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Last	Updated	on	February	11,	2025	by	Alan	Weir	As	an	expert	car	locksmith,	I	often	encounter	clients	frustrated	by	their	car	immobiliser	systems.	If	youve	ever	found	yourself	stranded	in	a	car	park	staring	in	disbelief	at	your	cars	dashboard	because	it	wont	start,	youre	not	alone.	The	immobiliser	is	a	crucial	safety	feature;	however,	it	can	be	a	bit	of	a
headache	if	it	malfunctions.	No	need	to	worry,	though!	In	this	guide,	Ill	walk	you	through	how	to	reset	your	cars	immobiliser	system,	ensuring	youre	back	on	the	road	swiftly	and	safely.	Understanding	the	Immobiliser	System	Before	we	dive	into	the	reset	process,	its	important	to	grasp	what	an	immobiliser	is	and	how	it	works.	Essentially,	an
immobiliser	is	an	electronic	security	device	fitted	within	your	vehicle.	Its	primary	role	is	to	prevent	the	engine	from	starting	without	the	correct	key	or	key	fob.	When	your	key	sends	a	signal	to	the	cars	engine	control	unit	(ECU),	it	verifies	that	the	key	is	legitimate.	If	its	not,	the	engine	wont	startsimple	prevention	of	theft!	When	immobilisers
malfunction,	they	can	cause	various	issues,	including	difficulties	in	starting	your	car,	lights	on	the	dashboard	signalling	an	alarm,	or	worse,	leaving	you	stranded.	When	Do	You	Need	to	Reset	the	Immobiliser?	You	may	need	to	reset	your	immobiliser	if:	Youve	replaced	the	battery	in	your	key	fob.	Your	key	fob	is	damaged	or	waterlogged.	Youve	recently
had	maintenance	or	repairs	that	affected	the	electrical	systems	in	your	car.	Understandably,	dealing	with	a	vehicle	that	wont	start	can	be	exasperating,	but	resetting	your	immobiliser	might	just	do	the	trick.	So,	lets	get	started!	Step-by-Step	Guide:	How	to	Reset	Your	Cars	Immobiliser	Step	1:	Gather	Your	Key	and	Essentials	First	and	foremost,	ensure
you	have	your	key	or	key	fob	handy.	This	is	critical	for	triggering	the	immobiliser	system.	You	may	also	want	to	have	a	pen	and	paper	on	hand	to	jot	down	any	findings	or	codes	if	your	dashboard	gives	you	any	error	messages.	Step	2:	Check	the	Battery	A	common	issue	with	immobilisers	is	weak	key	fob	batteries.	Before	diving	into	the	reset	process,
check	your	keys	battery.	If	its	low,	replace	it	with	a	new	one.	Many	modern	fobs	use	CR2032	batteries,	which	are	widely	available	at	local	shops	or	online.	For	a	quick	guide	on	replacing	the	battery,	you	can	refer	to	this	helpful	resource	on	YouTube.	Step	3:	Locate	the	OBD-II	Port	Your	next	step	is	to	find	the	OBD-II	(On-Board	Diagnostics)	port,
usually	located	under	the	dashboard	to	the	left	of	the	steering	wheel.	This	port	is	where	mechanics	plug	in	diagnostic	tools	to	communicate	with	your	vehicles	ECU.	In	some	cars,	it	might	even	be	located	in	the	centre	console	or	near	the	drivers	seat.	If	youre	unsure	about	its	position,	there	are	handy	resources	available	that	offer	visual	guides.	Step	4:
Connecting	the	Diagnostic	Tool	To	reset	the	immobiliser,	youll	typically	need	an	OBD-II	scanner.	If	you	dont	own	one,	many	local	garages	lend	them,	or	you	can	purchase	an	affordable	model	online.	Once	you	have	the	tool	ready,	plug	it	into	the	OBD-II	port.	Most	tools	will	automatically	power	on	when	connected.	Step	5:	Ignition	On	Turn	your	vehicles
ignition	on	without	starting	the	engine.	This	is	usually	done	by	turning	the	key	to	the	on	position	(the	second	click)	without	cranking	the	engine.	Your	dashboard	lights	should	illuminate,	indicating	that	the	power	is	on.	Step	6:	Access	the	Immobiliser	Settings	Using	the	OBD-II	scanner	interface,	navigate	to	the	immobiliser	settings.	Depending	on	the
device,	the	layout	may	vary,	but	youll	be	looking	for	options	labelled	Security	or	Immobiliser.	If	youre	unsure	about	specifics,	many	scanners	come	with	user	manuals,	and	you	may	also	find	useful	walkthroughs	online.	Step	7:	Reset	the	Immobiliser	Once	youve	accessed	the	immobiliser	section,	there	should	be	an	option	to	reset	or	clear	fault	codes.
Select	the	reset	option,	following	the	prompts	carefully.	This	process	usually	takes	just	a	few	seconds.	When	completed,	you	should	receive	a	confirmation	message	on	the	scanner.	Step	8:	Test	the	Key	After	you	reset	the	system,	its	time	to	test	your	key.	Turn	off	the	ignition,	remove	the	key	from	the	ignition,	and	then	insert	it	again.	Attempt	to	start
your	vehicle.	If	the	reset	was	successful,	your	car	should	fire	right	up	without	issues.	Alternative	Reset	Methods	Sometimes,	your	vehicle	may	have	its	own	specific	reset	methods.	For	many	manufacturers,	there	are	unique	procedures	that	can	vary	from	one	model	to	another.	Here	are	some	general	alternatives	that	might	work	for	you:	Lock	and
Unlock	the	Doors:	Some	vehicles	allow	you	to	reset	the	immobiliser	by	locking	and	unlocking	the	door	with	the	key	fob	multiple	times.	Each	manufacturer	has	its	own	set	of	rules,	so	be	sure	to	consult	your	owners	manual	for	details.Battery	Disconnect:	Disconnecting	your	car	battery	for	about	15	minutes	can	also	trigger	a	reset	in	certain	systems.
However,	be	cautious	with	this	method,	as	it	may	reset	other	electronic	settings	in	your	vehicle	like	radio	presets.	Manuals	and	Online	Forums:	If	your	car	belongs	to	a	more	obscure	model	or	brand,	checking	the	owners	manual	or	joining	online	forums	specific	to	that	make	can	provide	targeted	advice	and	community	support.	These	resources	often
have	members	whove	encountered	the	same	issue	and	can	offer	tried	and	tested	solutions.	When	Professional	Help	is	Necessary	Resetting	your	immobiliser	yourself	is	a	feasible	task	with	a	little	patience	and	the	right	tools.	However,	if	after	following	all	these	steps	your	vehicle	still	refuses	to	cooperate,	its	time	to	seek	professional	help.	A	certified
locksmithlike	those	at	RevLock.co.ukcan	accurately	diagnose	the	problem	using	specialised	equipment,	ensuring	that	any	underlying	issue	gets	the	attention	it	needs.	Important	Safety	Reminders	Always	Take	Precautions:	If	youre	working	on	your	vehicles	electrical	system,	make	sure	your	battery	is	disconnected	to	avoid	any	shocks	or	errors.Consult
Your	Owners	Manual:	Each	vehicle	is	different,	and	often	the	manufacturer	provides	specific	guidance	regarding	the	immobiliser	system.	Your	manual	may	hold	hidden	gems	that	can	save	you	time.	Dont	Hesitate	to	Get	Help:	Never	feel	ashamed	to	call	in	the	pros	if	youre	unsure	or	uncomfortable	with	any	step	in	the	process.	Its	always	better	to	be
safe	than	sorry.	Stay	Vigilant	Lastly,	an	immobiliser	reset	can	often	be	a	temporary	fix.	If	you	find	recurring	issues,	it	might	indicate	a	deeper	problem	with	your	key	fob	or	the	immobiliser	system	itself.	Regular	check-ups	or	diagnostics	can	prevent	sudden	vehicular	failures	and	ensure	your	peace	of	mind	on	the	road.	By	understanding	the	immobiliser
system	and	following	these	steps,	youll	not	only	empower	yourself	but	also	enhance	your	approach	to	vehicle	maintenance.	Now	go	ahead,	give	that	reset	a	try,	and	soon	enough	youll	be	cruising	again!	Alan	Weir	If	you	need	to	reset	your	security	anti-theft	system,	there	are	a	few	steps	you	can	follow	to	do	so.	This	process	can	help	you	regain	access	to
your	vehicle	or	property	if	you've	lost	your	keys	or	the	system	has	been	activated	unexpectedly.Resetting	the	Anti-Theft	SystemTo	reset	your	security	anti-theft	system,	follow	these	steps:	Locate	the	anti-theft	system	control	module,	which	is	usually	found	under	the	dashboard	or	in	the	engine	compartment.	Disconnect	the	negative	battery	cable	from
the	vehicle's	battery	for	at	least	30	seconds.	This	will	reset	the	system's	memory	and	clear	any	existing	codes	or	settings.	Reconnect	the	negative	battery	cable	and	turn	on	the	ignition.	The	anti-theft	system	should	now	be	reset	and	ready	for	you	to	program	new	keys	or	access	codes.If	you're	still	having	trouble	with	the	anti-theft	system	after	resetting
it,	you	may	need	to	consult	your	owner's	manual	or	contact	the	manufacturer	for	further	assistance.Importance	of	Resetting	the	Anti-Theft	SystemResetting	your	security	anti-theft	system	is	important	for	a	few	key	reasons:	Regain	Access:	If	you've	lost	your	keys	or	the	system	has	been	activated	unexpectedly,	resetting	the	system	can	help	you	regain
access	to	your	vehicle	or	property.	Clear	Errors:	Resetting	the	system	can	help	clear	any	existing	errors	or	codes	that	may	be	causing	issues	with	the	anti-theft	system.	Reprogram	Keys:	After	resetting	the	system,	you	can	reprogram	new	keys	or	access	codes	to	ensure	the	system	is	properly	secured.By	following	these	steps,	you	can	quickly	and	easily
reset	your	security	anti-theft	system	and	get	back	to	using	your	vehicle	or	property	without	any	further	issues.	Why	is	my	car	stuck	in	anti-theft	mode?Possible	causes	for	this	can	be	to	blame	on	the	ignition	switch	key	in	switch	faulty	or	a	concern	with	the	instrument	cluster	which	controls	the	antitheft	system	for	the	PCM.Manual	Method	for	Resetting
an	Anti-Theft	SystemStep	1:	Disconnect	the	Battery.	Locate	the	car's	battery	and	use	the	appropriate	tools	to	disconnect	the	negative	terminal.Step	2:	Wait	for	30	Minutes.Step	3:	Reconnect	the	Battery.Step	4:	Start	the	Car.The	anti-theft	fuse	is	typically	in	the	fuse	box	on	the	driver's	side.	Depending	on	the	vehicle's	specifications,	the	anti-theft	fuse
can	also	be	found	under	the	hood	and	behind	the	air	filter.	You	can	use	a	fuse	puller	or	a	pair	of	pliers	to	disable	the	alarm.Method	3:	Insert	the	key	into	your	car's	doorStep	1:	Insert	the	key	into	the	door	lock.Step	2:	Turn	the	vehicle	key	to	unlock	the	car	door	without	releasing	it.Step	3:	Try	starting	the	engine.	Need	to	reset	the	security	light	in	your
car?	If	the	security	light	is	blinking	the	immobilizer	system	is	enabled	and	will	not	allow	the	car	to	start.	What	Goes	Wrong?	Most	cars	today	have	a	security	system	built	into	the	electrical	system	(BCM	-	Body	control	module)	to	deter	from	theft.	The	problem	is	it	can	sometimes	stop	the	person	that	owns	the	car	from	starting	the	engine	as	well.	These
anti-theft	systems	can	sometimes	get	the	operational	sequence	out	of	sync	which	makes	the	system	think	the	car	is	getting	stolen	epically	after	a	repair	job.	This	can	sometimes	happen	when	there	is	no	one	in	the	car	but	the	window	is	rolled	down	while	the	car	is	locked.	Someone	will	reach	their	hand	inside	and	unlock	any	of	the	doors.	Another
common	way	for	the	system	becoming	triggered	is	to	simply	disconnect	the	battery	to	install	a	new	unit,	or	if	the	battery	is	allowed	to	go	dead	and	then	jump	started.	These	can	sometimes	cause	an	electrical	surge	triggering	the	immobilizer	system.	How	Does	it	Work?	Car	alarms	are	designed	to	prevent	burglary	of	the	car	and	warn	the	owner	if	a
theft	attempt	is	being	made.	Usually	a	car	alarm	will	output	a	high	pitched	sound	when	the	system	is	triggered	by	vibration,	closed	or	opened	trigger	switches	or	sensing	of	small	and	fast	changes	in	battery	voltage.	Car	alarms	can	also	monitor	sensors	like	infrared,	microwave,	ultrasound	or	tilting	of	the	vehicle	in	the	case	of	unauthorized	towing.
