	can	sometimes	be	an	inconvenience,	with	many	American	banks	not	offering	wire	transfers	online.	But	there’s	a	chance	that	a	bank	will	be	able	to	process	the	payment	anyway	if	you	give	the	ACH	routing	number	instead	of	the	wire	routing	number.	Without	it,	it	would	be	difficult	to
process	payments	electronically.	ABA	stands	for	American	Bankers’	Association,	a	trade	association	founded	in	1875	to	represent	the	interests	of	various	players	in	the	US	Banking	industry¹.	The	ABA	Routing	Number	is	primarily	used	to	make	payments	and	transfers	between	financial	institutions.	This	article	will	take	a	closer	look	at	the	ABA	Routing
Number	and	uncover	its	mysteries.	The	most	common	mistake	is	entering	the	wrong	ABA	Routing	Number.	Where	can	you	find	your	ABA	number?	Therefore,	where	there	are	variations	in	rules	applied	in	say	direct	deposits,	electronic	bill	payments,	etc.,	they	can	be	exercised	in	a	faster	and	more	organized	manner.	Is	ABA	number	the	same	thing	as	a
routing	number?	As	a	result,	you	can	prevent	fraud	and	improve	security	overall.	Check	the	bank’s	website	You	can	visit	the	bank’s	official	website	to	find	the	ABA	routing	number.	What	they	all	have	in	common	is	that	they	begin	with	the	payer	applying	for	and	authorizing	the	payment.	ABA	numbers	play	a	crucial	role	in	international	money	transfers
to	the	US.	Your	ABA	number	is	usually	accompanied	by	your	account	number	as	the	information	given	to	whoever	is	trying	to	issue	a	payment.	Yet,	despite	its	importance,	many	people	are	unaware	of	what	an	ABA	Routing	Number	is,	what	it’s	used	for,	and	how	to	find	and	protect	it.	The	account	number	specifies	the	individual	account	within	that
bank	to	where	the	funds	should	be	sent.	You’ll	want	to	check	your	online	banking	or	with	your	bank	to	confirm.	However,	it’s	possible	that	it	may	be	different.	You	should	know	the	key	differences	between	ABA	routing	numbers	and	sort	codes	if	you’re	transferring	money	between	US	and	UK	accounts.	Is	an	ABA	the	same	as	an	account	number?	The
ABA	Routing	Number	is	a	vital	part	of	the	banking	system.	The	9-digit	routing	number	on	your	checks	is	an	ABA	routing	number.	How	do	ABA	numbers	work	for	international	transfers?	You	can	generally	use	this	for	paper	transfers,	electronic	checks	or	deductions,	and	possibly	-	not	necessarily	-	for	other	sorts	of	transfers.	An	ABA	number	in	a	way
points	financial	institutions	to	where	they	should	find	your	account.	This	nine-number	code	helps	banks	in	the	process	of	transferring	money	domestically	between	accounts	for	different	kinds	of	transactions,	for	example,	direct	deposit	or	bank	transfers.	Ninth	digitThis	represents	the	checksum,	a	complex	mathematical	expression	of	the	first	eight
digits.	Essentially,	the	ABA	number	acts	like	an	address	for	the	bank	while	the	wire	transfer	is	the	actual	movement	of	money	between	accounts.	Wise	actually	is	unusual	in	the	fact	that	they	use	the	US-based	ACH	system	for	your	international	payments,	which	could	well	work	out	cheaper	for	you.	Check	directly	with	your	bank	to	make	sure	you	have
all	the	details	required	to	allow	you	to	receive	your	wire	payment	safely.	Send	money	internationally	like	a	local	What	is	an	ABA	number?	What	is	an	ACH	payment?	There	are	also	other	online	platforms,	such	as	Wise,	where	you	can	find	the	ABA	numbers	for	a	wide	range	of	banks.	What	is	an	ABA	number?	The	term	“routing	number”	isn’t	commonly
