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Shut	off	the	power	to	keep	yourself	safe.	Working	on	a	pressure	switch	thats	still	connected	to	power	is	extremely	dangerous.	Either	turn	off	the	breaker	or	disconnect	the	power	before	getting	started.[1]	Advertisement	Loosen	the	nut	on	the	cover	to	remove	it.	Look	for	the	cover	of	the	pressure	switch,	which	is	usually	a	small	black	or	gray	cube
made	of	plastic.	Loosen	the	nut	with	a	wrench	or	untwist	it	by	hand,	then	lift	the	cover	straight	up.[2]	The	PSI	range	is	usually	listed	on	the	wells	inside	cover.	Most	pumps	come	with	a	factory	set	range	of	PSI.	Turn	the	cover	over	and	look	on	the	label	inside	to	see	what	the	range	of	your	pump	is.[3][4]Most	well	pumps	have	a	range	of	30	to	50	PSI,
meaning	they	turn	on	at	30	PSI	and	turn	off	at	50	PSI.If	you	have	a	submersible	pump,	it	will	probably	be	set	to	40	-	60.Some	smaller	jet	pumps	are	set	to	20	-	40.These	ranges	are	also	sometimes	called	the	cut-in	and	cut-out	pressures,	meaning	the	pump	will	cut-in	(turn	on)	at	the	bottom	of	the	range	and	cut-out	(turn	off)	at	the	top	of	the	range.
Advertisement	Raise	or	lower	the	PSI	with	the	center	nut.	Take	a	look	at	the	pressure	switch:	youll	notice	2	separate	nuts.	The	larger,	center	nut	adjusts	the	range	of	PSI,	meaning	where	it	starts	and	where	it	ends.	This	is	usually	the	nut	youll	be	working	with	to	adjust	the	pressure	of	your	pump.[5]For	instance,	if	your	pump	is	set	to	30	-	50,	you	could
use	the	center	nut	to	raise	it	to	35	-	55.	Or,	you	could	lower	it	to	25	-	45.Lowering	the	PSI	range	will	lower	the	pressure,	meaning	your	water	wont	come	out	as	forcefully.	Raising	the	range	will	raise	the	pressure,	meaning	your	water	will	come	out	more	forcefully.	The	right	nut	only	adjusts	the	highest	pressure	in	the	range.	This	is	a	less	commonly
used	part	of	the	pressure	switch,	and	youll	only	want	to	adjust	this	one	if	you	have	a	very	specific	reason	to	do	so.	You	can	turn	this	nut	to	raise	or	lower	the	high	number	in	your	range.[6]For	example,	if	your	pump	is	set	to	30	-	50,	youd	use	the	right	nut	to	change	it	to	30	-	45.Raising	the	pressure	of	your	range	can	damage	the	pump,	especially	if	you
adjust	it	a	lot.	Youd	only	want	to	do	this	if	your	range	was	already	too	low	(meaning	you	had	less	than	20	PSI	in	your	range).	Advertisement	Use	a	wrench	to	turn	the	nut	and	adjust	the	PSI.	In	general,	1	full	turn	will	adjust	the	PSI	by	2	or	3.	To	raise	the	PSI,	turn	the	nut	clockwise.	To	decrease	the	PSI,	turn	the	nut	counterclockwise.[7]Unfortunately,
the	pressure	switch	wont	tell	you	how	much	youre	adjusting	the	PSI	until	you	turn	it	back	on.	Do	your	best	to	raise	or	lower	the	pressure	accurately,	but	be	prepared	to	do	some	adjusting.	See	how	much	you	raised	or	lowered	the	PSI	by	checking	the	pump.	Put	the	cover	back	on	and	switch	the	breaker	to	bring	power	back	to	your	pump.	Check	the
readout	on	your	pump:	the	lower	PSI	will	be	when	the	pump	turns	on,	and	the	higher	PSI	will	be	when	it	turns	off.	Turn	the	pump	on	to	see	where	the	range	is	and	decide	if	you	need	to	adjust	it	anymore.[8]When	the	pump	turns	on,	thats	your	new	cut-in	pressure.	When	it	turns	off,	thats	your	new	cut-off	pressure.If	you	do	need	to	adjust	the	pressure
switch	again,	be	sure	to	turn	the	breaker	off	before	doing	so.	Advertisement	Ask	a	Question	Advertisement	Co-authored	by:	Home	Improvement	Specialist	This	article	was	co-authored	by	Patrick	Johns	and	by	wikiHow	staff	writer,	Hannah	Madden.	Patrick	Johns	is	a	Home	Improvement	Specialist	and	the	Owner	of	CatchAll	Handyman	Services.	With
more	than	28	years	of	experience,	he	has	worked	on	a	variety	of	home	improvement	projects,	such	as	carpentry,	plumbing,	and	door	and	window	installations	in	both	commercial	and	residential	properties.	This	article	has	been	viewed	194,127	times.	Co-authors:	3	Updated:	July	23,	2024	Views:194,127	Categories:	Water	PrintSend	fan	mail	to	authors
Thanks	to	all	authors	for	creating	a	page	that	has	been	read	194,127	times.	"I	had	no	clue	how	to	increase	my	water	pressure.	Thanks	for	the	easy-to-understand	step-by-step	instructions.	This	article	deserves	a	5-star	rating!"..."	more	Share	your	story	Water	pump	switch	installation	or	replacement:How	to	Replace	a	Water	Pressure	Control	Switch
that	Sticks	"ON"	or	"OFF"	or	is	irregular.	Well	pump	&	water	tank	pressure	control	switch	repair	or	replacement	procedures	&	wiring.This	article	describes	how	to	replace	a	water	pressure	control	switch	which	is	not	working	properly	or	perhaps	is	not	working	at	all.	We	describe	and	illustrate	how	to	find	the	pump	switch,	then	we	detail	how	to
identify,	remove,	and	replace	the	water	pump	pressure	control	switch	for	both	above-ground	pump	and	submersible	well	pump	systems.	InspectAPedia	tolerates	no	conflicts	of	interest.	We	have	no	relationship	with	advertisers,	products,	or	services	discussed	at	this	website.-	Daniel	Friedman,	Publisher/Editor/Author	-	See	WHO	ARE	WE?	Water	Pump
Presssure	Control	Switch	Replacement	ProcedureIn	the	sketch	at	page	top	the	water	pump	pressure	control	switch	is	indicated	by	the	green	arrow;	we	show	this	switch	in	more	details	in	photographs	provided	below.[Click	to	enlarge	any	image]How	to	Remove	and	Replace	a	Water	Pump	Pressure	Control	SwitchThis	article	explains	the	detailed	steps
to	install	a	new	water	pump	pressure	control	switch,	or	the	steps	to	follow	to	remove	and	replace	an	existing	pump	pressure	control	switch.	These	pump	switch	instasllation	tips	will	make	removing	and	replacing	the	water	pump	control	switch	easier,	and	which	will	reduce	the	water	spillage	(or	spray)	into	the	room	during	this	operation.Really?Yeah.
