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Mastering	the	12	tenses	in	English	grammar	is	essential	for	a	proper	English	and	writing.	In	this	guide,	we	break	down	each	tense	with	easy-to-understand	example	sentences,	ensuring	you	grasp	the	nuances	of	English	grammar	quickly.	Plus,	don’t	miss	out	on	our	free	downloadable	PDFs	that	provide	quick-reference	guides	for	each	tense,	making
your	learning	journey	even	easier!12	English	tenses	with	example	sentencesEnglish	has	12	basic	tenses	which	are	divided	into	three	main	categories:	past,	present	and	future.	All	tenses	have	different	forms	for	affirmative,	negative	and	interrogative	statements.Comprehensive	English	Tenses	Chart:	Learn	the	Past,	Present,	and	Future	Tenses	with
Examples12	English	Tenses	PDF→	12	English	Tenses	PDF	–	download	←→	12	English	Tenses	Formula	Examples	PDF	–	download	←Check	Also:	12	English	Tenses	Exercise	Notes	and	eBooks	&	(PDF	Archive)The	12	English	Tenses:	Formulas,	Rules,	and	ExamplesLearn	about	the	12	English	tenses	with	usage	explanations,	formulas,	auxiliary	verbs	and
examples	to	improve	your	grammar	skills.1.	Simple	Present	TenseFormula:Affirmative:	Subject	+	Base	Verb	(V1)	+	ObjectNegative:	Subject	+	Do/Does	+	Not	+	Base	Verb	(V1)	+	ObjectInterrogative:	Do/Does	+	Subject	+	Base	Verb	(V1)	+	Object?Usage:	Describes	habits,	general	truths,	and	everyday	activities.	Examples:Affirmative:	I	play	soccer
every	Saturday.Negative:	I	do	not	play	soccer	on	any	day	other	than	Saturday.Interrogative:	Do	I	play	soccer	every	day	of	the	week?2.	Present	Continuous	TenseFormula:Affirmative:	Subject	+	Am/Is/Are	+	Verb	(-ing)	+	ObjectNegative:	Subject	+	Am/Is/Are	+	Not	+	Verb	(-ing)	+	ObjectInterrogative:	Am/Is/Are	+	Subject	+	Verb	(-ing)	+	Object?Usage:
Describes	ongoing	actions	happening	at	the	present	moment.	Examples:Affirmative:	I	am	playing	soccer	right	now.Negative:	I	am	not	playing	soccer	right	now.Interrogative:	Am	I	playing	soccer	right	now?3.	Simple	Past	TenseFormula:Affirmative:	Subject	+	Verb	(Past	Form	–	V2)	+	ObjectNegative:	Subject	+	Did	+	Not	+	Base	Verb	(V1)	+
ObjectInterrogative:	Did	+	Subject	+	Base	Verb	(V1)	+	Object?Usage:	Describes	actions	completed	in	the	past.	Examples:Affirmative:	I	played	soccer	yesterday.Negative:	I	did	not	play	soccer	yesterday.Interrogative:	Did	I	play	soccer	yesterday?4.	Past	Continuous	TenseFormula:Affirmative:	Subject	+	Was/Were	+	Verb	(-ing)	+	ObjectNegative:
Subject	+	Was/Were	+	Not	+	Verb	(-ing)	+	ObjectInterrogative:	Was/Were	+	Subject	+	Verb	(-ing)	+	Object?Usage:	Describes	ongoing	actions	in	the	past.	Examples:Affirmative:	I	was	playing	soccer	when	she	called.Negative:	I	was	not	playing	soccer	when	she	called.Interrogative:	Was	I	playing	soccer	when	she	called?5.	Simple	Future
TenseFormula:Affirmative:	Subject	+	Will/Shall	+	Base	Verb	(V1)	+	ObjectNegative:	Subject	+	Will/Shall	+	Not	+	Base	Verb	(V1)	+	ObjectInterrogative:	Will/Shall	+	Subject	+	Base	Verb	(V1)	+	Object?Usage:	Describes	actions	or	events	in	the	future.	Examples:Affirmative:	I	will	play	soccer	tomorrow.Negative:	I	will	not	play	soccer