used	in	the	UK.	The	first	two	digits	indicate	the	Federal	Reserve	Bank	district	where	the	bank	is	located.	Fifth	and	six	digitsThese	indicate	which	Federal	Reserve	Bank	the	institution’s	electronic	and	wire	transfers	will	go	through.	Domestic	wire	transfers	are	time-honored	ways	to	get	your	money	from	one	bank	to	another,	but	banks	often	charge
considerably	for	the	service.	If	it	isn’t	clear	to	you,	make	sure	you	call	your	bank	and	confirm³.	The	main	difference	between	the	ABA	and	US	routing	numbers	is	that	the	ABA	routing	number	is	used	for	both	electronic	and	paper	transactions.	Some	banks	have	a	different	wire	routing	number	depending	on	whether	the	payment	is	being	received	in	a
foreign	currency,	USD,	or	an	unknown	currency.	What	is	the	wire	transfer	ABA	number?	In	short,	it’s	a	yes	and	no.	Financial	institutions	can	use	the	ABA	routing	number	to	verify	a	business’s	identity	when	making	a	payment.	These	numbers	are	usually	printed	in	magnetic	ink	or	at	least	in	magnetic	ink	character	recognition	code	(MICR)	font	to	make
them	easier	to	detect	by	computers	and	other	specialized	machines.	Where	can	you	find	an	ABA	number?	Routing	numbers	are	a	bit	like	postal	codes	-	but	for	banks.	Most	banks	and	credit	unions	display	their	ABA	Routing	Numbers	on	their	website.	The	ABA	number	will	be	in	the	bottom	left	corner	of	your	checks.	•	Is	the	ABA	number	the	same	thing
as	a	routing	number?	EFTs	encompass:	credit	and	debit	card	payments	direct	deposit	payments	many	payments	via	online	banking	most	wire	transfers	other	methods	EFT	is	a	very	broad	term	-	the	main	point	is	simply	that	no	bills	or	coins	are	exchanged.	The	ABA	Routing	Number	can	be	displayed	in	different	formats.	•	How	do	ABA	numbers	work	for
international	transfers?	Once	you’ve	ordered	a	wire	transfer,	your	bank	will	connect	with	the	destination	bank	and	transfer	the	funds.	How	do	ABA	numbers	work?	The	ABA	number	will	direct	the	electronic	transfers	to	the	correct	bank	and	branch.	As	we’ve	seen,	this	number	is	a	sensitive	piece	of	information	that	anyone	can	use	to	access	your	bank
account	and	make	payments	or	transfers	without	your	knowledge.	However,	you’ll	want	to	keep	in	mind	that	the	numbers	discussed	in	this	article	refer	to	your	bank,	not	to	you	personally.	Finally,	each	bank	has	only	one	sort	code,	whereas	a	single	bank	may	have	multiple	ABA	routing	numbers	depending	on	their	services	and	location.	Check	with
your	bank	about	what	they	use,	or	you	can	look	it	up	online.	In	this	article	•	What	is	routing	number	ABA?	Check	and	ACH	routing	numbers	are	often	the	same,	but	not	always.	Check	out	our	glossary	here.	If	you	receive	a	check,	take	it	down	to	your	bank	and	you’ll	be	able	to	pay	it	into	your	account	(sometimes	called	“cashing	a	check”)	with	the	help
of	a	bank	teller.	The	recipient	can	easily	find	this	number	on	their	bank	statements	or	by	logging	into	their	online	banking	account	where	it’s	often	displayed.	So	if	you’re	not	in	a	rush,	an	ACH	payment	might	be	a	good	option.	It	is	often	referred	to	as	an	ABA	routing	number,	US	routing	number,	or	Routing	Transit	Number	(RTN).	ABA	numbers	are
used	for	transactions	with	US	banks.	It	is	also	important	to	double-check	the	payment	or	transfer	before	you	submit	it.	How	does	the	ABA	number	work?	*Please	see	terms	of	use	and	product	availability	for	your	region	or	visit	Wise	fees	and	pricing	for	the	most	up	to	date	pricing	and	fee	information.This	publication	is	provided	for	general	information