if	you're	like	me	you	are	replacing	the	entire	pressure	control	switch	assembly	and	its	mounting	tubing	or	the	tubing	that	conducts	water	pressure	to	the	pressure-sensing	diaphragm	on	the	switch	base.	However	if	you're	like	a	few	of	our	more	adventurous	readers	and	you	want	to	replace	just	burned	pressure	switch	contacts	or	a	diaphragm	with	a
hole	in	it,	see	this	separate	article:	WATER	PUMP	PRESSURE	SWITCH	REPAIRSTurn	off	electrical	powerto	the	water	pump.	If	you	simply	unscrew	the	pump	control	without	first	turning	off	the	pump	and	taking	pressure	off	of	the	water	tank	and	pump,	you	will	have	a	fountain	of	water	squirting	all	over	the	place.See	WATER	PUMP	ELECTRICAL
SWITCHES	If	you	make	this	mistake	and	if	you	can't	easily	simply	screw	the	old	parts	right	back	in	to	stop	the	leak,	(you'll	only	do	it	once)	don't	panic	-	it's	just	water.	Just	turn	off	the	pump	and	open	a	nearby	valve	to	take	water	pressure	off	of	the	system.If	the	pressure	control	switch	is	mounted	high,	say	on	top	of	a	well	pump	which	is	itself	on	top	of
a	water	tank,	all	you	need	to	do	is	take	pressure	off	the	water	tank	dont	need	to	drain	it	fully.Disconnect	electrical	wiring	from	the	water	pump	controlFind	the	water	pump	pressure	control	switch:	first	of	course	we	need	to	find	the	pressure	control	switch.	If	you	can't	find	the	control,	see	WATER	PUMP	PRESSURE	SWITCH	LOCATION.	The	pump
switch	will	be	usually	be	located	on	the	pump	itself	(above	ground	water	pumps)	or	on	a	tee	at	the	water	pressure	tank	outlet.	If	your	pressure	tank	and	pump	controls	are	not	inside	the	building	they	may	be	located	in	a	basement	crawl	area	or	outside	in	a	well	pit.	(WELL	PITS).	On	a	building	water	pump-operated	water	supply	system	there	is
virtually	always	a	pressure	control	switch	somewhere;	on	some	irrigation	systems	or	other	special	designs	the	pump	may	operate	only	with	an	"off-on"	switch	and	there	may	be	no	pressure	tank	and	pressure	control	switch.	Take	a	photo	of	your	wiring	connections	before	you	touch	anything,	then	you	might	as	well	as	label	the	wires	and	perhaps	make	a
little	sketch	showing	which	wires	connected	to	which	of	the	two	or	four	terminals	on	the	switch.Watch	out:	you	can	be	killed	by	electrocution.	Be	sure	that	electrical	power	has	been	turned	off,	confirm	that	power	is	off	using	a	neon	tester	or	VOM.	If	you	are	not	skilled	and	trained	in	this	work,	hire	an	electrician	or	plumber	to	do	these	tasks.Mark	the
electrical	wires	and	their	proper	connection	pointson	the	water	pressure	control	switch.	If	you're	proceeding	on	your	own,	mark	and	label	each	wire	and	each	terminal	that	it	was	connected	to	so	that	you	can	replace	the	wiring	correctly	later.Remove	water	pressure	from	the	water	tank	(see	that	gauge	in	my	photo:	if	there's	water	pressure	on	your
system	you'll	have	it	squirting	all	over	the	place	if	you	don't	remove	pressure	before	opening	any	plumbing	fittings:	remove	water	pressure	from	the	water	tank	and	pump	by	opening	a	nearby	faucet	or	tub,	or	by	connecting	a	garden	hose	to	the	water	tank	drain	and	running	the	hose	outside.	You	might	not	need	to	drain	all	of	the	water	out	of	the	water
tank:	Water	tank	full	drain	down	method	#1:	If	the	pump	pressure	control	switch	is	mounted	at	the	bottom	of	the	water	tank	you	can	drain	the	water	tank	completely,	but	watch	out	for	losing	pump	prime	on	some	older	types	of	pumps	take	some	water	into	reserve	containers	in	case	re	priming	of	an	old	jet	pump	is	needed	at	the	end	of	this	repair.This
will	not	be	a	concern	the	well	pump	is	a	submersible	one	down	in	the	well	since	such	pumps	are	self-priming.Water	tank	partial	drain	down	method	#2:you	can	take	the	water	pressure	off	of	the	water	tank,	down	to	say	5	or	10	psi,	and	speed	up	the	repair	process	by	following	these	steps:Enlist	the	aid	of	an	accomplicewhose	role	we'll	explain	in	a
minuteHave	all	water	pump	control	repair	parts	you	might	need	close	at	handand	prepared	for	usea	new	little	riser	pipea	pipe	plug	of	the	same	thread	and	diameter	as	the	pump	control	mounting	pipe	youre	removingPipe	dope	or	teflon	tapeAll	new	parts	you	intend	to	replaceUnscrew	the	old	partsBlock	leaking	water	with	a	finger	or	a	pipe	plug.	As
you	remove	them	and	water	begins	to	flow	out	of	the	opening	where	the	control	was	mounted,	the	accomplice	simply	puts	his/her	finger	over	the	hole	and	keepsit	there	while	you	do	your	control	checkout	or	prepare	the	replacement	to	screw	in	its	easy	to	hold	back	5	psi	with	a	finger	over	a	small	hole.If	you	dont	have	an	assistant,	remove	the	old
parts,	and	through	the	flowing	water	out	of	the	threaded	opening,	screw	in	the	pipe	plug	you	bought	for	that	purpose	(cheap	assistant)	to	close	the	leak,	then	go	on	to	investigate	the	control	or	prepare	and	re-install	the	new	one.	Replace	the	pump	pressure	control	parts	with	the	new	ones	or	the	repaired	ones	you've	got	at	hand.we	like	to	prepare	the
new	replacement	parts	with	pipe	dope	or	teflon	tape	before	taking	apart	the	old	ones	-	that	makes	it	quicker	and	neater	in	reassembling	the	pump	pressure	control	switch	with	minimum	water	spillage.	Reconnect	the	electrical	wiringto	the	water	pump	control	just	as	the	previous	control	was	wired.	For	a	120V	circuit,	there	will	be	four	electrical	wires,
two	line-in	wires	(hot	and	neutral	wires)	from	the	power	source	are	connected	to	two	screws	which	may	be	indicated	as	"Line"	by	markings	on	the	switch,	and	two	line-out	wires	(hot	and	neutral	wires)	bringing	power	out	of	the	control	and	on	to	the	water	pump.Watch	out:	also,	as	the	manufacturer	(Schneider	Electric	for	Square	D	Pumptrol	wiring
connections),Electrical	equipment	should	be	serviced	only	by	qualified	electrical	maintenance	personnel.	No	responsibility	is	assumed	by	Square	D	[	nor	by	InspectApedia.com	]	for	any	consequences	arising	out	of	the	use	of	this	material.	-	Pumptrol	Pressure	Switch	Installation	&	Wiring	Instructions	(2010),	retrieved	1	April	2015,	Schneider	Electric
USA	8001	Knightdale	Blvd.	Knightdale,	NC	27545	1-888-SquareD	(1-888-778-2733)	www.us.SquareD.com	Below	is	a	simple	wiring	diagram	example	using	a	Square	D	Pumptrol	installation	schematic	and	a	photo	of	a	typical	pump	wiring	hook-up.Watch	out:	If	your	pump	pressure	control	switch	is	controlling	a	higher	capacity	submersible	well	pump,