Some	cars	have	alarm	systems	which	send	out	SOS	signals	to	a	cell	phone	number	in	case	of	breakdown	or	theft.	Alarm	systems	are	also	incorporated	within	a	navigation	system	to	increase	the	security	of	the	car,	the	navigation	system	will	send	out	a	ping	signal	so	the	car	can	be	received.	The	security	system	can	also	be	used	to	locate	the	car	in	large
parking	lots	by	using	the	conformation	chirp	on	the	remote	fob.	Sometimes	a	car	alarm	can	give	out	a	false	alarm	when	it	feels	vibrations	of	thunder	or	a	passing	truck.	Sensors	need	to	be	adjusted	properly	otherwise	it	can	trigger	the	device	even	when	a	person	accidentally	touches	the	automobile	as	well.	Security	systems	utilize	a	remote	controller
(key	fob)	so	a	user	can	disable	the	alarm	from	a	distance.	The	remote	control	feature	is	very	convenient	if	the	system	is	triggered	by	a	false	alarm.	A	key	fob	can	integrate	a	variety	of	functions	such	as	a	LCD	screen	option	which	can	project	the	image	of	a	part	of	a	vehicle	that	is	under	threat	by	a	thief	is	one	example.	Can	I	Bypass	My	Car	Alarm?	A
simple	response	to	this	question	is	no	most	cases	no.	Security	systems	are	designed	throughout	the	main	PCM	and	BCM	which	control	a	major	part	of	the	vehicle's	operating	system.	Until	this	system	is	enabled	many	systems	such	as	fuel	and	ignition	are	shut	down.	What	We	Did	We	called	name	brand	dealerships	and	told	the	service	writer,	(who
sometimes	got	us	a	technician)	a	car	we	bought	from	them	is	in	the	parking	lot	with	a	mom	waiting	to	pick	up	her	kids	from	school	with	the	alarm	light	flashing	and	the	car	wont	start,	this	worked	pretty	well.	We	have	noted	down	their	responses.	Hopefully	you	can	gather	enough	information	from	us	and	them	to	get	your	car	going	again.	We	have
noticed	popular	similarities	in	almost	all	cars	which	are	pretty	generic	which	we	have	listed	below.	Security	Reset	Instructions	This	is	a	generic	alarm	immobilizer	reset	procedure	and	it	applies	to	most	vehicles.	Step	1:	Drivers	Door	Key	Reset	Exit	the	car	with	all	doors	closed	and	the	windows	rolled	up.	Also,	close	and	any	rear	doors	such	as	the
trunk,	rear	hatch	and	front	hood.	Lock	the	car	using	the	drivers	side	lock	and	walk	away	from	the	car	at	least	ten	feet.	Wait	for	fifteen	minutes	and	unlock	the	door,	this	should	reset	the	security	system.	Step	2:	Activate	the	Key	Fob	Many	manufactures	will	not	allow	the	car	to	start	when	the	panic	button	has	been	pushed.	Hold	down	the	panic	button
for	five	seconds	to	reset	the	immobilizer.	Next,	push	the	lock	button	two	times	and	wait	ten	feet	away	from	the	car	for	ten	minutes.	Then	hit	the	unlock	button	on	the	fob	twice	this	should	deactivate	the	security	system	which	should	be	accompanied	by	exterior	lights	flashing	or	an	audible	horn	beep.	Each	of	these	steps	should	be	followed	by	the
cancellation	of	the	security	light.	If	this	light	is	blinking	while	you	are	trying	to	crank	and	start	the	engine	the	system	is	not	reset.	Step	3:	Turn	the	Ignition	On	Many	immobilizer	systems	need	to	see	the	power	utilized	from	each	power	input	delivered	from	the	ignition	switch.	Insert	the	ignition	key	and	turn	it	to	the	on	position	and	then	attempt	to
start	the	engine	(crank	over),	the	engine	wont	start.	With	the	key	still	in	the	run	position	wait	10	minutes	and	the	security	light	should	blink	and	then	go	out.	Turn	the	key	off	and	wait	5	seconds.	Repeat	these	steps	for	a	total	for	3,	10	minute	cycles.	The	car	is	now	ready	to	relearn	the	Passlock	code	the	next	time	the	key	is	used,	any	trouble	codes	will
clear	after	100	cycles	of	the	key.	Step	4:	Remove	the	Alarm	Fuse	The	alarm	fuse	is	located	in	the	fuse	panel	of	most	cars.	Using	the	owner's	manual	remove	the	fuse	which	will	power	down	the	security	system.	At	this	point	the	car	will	not	start,	reinsert	the	fuse	to	reactive	the	system.	This	is	known	as	a	soft	reboot	of	the	immobilizer.	Step	5:
Disconnect	Battery	Sometimes	the	anti	theft	system	can	out	of	sync	due	to	a	voltage	spike	or	an	operational	error.	Start	by	removing	the	battery's	negative	cable	and	leave	it	disconnected	for	five	minutes	then	reconnect	the	battery.	This	will	allow	the	security	system	to	perform	a	hard	reboot	and	reset	the	alarm	protocol	to	help	the	immobilizer	start
working	in	the	proper	sequence.	Acura	and	Honda	Security	System	Reset	Information	We	called	the	dealer	and	this	was	their	response:	Unlock	the	car	with	the	key	fob	then	get	into	the	car	and	close	the	door.	Insert	the	key	into	the	ignition	and	turn	the	key	on	and	wait	for	90	seconds.	If	that	doesn't	work	raise	the	hood	and	disconnect	the	battery
from	the	negative	terminal.	While	the	key	is	in	the	ignition	and	in	the	on	position	reconnect	the	battery.	If	there	is	the	Honda	added	security	box	installed	at	the	lower	left	side	of	the	kick	panel	turn	the	ignition	key	to	the	on	position.	Locate	the	small	button	on	the	box	and	hold	it	down	for	90	seconds	and	the	alarm	will	disable.	Audi	Immobilizer	Reset
Instructions	Call	to	the	dealer,	this	was	their	response:	With	the	ignition	key	try	to	start	the	vehicle.	Exit	the	vehicle	and	lock	all	door	with	the	windows	up,	then	unlock	the	doors	using	the	key	fob	the	engine	should	start.	Disconnect	the	battery	using	the	negative	cable	wait	one	minute	and	reconnect.	BMW	Alarm	Reset	Procedure	Call	to	the	dealer,
the	service	writer	got	us	one	of	their	technicians	to	help	us	and	this	was	his	response:	unlock	the	vehicle	with	the	key	fob	twice	to	recognize	the	key	is	valid.	Push	the	panic	button	twice	to	disable	the	alarm.	Roll	the	windows	up	and	lock	the	car.	Let	the	car	sit	for	five	minutes	while	being	more	than	10	feet	away	then	unlock	the	car.	Do	not	disconnect
the	car	battery	because	the	alarm	system	has	a	rolling	code	that	may	get	mixed	up	when	reconnecting	the	battery.	Dodge	Chrysler	Jeep	Alarm	Reset	Call	to	the	dealer,	this	was	their	response:	Disconnect	the	battery	for	one	minute	and	then	reconnect	the	battery	this	should	reset	the	immobilizer	system.	To	disarm	the	alarm	system	press	the	unlock
button	on	the	key	fob.	Cadillac	Chevy	GMC	and	Other	GM	Security	Reset	Call	to	the	dealer,	this	was	their	response:	Exit	the	vehicle	and	unlock	the	car	using	the	key	fob.	Insert	the	key	into	the	outside	door	handle	and	turn	it	right	and	then	left	to	lock	and	unlock.	This	can	be	done	to	either	the	driver's	or	passenger	door.	Insert	the	ignition	key	and
crank	the	engine	over.	Hold	the	panic	button	down	to	disable	the	alarm.	Push	unlock	button	and	try	starting	it.	If	that	doesn't	work	disconnect	the	car	battery	by	removing	the	negative	cable	end.	The	pass	lock	sensor	that	controls	the	security	system	is	built	into	the	key	tumbler	or	tumbler	case	which	reads	a	chip	inside	the	key.	This	chip	is	generally
unseen.	On	older	GM	cars	two	small	wires	will	break	near	the	tumbler	which	will	activate	the	system.	In	this	case	the	tumbler	must	be	repaired	or	replaced.	Ford	Lincoln	Mercury	Reset	of	the	Immobilizer	System	Call	to	the	dealer,	this	is	their	response:	Hold	the	panic	button	on	the	key	fob	for	2	seconds.	Close	all	of	the	doors	and	while	using	the	key
lock	and	use	the	key	to	unlock	the	lock	the	driver's	door.	If	that	doesn't	work	remove	the	negative	battery	cable	for	15	seconds	and	reconnect.	Hyundai	Security	Reset	Method	Call	to	the	dealer,	here	is	their	response:	Hit	the	unlock	button	on	the	fob	three	or	fours	of	times	and	press	panic	button	once.	Lock	and	unlock	the	driver's	door	using	the	key.