tomorrow.Interrogative:	Will	I	play	soccer	tomorrow?6.	Future	Continuous	TenseFormula:Affirmative:	Subject	+	Will	Be	+	Verb	(-ing)	+	ObjectNegative:	Subject	+	Will	Not	Be	+	Verb	(-ing)	+	ObjectInterrogative:	Will	+	Subject	+	Be	+	Verb	(-ing)	+	Object?Usage:	Describes	ongoing	actions	in	the	future.	Examples:Affirmative:	I	will	be	playing	soccer
at	this	time	tomorrow.Negative:	I	will	not	be	playing	soccer	at	this	time	tomorrow.Interrogative:	Will	I	be	playing	soccer	at	this	time	tomorrow?7.	Present	Perfect	TenseFormula:Affirmative:	Subject	+	Has/Have	+	Past	Participle	(V3)	+	ObjectNegative:	Subject	+	Has/Have	+	Not	+	Past	Participle	(V3)	+	ObjectInterrogative:	Has/Have	+	Subject	+	Past
Participle	(V3)	+	Object?Usage:	Describes	actions	that	happened	at	an	unspecified	time	before	now.	Examples:Affirmative:	I	have	played	soccer.Negative:	I	have	not	played	soccer.Interrogative:	Have	I	played	soccer?8.	Present	Perfect	Continuous	TenseFormula:Affirmative:	Subject	+	Has/Have	Been	+	Verb	(-ing)	+	ObjectNegative:	Subject	+
Has/Have	+	Not	Been	+	Verb	(-ing)	+	ObjectInterrogative:	Has/Have	+	Subject	+	Been	+	Verb	(-ing)	+	Object?Usage:	Describes	ongoing	actions	that	started	in	the	past	and	continue	in	the	present.	Examples:Affirmative:	I	have	been	playing	soccer	for	an	hour.Negative:	I	have	not	been	playing	soccer	for	an	hour.Interrogative:	Have	I	been	playing
soccer	for	an	hour?9.	Past	Perfect	TenseFormula:Affirmative:	Subject	+	Had	+	Past	Participle	(V3)	+	ObjectNegative:	Subject	+	Had	+	Not	+	Past	Participle	(V3)	+	ObjectInterrogative:	Had	+	Subject	+	Past	Participle	(V3)	+	Object?Usage:	Describes	actions	completed	before	another	action	in	the	past.	Examples:Affirmative:	I	had	played	soccer
before	I	went	to	the	party.Negative:	I	had	not	played	soccer	before	I	went	to	the	party.Interrogative:	Had	I	played	soccer	before	I	went	to	the	party?10.	Past	Perfect	Continuous	TenseFormula:Affirmative:	Subject	+	Had	Been	+	Verb	(-ing)	+	ObjectNegative:	Subject	+	Had	+	Not	Been	+	Verb	(-ing)	+	ObjectInterrogative:	Had	+	Subject	+	Been	+	Verb
(-ing)	+	Object?Usage:	Describes	ongoing	actions	that	continued	up	to	a	point	in	the	past.	Examples:Affirmative:	I	had	been	playing	soccer	for	two	hours	before	the	game	ended.Negative:	I	had	not	been	playing	soccer	for	two	hours	before	the	game	ended.Interrogative:	Had	I	been	playing	soccer	for	two	hours	before	the	game	ended?11.	Future
Perfect	TenseFormula:Affirmative:	Subject	+	Will	Have	+	Past	Participle	(V3)	+	ObjectNegative:	Subject	+	Will	+	Not	Have	+	Past	Participle	(V3)	+	ObjectInterrogative:	Will	+	Subject	+	Have	+	Past	Participle	(V3)	+	Object?Usage:	Describes	future	actions	completed	by	a	specific	time.	Examples:Affirmative:	By	next	year,	I	will	have	played	soccer	for
ten	years.Negative:	By	next	year,	I	will	not	have	played	soccer	for	ten	years.Interrogative:	Will	I	have	played	soccer	for	ten	years	by	next	year?12.	Future	Perfect	Continuous	TenseFormula:Affirmative:	Subject	+	Will	Have	Been	+	Verb	(-ing)	+	ObjectNegative:	Subject	+	Will	+	Not	Have	Been	+	Verb	(-ing)	+	ObjectInterrogative:	Will	+	Subject	+