the	electrical	wires	leaving	the	control	may	feed	a	separate	heavy	duty	pump	relay	switch	rather	than	going	directly	to	the	water	pump.	Well	pump	relay	control	panels	are	discussed	separatelyat	WATER	PUMP	RELAY	SWITCH.[Click	to	enlarge	any	image]	Turn	off	any	faucets	you	opened	earlierto	remove	pressure	from	the	water	system.Turn	the
water	pump	electrical	power	back	onWatch	the	water	tank	pressure	gauge,and	when	you	have	about	20	psi	in	the	system	(our	gauge	reading	shown	here	is	a	bit	too	high)	turn	the	water	pump	power	back	offand	check	the	system	for	leaks.	Wipe	dry	any	wet	parts,	especially	around	the	bottom	of	the	pump	control	and	where	the	pump	control	mounting
pipe	or	fitting	mounts	into	the	water	pump	or	water	tank	fitting.	Inspect	your	plumbing	connections	closely	for	water	seeping	out	-	if	you	have	leaks	go	back	to	step	1	or	2	and	re-make	your	connections	with	better	preparation	of	the	threads	with	pipe	dope	or	teflon	tape.If	you	need	to	adjust	the	operating	pressure	range	of	the	pressure	switch	see
"How	to	Adjust	Water	Pump	Pressure"	given	just	below.When	you	confirm	that	there	are	no	water	leaks,	turn	your	pump	power	back	onand	the	system	should	operate	normally.IF	the	well	pump	is	still	not	turning	on	and	off	properlyyou	probably	have	another	or	a	different	problem.	See	the	other	water	pressure	and	water	pump	control	diagnostic
articles	listed	at	WATER	PUMP	PRESSURE	CONTROL	REPAIR	-	home	Reader	Question:	how	do	I	replace	the	well	pump	pressure	control	switch	shown	in	this	photo?Regarding	your	text	stating	that"Other	pressure	control	switches	may	be	bolted	right	to	the	pump	motor	and	may	use	a	flexible	plastic	or	copper	tube	to	transmit	water	pressure	to	the
switch....."If	this	pipe	(usually	or	1/8	IPT	diameter)	is	clogged...."There	is	no	such	tubing	[visible]	on	my	system	(see	the	photo	at	left),	yet	switches	I	looked	at,	at	HomeDepot.com	mention	"1/4	in.	pressure	connection".Am	I	going	to	run	into	a	problem	if	I	don't	have	this	tubing?	Can	I	still	use	such	a	switch?	Here	is	a	picture	of	back	of	the	pressure
control	switch.	It	looks	like	your	switch	a	1/4"	rather	than	1/8"	diameter	iron	pipe	though	I'm	not	quite	sure	from	just	the	photo.	Larger	diameter	gauge	and	pressure	switch	mounting	pipe	means	less	likely	for	the	pipe	itself	to	clog	with	sediment,	rust,	debris.	But	the	principle	is	the	same.The	reason	you	don't	see	a	"tube'	or	mounting	pipe	is	that	your
pressure	switch	connecting	base	(red	arrow	in	photo	above)	is	screwed	directly	into	that	galvanized	iron	tee	(green	arrow),	almost	certainly	using	a	"close	nipple".	See	our	brass	close-nipple	photo	at	left	and	see	the	white	marking	line	in	photo	above	showing	where	that	part	is	hidden.A	close	nipple	is	nothing	more	than	a	very	short	section	of	threaded
pipe.	(photo	at	left).	For	comparison,	here	is	a	photo	of	a	standard	pipe	nipple,	also	made	of	brass	in	this	case.	You	can	see	another	close	nipple	in	your	photo	above	-	between	the	galvanized	pipe	tee	and	the	metal	to	plastic	bushing	that	adapts	the	whole	setup	to	fit	into	that	white	plastic	fitting	(between	the	green	and	yellow	arrows	in	our	annotated
photo).When	you	unscrew	the	pressure	control	switch	from	the	pipe	tee	shown	in	your	photo,	the	close	nipple	will	either	come	out	with	and	remain	attached	to	the	switch	bottom	or	it	will	remain	screwed	into	the	tee.	If	the	close	nipple	remains	screwed	into	the	tee	and	does	not	move	at	all,	you	may	be	able	to	screw	the	new	switch	right	onto	it.Watch
out.	If	the	close	pipe	nipple	moves	in	the	tee	but	you	try	just	leaving	it	in	place	you	may	have	a	leak	when	you	repressurize	the	system.To	change	out	the	pressure	switch	shown	in	the	photo	above,you'd	turn	off	power,	remove	wiring	from	the	switch,	drain	pressure	off	of	the	water	pressure	tank	to	reduce	the	spillage	when	you	remove	the	switch,	then
carefully	unscrew	the	switch	(attach	a	wrench	to	the	fitting	on	the	bottom	of	the	switch)	from	the	pipe.	I'd	probably	use	a	small	pipe	wrench	or	Vise-Grip	tool	to	remove	the	old	close	nipple	from	whichever	side	of	the	fittings	it	remained,	and	I'd	install	a	new	one	to	be	sure	my	installation	didn't	leak.Your	plumbing	supplier	can	supply	you	with	both	a
threaded	pipe	nipple	of	the	proper	diameter	and	a	new	pressure	switch	(whose	bottom	typically	includes	a	mounting	fitting	sporting	a	female	NPT	threaded	fitting	intended	to	screw	onto	a	pipe,	tube,	or	close	nipple).	(Some	pressure	switches	might	be	supplied	with	a	male	threaded	bottom	fitting	instead	of	female	-	check	the	parts	before	you	leave	the
supplier	so	you	have	what	you	need	to	make	the	new	connection.)Watch	out:	because	your	whole	setup	of	switch	and	gauge	are	mounted	in	a	larger	diameter	PVC	plastic	pipe	fitting	(yellow	arrow	in	photo	above),	if	the	switch	is	hard	to	unscrew	you	risk	breaking	that	plastic	part	-	which	would	mean	more	work	to	repair	the	system.	Avoid	this	problem
by	using	two	wrenches,	one	holding	the	metal	pipe	tee	into	which	the	switch	base	is	screwed,	and	the	other	turning	the	switch	base	against	the	tee.	That	will	avoid	stressing	and	breaking	the	plastic.Use	a	bit	of	teflon	tape	or	pipe	dope	when	mounting	the	new	switch	but	don't	blob	pipe	dope	or	tape	into	the	switch	bottom	where	it	might	block	the
sensing	switch	diaphragm	orifice.Is	a	Pressure	Control	Switch	Required	in	Water	Pump	Installations?Reader	Question:	the	switch	that	turns	my	pump	on	and	off	broke	off:	can	I	just	wire	the	pump	directly?	Hi	I	have	a	sta	rite	well	pump	that	I	had	to	pull	up	to	replace	the	foot	valve	in	but	after	replacing	it	and	putting	the	pump	back	in	my	switch	that
turns	it	on	and	off	broke	and	the	pump	wouldn't	turn	on.	So	my	father	in	law	has	the	same	pump	but	doesn't	have	a	switch	it's	just	wired	in	with	the	4	screw	diagram	in	this	tutorial	so	my	question	is	how	would	I	wire	this	so	it	will	come	on	and	just	just	by	pass	the	switch	and	let	the	breaker	control	on\off?	Thanx	for	any	help	-	R.V.	10/17/2013	I'll	be
glad	to	help,R.V.,	but	to	do	so	I	need	to	know	which	pump	you	have	installed	(there	are	several	Sta	Rite	models);	we'll	review	the	manufacturer's	installation	and	wiring	instructions.A	more	general	answer	is	that	every	pump-operated	water	system	will	have	some	kind	of	control	that	turns	the	pump	on	and	off.	If	the	water	system	uses	a	pressure	tank