Mercedes	Benz	Alarm	Reset	Method	Call	into	the	dealer,	this	is	their	response:	Install	the	key	in	the	ignition	and	turn	to	the	unlock	position	unlock.	Using	the	key	fob	hit	panic	button.	Remove	the	negative	battery	cable	for	five	minutes	and	reconnect.	Nissan	Infiniti	Security	Reset	Call	into	the	dealer,	this	is	their	response:	Using	the	fob	hit	unlock
button.	Use	the	ignition	key	to	start	the	car.	Use	the	key	to	unlock	the	driver's	door.	Remove	the	negative	battery	cable	and	then	reconnect.	Toyota	Lexus	Immobilizer	Reset	We	called	the	dealer	here	is	their	response:	Lock	the	car	and	shut	all	doors,	then	use	the	key	to	unlock	the	driver's	door.	Push	and	hold	down	the	panic	button	on	the	remote.	With
no	one	in	the	car	lock	and	unlock	the	car	using	the	key	remote.	Disconnect	the	battery	and	reconnect	as	a	last	resort.	Volkswagen	Security	System	Reset	To	deactivate	the	anti-theft	system	use	the	unlock	button	on	the	remote	key.	Unlock	the	driver's	door	using	the	key	and	then	switch	the	ignition	switch	to	the	on	position.	If	that	doesn't	work	exit	the
vehicle	and	roll	up	all	windows,	then	use	the	key	to	lock	the	driver's	door.	Wait	for	fifteen	minutes	and	unlock	the	drivers	door	using	the	key,	start	the	engine	within	15	seconds	of	opening	the	door.	To	see	alarm	system	questions	and	answers	please	visit	our	forum.	Questions?	Our	certified	technicians	are	ready	to	answer	security	system	questions	for
free.	We	hope	you	saved	money	and	learned	from	this	guide.	We	are	creating	a	full	set	of	car	repair	guides.	Please	subscribe	to	our	2CarPros	YouTube	channel	and	check	back	often	for	new	videos	which	are	uploaded	Download	Article	Download	Article	Although	helpful,	car	alarms	often	seem	like	more	of	a	nuisance	than	an	aid.	They	go	off
unpredictably,	refuse	to	turn	off,	and	startle	the	entire	neighborhood.	Because	the	safety	of	your	vehicle	is	important,	you	can	learn	a	few	methods	to	troubleshoot	car-alarm	issues.	With	a	few	simple	processes,	you	can	ensure	both	the	safety	and	function	of	your	vehicle.	1Unlock	the	car	manually.	If	the	alarm	remote	is	not	working,	use	the	key
directly.	Often	times	opening	up	the	door	will	stop	the	alarm.[1]	If	the	driver's	side	door	won't	unlock,	try	the	passenger	door.[2]	2Turn	on	your	car.	Put	the	key	in	the	ignition,	and	turn	the	car	on.	If	this	doesn't	turn	off	the	alarm,	try	turning	on	and	off	the	dashboard	lights	a	few	times	without	revving	up	the	engine.	Advertisement	3Utilize	common
tricks.	Factory	car	alarms	have	some	simple	reset	protocols	to	help	turn	off	an	alarm.	Most	of	the	tricks	rely	on	using	the	key	in	the	door;	simply	put,	a	lot	of	factory	car	alarms	have	a	door	sensor,	so	working	with	the	door	might	be	the	go-to	for	a	quick	fix.Put	the	key	in	the	driver's	door	and	turn	it	twice	to	the	right,	then	twice	to	the	left.	Then	insert
your	key	into	the	ignition	and	start	the	car.[3]Turn	the	key	into	the	unlock	position	and	hold	it	for	two	seconds	before	opening	the	door.4Disconnect	the	battery.	If	the	alarm	is	still	sounding	after	the	initial	troubleshooting,	you'll	want	to	silence	the	siren	as	quickly	as	possible.	Car	alarms	rely	on	the	electronic	component	of	the	vehicle,	and
disconnecting	the	battery	should	both	silence	the	siren	and	reset	your	alarm.	Open	up	the	hood,	locate	the	battery,	and	with	a	wrench,	remove	the	negative	terminal.	Then	reconnect	it	after	a	minute	has	passed.If	it	is	more	easily	accessible	you	can	also	unplug	the	wiring	harness	that	connects	to	the	car's	horn	or	siren.	If	the	horn	or	siren	gets
unplugged	it	can	no	longer	make	noise.5Reset	the	alarm	unit.	Locate	the	alarm	and	transmitter	system;	refer	to	your	owner's	manual	for	the	exact	location.	Hit	the	reset	switch	or	turn	it	off	and	on.6Remove	the	alarm	fuse.	This	should	both	silence	and	take	the	alarm	out	of	commission	until	the	fuse	is	replaced.	Find	the	alarm	fuse	in	the	fuse	box.
Remove	it,	and	put	the	fuse	in	a	plastic	bag.	You	can	store	it	in	your	glove	compartment	for	safe	keeping.If	you	cannot	locate	the	alarm	fuse	right	away,	remove	fuses	to	see	if	the	alarm	will	stop.	Doing	this	will	not	cause	damage	to	the	car,	but	make	sure	you	return	the	fuses	after	you've	determined	they	are	not	for	the	alarm.Some	car	alarms,	when
tampered	with,	prevent	a	car	from	starting	as	an	anti-theft	function.	If	you	remove	the	fuse	and	cannot	start	the	vehicle,	you	will	have	to	take	the	car	to	a	mechanic	or	dealer.7Press	the	"panic"	or	buttons	on	your	keychain	remote	to	stop	the	alarm.	Because	the	"panic"	button	can	sound	the	car	alarm,	it	can	also	stop	it.	Pressing	"unlock"	or	the	"trunk"
button	can	stop	the	car	alarm	because	it	disarms	the	car's	security	system.8Seek	a	mechanic	if	problems	persist.	If	none	these	reset	methods	work,	try	speaking	with	a	mechanic	or	dealer.	If	they	can	recognize	the	issues	over	the	phone,	the	fix	might	be	simple.	However,	further	diagnosis	might	be	needed	in	person.	Craig	Smith,	Automotive
Cybersecurity	Expert	Factory	car	alarms	often	have	simple	reset	protocols	to	help	turn	off	an	alarm.	Most	rely	on	using	the	key	in	the	door	simply	put,	cycling	the	key	to	the	lock	and	unlock	positions	can	reset	many	alarms.	Advertisement	1Speak	with	a	dealer	or	mechanic.	Disabling	a	car	alarm	can	be	a	temporary	fix	before	seeking	professional	auto
assistance.	However,	keep	in	mind,	car	alarms	are	meant	to	be	anti-theft,	and	when	tampered	with,	some	systems	prevent	a	vehicle	from	starting	as	a	security	measure.2Understand	the	basics	of	an	alarm	system.	Alarm	systems	consist	of	a	few	components.[4]Control	unit.	This	part	is	often	referred	to	as	the	brain	because	it	functions	as	the	command
center	for	the	system.Alarm	transmitter.	This	comes	in	two	forms:	key-chain	remote	or	the	key.Sensors.	Alarms	vary	and	can	get	complex	with	various	sensors	such	as	pressure,	door,	or	window	sensors.Siren.	Alarms	need	some	type	of	warning	signal;	some	systems	have	their	own	siren	component	while	others	are	wired	to	car	stereo.Wires.	Wires
connect	the	siren	to	the	control	unit,	the	control	unit	to	the	fuses,	and	the	control	unit	to	the	sensors.[5]3Disconnect	the	battery.	Open	up	the	hood	and	locate	the	battery.	Using	a	socket	wrench,	unscrew	the	negative	terminal	(-)	of	the	battery	and	pull	it	off.	This	is	a	safety	measure;	messing	around	with	a	vehicle's	electronics	can	be	dangerous.4Find
the	alarm	system.	If	you	have	a	factory	car	alarm,	check	in	your	owners	manual	as	a	guide.[6]	The	alarm	system	is	usually	under	the	hood	near	the	steering	wheel.	If	you	have	an	after-market	car	alarm,	it	may	be	installed	in	any	part	of	the	car,	but	companies	usually	install	them	under	the	steering	wheel.5Disconnect	wires.	Some	alarm	control	units
have	labels	for	each	wire.	Removing	the	wires	attached	to	the	control	unit	and	removing	the	wires	attached	to	the	siren	are	two	ways	to	disable	and	silence	your	alarm.Pull	the	wire	of	the	siren.	This	will	silence	the	alarm	and	might	be	a	good	temporary	fix	before	seeking	professional	assistance.Remove	the	control	unit.	If	you	pull	out	the	brain,	there
will	be	no	alarm	in	the	car.	However,	depending	on	the	way	your	car	alarm	was	set	up,	this	might	disable	your	vehicle	from	starting.6Reconnect	the	battery	and	test	the	car.	After	you	pull	a	wire,	plug	the	battery	back	in	to	make	sure	the	alarm	isn't	going	off	again.	Turn	on	your	car	and	give	the	engine	a	rev.	You	want	to	make	sure	the	car	can	still
function.	Advertisement	1Fix	an	alarm	that	starts	when	you	turn	the	car	on.	You	could	need	a	new	battery.	Disable	the	alarm	by	removing	the	alarm	fuse,	and	then	bring	the	car	to	the	shop.	They	can	check	your	battery	and	move	on	from	there	if	the	problem	is	the	alarm	system.2Diagnose	an	alarm	that	never	sets.	Lock	your	car	electronically	using	the
remote,	if	you	have	one.	Push	down	the	locking	pin	on	the	door	manually	if	the	remote	does	not	engage	the	lock	or	if	you	don't	have	a	remote.	Use	your	remote	key	or	click	the	"lock"	button	on	the	driver's	side	door	to	engage	the	lock.	If	this	does	not	work:Disconnect	the	negative	battery	terminal.Turn	the	key	to	on	position.Reattach	the	negative
