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Traffic	lights	tell	drivers	and	pedestrians	what	they	must	do	at	intersections	and	along	roads.	They	tell	road	users	when	to	stop	and	go,	when	and	how	to	turn	and	when	to	drive	with	extra	caution.	Green	light	A	green	light	means	you	may	turn	left,	go	straight	or	turn	right	after	yielding	to	vehicles	and	pedestrians	already	in	the	intersection.	When
turning	left	or	right	you	must	yield	the	right-of-way	to	pedestrians	crossing	the	intersection.	Yellow	light	A	yellow	-	or	amber	-	light	means	the	red	light	is	about	to	appear.	You	must	stop	if	you	can	do	so	safely;	otherwise,	go	with	caution.	Red	light	A	red	light	means	you	must	stop.	Bring	your	vehicle	to	a	complete	stop	at	the	stop	line	if	it	is	marked	on
the	pavement.	If	there	is	no	stop	line,	stop	at	the	crosswalk,	marked	or	not.	If	there	is	no	crosswalk,	stop	at	the	edge	of	the	sidewalk.	If	there	is	no	sidewalk,	stop	at	the	edge	of	the	intersection.	Wait	until	the	light	changes	to	green	and	the	intersection	is	clear	before	moving	through	it.	Unless	a	sign	tells	you	not	to,	you	may	turn	right	on	a	red	light
only	after	coming	to	a	complete	stop	and	waiting	until	the	way	is	clear.	You	may	also	turn	left	on	a	red	light	if	you	are	moving	from	a	one-way	road	onto	a	one-way	road,	but	you	must	come	to	a	complete	stop	first	and	wait	until	the	way	is	clear.	Lights	and	arrows	to	help	turning	vehicles	Flashing	green	lights	and	green	arrows	direct	drivers	who	are
turning.	Advance	green	light	or	arrow	When	you	face	a	flashing	green	light	or	a	left-pointing	green	arrow	and	a	green	light,	you	may	turn	left,	go	straight	ahead	or	turn	right	from	the	proper	lane.	This	is	called	an	advanced	green	light	because	oncoming	traffic	still	faces	a	red	light.	Pedestrians	must	not	cross	on	a	flashing	green	light	unless	a
pedestrian	signal	tells	them	to.	Simultaneous	left	turn	When	a	left-turn	green	arrow	is	shown	with	a	red	light,	you	may	turn	left	from	the	left-turn	lane.	Vehicles	turning	left	from	the	opposite	direction	may	also	be	making	left	turns	because	they	too	face	a	left-turn	green	arrow.	After	the	left-turn	green	arrow,	a	yellow	arrow	may	appear.	This	means	the
green	light	is	about	to	appear	for	traffic	in	one	or	both	directions.	Do	not	start	your	left	turn.	Stop	if	you	can	do	so	safely;	otherwise,	complete	your	turn	with	caution.	You	can	still	turn	left	when	the	light	is	green,	but	only	when	the	way	is	clear	of	traffic	and	pedestrians.	If	the	light	turns	red	when	you	are	in	the	intersection,	complete	your	turn	when	it
is	safe.	Pedestrians	must	not	cross	on	a	left-turn	green	arrow	unless	a	pedestrian	signal	tells	them	to.	Transit	priority	signals	Traffic	and	pedestrians	must	yield	to	public	transit	vehicles	at	a	transit	priority	signal.	The	round	signal	is	on	top	of	a	regular	traffic	signal	and	shows	a	white	vertical	bar	on	a	dark	background.	This	allows	transit	vehicles	to	go
through,	turn	right	or	left,	while	all	conflicting	traffic	faces	a	red	light.	Fully	protected	left	turn	Some	intersections	have	separate	traffic	lights	for	left-turning	traffic	and	for	traffic	going	through	the	intersection	or	turning	right.	When	a	left-turn	green	arrow	appears	for	traffic	in	the	left-turn	lane,	traffic	going	straight	ahead	or	turning	right	will
usually	see	a	red	light.	You	may	turn	left	from	the	left-turn	lane	when	you	face	a	green	arrow.	Vehicles	from	the	opposite	direction	may	also	be	turning	left.	After	the	left-turn	green	arrow,	a	yellow	light	appears	for	left-turning	vehicles	only.	After	the	yellow	light,	a	red	light	appears	for	left-turning	vehicles	only.	Traffic	going	straight	ahead	or	turning
right	will	face	a	green	light	or	green	arrows	pointing	straight	ahead	and	to	the	right.	In	these	intersections,	you	may	not	begin	turning	left	after	the	green	light	appears	for	traffic	going	straight	ahead	or	turning	right.	If	the	light	turns	yellow	while	you	are	in	the	intersection,	complete	your	turn	with	caution.	Flashing	red	light	You	must	come	to	a