then	there	should	be	a	pressure	control	switch	close	to	the	tank.	Some	other	types	of	water	pumps	such	as	constant-pressure	tankless	systems	may	use	a	pump	that	contains	its	own	built-in	pressure	switch.	See	WATER	PUMP	PRESSURE	SWITCH	LOCATION	for	details.	Since	I'm	not	sure	what's	going	on	at	your	pump	or	what	you	meant	by	"this
tutorial",	and	not	knowing	just	what	broke,	I	describe	two	possible	cases:If	you	are	talking	about	the	pump	power	on-off	switch,	it	should	be	trivial	to	wire	the	pump	through	an	external	120V	(or	if	needed	240V)	wall	mounted	electrical	switch.	In	fact	there	should	already	be	such	a	switch	installed	at	or	near	the	pump;If	you	are	talking	about	having
broken	off	a	pressure	control	switch,	you	need	to	buy	and	install	a	new	one.Watch	out:	in	general	we	would	not	want	to	wire	up	a	well	water	pump	to	simply	be	"always	on"	nor	would	we	wire	a	home	water	pump	to	run	without	a	pressure	control	switch	for	several	reasons:It's	dangerous	-	risking	an	electrical	overheat,	melted	wires,	short	circuit,	fire
or	shock.It's	dangerous	-	risking	bursting	a	water	pressure	tank	if	excessive	pressures	are	created	in	the	system,	particularly	if	the	pump	is	a	powerful	model	or	a	typical	submersible	unit;We	risk	a	burst	pipe,	leaks,	building	damageWe	risk	damaging	the	pumpWe	are	probably	violating	the	manufacturer's	instructions	and	thus	the	pump	warranty
too.Certainly	a	review	of	typical	installation	instructions	for	a	Sta-Rite	deep-well	jet	pump	makes	amply	clear	that	the	company	expects	the	pump	to	be	powered	and	controlled	through	a	pressure	control	switch.In	an	emergency	I	would	not	hesitate	to	wire	a	pump	to	be	turned	on	and	off	manually	provided	that	a	competent	person	were	standing	by
the	power	switch	to	turn	the	pump	on	and	off	as	needed;	I	would	never	leave	such	an	emergency	hookup	in	the	"ON"	Position	for	the	reasons	cited	above.	Send	me	some	sharp	photos	of	the	pump,	its	identifying	labels,	and	also	photos	from	a	distance	so	I	can	see	how	the	pump	is	hooked	up	and	wired	presently.	When	I	have	seen	which	pump	you	have,
we	can	figure	this	out	together.If	you	want	to	contact	the	company	directly,	Sta	Rite	well	pumps	are	provided	by	Pentair	under	the	brand	Sta-Rite	-	their	website	is	at	and	their	page	on	water	pumps	and	systems	is	at	WATER	PUMP	PRESSURE	SWITCH	MANUALS	for	pressure	control	switch	installation	instructions	from	various	manufacturers	Sta-Rite
/	Pentair	USA	293	Wright	Street	Delavan,	WI	53115	Tel:	888-782-7483	Orders	Fax:	800-426-9446Sta-Rite	/	Pentair	Canada	490	Pinebush	Road,	Unit	4	Cambridge,	Ontario,	Canada,	N1T	0A5	Phone:300-363-7867	Fax:888-606-5484Water	Pump	Pressure	Control	Switch	LocationWhere	on	the	plumbing	system	should	the	pressure	control	switch	be
located	&	mounted?	The	answer	has	moved	to	a	new	page	at	WATER	PUMP	PRESSURE	SWITCH	LOCATION.	...	ADVERTISEMENT	Below	you	will	find	questions	and	answers	previously	posted	on	this	page	at	its	page	bottom	reader	comment	box.Reader	Q&A	-	also	see	RECOMMENDED	ARTICLES	&	FAQs	Husband	pulled	all	wires	did	not	number
them.	What	do	I	do	Watch	out:	if	you	or	he	are	/	is	not	familiar	with	proper,	safe	electrical	wiring	you	(or	he)	could	be	shocked	or	killed.	Identify	the	pump	brand	and	model.	Pick	up	the	IO	manual	for	the	pump	Check	the	wiring	diagram	in	the	manual	Identify	the	hot	and	neutral	wires	bringing	power	to	the	pumpDO	NOT	just	hook	up	wires	willy-nilly
as	that	could	result	in	shock	or	fire	or	worse.	My	well	comes	on	but	blows	circuit.	I've	checked	contacts	&	cleaned.	Still	same	problem.	Got	a	new	pressure	switch.	Same	problem.	So	now	looking	for	clog.	Is	there	something	I'm	missing.	Obviously	I	am.	Thank	you	Amy	When	pump	operation	trips	a	circuit	breaker	or	blows	a	fuse	I	suspect	-	a	failing
pump	motor,	perhaps	a	bad	bearing	or	impeller	or	damaged	winding	-	shorted	pump	wiring	anywhere	in	the	circuit	Your	electrician	can	measure	the	current	draw	when	the	pump	tries	to	run	-	that's	a	useful	diagnostic.	I	replaced	the	switch	and	now	have	No	water	being	pumped.	I	heard	water	comming	to	the	tank	for	a	short	time	but	quit.	Now-No
water	being	pumped.	We	need	to	start	with	the	statement	of	what	the	problem	is.	For	example	if	the	pump	runs	but	doesn't	deliver	water	that's	a	completely	different	direction	of	thought	than	the	pump	not	turning	on	at	all.	For	a	shortcut	to	finding	out	where	the	"no	water"	problem	lies,	start	by	checking	out	the	diagnostics	at	NO	WATER	PRESSURE
If	the	pressure	switch	doesn't	respond	to	changes	in	water	pressure	by	turning	the	pump	on	or	off	when	it	should,	that's	a	good	reason	to	replace	a	switch.	But	if	the	switch	closes	(to	try	to	turn	on	the	pump	)	when	pressure	in	the	system	drops	to	or	below	the	CUT	IN	pressure	(typically	20	psi	or	30	psi)	then	the	switch	is	working	and	we	need	to	check
-	for	power	to	the	pump	-	that	the	pump	is	running	-	that	there's	water	in	the	well	-	that	well	piping	is	connected	This	diagnostic	table	is	helpful:	TABLE	1:	PUMP	WON'T	RUN,	WON'T	STOP,	or	CYCLESYou	can	find	those	articles	in	the	ARTICLE	INDEX	given	just	above.	Question:	add	a	switch	to	protect	water	pump	from	damage?(Apr	25,	2012)	Ernie
Parsons	said:I	live	in	the	North	(Nunavut)	and	our	water	is	supplied	by	truck	and	held	in	a	700	gal.	tank.	Sometimes	when	it	storms	and	the	trucks	fall	behind	schedule	and	we	run	out	of	water.	The	problem	is	when	this	happens	the	pump	continues	to	run	and	if	we	don't	catch	it	quickly	it	heats	up	and	ruins	the	impeller	centre	or	the	bearing.	My
question:	is	there	a	shut	off	I	can	install	on	the	pump	or	water	line	that	will	shut	the	pump	off	when	the	tank	is	empty.	Certainly,	Ernie.	Take	a	look	at	the	controls	described	at	WATER	PUMP	PROTECTION	SWITCHQuestion:	what's	the	right	air	charge	for	a	bladderless	water	pressure	tank?(June	14,	2012)	Mack	said:Replacing	pressure	switch	on
bladder-less	tank.	After	I	drain	tank	and	replace	switch,	should	I	add	some	pressure	to	the	the	tank	a	few	pounds	below	cut	in	(28	for	a	30)as	one	would	do	with	bladder	tank	or	is	this	unnecessary?	Thanks	Mack,	for	a	bladderless	water	tank	if	you	empty	the	tank	completely	of	water	then	most	likely	you	won't	have	to	add	more	pressure	for	the	tank	to