Have	Been	+	Verb	(-ing)	+	Object?Usage:	Describes	ongoing	actions	continuing	up	to	a	point	in	the	future.	Examples:Affirmative:	By	the	end	of	the	day,	I	will	have	been	playing	soccer	for	six	hours.Negative:	By	the	end	of	the	day,	I	will	not	have	been	playing	soccer	for	six	hours.Interrogative:	Will	I	have	been	playing	soccer	for	six	hours	by	the	end	of
the	day?12	English	Tenses	PDF	12	english	tenses,	12	english	tenses	pdf,	english	tenses	English	tenses	PDF	rules	with	examples	PDF	exercises	with	answers	Online	exercises	English	tenses	in	PDF	books	PDF	book	1:	English	grammar	exercises	PDF	(See	a	demo:	Book	1	-	exercises)	PDF	book	2:	English	grammar	rules	PDF	(See	a	demo:	Book	2	-	rules)
English	tenses	-	PDF	grammar	rules	See	also:	English	tenses	exercises	PDF	Quick	review:	English	tenses	chart	Download	English	tenses	PDF	for	free	(beginners	-	advanced	levels):	Present	tenses	PDF	Present	simple	tense:	Repeated	actions:	I	play	golf	every	week.	Permanent	truths:	Lions	live	in	Africa.	Timetables:	The	bus	departs	at	10.	Present
continuous	tense:	Activities	that	are	happening	just	now:	I	am	playing	golf	now.	Temporary	activities	happening	about	this	time:	We	are	staying	at	the	hotel	this	week.	Definite	future	arrangements:	He	is	moving	to	Leeds	tomorrow.	Past	tenses	PDF	Past	simple	tense:	Repeated	actions	in	the	past:	We	worked	in	Seattle	last	week.	An	action	completed	in
the	past:	I	had	a	shower	in	the	morning.	Events	that	follow	each	other:	Bill	came	home.	He	took	off	his	coat	and	went	to	the	kitchen.	Past	continuous	tense:	An	action	that	started	before	another	action	in	the	past	and	continued	after	it:	When	she	saw	me,	I	was	looking	at	the	trees.	An	action	that	started	before	a	point	in	time	and	continued	after	it:	At	8
o'clock	Jane	was	doing	her	homework.	To	describe	situations:	The	sun	was	shining.	Jack	and	Jill	were	lying	on	the	beach.	Future	tenses	PDF	Future	simple	tense:	General	intentions:	He	will	change	his	job.	Predictions	or	opinions:	The	horse	will	win.	Decisions	or	offers	made	at	the	moment	of	speaking:	I'll	take	you	home.	-	No,	thank	you.	We'll	take	a
taxi.	Future	continuous	tense:	Activities	that	will	be	in	progress	at	a	point	of	time:	This	time	tomorrow	we'll	be	lying	on	the	beach.	Routine	activities	that	will	happen	in	the	normal	course	of	events:	Everybody	will	be	working	on	a	computer	sooner	or	later.	Present	perfect	tense	PDF	Present	perfect	simple:	Activities	that	started	in	the	past	and	still
continue:	She	has	known	me	for	more	than	two	years.	Experience	that	happened	in	the	past,	but	the	effects	are	important	now:	She	has	been	to	London.	Activities	that	have	a	present	result:	The	bus	hasn't	arrived	yet.	Present	perfect	continuous:	Events	that	began	at	a	point	of	time,	are	continuing	now	and	will	probably	continue	in	the	future:	I	have
been	playing	tennis	since	I	was	6	years	old.	Actions	that	began	in	the	past	and	have	only	just	finished:	I've	been	skiing	all	day.	I'm	so	tired.	Past	perfect	tense	PDF	Past	perfect	simple:	An	event	that	was	completed	before	another	event:	The	door	bell	rang	at	last.	I	had	been	in	the	room	since	breakfast.	Activities	that	were	completed	before	a	point	of