battery	terminal.Turn	the	key	to	off	position.Start	the	car.[7]3Fix	an	alarm	that	goes	off	randomly.	Your	alarm	sensors	are	poorly	calibrated.	You'll	need	to	adjust	them	so	that	they	do	not	continue	to	cause	problems	whenever	a	dog	brushes	up	against	the	car.	To	do	so,	refer	to	your	owner's	manual	under	the	heading	"Alarm	System."	Most	cars	can	be
re-calibrated	to	be	less	sensitive	without	going	into	the	shop.	There	are	two	types	of	alarm	sensor	controls:DIP	Switches:	These	are	a	series	of	toggles	that	control	how	much	electricity	runs	through	the	sensors.	Turning	a	few	off	will	make	your	alarm	system	less	touchy.	These	are	built	into	the	main	control	unit	of	the	alarm	system.Rheostat:	Using	a
small	screwdriver,	you	can	loosen	up	a	bolt	that	adjusts	the	resistance	in	the	sensor,	making	it	more	or	less	sensitive.	These	sensors	are	mounted	externally.4Check	if	the	alarm	is	the	reason	your	car	won't	stop.	When	a	car	refuses	to	start,	most	people	go	through	a	series	of	checks	to	find	the	issue.	After	all	the	checks	lead	to	no	solution,	consider
checking	the	car	alarm.	Some	alarms	are	wired	with	the	ignition	as	an	anti-theft	measure.	Attempt	to	disable	or	reset	the	alarm,	and	then	try	starting	your	car.[8]	Advertisement	Add	New	Question	Question	How	do	you	reset	an	aftermarket	alarm?	Audra	Fordin	Certified	Automotive	TechnicianAudra	Fordin	is	a	Certified	Automotive	Technician,	the
Founder	of	Women	Auto	Know,	and	the	Owner	of	Great	Bear	Auto	Repair	in	Flushing,	New	York.	With	more	than	38	years	of	experience,	she	has	intensive	knowledge	about	foreign	and	domestic	auto	repairs.	Audra	has	been	featured	on	numerous	news	and	talk	shows	such	as	The	Today	Show,	Inside	Edition,	and	Anderson	Cooper.	Aftermarket	alarms
have	a	reset	button	that's	typically	found	on	the	left	side	knee	board	or	underneath	the	hood	by	the	fuse	box.	Question	How	do	I	turn	off	the	seat	belt	alarm	on	my	car?	In	most	cars,	you	have	to	get	under	the	seat	and	unplug	the	plug	underneath	it	to	disable	the	seatbelt	alarm.	Question	My	2001Tahoe	alarm	sounds	whenever	I	unlock	and	open	the
door.	I	don't	have	a	remote	door	lock.	What	can	I	do	to	stop	the	alarm	from	triggering?	When	I	had	this	problem,	I	was	told	to	insert	the	key	into	the	door,	turn	it	quickly	and	to	the	left	three	times,	and	then	to	the	right	once.	This	will	turn	off	the	alarm.	If	you're	quick	you	can	also	get	into	the	vehicle	and	turn	on	the	engine	to	stop	the	alarm	from
sounding.	Unfortunately	you'll	have	to	do	either	option	each	time	you	unlock	your	car.	See	more	answers	Ask	a	Question	Advertisement	Thanks	Thanks	Advertisement	Co-authored	by:	Certified	Automotive	Technician	This	article	was	co-authored	by	Audra	Fordin.	Audra	Fordin	is	a	Certified	Automotive	Technician,	the	Founder	of	Women	Auto	Know,
and	the	Owner	of	Great	Bear	Auto	Repair	in	Flushing,	New	York.	With	more	than	38	years	of	experience,	she	has	intensive	knowledge	about	foreign	and	domestic	auto	repairs.	Audra	has	been	featured	on	numerous	news	and	talk	shows	such	as	The	Today	Show,	Inside	Edition,	and	Anderson	Cooper.	This	article	has	been	viewed	1,221,620	times.	Co-
authors:	17	Updated:	May	23,	2025	Views:1,221,620	Categories:	Car	Electronics	PrintSend	fan	mail	to	authors	Thanks	to	all	authors	for	creating	a	page	that	has	been	read	1,221,620	times.	"Was	very	helpful."	Share	your	story	Modern	cars	are	equipped	with	anti-theft	systems	to	provide	an	extra	layer	of	security	and	protect	them	from	theft.	These
systems	employ	various	methods	to	deter	unauthorized	access	to	the	vehicle.	However,	there	may	be	instances	when	you	need	to	reset	the	anti-theft	system,	such	as	when	you	replace	a	key	or	experience	a	malfunction.	In	this	article,	we	will	guide	you	through	the	process	of	resetting	an	anti-theft	system	on	a	car.Understanding	the	Anti-Theft
SystemBefore	diving	into	the	reset	process,	its	essential	to	have	a	basic	understanding	of	how	the	anti-theft	system	works.	Most	modern	vehicles	utilize	electronic	immobilizers,	which	rely	on	transponder	keys	or	proximity	sensors	to	detect	authorized	access.	When	an	unauthorized	attempt	is	made	to	start	the	car,	the	system	activates,	preventing	the
engine	from	starting	or	shutting	it	down	shortly	after	ignition.Reasons	for	Resetting	the	Anti-Theft	SystemThere	are	several	reasons	why	you	might	need	to	reset	the	anti-theft	system.	Some	common	situations	include:Replacing	a	key:	If	youve	lost	a	key	or	obtained	a	new	one,	resetting	the	anti-theft	system	is	necessary	to	program	the	new
key.Malfunction:	In	some	cases,	the	anti-theft	system	might	malfunction,	causing	issues	with	starting	the	car	or	triggering	false	alarms.Battery	replacement:	Disconnecting	the	cars	battery	or	replacing	it	can	sometimes	trigger	the	anti-theft	system,	requiring	a	reset.Manual	Method	for	Resetting	an	Anti-Theft	SystemOne	of	the	simplest	methods	for
resetting	the	anti-theft	system	involves	disconnecting	and	reconnecting	the	cars	battery.	Heres	how	you	can	do	it:Step	1:	Disconnect	the	BatteryLocate	the	cars	battery	and	use	the	appropriate	tools	to	disconnect	the	negative	terminal.	This	will	cut	off	power	to	the	system	and	reset	it.Step	2:	Wait	for	30	MinutesAfter	disconnecting	the	battery,	allow
the	car	to	sit	for	approximately	30	minutes.	This	duration	ensures	that	any	residual	power	in	the	system	dissipates,	allowing	for	a	complete	reset.Step	3:	Reconnect	the	BatteryOnce	the	waiting	period	is	over,	reattach	the	negative	terminal	of	the	battery	securely.	Ensure	that	the	connection	is	tight	and	stable.Step	4:	Start	the	CarNow,	try	starting	the
car.	The	anti-theft	system	should	be	reset,	allowing	the	engine	to	start	without	any	issues.	If	the	system	has	reset	successfully,	the	car	should	start	normally.Key	Programming	Method	for	Resetting	an	Anti-Theft	SystemIf	youve	obtained	a	new	key	or	a	replacement	key,	it	may	require	programming	to	work	with	the	anti-theft	system.	Follow	these	steps
to	reset	the	system	using	the	key	programming	method:Step	1:	Obtain	the	Key	CodeContact	your	car	manufacturer	or	a	certified	locksmith	to	obtain	the	key	code	for	your	vehicle.	This	code	is	essential	for	programming	the	new	key.Step	2:	Turn	the	Ignition	On	and	OffInsert	the	original,	programmed	key	into	the	ignition	and	turn	it	to	the	On	position
for	a	few	seconds.	Then,	turn	it	off	and	remove	the	key.Step	3:	Repeat	the	ProcessRepeat	the	previous	step	three	times,	turning	the	key	to	the	On	position	and	then	off.	This	sequence	helps	the	car	recognize	the	programming	mode.Step	4:	Test	the	New	KeyAfter	completing	the	three	cycles,	insert	the	new	or	replacement	key	into	the	ignition	and	turn
it	to	the	On	position.	If	the	programming	was	successful,	the	car	should	start	without	any	issues.Computerized	Method	for	Resetting	an	Anti-Theft	SystemCertain	car	models	require	a	computerized	method	for	resetting	the	anti-theft	system.	Heres	how	you	can	do	it:Step	1:	Use	a	Diagnostic	ToolObtain	a	diagnostic	tool	compatible	with	your	cars	make
and	model.	These	tools	allow	you	to	access	the	cars	internal	systems	and	perform	various	functions.Step	2:	Connect	the	Diagnostic	ToolConnect	the	diagnostic	tool	to	the	cars	onboard	diagnostic	(OBD)	port.	The	location	of	the	port	may	vary	depending	on	the	vehicle,	so	consult	your	cars	manual	for	its	exact	location.Step	3:	Follow	the	On-Screen
InstructionsOnce	the	diagnostic	tool	is	connected,	follow	the	on-screen	instructions	to	access	the	anti-theft	system	reset	function.	The	specific	steps	may	vary	depending	on	the	tool	and	car	model.Step	4:	Test	the	Anti-Theft	SystemAfter	resetting	the	system	using	the	diagnostic	tool,	test	the	anti-theft	system	by	attempting	to	start	the	car.	If	the	reset
was	successful,	the	engine	should	start	without	any	issues.Additional	Tips	for	Resetting	an	Anti-Theft	SystemEnsure	the	battery	is	fully	charged	before	attempting	a	manual	reset.Consult	your	cars	manual	or	contact	the	manufacturer	for	specific	instructions	related	to	your	vehicles	anti-theft	system.If	you	encounter	difficulties	or	the	system	fails	to
reset,	consider	seeking	assistance	from	a	professional	automotive	technician.Conclusion	and	Final	Thoughts	on	Reseting	Anti-Theft	SystemsResetting	an	anti-theft	system	on	a	car	may	be	necessary	when	replacing	a	key	or	resolving	system	malfunctions.	In	this	article,	we	discussed	manual,	key	programming,	and	computerized	methods	for	resetting