purposes	and	does	not	constitute	legal,	tax	or	other	professional	advice	from	Wise	Payments	Limited	or	its	subsidiaries	and	its	affiliates,	and	it	is	not	intended	as	a	substitute	for	obtaining	advice	from	a	financial	advisor	or	any	other	professional.We	make	no	representations,	warranties	or	guarantees,	whether	expressed	or	implied,	that	the	content	in
the	publication	is	accurate,	complete	or	up	to	date.	•	How	do	ABA	numbers	work?	A	wire	transfer	is	a	method	of	sending	money	electronically,	which	often	uses	the	ABA	number	to	direct	funds.	In	short:	All	ACH	routing	numbers	are	ABA	routing	numbers	All	domestic	wire	routing	numbers	are	ABA	routing	numbers	Not	all	ABA	routing	numbers	are
paper/electronic	check	routing	numbers,	but	some	are	Not	all	ABA	routing	numbers	are	ACH	routing	numbers,	but	some	are	Not	all	ABA	routing	numbers	are	wire	routing	numbers,	but	some	are	Sometimes,	depending	on	the	bank,	the	ACH,	paper	check,	and	domestic	wire	routing	numbers	are	all	the	same,	but	they	can	also	be	different	Most	of	the
time	the	ACH	and	paper	check	routing	numbers	are	the	same,	but	in	rare	cases,	they’re	actually	different	It’s	not	uncommon	to	have	separate	routing	numbers	for	ACH	and	wire	transfers	ABA	(American	Bankers	Association)	routing	numbers	Your	bank’s	ABA	routing	number	will	be	9	digits	long.	ABA	numbers	are	codes	assigned	to	banks	by	the
American	Bankers	Association.	So	the	bank	balances	change,	but	they	communicate	electronically,	and	there’s	no	physical	movement	of	money.	EFT	stands	for	Electronic	Funds	Transfer,	and	it	refers	to	any	payment	from	one	bank	account	to	another	that’s	made	electronically.	There	are	a	few	different	ways	in	which	you	can	find	the	ABA	number	you
should	use:	If	you	need	the	ABA	number	for	an	institution	where	you	have	a	checking	account,	you	can	find	it	in	your	checkbook.	In	case	a	bank	closes	or	is	taken	up	in	a	merger	or	acquisition,	you	might	receive	new	ABA	numbers.	Don’t	fall	into	a	common	trap:	sometimes	banks	require	you	to	use	different	routing	numbers	for	different	sorts	of
transfers.	You	can	use	these	methods	to	find	an	ABA	number:	Ask	the	recipient	You	can	ask	the	recipient	for	the	ABA	number	of	their	bank.	Checks	used	to	be	very	common,	but	are	less	popular	today	because	of	the	rise	of	electronic	payment	methods.	There	are	many	different	types	of	EFT	payments,	so	you’ll	encounter	them	in	contexts	that	will	feel
very	different	from	each	other	-	from	buying	groceries	to	receiving	your	salary.	Without	the	correct	ABA	routing	number,	there’s	a	risk	that	your	funds	will	be	misrouted.	SWIFT	codes	and	ABA	numbers	are	both	used	to	identify	the	bank	where	the	recipient	has	an	account.	So…	many…	acronyms!	If	you’re	head’s	in	a	spin	trying	to	work	out	whether
you	need	an	ABA	number	or	an	ACH	number,	or	what	the	best	way	is	for	you	to	transfer	your	money	-	either	within	the	USA	or	abroad	-	then	this	article	will	talk	you	through	the	different	methods	of	making	payments,	and	the	different	sorts	of	bank	codes	that	you	need	for	each	of	them.	They	will	be	able	to	provide	you	with	the	information	you	need	to
get	your	ABA	Routing	Number	back.	If	there	will	be	a	transfer	via	electronic	check	or	ACH,	then	you	can	find	this	ABA	number	in	the	bottom	left	corner	of	your	checkbook.	This	sequence	uniquely	identifies	the	bank	within	the	Federal	Reserve’s	system.	If	you	want	to	make	a	money	transfer	using	your	bank,	there	are	2	main	methods:	One	is	with	a