time:	In	2005	I	had	lived	in	the	same	place	for	ten	years.	Past	perfect	continuous:	Activities	that	began	before	a	point	of	time	and	were	still	continuing	at	that	point	of	time:	Last	summer	Josh	had	been	renovating	his	house	for	two	years.	Actions	that	began	before	a	point	of	time	in	the	past	and	continued	to	that	point:	Josh	sat	down.	He	had	been
cutting	the	grass	all	morning.	Future	perfect	tense	PDF	Future	perfect	simple:	Activities	that	will	be	completed	before	a	certain	time	in	the	future:	She	will	have	written	her	book	by	the	end	of	this	year.	Activities	that	will	be	completed	at	a	certain	time	in	the	future:	When	I	return	home,	I	will	have	been	away	for	a	year.	Future	perfect	continuous:
Activities	that	will	continue	until	a	point	of	time	and	will	not	be	completed:	In	June	we	will	have	been	travelling	around	the	world	for	five	months.	Activities	that	will	continue	until	a	point	of	time	and	will	finish	at	that	point	of	time:	I	will	leave	my	office	at	6	o'clock.	By	then	I	will	have	been	working	on	my	computer	all	day.	Going	to	versus	present
tenses	PDF	Future	plans:	I	am	going	to	buy	a	new	house.	Predictions:	Be	careful!	You	are	going	to	fall.	Timetables:	The	train	leaves	at	3.35.	Future	arrangements:	I	am	leaving	on	Monday.	Our	tip:	English	grammar	books	PDF	All	PDF	exercises	and	grammar	rules	from	this	website.	top	Index	of	contents	Video:	English	verb	tenses	Writing
Argumentative	Essays	Articles	Letters	and	Emails	More	Links	English	News	Articles	Privacy	Policy	Click	here	for	our	complete	programme	to	perfect	your	English	grammar.	A	lot	of	students	find	the	English	tenses	quite	difficult,	but	I	promise	they're	not	that	bad!	Have	a	look	at	all	my	explanations	of	the	'form'	(how	to	make	the	tense)	and	the	'use'
(when	we	need	to	choose	that	tense)	below.	Download	all	my	infographics	about	the	tenses	in	PDF	here.	Download	all	my	explanations	of	the	tenses	in	PDF	here.	What's	the	difference?	Here	are	a	few	more	things	you	might	find	useful:	This	is	a	printable	PDF	of	all	the	verb	tenses	and	how	to	form	them.	Grammar	Exercises	This	is	a	list	of	all	the
grammar	exercises	on	this	site,	about	verb	tenses	and	other	things.	Present	Simple	Spelling	Changes	This	is	an	explanation	of	how	we	sometimes	need	to	change	the	spelling	of	a	verb	with	'he,	she,	it'	in	the	present	simple,	for	example	why	'cry'	becomes	'cries'	but	'play'	is	'plays'.	Adverbs	of	Frequency	Adverbs	of	Frequency	are	words	like	'often'
'sometimes'	'never'.	This	page	shows	you	how	to	use	them	with	the	present	tense	and	where	to	put	them	in	the	sentence.	I	also	explain	about	longer	phrases	like	'from	time	to	time'.	Irregular	Verbs,	Lists	and	Exercises	How	to	pronounce	'ed'	How	do	you	pronounce	'stopped'?	Many	students	say	'stop-id'	instead	of	'stopt'.	This	page	explains	the	rules	of
pronunciation	for	regular	past	simple	verbs	and	past	participles	(verbs	that	end	with	'ed')	Stative	verbs	We	can't	use	some	verbs,	like	'know'	or	'believe'	in	continuous	tenses.	This	page	has	lists	and	explanations.	Click	here	for	our	complete	programme	to	perfect	your	English	grammar.	Writing	Argumentative	Essays	Articles	Letters	and	Emails	More
Links	English	News	Articles	Privacy	Policy