complete	stop	at	a	flashing	red	light.	Move	through	the	intersection	only	when	it	is	safe.	Flashing	yellow	light	A	flashing	yellow	light	means	you	should	drive	with	caution	when	approaching	and	moving	through	the	intersection.	Blank	traffic	lights	During	an	electrical	power	loss,	traffic	lights	at	intersections	will	not	work.	Yield	the	right-of-way	to
vehicles	in	the	intersection	and	to	vehicles	entering	the	intersection	from	your	right.	Go	cautiously	and	use	the	intersection	the	same	way	you	would	use	an	intersection	with	all-way	stop	signs.	Traffic	beacons	A	traffic	beacon	is	a	single	flashing	light	hung	over	an	intersection	or	placed	over	signs	or	on	obstacles	in	the	road.	Flashing	red	beacon	A
flashing	red	beacon	above	an	intersection	or	stop	sign	means	you	must	come	to	a	complete	stop.	Move	through	the	intersection	only	when	it	is	safe	to	do	so.	Flashing	yellow	beacon	A	flashing	yellow	beacon	above	an	intersection,	above	a	warning	sign	or	on	an	obstruction	in	the	road,	warns	you	to	drive	with	caution.	Summary	By	the	end	of	this	section
you	should	know:	The	different	colours	and	symbols	that	appear	on	traffic	lights	and	what	those	mean	How	to	navigate	turns	using	advanced	green	lights	and	arrows	How	to	proceed	when	approaching	flashing	amber	or	red	lights	What	to	do	in	situations	where	the	traffic	lights	are	not	operatingTraffic	lights	tell	drivers	and	pedestrians	what	they	must
do	at	intersections	and	along	roads.	They	tell	road	users	when	to	stop	and	go,	when	and	how	to	turn	and	when	to	drive	with	extra	caution.	Green	light	A	green	light	means	you	may	turn	left,	go	straight	or	turn	right	after	yielding	to	vehicles	and	pedestrians	already	in	the	intersection.	When	turning	left	or	right	you	must	yield	the	right-of-way	to
pedestrians	crossing	the	intersection.	Yellow	light	A	yellow	-	or	amber	-	light	means	the	red	light	is	about	to	appear.	You	must	stop	if	you	can	do	so	safely;	otherwise,	go	with	caution.	Red	light	A	red	light	means	you	must	stop.	Bring	your	vehicle	to	a	complete	stop	at	the	stop	line	if	it	is	marked	on	the	pavement.	If	there	is	no	stop	line,	stop	at	the
crosswalk,	marked	or	not.	If	there	is	no	crosswalk,	stop	at	the	edge	of	the	sidewalk.	If	there	is	no	sidewalk,	stop	at	the	edge	of	the	intersection.	Wait	until	the	light	changes	to	green	and	the	intersection	is	clear	before	moving	through	it.	Unless	a	sign	tells	you	not	to,	you	may	turn	right	on	a	red	light	only	after	coming	to	a	complete	stop	and	waiting
until	the	way	is	clear.	You	may	also	turn	left	on	a	red	light	if	you	are	moving	from	a	one-way	road	onto	a	one-way	road,	but	you	must	come	to	a	complete	stop	first	and	wait	until	the	way	is	clear.	Lights	and	arrows	to	help	turning	vehicles	Flashing	green	lights	and	green	arrows	direct	drivers	who	are	turning.	Advance	green	light	or	arrow	When	you
face	a	flashing	green	light	or	a	left-pointing	green	arrow	and	a	green	light,	you	may	turn	left,	go	straight	ahead	or	turn	right	from	the	proper	lane.	This	is	called	an	advanced	green	light	because	oncoming	traffic	still	faces	a	red	light.	Pedestrians	must	not	cross	on	a	flashing	green	light	unless	a	pedestrian	signal	tells	them	to.	Simultaneous	left	turn
When	a	left-turn	green	arrow	is	shown	with	a	red	light,	you	may	turn	left	from	the	left-turn	lane.	Vehicles	turning	left	from	the	opposite	direction	may	also	be	making	left	turns	because	they	too	face	a	left-turn	green	arrow.	After	the	left-turn	green	arrow,	a	yellow	arrow	may	appear.	This	means	the	green	light	is	about	to	appear	for	traffic	in	one	or
both	directions.	Do	not	start	your	left	turn.	Stop	if	you	can	do	so	safely;	otherwise,	complete	your	turn	with	caution.	You	can	still	turn	left	when	the	light	is	green,	but	only	when	the	way	is	clear	of	traffic	and	pedestrians.	If	the	light	turns	red	when	you	are	in	the	intersection,	complete	your	turn	when	it	is	safe.	Pedestrians	must	not	cross	on	a	left-turn