wire	transfer;	The	other	is	with	an	Automated	Clearing	House	(ACH)	payment	ACH	transfers	are	a	type	of	electronic	transfers	(EFT)	designed	for	relatively	small	payments,	perhaps	made	regularly	-	direct	debits	and	direct	deposits.	You	may	continue	using	the	old	numbers	indefinitely,	or	at	least	until	request	for	new	checks	and	services.	In	this	case,
your	wire	routing	number	might	be	different	to	the	number	found	on	your	checks.	This	is	the	number	you’ll	need	for	electronic	and	ACH	payments.	However,	wires	can	sometimes	be	difficult	to	make	and	can	be	quite	expensive,	so	there’s	more	information	on	wire	transfers	below	-	and	also	on	non-bank	alternatives	like	Wise.	If	you’ve	registered	for
online	banking	with	your	bank,	you	can	log	into	your	account	and	find	the	ABA	number.	You’ll	need	to	check	directly	with	your	bank	what	number	you	should	give	-	it	might	be	the	same	as	the	ACH	number	and/or	the	routing	number	on	your	checkbook,	but	it	might	not.	Is	an	ABA	the	same	as	a	sort	code?	An	American	Bankers	Association	number,	or
ABA	number,	is	a	nine-digit	code	that	is	an	identifier	for	financial	institutions	in	the	US.	Never	give	out	your	ABA	Routing	Number	unless	you	are	absolutely	sure	of	the	person’s	identity	and	the	purpose	of	the	payment	or	transfer.	Instead,	it’s	simply	an	instruction	that	the	financial	institution	can	use	to	make	a	transfer.	Finally,	use	a	secure	website
when	making	payments	or	transfers.	This	code	will	ensure	that	the	money	you	are	sending	arrives	at	the	right	bank.	To	know	how	long	these	transfers	can	take,	you	can	check	the	bank	transfer	details	for	international	transfers.	Some	banks	may	use	different	ABA	numbers	for	international	wire	transfers.	The	main	practical	difference	between	ACH
payments	and	wire	transfers	is	that	banks	process	ACH	payments	in	batch,	rather	than	individually.	By	using	an	ABA	routing	number,	companies	can	ensure	that	they	only	deal	with	legitimate	businesses	when	making	payments.	While	these	different	terms	can	become	confusing,	they	all	mean	the	ABA	number.	However,	they’re	still	an	essential	part
of	how	the	system	works.	Their	smart	new	technology	connects	local	bank	accounts	all	over	the	world	and	customers	sending	money	both	ways.	It	is	calculated	through	a	specific	formula	using	the	first	eight	digits.	UK	banks	utilise	sort	codes	to	identify	banks	and	their	branches.	The	ABA	Routing	Number	is	a	crucial	financial	tool	that	allows
customers	to	make	electronic	payments	and	transfers.	The	ABA	number	identifies	US	federal	or	state	chartered	financial	institutions	that	can	maintain	an	account	at	a	Federal	Reserve	Bank².	Here’s	how	they	work:	Initiation	To	start	the	transfer,	you’ll	need	to	provide	the	recipient’s	ABA	number	along	with	other	necessary	banking	details.	Both
identify	banks	and	financial	institutions	in	the	United	States.	The	same	thing	happens	in	each	country	Wise	operates	in	-	which	cuts	down	on	expensive	international	transfer	fees.	But	you	must	check	with	your	bank	whether	you	can	use	the	same	number	for	electronic	transfers,	or	if	you	need	a	different	one	-	this	different	routing	number	might	be
known	as	an	ACH	number.	You	may	find	that	the	ABA	number	assigned	to	wire	transfers	is	different	from	the	one	used	for	electronic	bill	payments,	or	even	direct	deposits.	Consequently,	the	ABA	routing	number	provides	a	consistent	way	for	companies	to	identify	themselves	when	making	payments.	You	will	need	an	ABA	number	whenever	you	want