work	just	fine	when	the	pump	is	turned	back	on.Question:	pump	won't	come	onAug	21,	2012)	Dawn	said:When	I	turn	on	the	watering	system	the	pump	does	not	come	on	but	the	relay	switch	box	clicks	and	it	clicks	when	I	turn	it	off	as	well.	I	was	told	it	could	be	this.	New	to	this	so	I	just	wanted	your	opinion(Jan	15,	2013)	Stacy	V.	said:I	replaced	the
switch	and	rewired	everything	correct.	I	can't	get	any	spark	or	anything.	I	have	power	coming	to	the	switch,	but	still	nothing???	HELP!!!	I	have	no	water...	Dawn	and	Stacey	V:take	a	look	at	WATER	PUMP	DIAGNOSTIC	TABLE	and	let	us	know	if	that	doesn't	solve	the	problem	you	describe....	Continue	reading	at	WATER	PRESSURE	CONTROL	SWITCH
ADJUSTMENTS	or	select	a	topic	from	the	closely-related	articles	below,	or	see	the	complete	ARTICLE	INDEX.Or	see	WATER	PUMP	PRESSURE	SWITCH	INSTALL	/	REPLACE	FAQs	-	questions	and	answers	posted	originally	on	this	page.	Or	see	theseRecommended	Articles	Suggested	citation	for	this	web	pageWATER	PUMP	PRESSURE	SWITCH
INSTALL	/	REPLACE	at	InspectApedia.com	-	online	encyclopedia	of	building	&	environmental	inspection,	testing,	diagnosis,	repair,	&	problem	prevention	advice.	Or	see	this	INDEX	to	RELATED	ARTICLES:	ARTICLE	INDEX	to	WATER	SUPPLY,	PUMPS	TANKS	WELLSOr	use	the	SEARCH	BOX	found	below	to	Ask	a	Question	or	Search	InspectApedia
Ask	a	Question	or	Search	InspectApediaTry	the	search	box	just	below,	or	if	you	prefer,	post	a	question	or	comment	in	the	Comments	box	below	and	we	will	respond	promptly.	Search	the	InspectApedia	website	Note:	appearance	of	your	Comment	below	may	be	delayed:	if	your	comment	contains	an	image,	photograph,	web	link,	or	text	that	looks	to	the
software	as	if	it	might	be	a	web	link,	your	posting	will	appear	after	it	has	been	approved	by	a	moderator.	Apologies	for	the	delay.Only	one	image	can	be	added	per	comment	but	you	can	post	as	many	comments,	and	therefore	images,	as	you	like.You	will	not	receive	a	notification	when	a	response	to	your	question	has	been	posted.Please	bookmark	this
page	to	make	it	easy	for	you	to	check	back	for	our	response.	IF	above	you	see	"Comment	Formis	loading	comments..."	then	COMMENT	BOX	-	countable.ca	/	bawkbox.com	IS	NOT	WORKING.	In	any	case	you	are	welcome	to	send	an	email	directly	to	us	at	InspectApedia.com	at	editor@inspectApedia.com	We'll	reply	to	you	directly.	Please	help	us	help
you	by	noting,	in	your	email,	the	URL	of	the	InspectApedia	page	where	you	wanted	to	comment.	Citations	&	ReferencesIn	addition	to	any	citations	in	the	article	above,	a	full	list	is	available	on	request.Access	Water	Energy,	PO	Box	2061,	Moorabbin,	VIC	3189,	Australia,	Tel:	1300	797	758,	email:	sales@accesswater.com.au	Website:	Moorabbin	Office:
Kingston	Trade	Centre,	100	Cochranes	Rd,	Moorabbin,	VIC	3189Australian	supplier	of:	Greywater	systems,	Solar	power	to	grid	packages,	Edwards	solar	systems,	Vulcan	compact	solar	systems,	water	&	solar	system	pumps	&	controls,	and	a	wide	rage	of	above	ground	&	under	ground	water	storage	tanks:	concrete,	steel,	plastic,	modular,	and	bladder
storage	tanks.Grove	Electric,	Typical	Shallow	Well	One	Line	Jet	Pump	Installation	[PDF],	Grove	Electric,	G&G	Electric	&	Plumbing,	1900	NE	78th	St.,	Suite	101,	Vancouver	WA	98665	www.grovelectric.com	-	web	search	-7/15/2010	original	source:	20Jet%20Pump%20Installation.pdfGrove	Electric,	Typical	Deep	Well	Two	Line	Jet	Pump	Installation
[PDF],	Grove	Electric,	G&G	Electric	&	Plumbing,	1900	NE	78th	St.,	Suite	101,	Vancouver	WA	98665	www.grovelectric.com	-	web	search	-7/15/2010	original	source:	20Jet%20Pump%20Installation.pdfPentair	Sta	Rite	well	pumps:	Sta-Rite	website	is	at	/	Pentair	USA	293	Wright	Street	Delavan,	WI	53115	Tel:	888-782-7483	Orders	Fax:	800-426-9446Sta-
Rite	/	Pentair	Canada	490	Pinebush	Road,	Unit	4	Cambridge,	Ontario,	Canada,	N1T	0A5	Phone:300-363-7867	Fax:888-606-5484	In	addition	to	citations	&	references	found	in	this	article,	see	the	research	citations	given	at	the	end	of	the	related	articles	found	at	our	suggestedCONTINUE	READING	or	RECOMMENDED	ARTICLES.	ADVERTISEMENT
Skip	to	main	content	Replace	a	cranky	old	switch	in	about	an	hour.	Time	Complexity	Cost	Replace	a	faulty	well	pump	switch	in	about	an	hour,	with	no	special	tools	or	skills	required.	Well	Pump	Pressure	Switch	AdjustmentYour	well	pump	gets	its	marching	orders	from	the	switch	mounted	on	the	pressure	tank.	When	the	switch	acts	up	(and	they	all	do
eventually),	youll	see	all	kinds	of	strange	behavior.	Sometimes	the	pump	wont	turn	on	or,	if	it	does,	it	turns	on	erratically,	or	wont	shut	off.The	good	news?	Replacing	the	pressure	switch	is	cheap	and	only	takes	about	an	hour.Diagnose	a	cranky	switch	by	rapping	on	it	with	a	screwdriver	handle.	If	the	pump	runs	(youll	hear	it	click)	or	quits,	youve
nailed	the	problem.	But	even	if	it	doesnt	respond,	its	still	worth	replacing	the	switch.Switches	come	in	three	pressure	ranges:	20	to	40,	30	to	50	and	40	to	60	pounds	per	square	inch	(psi).	Always	replace	your	switch	with	one	of	the	same	rating;	its	usually	printed	inside	the	plastic	cover	of	your	old	switch.	You	should	also	buy	a	new	pressure	gauge	and
a	1/4-in.	by	6-in.	galvanized	nipple.	Materials	Required	Well	pump	pressure	switch	Flip	the	breaker	to	the	pump	switch	and	check	it	with	a	voltage	sniffer	to	make	sure	its	off.	The	last	thing	you	want	to	do	is	electrocute	yourself	while	doing	this	project.	Then	disconnect	the	wiring.Label	each	wire	with	tape	and	unscrew	the	conduit	locking	ring.	Next,
pull	the	wires	and	conduit	out	of	the	switch.Family	Handyman	Close	the	valve	from	the	pressure	tank	to	the	house.	Then	drain	the	pressure	tank.	Next,	remove	the	old	switch	and	nipple.	Replace	them	with	new	parts.Family	Handyman	Complete	DIY	projects	like	a	pro!	Sign	up	for	our	newsletter!	Do	It	Right,	Do	It	Yourself!	Slap	your	adjustable
wrench	around	the	flats	on	the	gauge	and	unscrew	it.Wrap	the	pipe	threads	with	Teflon	tape	and	reassemble.	Install	the	wiring,	close	the	faucet	and	repower	the	pump.	Youre	done!Family	Handyman	Replacing	or	installing	a	well	pump	pressure	switch	is	a	relatively	straightforward	process	that	helps	regulate	the	water	pressure	in	your	well	system.