the	system.	Remember	to	follow	the	appropriate	steps	and	consult	your	cars	manual	or	a	professional	if	needed.	By	resetting	the	anti-theft	system	correctly,	you	can	ensure	the	security	and	proper	functioning	of	your	vehicle.Frequently	Asked	Questions	(FAQ)How	long	does	it	take	to	reset	an	anti-theft	system?The	duration	can	vary	depending	on	the
specific	method	and	car	model.	Manual	resets	typically	take	around	30	minutes,	while	key	programming	and	computerized	methods	may	take	less	time.Will	resetting	the	anti-theft	system	erase	my	cars	settings?No,	resetting	the	anti-theft	system	should	not	affect	your	cars	settings	or	configurations.	It	primarily	focuses	on	reestablishing
communication	between	the	keys,	immobilizer,	and	ignition	system.Can	I	reset	the	anti-theft	system	myself?Yes,	you	can	attempt	to	reset	the	anti-theft	system	yourself	using	the	methods	described	in	this	article.	However,	if	you	are	unsure	or	encounter	difficulties,	its	advisable	to	seek	professional	assistance.Do	all	cars	have	the	same	process	for
resetting	the	anti-theft	system?No,	the	process	for	resetting	the	anti-theft	system	may	vary	among	different	car	manufacturers	and	models.	Always	refer	to	your	cars	manual	or	consult	a	professional	for	accurate	instructions.Is	resetting	the	anti-theft	system	the	same	as	disabling	it?No,	resetting	the	anti-theft	system	aims	to	restore	its	proper
functioning.	Disabling	the	anti-theft	system	altogether	may	compromise	the	security	of	your	vehicle	and	is	not	recommended.	Modern	cars	are	equipped	with	anti-theft	systems	to	provide	an	extra	layer	of	security	and	protect	them	from	theft.	These	systems	employ	various	methods	to	deter	unauthorized	access	to	the	vehicle.	However,	there	may	be
instances	when	you	need	to	reset	the	anti-theft	system,	such	as	when	you	replace	a	key,	experience	a	malfunction,	or	change	the	battery.	In	this	article,	we	will	explore	the	different	methods	for	resetting	a	car's	security	system	and	provide	step-by-step	instructions	for	each	approach.How	to	reset	a	car	security	systemCharacteristicsValuesResetting
the	anti-theft	systemRe-establishing	communication	between	the	keys,	immobilizer,	and	ignition	systemReset	methodsUsing	the	physical	key,	disconnecting	the	battery,	using	the	key	fob,	using	the	"panic"	or	"unlock"	button	on	the	keychain	remote,	turning	the	key	to	the	"On"	position,	pushing	a	reset	button	on	the	alarm	box,	removing	the	alarm	fuse,
using	a	screwdriver	to	loosen	a	bolt	in	the	sensorWhen	to	resetAfter	programming	changes,	system	upgrades	or	repairs,	lost	or	stolen	keys,	replacing	a	key,	malfunction,	battery	changeReset	durationManual	resets:	around	30	minutes;	key	programming	and	computerized	methods:	less	timeResetting	with	a	physical	keyResetting	the	anti-theft	system
with	a	physical	key	is	a	simple	process,	but	it	may	vary	depending	on	the	car	make	and	model.	It's	important	to	refer	to	the	vehicle's	user	manual	or	consult	a	professional	technician	for	specific	instructions.	Here	is	a	general	guide	on	how	to	reset	a	car	security	system	using	a	physical	key:Locate	the	Driver's	Side	Door	LockThe	first	step	is	to	locate
the	lock	on	the	driver's	side	door.	This	is	usually	located	on	the	door	handle	or	near	it.Insert	the	Physical	KeyTake	the	physical	key	for	your	car	and	insert	it	into	the	driver's	side	door	lock.	Ensure	that	the	key	is	inserted	correctly	and	fits	snugly	into	the	lock.Turn	the	Key	to	the	Unlock	PositionOnce	the	key	is	inserted,	turn	it	to	the	"unlock"	position.
Hold	it	in	this	position	for	about	two	seconds.	This	step	may	vary	depending	on	your	car	model;	some	may	require	turning	the	key	to	the	on	position	first.Open	the	DoorAfter	holding	the	key	in	the	unlock	position,	open	the	door.	This	should	be	done	while	the	key	is	still	in	the	unlock	position.Repeat	the	ProcessNow,	insert	the	key	into	the	lock	once
again	and	turn	it	to	the	lock	position.	You	may	need	to	hold	it	for	a	few	seconds	before	removing	the	key.	This	process	of	locking	and	unlocking	the	door	with	the	physical	key	may	need	to	be	repeated	a	few	times.Start	the	CarFinally,	attempt	to	start	the	car	as	you	usually	would.	The	security	system	should	now	be	reset,	and	the	car	should	start
without	any	issues.	If	the	problem	persists,	consult	your	car's	manual	or	seek	professional	assistance.It	is	important	to	note	that	this	process	may	vary	for	different	car	models	and	manufacturers.	Always	refer	to	the	specific	instructions	provided	by	the	car	manufacturer	to	ensure	a	safe	and	effective	reset	of	your	car	security	system.Resetting	by
disconnecting	the	batteryResetting	your	car's	security	system	by	disconnecting	the	battery	is	a	relatively	straightforward	process,	but	it's	important	to	exercise	caution	when	dealing	with	electrical	components.	Here	is	a	step-by-step	guide	to	help	you	reset	your	car's	security	system	by	disconnecting	the	battery:Step	1:	Prepare	Your	VehicleBefore	you
begin,	ensure	your	vehicle	is	turned	off	and	the	engine	is	not	running.	Locate	your	vehicle's	hood	release	lever,	typically	found	near	the	driver's	seat,	and	pull	it	to	pop	the	hood.	Exit	the	vehicle	and	secure	the	hood	in	its	upright	position,	usually	done	by	inserting	a	hood	prop	rod,	to	ensure	the	hood	stays	open	while	you	work.Step	2:	Disconnect	the
BatteryOnce	the	hood	is	open,	locate	the	battery.	It	is	usually	found	near	the	steering	wheel,	under	the	hood.	Using	a	wrench,	loosen	the	nut	on	the	negative	terminal	of	the	battery.	The	negative	terminal	will	be	clearly	marked,	often	with	a	black	cover,	and	may	be	on	either	the	left	or	right	side	of	the	battery.	Once	the	nut	is	loosened,	carefully	remove
the	negative	cable	from	the	battery.	This	step	cuts	off	the	power	supply	to	the	security	system,	including	the	alarm.Step	3:	WaitAfter	disconnecting	the	battery,	it	is	important	to	wait	for	a	sufficient	amount	of	time	to	ensure	a	complete	reset.	Opinions	vary	on	the	exact	waiting	time,	with	some	sources	suggesting	one	minute,	others	five	minutes,	and
some	recommending	up	to	30	minutes.	Waiting	for	a	longer	duration	ensures	that	any	residual	power	in	the	system	dissipates.	During	this	time,	you	may	want	to	write	down	your	radio	presets,	as	disconnecting	the	battery	will	cause	the	radio	to	forget	them.Step	4:	Reconnect	the	BatteryAfter	waiting	for	the	specified	time,	securely	reconnect	the
negative	cable	to	the	battery's	negative	terminal.	Ensure	that	the	connection	is	tight	and	stable.Step	5:	Start	Your	VehicleTry	starting	your	vehicle	after	reconnecting	the	battery.	The	security	system	and	anti-theft	system	should	now	be	reset.	If	the	reset	was	successful,	your	car	should	start	normally.It	is	important	to	note	that	some	vehicles	may	have
specific	procedures	for	resetting	the	security	system,	so	always	refer	to	your	owner's	manual	or	consult	a	professional	automotive	technician	if	you	encounter	any	difficulties	or	if	the	system	fails	to	reset.	Additionally,	disconnecting	the	battery	may	trigger	other	security	measures	in	some	systems,	as	a	precaution	against	theft.Resetting	via	the	key
fobResetting	a	car	security	system	via	the	key	fob	typically	involves	a	series	of	steps	that	vary	depending	on	the	vehicle's	specific	make	and	model.	Here	is	a	detailed	guide	on	resetting	your	car	security	system	using	the	key	fob:Unlock	the	Vehicle:	Start	by	unlocking	your	car	using	the	key	fob.	This	step	is	crucial	as	it	validates	the	key	fob's	recognition
by	the	car's	security	system.Disable	the	Alarm:	Once	inside	the	car,	you	may	need	to	disable	the	alarm.	Press	the	"panic"	or	"alarm"	button	on	your	key	fob	or	keychain	remote.	On	some	models,	pressing	the	"unlock"	or	"trunk"	button	can	also	disarm	the	security	system.Roll	Up	Windows	and	Lock	the	Car:	After	disabling	the	alarm,	ensure	all	windows
are	rolled	up,	and	then	exit	the	vehicle.	Lock	the	car	doors	using	the	key	fob.	In	some	cases,	you	may	need	to	lock	and	unlock	the	doors	twice	to	initiate	the	reset	process.Wait	and	Unlock	Again:	Maintain	a	distance	of	at	least	10	feet	from	the	vehicle	and	wait	for	about	5	to	10	minutes.	After	this,	use	the	key	fob	to	unlock	the	car.	This	sequence	should