to	send	money	to	the	US,	whether	you	are	paying	bills	or	making	a	wire	transfer.	A	check	is	a	written	instruction	-	generally	a	small	piece	of	paper	-	ordering	the	transfer	of	a	certain	amount	of	money	from	one	bank	account	to	another.	Essentially,	the	ABA	number	acts	like	an	address	for	the	bank	while	the	wire	…	An	ABA	routing	number	is	often
referred	to	as	simply	a	routing	number	or	a	US	routing	number,	while	some	banks	and	financial	institutions	may	recognise	the	code	as	a	bank	routing	number	or	a	Routing	Transit	Number	(RTN).	These	transactions	can	include	direct	deposits,	wire	transfers,	automatic	payments,	and	more.	There’s	a	chance	that	you	might	be	able	to	cash	it	an	ATM,
but	that’s	a	bit	more	complicated.	If	you’re	receiving	a	wire	transfer	from	another	country,	you	might	not	need	a	routing	number	at	all.	How	does	an	international	wire	transfer	work?	•	Ninth	digit:	This	is	the	checksum,	used	to	verify	the	accuracy	of	the	routing	number.	Or	they	might	be	the	same.	The	ABA	routing	number	that	you’ll	find	on	your
checkbook	will	be	fine	for	paper	check	transfers.	Also,	check	the	security	measures	of	any	website	you	use	to	make	payments	or	transfers.	Here	is	what	the	nine	digits	in	the	ABA	number	mean:	•	First	four	digits:	This	is	the	Federal	Reserve	Routing	Symbol.	Numerous	websites	provide	this	information	for	the	most	prominent	and	well-known	financial
institutions.	ACH	(Automated	Clearing	House)	routing	numbers	In	part	because	an	ACH	routing	number	is	also	categorized	as	an	ABA	number,	your	bank’s	ACH	routing	number	is	the	same	format	as	the	ABA	number.	And	while	they	can	be	used	by	anyone	who	wants	to	make	payments,	banks	can’t	operate	without	routing	numbers.	What’s	an	EFT
payment?	Like	how	your	account	number	identifies	your	bank	account,	the	ABA	routing	number	identifies	specific	banks	within	the	network	of	US	financial	institutions.	That	money	is	credited	to	the	receiving	bank,	which	pays	the	beneficiary.	Your	ABA	number	will	most	likely	rely	on	the	bank	location	where	you	opened	your	account.	In	U.S.	banking
terms,	there	is	no	such	thing	as	a	bank	called	ABA	–	it	is	rather	related	to	ABA	codes.	However,	they	also	cost	a	lot	less.	Financial	institutions	use	it	to	identify	the	bank	or	credit	union	processing	the	payment	or	transfer.	Wise	does	everything	online	and	uses	the	only	real	exchange	rate	-	like	the	one	you’ll	find	on	Google	-	and	only	charges	one
transparent,	low	fee.	It	varies	from	bank	to	bank,	but	they	may	have	different	numbers	for	paper	transfers,	electronic	transfers	and	wire	transfers.	It’s	also	a	good	idea	to	make	it	a	habit	to	check	your	bank	account	regularly	to	ensure	that	all	payments	and	transfers	have	passed	through	successfully.	For	example,	ensure	the	website	is	secure	and	uses
encryption	to	protect	your	personal	information.	The	third	digit	indicates	the	Federal	Reserve	check	processing	centre	assigned	to	an	institution	within	a	Federal	Reserve	district.	From	there,	the	payment	is	sent	to	the	account	of	the	designated	financial	institution.	There	are	lots	of	different	banks	in	the	US,	but	they’re	all	connected	together	via	a
system	of	numbers	they	call	‘routing	numbers’.	Which	means	customers	in	America	send	money	to	Wise’s	bank	account	in	the	US,	and	then	customers	wanting	to	send	money	to	America	use	that	same	money	going	the	other	way.	This	step	involves	checking	the	accuracy	of	the	routing	information	and	confirming	the	legitimacy	of	the	receiving	bank.