Heres	a	summary	of	the	key	steps	involved:	Turn	Off	Power:	Before	starting	any	work,	turn	off	the	power	to	the	well	pump	at	the	circuit	breaker	or	disconnect	switch	to	ensure	safety.Drain	Pressure:	Open	a	faucet	or	valve	in	your	home	to	relieve	any	pressure	in	the	well	system.	This	will	prevent	water	from	gushing	out	when	you	disconnect	the
pressure	switch.	Disconnect	Electrical	Wiring:	Carefully	disconnect	the	electrical	wires	from	the	existing	pressure	switch.	These	wires	are	typically	connected	to	terminals	on	the	switch.	Remove	Old	Pressure	Switch:	Unscrew	and	remove	the	old	pressure	switch	from	the	water	pipe,	typically	located	near	the	well	tank	or	pump.	Prepare	New	Pressure
Switch:	If	youre	replacing	the	switch,	ensure	that	the	new	pressure	switch	is	compatible	with	your	system	and	set	to	the	desired	pressure	settings.	You	may	need	to	adjust	the	pressure	settings	as	needed.	Install	New	Pressure	Switch:	Attach	the	new	pressure	switch	to	the	water	pipe	in	the	same	location	where	the	old	one	was	removed.	Hand-tighten
it,	and	then	use	a	wrench	to	secure	it	snugly	without	over-tightening,	which	could	damage	the	threads.	Connect	Electrical	Wires:	Reattach	the	electrical	wires	to	the	corresponding	terminals	on	the	new	pressure	switch.	Ensure	that	the	connections	are	secure.	Test	the	System:	Turn	the	power	back	on	and	open	a	faucet	to	test	the	well	system.	The
pump	should	start,	and	water	should	flow.	Monitor	the	system	for	any	issues,	and	check	for	leaks	around	the	new	pressure	switch.	Adjust	Pressure	Settings	(if	needed):	If	the	water	pressure	isnt	within	the	desired	range,	use	a	pressure	gauge	and	adjust	the	pressure	settings	on	the	new	switch	accordingly.	Refer	to	the	manufacturers	instructions	for
guidance.	Secure	Cover/Casing:	If	your	pressure	switch	has	a	protective	cover	or	casing,	make	sure	its	securely	fastened	to	protect	the	switch	and	wiring.	Monitor	Performance:	Keep	an	eye	on	the	well	systems	performance	to	ensure	that	it	maintains	proper	water	pressure	and	operates	smoothly.	As	you	already	know,	the	pressure	switch	turns	the
pump	on	and	off	when	the	water	pressure	in	the	tank	changes.	Pressure	switches	therefore	have	2	pressure	settings,	a	lower	one	and	a	higher	one.	The	lower	pressure	setting	when	the	pressure	switch	activates	the	pump	is	called	the	cut-in	pressure.	After	sufficient	water	has	filled	the	tank,	the	pressure	switch	turns	the	pump	off	at	the	cut-off
pressure.	While	buying	a	new	pressure	switch,	you	need	to	know	its	cut-in	and	cut	off	pressures.	There	are	3	main	pressure	switch	settings.	20/40	psi,	30/50	psi	and	40/60	psi.	As	you	can	see,	there	is	usually	a	20	psi	difference	between	the	cut-in	and	cut-off	pressure.	Your	old	pressure	switchs	cut-in	and	cut-off	pressure	will	be	written	underneath	its
cover.	If	you	were	happy	with	your	water	pressure	prior	to	the	switch	going	bad,	buy	the	exact	same	pressure	switch.	If	you	werent,	you	can	buy	a	pressure	switch	with	a	higher	or	lower	pressure	settings.	Having	said	that,	I	should	also	add	that	a	pressure	switchs	cut-in	and	cut-off	pressures	can	be	adjusted	as	shown	in	this	post.	That	means	if	you
have	a	pressure	switch	with	a	cut-in	pressure	of	30	psi	and	cut-off	pressure	of	50	psi,	you	can	adjust	it	to	have	a	cut-in	pressure	of	40	psi	and	a	cut-off	pressure	of	60	psi.	You	can	also	adjust	the	pressure	differential	by	either	increasing	or	reducing	the	cut-off	pressure.	Another	thing	to	remember	is	that	the	pressure	of	the	compressed	air	inside	the
pressure	tank	should	be	2	psi	lower	than	the	pressure	switchs	cut-in	pressure.	As	you	replace	the	pressure	switch,	you	will	need	to	check	and	adjust	that	pressure	as	well.	For	this	project,	you	will	need	the	following	tools	and	equipment:	New	pressure	switch	Philips	screwdriver	Adjustable	wrench	Teflon	tape	Phone/camera	Old	toothbrush/wire	brush
Garden	hose	Multimeter/voltage	tester	When	you	have	gathered	all	the	materials	together,	it	is	time	to	remove	the	old	pressure	switch	and	install	a	new	one.	The	following	are	the	steps	to	follow:	While	replacing	the	pressure	switch,	you	will	be	handling	naked	wires	which	power	up	the	switch.	It	is	therefore	paramount	that	the	first	thing	you	do	is	to
turn	off	power	to	the	well	pump	to	prevent	electrical	shock.	Look	for	the	breaker	marked	Well	Pump	on	your	main	electrical	panel	and	flip	it	to	the	off	position.	Better	still	unplug	the	pumps	power	cord	from	the	electrical	outlet.	There	is	usually	a	plastic	cover	on	top	of	the	pressure	switch	connected	using	a	small	nut.	Remove	the	cover	and	test	if
indeed	power	to	the	pressure	switch	has	been	cut	off	using	the	voltage	tester/multimeter.	With	the	pressure	switch	cover	out,	you	will	see	4	electrical	terminals,	where	there	will	be	4	wires	tightened	around	screws.	There	will	also	be	a	ground	connection	at	the	bottom.	You	will	need	a	screwdriver	to	loosen	the	screws	and	pull	out	the	wires.	Before