green	arrow	unless	a	pedestrian	signal	tells	them	to.	Transit	priority	signals	Traffic	and	pedestrians	must	yield	to	public	transit	vehicles	at	a	transit	priority	signal.	The	round	signal	is	on	top	of	a	regular	traffic	signal	and	shows	a	white	vertical	bar	on	a	dark	background.	This	allows	transit	vehicles	to	go	through,	turn	right	or	left,	while	all	conflicting
traffic	faces	a	red	light.	Fully	protected	left	turn	Some	intersections	have	separate	traffic	lights	for	left-turning	traffic	and	for	traffic	going	through	the	intersection	or	turning	right.	When	a	left-turn	green	arrow	appears	for	traffic	in	the	left-turn	lane,	traffic	going	straight	ahead	or	turning	right	will	usually	see	a	red	light.	You	may	turn	left	from	the
left-turn	lane	when	you	face	a	green	arrow.	Vehicles	from	the	opposite	direction	may	also	be	turning	left.	After	the	left-turn	green	arrow,	a	yellow	light	appears	for	left-turning	vehicles	only.	After	the	yellow	light,	a	red	light	appears	for	left-turning	vehicles	only.	Traffic	going	straight	ahead	or	turning	right	will	face	a	green	light	or	green	arrows
pointing	straight	ahead	and	to	the	right.	In	these	intersections,	you	may	not	begin	turning	left	after	the	green	light	appears	for	traffic	going	straight	ahead	or	turning	right.	If	the	light	turns	yellow	while	you	are	in	the	intersection,	complete	your	turn	with	caution.	Flashing	red	light	You	must	come	to	a	complete	stop	at	a	flashing	red	light.	Move
through	the	intersection	only	when	it	is	safe.	Flashing	yellow	light	A	flashing	yellow	light	means	you	should	drive	with	caution	when	approaching	and	moving	through	the	intersection.	Blank	traffic	lights	During	an	electrical	power	loss,	traffic	lights	at	intersections	will	not	work.	Yield	the	right-of-way	to	vehicles	in	the	intersection	and	to	vehicles
entering	the	intersection	from	your	right.	Go	cautiously	and	use	the	intersection	the	same	way	you	would	use	an	intersection	with	all-way	stop	signs.	Traffic	beacons	A	traffic	beacon	is	a	single	flashing	light	hung	over	an	intersection	or	placed	over	signs	or	on	obstacles	in	the	road.	Flashing	red	beacon	A	flashing	red	beacon	above	an	intersection	or
stop	sign	means	you	must	come	to	a	complete	stop.	Move	through	the	intersection	only	when	it	is	safe	to	do	so.	Flashing	yellow	beacon	A	flashing	yellow	beacon	above	an	intersection,	above	a	warning	sign	or	on	an	obstruction	in	the	road,	warns	you	to	drive	with	caution.	Summary	By	the	end	of	this	section	you	should	know:	The	different	colours	and
symbols	that	appear	on	traffic	lights	and	what	those	mean	How	to	navigate	turns	using	advanced	green	lights	and	arrows	How	to	proceed	when	approaching	flashing	amber	or	red	lights	What	to	do	in	situations	where	the	traffic	lights	are	not	operating	Traffic	lights	tell	drivers	and	pedestrians	what	they	must	do	at	intersections	and	along	roads.	They
tell	road	users	when	to	stop	and	go,	when	and	how	to	turn	and	when	to	drive	with	extra	caution.	A	green	light	means	you	may	turn	left,	go	straight	or	turn	right	after	yielding	to	vehicles	and	pedestrians	already	in	the	intersection.	When	turning	left	or	right	you	must	yield	the	right-of-way	to	pedestrians	crossing	the	intersection.	A	yellow	or	amber	light
means	the	red	light	is	about	to	appear.	You	must	stop	if	you	can	do	so	safely;	otherwise,	go	with	caution.	A	red	light	means	you	must	stop.	Bring	your	vehicle	to	a	complete	stop	at	the	stop	line	if	it	is	marked	on	the	pavement.	If	there	is	no	stop	line,	stop	at	the	crosswalk,	marked	or	not.	If	there	is	no	crosswalk,	stop	at	the	edge	of	the	sidewalk.	If	there
is	no	sidewalk,	stop	at	the	edge	of	the	intersection.	Wait	until	the	light	changes	to	green	and	the	intersection	is	clear	before	moving	through	it.	Unless	a	sign	tells	you	not	to,	you	may	turn	right	on	a	red	light	only	after	coming	to	a	complete	stop	and	waiting	until	the	way	is	clear.	You	may	also	turn	left	on	a	red	light	if	you	are	moving	from	a	one-way
road	onto	a	one-way	road,	but	you	must	come	to	a	complete	stop	first	and	wait	until	the	way	is	clear.	Flashing	green	lights	and	green	arrows	direct	drivers	who	are	turning.	When	you	face	a	flashing	green	light	or	a	left-pointing	green	arrow	and	a	green	light,	you	may	turn	left,	go	straight	ahead	or	turn	right	from	the	proper	lane.	This	is	called	an