Which	means	that	an	ACH	routing	number	is	also	9	digits	long.	The	ABA	number	is	made	up	of	five	parts,	each	with	its	own	purpose:	PartPurpose	First	four	digitsThese	represent	the	bank’s	physical	location.	The	ABA	Routing	Number	is	a	nine-digit	code	consisting	of	two	parts:	digits	1	through	4	indicate	the	banks’	location,	and	the	last	five	identify
the	specific	bank	or	credit	union.	Both	are	done	with	ACH	transfers.	It	is	usually	listed	in	the	FAQ	or	help	section	of	the	website.	To	send	money	to	a	US	bank	account,	you	will	need	the	recipient’s	name,	account	number,	bank	name,	and	ABA	number.	You’ll	also	need	a	new	check	book.	As	a	result,	they’re	also	crucial	to	the	operations	of	any	business
or	individual	that	uses	banking	services.	Check	directly	with	your	bank	to	make	sure	you	have	the	correct	ABA	routing	number	for	wire	transfers.	A	routing	number	is	used	to	direct	the	funds	to	the	right	place.	The	ABA	Routing	Number	is	a	vital	part	of	the	banking	system,	and	it	is	crucial	to	understand	how	it	works	and	to	take	steps	to	protect	it.	For
example,	it	can	be	shown	as	a	nine-digit	code,	a	nine-digit	hyphenated	code,	or	a	nine-digit	hyphenated	code	with	extra	digits.	Routing	If	the	verification	is	successful,	the	funds	are	routed	based	on	the	ABA	number.	UK	banks	do	not	have	ABA	routing	numbers	as	these	are	specific	to	US	financial	institutions.	An	ABA	number	is	the	same	as	a	routing
number.	Just	like	5	digit	zip	codes,	these	9-digit	routing	numbers	aren’t	unique	to	you.	The	routing	number	might	be	different	again	if	you’re	making	a	wire	transfer.	The	ABA	Routing	Number	is	a	powerful	tool	that	can	help	you	to	make	payments	and	transfers	safely	and	securely.	•	Where	can	you	find	an	ABA	number?	If	all	you	want	to	do	is	make	a
quick	and	easy	and	cheap	international	transfer,	Wise	can	help	you.	With	this,	they	can	ensure	that	payments	and	transfers	reach	the	right	person	and	that	the	customer’s	identity	is	protected.	However	you	choose	to	send	your	money,	good	luck	in	navigating	the	complex	world	of	ETFs	and	routing	numbers	-	and	don’t	let	the	banks	get	in	the	way	of
your	transfer.	Instead,	banks	use	sort	codes	to	identify	themselves.	In	addition,	you	can	find	your	ABA	Routing	Number	just	by	searching	online.	You	can	call	or	email	the	bank’s	customer	service.	Making	living	internationally	a	lot	easier.	No	mark-ups	on	the	exchange	rate,	you	only	pay	what’s	shown	to	you	on	the	screen⁵.	In	addition,	banks	use	the
ABA	Routing	Number	to	verify	customer	bank	accounts	when	setting	up	automatic	payments	or	transfers.	Take	a	look	at	Wise	-	more	on	this,	later.	No,	an	ABA	number	is	not	the	same	as	a	sort	code.	If	you	send	a	wire	transfer	to	a	country	part	of	the	SWIFT	network,	you	will	need	to	provide	a	SWIFT	code	in	addition	to	the	ABA	routing	number.	While
you	don’t	generally	need	the	ABA	routing	number	for	an	international	wire	transfer,	there	are	a	few	exceptions.	If	you	need	a	routing	number	for	an	ACH	transfer,	or	especially	for	a	wire	transfer,	check	with	your	bank	first.	On	the	other	hand,	the	US	routing	number	is	only	used	for	electronic	transactions.	However,	as	we	mentioned	above,	it’s
important	to	know	if	your	bank	uses	a	different	routing	number	for	different	payment	types.	However,	while	ABA	numbers	are	used	domestically,	SWIFT	codes	are	used	when	you	transfer	money	internationally.	Are	you	looking	for	low-fee⁵	transfers	overseas?	For	domestic	wire	transfers	in	the	US,	senders	will	need	to	provide	the	ABA	number.	This
process	is	the	main	purpose	of	routing	numbers,	making	them	essential	for	any	financial	transaction.	It	is	essential	to	protect	your	ABA	Routing	Number.	Financial	institutions	use	this	format	on	checks,	other	documents,	and	automated	payment	systems.	When	using	your	ABA	Routing	Number,	it	is	vital	to	make	sure	you	enter	it	correctly.		Need	to
send	money	abroad?	An	ABA	number	is	a	nine-digit	code	to	identify	banks	in	the	US,	while	a	sort	code	is	a	six-digit	code	to	identify	banks	in	the	UK.	The	fourth	digit	represents	the	state	within	the	district	where	the	bank	is	located.	What	is	the	difference	between	ABA	number	and	a	wire	transfer?	What	do	I	need	them	for?	Some	banks	may	also	require
an	IBAN	(International	Bank	Account	Number)	or	BIC	(Bank	Identifier	Code)	when	sending	an	international	wire	transfer.	Your	friend	banks	with	a	specific	branch	of	Bank	of	America	in	Manhattan.	If	you’re	looking	for	your	ABA	Routing	Number,	there	are	several	methods	you	can	use	to	find	it.	What’s	the	difference	between	ABA	and	wire?	With	this
step,	you’ll	be	confident	the	payment	or	transfer	is	going	to	the	right	person	or	financial	institution.	However,	if	you	cannot	contact	your	bank	or	credit	union,	you	can	also	find	your	ABA	Routing	Number	on	your	chequebook	or	your	bank’s	website.	With	many	banks,	you’ll	need	to	go	into	a	branch	to	request	a	transfer	-	at	least	for	your	very	first	one.