deactivate	the	security	system,	indicated	by	exterior	lights	flashing	or	an	audible	horn	beep.Insert	Key	into	Ignition:	Insert	the	ignition	key	into	the	ignition	switch	and	turn	it	to	the	"on"	position.	In	some	cases,	you	may	need	to	attempt	to	start	the	engine	(crank	over),	but	it	won't	start.	Keep	the	key	in	the	"run"	position	for	about	10	minutes	until	the
security	light	blinks	and	goes	out.Repeat	the	Cycle:	Turn	the	key	off	and	wait	for	about	5	seconds.	Repeat	the	above	steps	for	a	total	of	three	10-minute	cycles.	This	process	helps	reset	the	immobilizer	system	and	ensures	the	security	light	is	cancelled.It	is	important	to	consult	your	vehicle's	owner's	manual	for	specific	instructions	related	to	your	car's
make	and	model.	Additionally,	keep	your	key	fob	in	good	condition	and	replace	its	battery	periodically	to	prevent	communication	failures	with	the	car's	security	system.Resetting	by	turning	on	the	ignitionResetting	your	car's	security	system	by	turning	on	the	ignition	is	a	straightforward	process,	but	it	may	vary	slightly	depending	on	your	vehicle's
specific	make	and	model.	Here's	a	detailed	guide	on	how	to	do	it:Step	1:	Unlock	your	carUse	your	key	fob	to	unlock	the	car.	If	you	don't	have	a	remote	key	fob,	you	can	insert	the	key	into	the	outside	door	handle	and	turn	it	to	the	right	and	then	to	the	left	to	unlock	the	door.	This	can	be	done	on	either	the	driver's	or	passenger	door.Step	2:	Insert	the
key	into	the	ignitionAfter	unlocking	the	car,	insert	the	key	into	the	ignition.	Ensure	that	the	key	is	properly	inserted	into	the	ignition	switch.Step	3:	Turn	the	key	to	the	"On"	positionTurn	the	key	to	the	"On"	position,	but	do	not	start	the	engine.	The	headlights	and	tail	lights	may	turn	on,	indicating	that	the	ignition	is	on.Step	4:	WaitKeep	the	key	in	the
"On"	position	for	a	specific	amount	of	time.	Different	car	models	may	have	varying	wait	times.	For	example,	some	sources	suggest	waiting	for	90	seconds,	while	others	recommend	waiting	for	three	10-minute	cycles,	turning	the	key	off	for	5	seconds	between	each	cycle.	Refer	to	your	car's	manual	or	a	professional	for	specific	instructions	for	your
vehicle.Step	5:	Turn	the	key	off	and	remove	itAfter	completing	the	waiting	period,	turn	the	key	back	to	the	off	position	and	remove	it	from	the	ignition.Step	6:	Repeat	the	processRepeat	the	above	steps	for	a	total	of	three	cycles.	At	the	end	of	the	third	cycle,	your	car's	security	system	should	be	reset.Additional	Tips:If	you	have	a	valet	or	similar	switch,
you	may	need	to	press	and	hold	it	during	the	process.If	you	have	a	new	or	replacement	key,	you	may	need	to	program	it	to	work	with	the	anti-theft	system.	Contact	your	car	manufacturer	or	a	locksmith	to	obtain	the	key	code,	which	is	essential	for	programming.If	you	encounter	any	issues	or	complications,	consult	your	car's	manual	or	a	professional
mechanic	for	guidance.Resetting	the	alarm	unitUsing	the	KeyOne	common	method	is	to	use	the	physical	key.	Insert	the	key	into	the	driver's	side	door	lock	and	turn	it	to	unlock	and	then	lock	the	door.	This	process	may	vary,	with	some	vehicles	requiring	you	to	insert	the	key	into	the	ignition	and	turn	it	to	the	'On'	position	without	starting	the
engine.Disconnecting	the	BatteryIf	the	above	method	does	not	work,	you	can	try	disconnecting	the	car	battery.	First,	disconnect	the	negative	(black)	terminal,	followed	by	the	positive	(red)	terminal.	Allow	the	car	to	sit	for	approximately	30	minutes	to	ensure	any	residual	power	in	the	system	is	dissipated.	Then,	reconnect	the	negative	terminal
securely	and	try	starting	the	car.Removing	the	Alarm	FuseYou	can	also	reset	the	alarm	by	locating	and	removing	the	alarm	fuse	from	the	fuse	box.	This	will	silence	the	alarm	and	take	it	out	of	commission	until	the	fuse	is	replaced.	You	can	store	the	removed	fuse	in	a	plastic	bag	in	your	glove	compartment.Reset	SwitchLocate	the	alarm	and	transmitter
system,	usually	found	under	the	hood	near	the	steering	wheel.	Refer	to	your	owner's	manual	for	the	exact	location.	If	there	is	a	reset	switch,	simply	hit	it	or	turn	it	off	and	on	to	reset	the	alarm	unit.It	is	important	to	always	refer	to	your	vehicle's	user	manual	or	consult	a	professional	technician	for	specific	reset	procedures	tailored	to	your	car's	make
and	model.Frequently	asked	questions	Download	Article	Download	Article	Although	helpful,	car	alarms	often	seem	like	more	of	a	nuisance	than	an	aid.	They	go	off	unpredictably,	refuse	to	turn	off,	and	startle	the	entire	neighborhood.	Because	the	safety	of	your	vehicle	is	important,	you	can	learn	a	few	methods	to	troubleshoot	car-alarm	issues.	With	a
few	simple	processes,	you	can	ensure	both	the	safety	and	function	of	your	vehicle.	1Unlock	the	car	manually.	If	the	alarm	remote	is	not	working,	use	the	key	directly.	Often	times	opening	up	the	door	will	stop	the	alarm.[1]	If	the	driver's	side	door	won't	unlock,	try	the	passenger	door.[2]	2Turn	on	your	car.	Put	the	key	in	the	ignition,	and	turn	the	car
on.	If	this	doesn't	turn	off	the	alarm,	try	turning	on	and	off	the	dashboard	lights	a	few	times	without	revving	up	the	engine.	Advertisement	3Utilize	common	tricks.	Factory	car	alarms	have	some	simple	reset	protocols	to	help	turn	off	an	alarm.	Most	of	the	tricks	rely	on	using	the	key	in	the	door;	simply	put,	a	lot	of	factory	car	alarms	have	a	door	sensor,
so	working	with	the	door	might	be	the	go-to	for	a	quick	fix.Put	the	key	in	the	driver's	door	and	turn	it	twice	to	the	right,	then	twice	to	the	left.	Then	insert	your	key	into	the	ignition	and	start	the	car.[3]Turn	the	key	into	the	unlock	position	and	hold	it	for	two	seconds	before	opening	the	door.4Disconnect	the	battery.	If	the	alarm	is	still	sounding	after
the	initial	troubleshooting,	you'll	want	to	silence	the	siren	as	quickly	as	possible.	Car	alarms	rely	on	the	electronic	component	of	the	vehicle,	and	disconnecting	the	battery	should	both	silence	the	siren	and	reset	your	alarm.	Open	up	the	hood,	locate	the	battery,	and	with	a	wrench,	remove	the	negative	terminal.	Then	reconnect	it	after	a	minute	has
passed.If	it	is	more	easily	accessible	you	can	also	unplug	the	wiring	harness	that	connects	to	the	car's	horn	or	siren.	If	the	horn	or	siren	gets	unplugged	it	can	no	longer	make	noise.5Reset	the	alarm	unit.	Locate	the	alarm	and	transmitter	system;	refer	to	your	owner's	manual	for	the	exact	location.	Hit	the	reset	switch	or	turn	it	off	and	on.6Remove	the
alarm	fuse.	This	should	both	silence	and	take	the	alarm	out	of	commission	until	the	fuse	is	replaced.	Find	the	alarm	fuse	in	the	fuse	box.	Remove	it,	and	put	the	fuse	in	a	plastic	bag.	You	can	store	it	in	your	glove	compartment	for	safe	keeping.If	you	cannot	locate	the	alarm	fuse	right	away,	remove	fuses	to	see	if	the	alarm	will	stop.	Doing	this	will	not
cause	damage	to	the	car,	but	make	sure	you	return	the	fuses	after	you've	determined	they	are	not	for	the	alarm.Some	car	alarms,	when	tampered	with,	prevent	a	car	from	starting	as	an	anti-theft	function.	If	you	remove	the	fuse	and	cannot	start	the	vehicle,	you	will	have	to	take	the	car	to	a	mechanic	or	dealer.7Press	the	"panic"	or	buttons	on	your
keychain	remote	to	stop	the	alarm.	Because	the	"panic"	button	can	sound	the	car	alarm,	it	can	also	stop	it.	Pressing	"unlock"	or	the	"trunk"	button	can	stop	the	car	alarm	because	it	disarms	the	car's	security	system.8Seek	a	mechanic	if	problems	persist.	If	none	these	reset	methods	work,	try	speaking	with	a	mechanic	or	dealer.	If	they	can	recognize
the	issues	over	the	phone,	the	fix	might	be	simple.	However,	further	diagnosis	might	be	needed	in	person.	Craig	Smith,	Automotive	Cybersecurity	Expert	Factory	car	alarms	often	have	simple	reset	protocols	to	help	turn	off	an	alarm.	Most	rely	on	using	the	key	in	the	door	simply	put,	cycling	the	key	to	the	lock	and	unlock	positions	can	reset	many
alarms.	Advertisement	1Speak	with	a	dealer	or	mechanic.	Disabling	a	car	alarm	can	be	a	temporary	fix	before	seeking	professional	auto	assistance.	However,	keep	in	mind,	car	alarms	are	meant	to	be	anti-theft,	and	when	tampered	with,	some	systems	prevent	a	vehicle	from	starting	as	a	security	measure.2Understand	the	basics	of	an	alarm	system.