advanced	green	light	because	oncoming	traffic	still	faces	a	red	light.	Pedestrians	must	not	cross	on	a	flashing	green	light	unless	a	pedestrian	signal	tells	them	to.	When	a	left-turn	green	arrow	is	shown	with	a	red	light,	you	may	turn	left	from	the	left-turn	lane.	Vehicles	turning	left	from	the	opposite	direction	may	also	be	making	left	turns	because	they
too	face	a	left-turn	green	arrow.	After	the	left-turn	green	arrow,	a	yellow	arrow	may	appear.	This	means	the	green	light	is	about	to	appear	for	traffic	in	one	or	both	directions.	Do	not	start	your	left	turn.	Stop	if	you	can	do	so	safely;	otherwise,	complete	your	turn	with	caution.	You	can	still	turn	left	when	the	light	is	green,	but	only	when	the	way	is	clear
of	traffic	and	pedestrians.	If	the	light	turns	red	when	you	are	in	the	intersection,	complete	your	turn	when	it	is	safe.	Pedestrians	must	not	cross	on	a	left-turn	green	arrow	unless	a	pedestrian	signal	tells	them	to.	Traffic	and	pedestrians	must	yield	to	public	transit	vehicles	at	a	transit	priority	signal.	The	round	signal	is	on	top	of	a	regular	traffic	signal
and	shows	a	white	vertical	bar	on	a	dark	background.	This	allows	transit	vehicles	to	go	through,	turn	right	or	left,	while	all	conflicting	traffic	faces	a	red	light.	Some	intersections	have	separate	traffic	lights	for	left-turning	traffic	and	for	traffic	going	through	the	intersection	or	turning	right.	When	a	left-turn	green	arrow	appears	for	traffic	in	the	left-
turn	lane,	traffic	going	straight	ahead	or	turning	right	will	usually	see	a	red	light.	You	may	turn	left	from	the	left-turn	lane	when	you	face	a	green	arrow.	Vehicles	from	the	opposite	direction	may	also	be	turning	left.	After	the	left-turn	green	arrow,	a	yellow	light	appears	for	left-turning	vehicles	only.	After	the	yellow	light,	a	red	light	appears	for	left-
turning	vehicles	only.	Traffic	going	straight	ahead	or	turning	right	will	face	a	green	light	or	green	arrows	pointing	straight	ahead	and	to	the	right.	In	these	intersections,	you	may	not	begin	turning	left	after	the	green	light	appears	for	traffic	going	straight	ahead	or	turning	right.	If	the	light	turns	yellow	while	you	are	in	the	intersection,	complete	your
turn	with	caution.	You	must	come	to	a	complete	stop	at	a	flashing	red	light.	Move	through	the	intersection	only	when	it	is	safe.	A	flashing	yellow	light	means	you	should	drive	with	caution	when	approaching	and	moving	through	the	intersection.	During	an	electrical	power	loss,	traffic	lights	at	intersections	will	not	work.	Yield	the	right-of-way	to
vehicles	in	the	intersection	and	to	vehicles	entering	the	intersection	from	your	right.	Go	cautiously	and	use	the	intersection	the	same	way	you	would	use	an	intersection	with	all-way	stop	signs.	A	traffic	beacon	is	a	single	flashing	light	hung	over	an	intersection	or	placed	over	signs	or	on	obstacles	in	the	road.	A	flashing	red	beacon	above	an	intersection
or	stop	sign	means	you	must	come	to	a	complete	stop.	Move	through	the	intersection	only	when	it	is	safe	to	do	so.	A	flashing	yellow	beacon	above	an	intersection,	above	a	warning	sign	or	on	an	obstruction	in	the	road,	warns	you	to	drive	with	caution.	By	the	end	of	this	section	you	should	know:	The	different	colours	and	symbols	that	appear	on	traffic
lights	and	what	those	mean	How	to	navigate	turns	using	advanced	green	lights	and	arrows	How	to	proceed	when	approaching	flashing	amber	or	red	lights	What	to	do	in	situations	where	the	traffic	lights	are	not	operating	From:	Transport	Canada	Vehicles	driven	in	the	dark	without	lights,	or	phantom	vehicles,	are	a	serious	safety	risk.	Some	drivers
think	a	lit-up	dashboard	means	their	lights	are	on,	which	may	not	be	true.	Its	also	important	to	use	proper	lighting	in	bad	weather.	Transport	Canada	is	introducing	a	new	lighting	standard	to	help	vehicles	and	drivers	see,	and	be	seen.	New	lighting	standard	As	of	September	2021	the	Canadian	Vehicle	Lighting	Regulation	will	require	that	all	new