One	of	the	main	benefits	of	having	an	ABA	routing	number	in	the	UK	is	that	it	makes	payment	processing	more	straightforward.	For	example:	With	an	ACH	direct	debit,	you	authorize	another	person	or	organization	to	take	money	from	your	bank	account	on	a	regular	basis.	Do	not	share	your	ABA	Routing	Number	with	anyone,	even	if	they	claim	to	be
from	your	bank	or	credit	union.	The	ABA	number	will	generally	start	with	2	digits	between	00	and	12.	Sending	money	internationally	to	or	from	the	US?	Depending	on	their	location	within	the	United	States,	a	bank	can	have	several	ABA	numbers.	Verification	Once	you	initiate	the	transfer,	your	bank	uses	the	ABA	number	to	ensure	the	funds	are	sent
to	the	right	place.	No,	they	are	not	the	same.	SWIFT	codes	are	used	for	international	transactions	between	banks	across	different	countries.	An	ABA	number	is	a	nine-digit	code	used	to	identify	financial	institutions	in	the	United	States.	However,	it	is	crucial	to	always	check	multiple	sources	and	confirm	with	a	customer	support	representative	that	you
are	using	the	right	ABA	number	before	issuing	a	payment.	Using	these	numbers,	there	are	several	different	ways	that	payments	can	be	made	between	banks.	Once	the	bank	details	have	been	sent,	the	payer	has	the	money	taken	from	their	account.	The	ABA	number	identifies	the	recipient’s	bank	during	a	transaction.	The	wire	routing	number,	still
technically	an	ABA	routing	number,	is	a	9-digit	code	like	the	ones	already	discussed.	Regarding	types	of	payments,	checks	use	routing	numbers,	but	they	are	also	important	in	ACH	debits.	Big	banks	may	use	a	number	of	ABA	routing	numbers	-	the	one	you	need	will	depend	on	exactly	where	you’re	based.	For	many	payment	types,	the	ABA	routing
number	found	on	your	checkbook	will	be	what's	needed.	When	these	extra	banks	get	involved	who	take	a	cut,	the	transfer	can	become	even	more	expensive,	and	it’s	hard	to	predict	exactly	how	much	an	international	wire	transfer	will	cost.	The	rest	of	the	work	is	commonly	handled	by	the	bank,	a	biller	or	an	employer.	By	taking	the	time	to	understand
how	it	works	and	to	take	steps	to	protect	it,	you	can	ensure	your	payments	and	transfers	are	secure	and	that	your	personal	information	is	protected.	EFT	Electronic	checks	Paper	checks	ACH	Wire	Direct	/	Bank	debits	Different	methods	of	making	payments	may	require	different	bank	routing	numbers,	and,	just	like	if	you	put	the	wrong	zip	code	on	a
letter,	your	transfer	might	even	fail	if	you	use	the	wrong	one.	Which	means	they	generally	take	longer.	Which	bank	is	ABA	Bank?	Wise	is	generally	a	lot	cheaper	than	a	standard	international	bank	transfer,	so	take	a	look	now	and	find	out	if	it	will	work	for	you.	If	you’re	being	asked	for	it,	you’ll	want	to	figure	out	the	form	of	payment	or	deduction	is
being	used.	Here	are	a	few	terms	relating	to	transferring	money	-	you’ll	find	all	of	them	discussed	below.	But	first,	a	word.	The	ABA	Routing	Number	ensures	that	the	customer’s	bank	accounts	are	linked	to	the	correct	financial	institution.	The	nine-digit	code	has	a	specific	structure	to	simplify	the	identification	of	banks,	ensuring	that	payments	are
processed	quickly	and	accurately.
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