Alarm	systems	consist	of	a	few	components.[4]Control	unit.	This	part	is	often	referred	to	as	the	brain	because	it	functions	as	the	command	center	for	the	system.Alarm	transmitter.	This	comes	in	two	forms:	key-chain	remote	or	the	key.Sensors.	Alarms	vary	and	can	get	complex	with	various	sensors	such	as	pressure,	door,	or	window	sensors.Siren.
Alarms	need	some	type	of	warning	signal;	some	systems	have	their	own	siren	component	while	others	are	wired	to	car	stereo.Wires.	Wires	connect	the	siren	to	the	control	unit,	the	control	unit	to	the	fuses,	and	the	control	unit	to	the	sensors.[5]3Disconnect	the	battery.	Open	up	the	hood	and	locate	the	battery.	Using	a	socket	wrench,	unscrew	the
negative	terminal	(-)	of	the	battery	and	pull	it	off.	This	is	a	safety	measure;	messing	around	with	a	vehicle's	electronics	can	be	dangerous.4Find	the	alarm	system.	If	you	have	a	factory	car	alarm,	check	in	your	owners	manual	as	a	guide.[6]	The	alarm	system	is	usually	under	the	hood	near	the	steering	wheel.	If	you	have	an	after-market	car	alarm,	it	may
be	installed	in	any	part	of	the	car,	but	companies	usually	install	them	under	the	steering	wheel.5Disconnect	wires.	Some	alarm	control	units	have	labels	for	each	wire.	Removing	the	wires	attached	to	the	control	unit	and	removing	the	wires	attached	to	the	siren	are	two	ways	to	disable	and	silence	your	alarm.Pull	the	wire	of	the	siren.	This	will	silence
the	alarm	and	might	be	a	good	temporary	fix	before	seeking	professional	assistance.Remove	the	control	unit.	If	you	pull	out	the	brain,	there	will	be	no	alarm	in	the	car.	However,	depending	on	the	way	your	car	alarm	was	set	up,	this	might	disable	your	vehicle	from	starting.6Reconnect	the	battery	and	test	the	car.	After	you	pull	a	wire,	plug	the	battery
back	in	to	make	sure	the	alarm	isn't	going	off	again.	Turn	on	your	car	and	give	the	engine	a	rev.	You	want	to	make	sure	the	car	can	still	function.	Advertisement	1Fix	an	alarm	that	starts	when	you	turn	the	car	on.	You	could	need	a	new	battery.	Disable	the	alarm	by	removing	the	alarm	fuse,	and	then	bring	the	car	to	the	shop.	They	can	check	your
battery	and	move	on	from	there	if	the	problem	is	the	alarm	system.2Diagnose	an	alarm	that	never	sets.	Lock	your	car	electronically	using	the	remote,	if	you	have	one.	Push	down	the	locking	pin	on	the	door	manually	if	the	remote	does	not	engage	the	lock	or	if	you	don't	have	a	remote.	Use	your	remote	key	or	click	the	"lock"	button	on	the	driver's	side
door	to	engage	the	lock.	If	this	does	not	work:Disconnect	the	negative	battery	terminal.Turn	the	key	to	on	position.Reattach	the	negative	battery	terminal.Turn	the	key	to	off	position.Start	the	car.[7]3Fix	an	alarm	that	goes	off	randomly.	Your	alarm	sensors	are	poorly	calibrated.	You'll	need	to	adjust	them	so	that	they	do	not	continue	to	cause	problems
whenever	a	dog	brushes	up	against	the	car.	To	do	so,	refer	to	your	owner's	manual	under	the	heading	"Alarm	System."	Most	cars	can	be	re-calibrated	to	be	less	sensitive	without	going	into	the	shop.	There	are	two	types	of	alarm	sensor	controls:DIP	Switches:	These	are	a	series	of	toggles	that	control	how	much	electricity	runs	through	the	sensors.
Turning	a	few	off	will	make	your	alarm	system	less	touchy.	These	are	built	into	the	main	control	unit	of	the	alarm	system.Rheostat:	Using	a	small	screwdriver,	you	can	loosen	up	a	bolt	that	adjusts	the	resistance	in	the	sensor,	making	it	more	or	less	sensitive.	These	sensors	are	mounted	externally.4Check	if	the	alarm	is	the	reason	your	car	won't	stop.
When	a	car	refuses	to	start,	most	people	go	through	a	series	of	checks	to	find	the	issue.	After	all	the	checks	lead	to	no	solution,	consider	checking	the	car	alarm.	Some	alarms	are	wired	with	the	ignition	as	an	anti-theft	measure.	Attempt	to	disable	or	reset	the	alarm,	and	then	try	starting	your	car.[8]	Advertisement	Add	New	Question	Question	How	do
you	reset	an	aftermarket	alarm?	Audra	Fordin	Certified	Automotive	TechnicianAudra	Fordin	is	a	Certified	Automotive	Technician,	the	Founder	of	Women	Auto	Know,	and	the	Owner	of	Great	Bear	Auto	Repair	in	Flushing,	New	York.	With	more	than	38	years	of	experience,	she	has	intensive	knowledge	about	foreign	and	domestic	auto	repairs.	Audra	has
been	featured	on	numerous	news	and	talk	shows	such	as	The	Today	Show,	Inside	Edition,	and	Anderson	Cooper.	Aftermarket	alarms	have	a	reset	button	that's	typically	found	on	the	left	side	knee	board	or	underneath	the	hood	by	the	fuse	box.	Question	How	do	I	turn	off	the	seat	belt	alarm	on	my	car?	In	most	cars,	you	have	to	get	under	the	seat	and
unplug	the	plug	underneath	it	to	disable	the	seatbelt	alarm.	Question	My	2001Tahoe	alarm	sounds	whenever	I	unlock	and	open	the	door.	I	don't	have	a	remote	door	lock.	What	can	I	do	to	stop	the	alarm	from	triggering?	When	I	had	this	problem,	I	was	told	to	insert	the	key	into	the	door,	turn	it	quickly	and	to	the	left	three	times,	and	then	to	the	right
once.	This	will	turn	off	the	alarm.	If	you're	quick	you	can	also	get	into	the	vehicle	and	turn	on	the	engine	to	stop	the	alarm	from	sounding.	Unfortunately	you'll	have	to	do	either	option	each	time	you	unlock	your	car.	See	more	answers	Ask	a	Question	Advertisement	Thanks	Thanks	Advertisement	Co-authored	by:	Certified	Automotive	Technician	This
article	was	co-authored	by	Audra	Fordin.	Audra	Fordin	is	a	Certified	Automotive	Technician,	the	Founder	of	Women	Auto	Know,	and	the	Owner	of	Great	Bear	Auto	Repair	in	Flushing,	New	York.	With	more	than	38	years	of	experience,	she	has	intensive	knowledge	about	foreign	and	domestic	auto	repairs.	Audra	has	been	featured	on	numerous	news
and	talk	shows	such	as	The	Today	Show,	Inside	Edition,	and	Anderson	Cooper.	This	article	has	been	viewed	1,221,620	times.	Co-authors:	17	Updated:	May	23,	2025	Views:1,221,620	Categories:	Car	Electronics	PrintSend	fan	mail	to	authors	Thanks	to	all	authors	for	creating	a	page	that	has	been	read	1,221,620	times.	"Was	very	helpful."	Share	your
story	Download	Article	Download	Article	Although	helpful,	car	alarms	often	seem	like	more	of	a	nuisance	than	an	aid.	They	go	off	unpredictably,	refuse	to	turn	off,	and	startle	the	entire	neighborhood.	Because	the	safety	of	your	vehicle	is	important,	you	can	learn	a	few	methods	to	troubleshoot	car-alarm	issues.	With	a	few	simple	processes,	you	can
ensure	both	the	safety	and	function	of	your	vehicle.	1Unlock	the	car	manually.	If	the	alarm	remote	is	not	working,	use	the	key	directly.	Often	times	opening	up	the	door	will	stop	the	alarm.[1]	If	the	driver's	side	door	won't	unlock,	try	the	passenger	door.[2]	2Turn	on	your	car.	Put	the	key	in	the	ignition,	and	turn	the	car	on.	If	this	doesn't	turn	off	the
alarm,	try	turning	on	and	off	the	dashboard	lights	a	few	times	without	revving	up	the	engine.	Advertisement	3Utilize	common	tricks.	Factory	car	alarms	have	some	simple	reset	protocols	to	help	turn	off	an	alarm.	Most	of	the	tricks	rely	on	using	the	key	in	the	door;	simply	put,	a	lot	of	factory	car	alarms	have	a	door	sensor,	so	working	with	the	door
might	be	the	go-to	for	a	quick	fix.Put	the	key	in	the	driver's	door	and	turn	it	twice	to	the	right,	then	twice	to	the	left.	Then	insert	your	key	into	the	ignition	and	start	the	car.[3]Turn	the	key	into	the	unlock	position	and	hold	it	for	two	seconds	before	opening	the	door.4Disconnect	the	battery.	If	the	alarm	is	still	sounding	after	the	initial	troubleshooting,
you'll	want	to	silence	the	siren	as	quickly	as	possible.	Car	alarms	rely	on	the	electronic	component	of	the	vehicle,	and	disconnecting	the	battery	should	both	silence	the	siren	and	reset	your	alarm.	Open	up	the	hood,	locate	the	battery,	and	with	a	wrench,	remove	the	negative	terminal.	Then	reconnect	it	after	a	minute	has	passed.If	it	is	more	easily
accessible	you	can	also	unplug	the	wiring	harness	that	connects	to	the	car's	horn	or	siren.	If	the	horn	or	siren	gets	unplugged	it	can	no	longer	make	noise.5Reset	the	alarm	unit.	Locate	the	alarm	and	transmitter	system;	refer	to	your	owner's	manual	for	the	exact	location.	Hit	the	reset	switch	or	turn	it	off	and	on.6Remove	the	alarm	fuse.	This	should