vehicles	sold	in	Canada	have	one	of	the	following:	tail	lights	that	come	on	automatically	with	daytime	running	lights	headlights,	tail	lights,	and	side	marker	lights	that	turn	on	automatically	in	the	dark	a	dashboard	that	stays	dark	to	alert	the	driver	to	turn	on	the	lights	This	standard	will	apply	to	all	new	vehicles	(cars,	trucks,	SUVs,	3-wheeled	vehicles,
motorcycles	and	heavy	trucks).	Tips	for	driving	with	proper	vehicle	lights	Dont	put	yourself	and	others	at	risk.	Turn	your	headlights	on	when	driving	in	the	dark	or	in	bad	weather.	You	need	to	know:	Automatic	headlights	only	work	if	you	set	them	on	automatic	A	bright	dashboard	doesnt	always	mean	that	your	headlights	and	tail	lights	are	on	Daytime
running	lights	dont	give	you	enough	light	to	drive	safely	in	the	dark	or	in	bad	weather	Understanding	your	vehicles	light	symbols	Symbol	Function	Illustration	Information	Master	light	switch	Manually	selects	the	different	lighting	options	of	your	vehicle.	Daytime	running	lights	Makes	vehicle	more	visible	during	the	day.	Turn	on	when	headlights	are
off	Do	not	provide	enough	light	on	the	road	ahead	when	it's	dark	Note:	marking	lights	are	off.	Headlight	lower	beam	(low	beam,	passing	beam,	dipped	beam)	Lights	up	the	road	just	in	front	of	your	vehicle.	Use:	in	urban	areas	with	lit	streets	when	following	or	approaching	oncoming	vehicles	Headlight	upper	beam	(high	beam,	driving	beam,	main
beam)	Lights	up	a	longer	distance,	allowing	you	to	see	far	down	a	dark	road.	Use:	Switch	off	when:	another	car	is	coming	towards	or	is	driving	in	front	of	you	driving	in	fog,	rain	or	snow	as	your	upper	beams	reflect	off	these,	making	it	more	difficult	to	see	the	road	and	obstacles	Automatic	upper	beam	Automatically	switches	off	upper	beam	when
there	is	oncoming	traffic	or	when	there	is	a	vehicle	ahead.	Ensures	that	your	lights	do	not	cause	glare	for	other	drivers.	Automatic	headlights	Automatically	switches	lights	on	or	off	according	to	the	amount	of	light	outside	the	vehicle.	Ensures	that	your	lights	are	on	when	you	need	them.	Front	fog	lights	Provides	better	view	of	the	road	in	fog,	as	they
have	a	wide	beam	pattern	to	light	up	the	road	directly	in	front	of	your	vehicle.	Use	if	driving	in	fog	or	snow.	Rear	fog	lights	Makes	your	vehicle	more	visible	to	drivers	behind	you	in	fog,	as	they	are	brighter	than	tail	lights.	Use	only	if	driving	in	fog,	rain	or	snow	as	these	lights	can	be	confused	with	stop	lights,	distracting	other	drivers.	Marking	lights
Activates	front	position	lights,	rear	position	lights	(tail	lights),	side	marker	lights	and	licence	plate	lights.	Make	your	vehicle	more	visible	to	others.	Note:	headlights	are	off.	See	and	be	seen:	driving	with	proper	vehicle	lights[PDF,	3.7	MB]	Driving	laws	in	Canada	are	similar	to	those	in	the	United	States,	but	there	are	some	differences.	While	the	basics
remain	the	same	across	Canada,	individual	driving	laws	can	vary	by	province	or	territory.	For	example,	in	Alberta,	you	cannot	make	a	U-turn	at	a	controlled	intersection,	and	in	Montreal,	the	only	place	in	Canada,	you	cannot	turn	right	on	a	red	light.	Speed	limits	are	posted	in	metric	units	and	common	limits	include	50	kilometres	per	hour	in	cities	and
100	kilometres	per	hour	on	most	highways.	Driving	under	the	influence	of	alcohol	is	a	serious	offence	in	Canada,	with	strict	blood	alcohol	standards.CharacteristicsValuesSpeed	limitsPosted	in	metric	units.	Common	limits	include	50	km/h	in	cities,	80	km/h	on	two-lane	highways,	and	100	km/h	on	most	highways.Road	signsIn	English,	French,	or	both,
depending	on	the	province.SeatbeltsMandatory	for	all	vehicle	passengers.Car	seatsRequired	for	children	until	they	are	nine	years	old	or	145	cm	tall.Driving	under	the	influence	of	alcoholA	serious	offense	that	can	result	in	a	driving	suspension,	vehicle	impoundment,	or	arrest.	The	blood	alcohol	limit	is	0.08%.Right	turns	on	red	lightsNot	allowed	in