doing	anything	however,	I	would	recommend	that	you	grab	your	phone	or	a	digital	camera	and	a	take	a	picture	of	the	connections.	That	will	help	you	later	in	remembering	exactly	where	each	wire	was	connected.	You	can	as	well	go	an	extra	step	and	mark	the	wires	with	a	pen	before	taking	the	picture.	After	taking	the	picture,	loosen	the	screws	and
pull	out	the	wires.	Do	not	forget	the	ground	connection.	Note:	It	is	very	important	to	check	how	the	wires	enter	the	pressure	switch	opening.	As	you	tighten	the	connections	later,	you	want	the	screws	to	grab	the	wires	tightly.	More	on	that	later	in	this	post.	You	cannot	replace	a	pressure	switch	with	well	tank	still	full	of	water,	unless	you	want	to	try
and	see	what	will	happen.	Before	disconnecting	the	pressure	switch,	you	will	first	need	to	completely	drain	the	tank.	This	will	also	give	you	the	opportunity	to	check	the	pressure	of	the	air	chamber	inside	the	tank	and	adjust	it	if	needed.	Turn	off	the	shut	off	valve	from	pressure	tank	to	your	house	plumbing.	Connect	a	garden	hose	on	the	boiler	drain	at
the	bottom	of	the	tank.	Direct	the	other	end	of	the	garden	hose	out	into	the	driveway,	yard	or	floor	drain.	Turn	on	the	drain	valve	and	let	the	tank	drain	out	completely.	This	will	take	a	few	minutes.	Keep	your	eyes	on	the	pressure	tank.	When	the	water	pressure	drops	to	0	psi,	the	tank	will	have	drained	out	completely.	If	your	installation	looks	a	little
different	and	you	dont	have	a	boiler	drain	at	the	bottom	of	the	tank,	you	will	need	to	drain	the	pressure	tank	from	the	nearest	faucet.	Note:	Do	not	forget	to	turn	off	or	bypass	water	filtration	equipment	to	prevent	them	from	being	clogged	up	by	sediment.	Use	a	wrench	to	grab	the	pressure	switch	locknut	and	loosen	it	by	turning	it	counterclockwise.	If
the	connection	is	really	tight,	I	would	suggest	that	you	use	a	second	wrench	to	back	off	on	the	pipe	(nipple)	where	the	pressure	switch	is	threaded	on.	This	prevents	the	pipe	from	loosening	instead	of	the	pressure	switch.	You	can	also	spray	penetrating	oil	or	lubricant	like	WD-40	on	the	connection	and	wait	for	about	15	minutes	before	attempting	to
loosen	it	again.	Use	a	toothbrush	or	wire	brush	to	clean	up	the	threads	on	the	pipe/nipple.	This	is	important	in	removing	old	Teflon	tape	and	mineral	deposits.	Apply	about	6	wraps	of	Teflon	tape	on	the	threads.	Teflon	tape	should	be	applied	in	a	clockwise	direction,	since	it	is	the	same	direction	you	will	use	to	tighten	the	new	pressure	switch.	Thread	in
the	new	pressure	switch,	starting	off	slowly	to	avoid	cross	threading.	Tighten	the	connection	with	a	wrench	but	not	crazy	tight.	Connect	the	wires	back	as	they	were.	Refer	to	the	photo	you	took	earlier	and	connect	back	the	wires	on	the	terminals.	This	time	round	you	will	need	to	start	with	ground	connection	since	it	is	at	the	bottom.	If	the	wires	are	a
little	rusty,	clean	them	up	with	an	emery	cloth.	This	helps	in	creating	a	good	contact.	Note:	As	I	mentioned	earlier,	you	will	need	to	feed	the	wires	in	such	a	wire	that	they	curl	around	the	screw	from	the	left	(clockwise)	and	not	the	right	side.	By	so	doing,	the	wires	will	form	good	contact	as	you	tighten	the	screws.	Install	the	Pressure	Switch	cover	As	I
had	mentioned	earlier,	the	pressure	of	the	compressed	air	inside	the	pressure	tank	needs	to	be	2	psi	lower	that	the	pressure	switchs	cut-in	pressure	(This	is	for	bladder/diaphragm	pressure	tanks	not	air-over-water	tanks).	You	should	always	check	the	pressure	when	the	tank	is	empty.	Now	that	your	tank	is	already	drained,	remove	the	cap	on	the	air
inlet	valve	at	the	top	of	the	tank	and	connect	a	tire	gauge.	Check	the	pressure	reading.	You	can	either	bleed	off	pressure	from	the	tank	or	add	more	using	an	air	compressor	or	bicycle	pump.	2-5	psi	lower	than	the	pressure	switchs	cut-in	pressure	will	be	ideal.	With	the	new	pressure	switch	in	place,	turn	on	power	to	the	pump.	Make	sure	that	the	drain
valve	at	the	bottom	of	the	tank	is	turned	off.	Open	the	shut	off	valve	to	the	house	plumbing.	To	flush	out	air	from	the	system,	open	a	nearby	faucet	and	only	turn	it	off	when	it	stops	sputtering.	Do	not	forget	to	turn	on	the	filtering	equipment	back	on.	And	basically	that	is	how	to	replace	a	well	pump	pressure	switch.	If	indeed	you	had	a	faulty	switch	the
water	pressure	problem	will	have	been	resolved.	On	the	other	hand	if	the	problem	persists,	you	may	be	having	a	faulty	well	pump.	I	have	written	a	separate	article	about	the	signs	that	shows	you	need	a	new	well	pump.	Read	it	here.	Have	you	ever	found	yourself	staring	at	a	well	pump	system,	wondering	how	to	upgrade	or	repair	parts	of	it?