both	silence	and	take	the	alarm	out	of	commission	until	the	fuse	is	replaced.	Find	the	alarm	fuse	in	the	fuse	box.	Remove	it,	and	put	the	fuse	in	a	plastic	bag.	You	can	store	it	in	your	glove	compartment	for	safe	keeping.If	you	cannot	locate	the	alarm	fuse	right	away,	remove	fuses	to	see	if	the	alarm	will	stop.	Doing	this	will	not	cause	damage	to	the	car,
but	make	sure	you	return	the	fuses	after	you've	determined	they	are	not	for	the	alarm.Some	car	alarms,	when	tampered	with,	prevent	a	car	from	starting	as	an	anti-theft	function.	If	you	remove	the	fuse	and	cannot	start	the	vehicle,	you	will	have	to	take	the	car	to	a	mechanic	or	dealer.7Press	the	"panic"	or	buttons	on	your	keychain	remote	to	stop	the
alarm.	Because	the	"panic"	button	can	sound	the	car	alarm,	it	can	also	stop	it.	Pressing	"unlock"	or	the	"trunk"	button	can	stop	the	car	alarm	because	it	disarms	the	car's	security	system.8Seek	a	mechanic	if	problems	persist.	If	none	these	reset	methods	work,	try	speaking	with	a	mechanic	or	dealer.	If	they	can	recognize	the	issues	over	the	phone,	the
fix	might	be	simple.	However,	further	diagnosis	might	be	needed	in	person.	Craig	Smith,	Automotive	Cybersecurity	Expert	Factory	car	alarms	often	have	simple	reset	protocols	to	help	turn	off	an	alarm.	Most	rely	on	using	the	key	in	the	door	simply	put,	cycling	the	key	to	the	lock	and	unlock	positions	can	reset	many	alarms.	Advertisement	1Speak	with
a	dealer	or	mechanic.	Disabling	a	car	alarm	can	be	a	temporary	fix	before	seeking	professional	auto	assistance.	However,	keep	in	mind,	car	alarms	are	meant	to	be	anti-theft,	and	when	tampered	with,	some	systems	prevent	a	vehicle	from	starting	as	a	security	measure.2Understand	the	basics	of	an	alarm	system.	Alarm	systems	consist	of	a	few
components.[4]Control	unit.	This	part	is	often	referred	to	as	the	brain	because	it	functions	as	the	command	center	for	the	system.Alarm	transmitter.	This	comes	in	two	forms:	key-chain	remote	or	the	key.Sensors.	Alarms	vary	and	can	get	complex	with	various	sensors	such	as	pressure,	door,	or	window	sensors.Siren.	Alarms	need	some	type	of	warning
signal;	some	systems	have	their	own	siren	component	while	others	are	wired	to	car	stereo.Wires.	Wires	connect	the	siren	to	the	control	unit,	the	control	unit	to	the	fuses,	and	the	control	unit	to	the	sensors.[5]3Disconnect	the	battery.	Open	up	the	hood	and	locate	the	battery.	Using	a	socket	wrench,	unscrew	the	negative	terminal	(-)	of	the	battery	and
pull	it	off.	This	is	a	safety	measure;	messing	around	with	a	vehicle's	electronics	can	be	dangerous.4Find	the	alarm	system.	If	you	have	a	factory	car	alarm,	check	in	your	owners	manual	as	a	guide.[6]	The	alarm	system	is	usually	under	the	hood	near	the	steering	wheel.	If	you	have	an	after-market	car	alarm,	it	may	be	installed	in	any	part	of	the	car,	but
companies	usually	install	them	under	the	steering	wheel.5Disconnect	wires.	Some	alarm	control	units	have	labels	for	each	wire.	Removing	the	wires	attached	to	the	control	unit	and	removing	the	wires	attached	to	the	siren	are	two	ways	to	disable	and	silence	your	alarm.Pull	the	wire	of	the	siren.	This	will	silence	the	alarm	and	might	be	a	good
temporary	fix	before	seeking	professional	assistance.Remove	the	control	unit.	If	you	pull	out	the	brain,	there	will	be	no	alarm	in	the	car.	However,	depending	on	the	way	your	car	alarm	was	set	up,	this	might	disable	your	vehicle	from	starting.6Reconnect	the	battery	and	test	the	car.	After	you	pull	a	wire,	plug	the	battery	back	in	to	make	sure	the	alarm
isn't	going	off	again.	Turn	on	your	car	and	give	the	engine	a	rev.	You	want	to	make	sure	the	car	can	still	function.	Advertisement	1Fix	an	alarm	that	starts	when	you	turn	the	car	on.	You	could	need	a	new	battery.	Disable	the	alarm	by	removing	the	alarm	fuse,	and	then	bring	the	car	to	the	shop.	They	can	check	your	battery	and	move	on	from	there	if
the	problem	is	the	alarm	system.2Diagnose	an	alarm	that	never	sets.	Lock	your	car	electronically	using	the	remote,	if	you	have	one.	Push	down	the	locking	pin	on	the	door	manually	if	the	remote	does	not	engage	the	lock	or	if	you	don't	have	a	remote.	Use	your	remote	key	or	click	the	"lock"	button	on	the	driver's	side	door	to	engage	the	lock.	If	this
does	not	work:Disconnect	the	negative	battery	terminal.Turn	the	key	to	on	position.Reattach	the	negative	battery	terminal.Turn	the	key	to	off	position.Start	the	car.[7]3Fix	an	alarm	that	goes	off	randomly.	Your	alarm	sensors	are	poorly	calibrated.	You'll	need	to	adjust	them	so	that	they	do	not	continue	to	cause	problems	whenever	a	dog	brushes	up
against	the	car.	To	do	so,	refer	to	your	owner's	manual	under	the	heading	"Alarm	System."	Most	cars	can	be	re-calibrated	to	be	less	sensitive	without	going	into	the	shop.	There	are	two	types	of	alarm	sensor	controls:DIP	Switches:	These	are	a	series	of	toggles	that	control	how	much	electricity	runs	through	the	sensors.	Turning	a	few	off	will	make	your



alarm	system	less	touchy.	These	are	built	into	the	main	control	unit	of	the	alarm	system.Rheostat:	Using	a	small	screwdriver,	you	can	loosen	up	a	bolt	that	adjusts	the	resistance	in	the	sensor,	making	it	more	or	less	sensitive.	These	sensors	are	mounted	externally.4Check	if	the	alarm	is	the	reason	your	car	won't	stop.	When	a	car	refuses	to	start,	most
people	go	through	a	series	of	checks	to	find	the	issue.	After	all	the	checks	lead	to	no	solution,	consider	checking	the	car	alarm.	Some	alarms	are	wired	with	the	ignition	as	an	anti-theft	measure.	Attempt	to	disable	or	reset	the	alarm,	and	then	try	starting	your	car.[8]	Advertisement	Add	New	Question	Question	How	do	you	reset	an	aftermarket	alarm?
Audra	Fordin	Certified	Automotive	TechnicianAudra	Fordin	is	a	Certified	Automotive	Technician,	the	Founder	of	Women	Auto	Know,	and	the	Owner	of	Great	Bear	Auto	Repair	in	Flushing,	New	York.	With	more	than	38	years	of	experience,	she	has	intensive	knowledge	about	foreign	and	domestic	auto	repairs.	Audra	has	been	featured	on	numerous
news	and	talk	shows	such	as	The	Today	Show,	Inside	Edition,	and	Anderson	Cooper.	Aftermarket	alarms	have	a	reset	button	that's	typically	found	on	the	left	side	knee	board	or	underneath	the	hood	by	the	fuse	box.	Question	How	do	I	turn	off	the	seat	belt	alarm	on	my	car?	In	most	cars,	you	have	to	get	under	the	seat	and	unplug	the	plug	underneath	it
to	disable	the	seatbelt	alarm.	Question	My	2001Tahoe	alarm	sounds	whenever	I	unlock	and	open	the	door.	I	don't	have	a	remote	door	lock.	What	can	I	do	to	stop	the	alarm	from	triggering?	When	I	had	this	problem,	I	was	told	to	insert	the	key	into	the	door,	turn	it	quickly	and	to	the	left	three	times,	and	then	to	the	right	once.	This	will	turn	off	the
alarm.	If	you're	quick	you	can	also	get	into	the	vehicle	and	turn	on	the	engine	to	stop	the	alarm	from	sounding.	Unfortunately	you'll	have	to	do	either	option	each	time	you	unlock	your	car.	See	more	answers	Ask	a	Question	Advertisement	Thanks	Thanks	Advertisement	Co-authored	by:	Certified	Automotive	Technician	This	article	was	co-authored	by
Audra	Fordin.	Audra	Fordin	is	a	Certified	Automotive	Technician,	the	Founder	of	Women	Auto	Know,	and	the	Owner	of	Great	Bear	Auto	Repair	in	Flushing,	New	York.	With	more	than	38	years	of	experience,	she	has	intensive	knowledge	about	foreign	and	domestic	auto	repairs.	Audra	has	been	featured	on	numerous	news	and	talk	shows	such	as	The
Today	Show,	Inside	Edition,	and	Anderson	Cooper.	This	article	has	been	viewed	1,221,620	times.	Co-authors:	17	Updated:	May	23,	2025	Views:1,221,620	Categories:	Car	Electronics	PrintSend	fan	mail	to	authors	Thanks	to	all	authors	for	creating	a	page	that	has	been	read	1,221,620	times.	"Was	very	helpful."	Share	your	story	
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