Montreal,	but	permitted	in	the	rest	of	Quebec	unless	prohibited	by	a	sign.U-turns	at	controlled	intersectionsNot	allowed	in	Alberta.Lane-splitting	and	lane	filteringIllegal	for	motorcycles.High	Occupancy	Vehicle	(HOV)	lanesFound	in	some	provinces,	restricted	to	cars	with	at	least	two	people.Toll	roadsNot	common,	but	some	exist,	such	as	the	407
Electronic	Toll	Road	(ETR)	in	Ontario.Driving	on	the	rightVehicles	drive	on	the	right	side	of	the	road.Driver's	licenseA	valid	license	from	a	driver's	home	country	or	an	International	Driving	License	is	required	for	foreigners.InsuranceForeigners	can	drive	with	proof	of	auto	insurance	from	their	home	country.Distracted	drivingNo	phones,	eating,	or
applying	makeup	while	driving.Speed	limits	and	unitsCanada	uses	the	metric	system,	so	speed	limits	are	posted	in	kilometres	per	hour	(kph)	rather	than	miles	per	hour.	Common	speed	limits	include	50	kph	(31	mph)	in	cities,	80	kph	(50	mph)	on	two-lane	highways,	and	100	kph	(62	mph)	on	most	highways.	The	minimum	speed	on	the	highway	is	60
kph	and	the	maximum	is	100	kph,	though	speeds	up	to	120	kph	are	generally	tolerated.	In	Calgary,	it	is	common	for	people	to	drive	at	120-130	kph	on	highways.In	Canada,	there	are	three	levels	of	government	that	make	traffic	laws:	federal,	provincial,	and	municipal.	While	the	basics	for	driving	in	Canada	remain	the	same	across	the	country,	there
are	some	differences	in	the	laws	and	rules	of	the	road	between	provinces	and	territories.	For	example,	in	Alberta,	you	cannot	make	a	U-turn	at	a	controlled	intersection,	and	lane-splitting	and	lane	filtering	on	a	motorcycle	are	illegal.	In	Montreal,	you	cannot	turn	right	on	a	red	light,	but	this	is	allowed	in	the	rest	of	Quebec	unless	prohibited	by	a	traffic
sign.In	terms	of	enforcement,	police	from	any	jurisdiction	are	allowed	to	enforce	traffic	laws.	While	federal	law	governs	criminal	matters	related	to	driving,	such	as	impaired	driving	and	dangerous	driving,	provincial	governments	are	in	charge	of	matters	relating	to	the	use	of	roads,	including	highway	maintenance,	driver	licensing,	and	vehicle
registration.	Municipal	governments	also	have	jurisdiction	over	highway	traffic	and	road	maintenance	within	their	areas,	and	they	create	traffic	rules	through	bylaws.Seatbelt	lawsDriving	laws	in	Canada	are	similar	to	those	in	the	United	States,	but	there	are	some	differences	in	the	laws	and	rules	of	the	road	between	the	two	countries.	While	federal
law	governs	criminal	matters	related	to	driving,	such	as	impaired	driving	and	dangerous	driving,	each	of	Canada's	ten	provinces	and	three	territories	has	its	own	set	of	regulations	for	drivers.	This	means	that	driving	laws	can	vary	from	province	to	province,	and	even	from	city	to	city.	For	example,	in	Alberta,	you	cannot	make	a	U-turn	at	a	controlled
intersection,	and	in	Montreal,	the	only	place	in	Canada	where	it	is	forbidden,	you	cannot	turn	right	at	a	red	light.When	it	comes	to	seatbelt	laws	in	Canada,	all	provinces	have	primary	enforcement	seat	belt	laws,	which	allow	police	officers	to	stop	and	ticket	a	driver	if	they	observe	a	violation.	In	Ontario,	for	example,	both	drivers	and	passengers	are
required	to	wear	seatbelts,	even	when	travelling	on	a	bus,	in	a	taxi,	or	a	rideshare	vehicle.	There	are	only	a	few	exceptions	to	this	rule,	such	as	for	people	engaged	in	work	that	requires	them	to	exit	and	re-enter	the	vehicle	frequently,	police	officers	transporting	someone	in	custody,	and	employees	of	Canada	Post	delivering	rural	mail.Drivers	are	also
legally	responsible	for	ensuring	that	any	children	in	the	car	are	safe.	In	Ontario,	children	must	be	safely	secured	in	an	appropriate	child	car	seat	until	they	are	nine	years	old	or	145	cm	tall.	In	other	parts	of	Canada,	the	age	limit	may	differ,	but	it	is	generally	required	that	children	under	12	sit	in	the	back	seat	of	vehicles,	away	from	active	airbags.	If	a
driver	is	convicted	of	transporting	a	child	under	16	who	is	not	wearing	a	seatbelt	or	using	the	appropriate	child	seat,	they	can	be	fined	between	$200	and	$1,000	and	receive	two	demerit	points,	which	remain	on	their	driving	record	for	two	years.Seatbelts	should	be	worn	so	that	they	cross	the	chest	and	lower	hips,	and	they	should	not	be	twisted,	as