Particularly,	installing	or	replacing	a	well	pump	pressure	switch	can	seem	daunting	at	first.	But	dont	worry,	with	a	little	guidance,	youll	find	its	not	as	complicated	as	it	seems.	This	friendly	guide	will	demystify	the	process	for	you,	making	it	manageable	and	straightforward.Understanding	the	Well	Pump	Pressure	SwitchBefore	jumping	into	the
installation	process,	its	crucial	to	grasp	exactly	what	a	well	pump	pressure	switch	does	and	why	its	essential	for	your	well	system.	The	pressure	switch	is	a	vital	component	that	regulates	the	pressure	in	your	water	system,	ensuring	that	water	flows	smoothly	and	effectively	from	your	well	to	your	home.What	is	a	Well	Pump	Pressure	Switch?The
pressure	switch	acts	as	a	communication	device	between	your	water	system	and	the	pump,	telling	the	pump	when	to	turn	on	or	off.	It	maintains	the	appropriate	pressure	level	by	turning	on	the	pump	when	the	water	pressure	falls	below	a	set	point	and	turning	it	off	when	the	desired	pressure	is	reached.Why	Do	You	Need	to	Replace	It?Over	time,	a
pressure	switch	may	succumb	to	wear	and	tear,	which	can	lead	to	inconsistent	water	pressure,	increased	energy	use,	or	unexpected	system	shutdowns.	Identifying	when	its	time	for	a	replacement	is	key	to	maintaining	a	functioning	water	system.Symptoms	of	a	Faulty	Pressure	SwitchSome	common	signs	that	your	pressure	switch	may	need
replacement	include	erratic	water	pressure,	pump	short	cycling	(turning	on	and	off	rapidly),	or	water	leaking	around	the	switch	area.	Identifying	these	symptoms	early	can	help	prevent	more	extensive	damage.Preparing	for	InstallationPreparation	is	half	the	battle.	Ensuring	you	have	the	right	tools	and	a	clear	understanding	of	what	needs	to	be	done
will	make	the	installation	smoother	and	less	stressful.Gathering	Your	Tools	and	MaterialsHeres	a	handy	checklist	of	tools	and	materials	youll	need:Tools	and	MaterialsPurposeAdjustable	WrenchFor	loosening	and	tightening	nuts	and	bolts.Screwdriver	SetFor	removing	terminal	screws	on	the	old	switch.Voltage	TesterTo	ensure	no	electricity	is
flowing.Pipe	TapeTo	seal	threaded	connections.New	Pressure	SwitchThe	replacement	part.Safety	Goggles	and	GlovesFor	personal	protection.Safety	FirstBefore	starting,	make	sure	you	prioritize	safety.	Turn	off	the	power	supply	to	the	pump	by	switching	off	the	circuit	breaker.	Use	a	voltage	tester	to	confirm	that	theres	no	electricity	running	to	the
switch.	Wearing	safety	goggles	and	gloves	can	protect	you	from	potential	hazards.Understanding	Pressure	Switch	RatingsNot	all	pressure	switches	are	created	equal.	Ensure	that	the	new	switch	matches	the	specifications	of	your	pump.	Check	the	pressure	rating,	which	usually	comes	in	two	numbers	indicating	the	cut-in	(low	pressure)	and	cut-out
(high	pressure)	settings,	like	30/50	psi	or	40/60	psi.Step-by-Step	Installation	GuideNow	that	youre	prepared,	lets	walk	through	the	step-by-step	process	of	installing	your	new	well	pump	pressure	switch.Step	1:	Remove	the	Old	Pressure	Switch	Turn	Off	the	Power:	Ensure	the	power	to	the	well	pump	system	is	off.	Double-check	using	a	voltage	tester.
Release	Pressure:	Open	a	faucet	to	let	out	any	built-up	pressure	in	the	system.	This	helps	to	avoid	a	sudden	discharge	of	water.	Disconnect	the	Wires:	Take	note	of	how	the	wires	are	connected	to	the	current	switch.	It	might	be	handy	to	take	a	picture	for	later	reference.	Carefully	remove	them	using	a	screwdriver.	Remove	the	Pressure	Switch:	Using
an	adjustable	wrench,	detach	the	old	pressure	switch	from	the	piping	system.Step	2:	Install	the	New	Pressure	Switch	Attach	the	New	Switch:	Start	by	wrapping	pipe	tape	around	the	male	threads	of	the	pressure	switch.	This	provides	a	good	seal	to	prevent	leaks.	Secure	the	New	Switch:	Using	the	wrench,	attach	the	new	pressure	switch	to	the	piping.
Ensure	it	is	tight	but	avoid	over-tightening,	which	can	damage	the	threads.	Reconnect	the	Wires:	Refer	to	your	earlier	notes	or	the	photo	you	took,	and	connect	the	wires	to	the	terminal	screws	on	the	new	switch.	Ensure	each	wire	is	securely	fastened.Step	3:	Test	the	Installation	Restore	Power:	Turn	the	power	back	on	at	the	circuit	breaker.	Check	for
Leaks:	Examine	the	connections	for	any	signs	of	leaking.	If	leaks	are	present,	tighten	the	connections	further.	Monitor	the	Pressure:	Observe	the	pressure	gauge	to	ensure	it	reaches	the	desired	cut-in	and	cut-out	settings,	indicating	the	switch	is	working	correctly.Troubleshooting	Common	IssuesEven	with	careful	installation,	you	might	encounter
occasional	hiccups.	Knowing	how	to	troubleshoot	common	problems	can	save	you	time	and	frustration.Pressure	Switch	Doesnt	Turn	OnIf	the	pump	doesnt	start	when	the	water	pressure	falls	below	the	cut-in	point,	check	the	power	supply	and	ensure	all	electrical	connections	are	secure.	Verify	that	the	switch	settings	align	with	your	systems
requirements.Short	Cycling	IssuesIf	the	pump	turns	on	and	off	too	quickly,	this	typically	indicates	a	problem	with	the	pressure	tank	or	incorrect	settings	on	the	switch.	Adjusting	the	cut-in	and	cut-out	pressure	settings	might	resolve	the	issue.Leaks	at	Connection	PointsIf	you	notice	leaks,	ensure	that	pipe	tape	is	applied	correctly	and	the	connections
are	sufficiently	tightened.	In	some	cases,	replacing	old	piping	or	fittings	might	be	necessary.Maintenance	Tips	for	LongevityInstalling	your	pressure	switch	is	the	beginning	of	ensuring	consistent	operation	of	your	water	system.	Regular	maintenance	can	extend	the	life	of	your	switch	and	system.See	also	What	Are	The	Signs	That	Your	Well	Needs	A
New	Pressure	Tank?Regular	InspectionsSchedule	regular	inspections	to	ensure	the	pressure	switch	and	surrounding	components	are	in	good	condition.	Detecting	potential	issues	early	can	prevent	costly	repairs.Keep	it	CleanKeep	the	area	around	the	pressure	switch	clean	and	free	of	debris.	Dust	and	grime	can	hinder	performance	and	accelerate
wear.Check	Pressure	SettingsRegularly	verify	that	the	pressure	settings	are	still	suitable	for	your	needs	and	make	adjustments	if	necessary.	Over	time,	your	household	water	demand	may	change,	necessitating	a	recalibration.Professional	InspectionsConsider	having	a	professional	inspect	your	well	system	periodically.	Professionals	can	detect	issues
you	might	overlook	and	offer	tailored	advice	for	maintaining	efficiency.ConclusionBy	replacing	your	well	pump	pressure	switch	on	your	own,	youve	not	only	acquired	a	useful	skill	but	also	saved	valuable	resources.	While	the	process	may	initially	seem	complex,	breaking	it	down	into	these	manageable	steps	makes	it	achievable	even	for	beginners.
Regular	maintenance	and	timely	replacements	ensure	the	longevity	and	efficiency	of	your	well	system,	offering	you	peace	of	mind	and	a	consistent	supply	of	water	in	your	home.Feeling	empowered	yet?	Remember,	being	proactive	about	home	maintenance	not	only	keeps	your	systems	in	top	shape	but	also	helps	you	become	more	intimately	connected
with	the	workings	of	your	home.	So	take	pride	in	your	newfound	knowledge	and	the	comfortable	water	pressure	youve	ensured	for	your	household.
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