this	reduces	their	effectiveness	in	a	crash.	It	is	also	important	to	note	that	airbags	do	not	replace	the	need	for	seatbelts,	as	they	do	not	prevent	occupants	from	being	thrown	out	of	the	car,	and	they	can	injure	children.Alcohol	and	drivingCanada	has	strict	laws	regarding	alcohol	and	driving.	It	is	a	criminal	offence	to	drive	with	a	blood	alcohol
concentration	(BAC)	of	0.08	percent	or	80	milligrams	of	alcohol	in	100	millilitres	of	blood.	This	is	a	higher	limit	than	many	other	countries,	which	often	set	the	limit	at	0.05.	The	penalties	for	driving	under	the	influence	of	alcohol	(DUI)	in	Canada	range	from	a	mandatory	minimum	fine	of	$1,000	for	a	first	offence	to	life	imprisonment,	depending	on	the
severity	of	the	offence.	The	mandatory	minimum	fine	is	higher	than	in	most	other	countries	and	has	been	increased	from	$600.	The	maximum	prison	term	for	a	summary	conviction	has	also	been	increased	from	six	to	18	months.Repeat	suspensions	can	result	in	licence	reinstatement	fees,	as	well	as	requirements	for	assessment	and	treatment.	Driving
prohibitions	of	one	to	three	years	are	imposed,	which	is	longer	than	in	other	jurisdictions	that	have	adopted	a	0.08	BAC.	Canadas	one-year	minimum	is	more	reflective	of	the	maximum	disqualification	period	in	other	countries.In	addition	to	the	offence	of	impaired	driving,	there	are	separate	offences	for	having	specified	prohibited	levels	of	alcohol	in
the	blood	within	two	hours	of	driving.	Police	officers	can	demand	a	preliminary	breath	sample	to	test	for	alcohol	without	reasonable	suspicion	that	the	driver	has	been	drinking.	This	can	only	be	done	after	the	person	has	been	lawfully	stopped.	Drivers	can	be	stopped	at	random	to	check	their	licence	validity,	vehicle	fitness,	and	sobriety.There	are	some
differences	in	the	laws	between	provinces.	For	example,	Montreal	is	the	only	place	in	Canada	that	does	not	permit	right-hand	turns	on	a	red	light.	However,	the	basic	rules	apply	across	Canada,	regardless	of	jurisdiction.Traffic	light	colours	and	meaningsDriving	laws	in	Canada	are	similar	to	those	in	the	United	States,	but	there	are	some	differences	in
the	laws	and	provincial	rules	of	the	road.	One	notable	difference	is	that,	in	Canada,	speed	limits	are	posted	in	metric	units	(kilometres	per	hour)	rather	than	miles	per	hour.Now,	here	is	a	detailed	explanation	of	the	traffic	light	colours	and	their	meanings	in	Canada:GreenA	solid	green	light	indicates	that	you	may	turn	left,	go	straight,	or	turn	right	after
yielding	to	vehicles	and	pedestrians	already	in	the	intersection.	When	turning	left	or	right,	you	must	give	the	right	of	way	to	pedestrians	crossing	the	intersection.	A	flashing	or	blinking	green	light	means	"reduce	speed	now",	attempting	to	stop	cars	from	passing	if	they	can	still	safely	do	so.	In	most	of	Canada,	a	flashing	green	light	is	also	an	advanced
green,	meaning	traffic	can	turn	left	across	oncoming	traffic	without	needing	to	yield.	However,	in	British	Columbia,	a	flashing	green	light	indicates	that	the	signal	is	controlled	by	pedestrians	and	occasionally	bikes.Yellow/AmberA	yellow	or	amber	light	is	a	signal	that	a	red	light	is	about	to	appear.	You	must	stop	if	you	can	do	so	safely;	otherwise,
proceed	with	caution.	After	the	yellow	light,	a	red	light	appears	for	left-turning	vehicles	only.	Traffic	going	straight	or	turning	right	will	then	face	a	green	light	or	green	arrows.RedA	red	light	indicates	that	you	must	stop.	Bring	your	vehicle	to	a	complete	stop	at	the	stop	line	if	marked	on	the	pavement.	If	there	is	no	stop	line,	stop	at	the	crosswalk,	and
if	there	is	no	crosswalk,	stop	at	the	edge	of	the	sidewalk	or	intersection.	A	flashing	red	light	means	you	can	move	through	the	intersection	when	it	is	safe	to	do	so.ArrowsGreen	arrows	are	used	in	conjunction	with	the	circular	green	light	to	indicate	that	oncoming	traffic	has	been	stopped,	and	it	is	safe	to	proceed	in	the	direction	of	the	arrow.	However,
you	should	always	check	for	oncoming	traffic	before	proceeding.	A	red	arrow	turns	off	simultaneously	with	the	main	red	light,	and	after	cross-traffic	has	passed,	the	arrows	on	both	sides	will	turn	green	until	one	side	runs	out	of	right-turn	traffic.Driving	licencesForeigners	can	drive	in	Canada	with	a	valid	driver's	licence	from	their	home	country	and
proof	of	auto	insurance.	A	driver's	licence	from	the	United	States	is	also	valid	in	Canada	for	a	short	period,	typically	up	to	90	days	in	some	provinces.	However,	it	is	illegal	for	anyone	to	drive	without	valid	insurance	in	Canada.It	is	important	to	note	that	licence	suspensions	and	revocations	are	generally	handled	by	the	territorial	and	provincial
government	departments	of	motor	vehicles.	However,	some	driving	offences,	such	as	dangerous	driving	and	impaired	driving,	are	considered	criminal	offences	under	Canada's	Criminal	Code	and	may	result	in	prison	sentences	for	repeat	offenders	or	those	causing	harm.Frequently	asked	questions	Yes,	traffic	laws	in	Canada	are	different	from	those	in
the	US	and	Europe.	While	the	basics	remain	the	same,	there	are	some	differences	in	the	laws	and	provincial	rules	of	the	road.	In	Canada,	speed	limits	are	posted	in	metric	units.	Common	limits	include	50	kilometres	per	hour	(31	miles	per	hour)	in	cities,	80	kph	(50	mph)	on	two-lane	highways,	and	100	kph	(62	mph)	on	most	highways.	Driving	under
the	influence	of	alcohol	(DUI)	is	a	serious	offence	in	Canada	and	can	result	in	a	driving	suspension,	vehicle	impoundment,	or	arrest.	Canada's	blood	alcohol	standards	are	very	strict,	with	a	criminal	offence	charge	for	driving	with	a	blood	alcohol	concentration	(BAC)	of	0.08	percent.	Yes,	one	notable	difference	is	that	in	Montreal,	right-hand	turns	on	a
red	light	are	not	allowed,	whereas	in	the	rest	of	Canada,	right	turns	on	red	are	permitted	unless	prohibited	by	a	sign.	Additionally,	in	Alberta,	you	cannot	make	a	U-turn	at	a	controlled	intersection.	**Please	review	the	disclaimer	at	the	end	of	this	document...	**Please	review	the	disclaimer	at	the	end	of	this	document...	An	online	community	for	driving
license	and	road	safety	education.	Take	a	free	practice	test	and	learn	about	traffic	rules	and	traffic	signs.	Up-to-date	traffic	rules.	Learn	the	traffic	signs.	Preparation	theory	exam.	Road	safety	videos.	Take	the	practice	tests.	Get	your	driving	license.	Traffic	lights	tell	drivers	and	pedestrians	what	they	must	do	at	intersections	and	along	roads.	They	tell
road	users	when	to	stop	and	go,	when	and	how	to	turn	and	when	to	drive	with	extra	caution.	Green	light	A	green	light	means	you	may	turn	left,	go	straight	or	turn	right	after	yielding	to	vehicles	and	pedestrians	already	in	the	intersection.	When	turning	left	or	right	you	must	yield	the	right-of-way	to	pedestrians	crossing	the	intersection.	Yellow	light	A
yellow	-	or	amber	-	light	means	the	red	light	is	about	to	appear.	You	must	stop	if	you	can	do	so	safely;	otherwise,	go	with	caution.	Red	light	A	red	light	means	you	must	stop.	Bring	your	vehicle	to	a	complete	stop	at	the	stop	line	if	it	is	marked	on	the	pavement.	If	there	is	no	stop	line,	stop	at	the	crosswalk,	marked	or	not.	If	there	is	no	crosswalk,	stop	at
the	edge	of	the	sidewalk.	If	there	is	no	sidewalk,	stop	at	the	edge	of	the	intersection.	Wait	until	the	light	changes	to	green	and	the	intersection	is	clear	before	moving	through	it.	Unless	a	sign	tells	you	not	to,	you	may	turn	right	on	a	red	light	only	after	coming	to	a	complete	stop	and	waiting	until	the	way	is	clear.	You	may	also	turn	left	on	a	red	light	if
you	are	moving	from	a	one-way	road	onto	a	one-way	road,	but	you	must	come	to	a	complete	stop	first	and	wait	until	the	way	is	clear.	Lights	and	arrows	to	help	turning	vehicles	Flashing	green	lights	and	green	arrows	direct	drivers	who	are	turning.	Advance	green	light	or	arrow	When	you	face	a	flashing	green	light	or	a	left-pointing	green	arrow	and	a
green	light,	you	may	turn	left,	go	straight	ahead	or	turn	right	from	the	proper	lane.	This	is	called	an	advanced	green	light	because	oncoming	traffic	still	faces	a	red	light.	Pedestrians	must	not	cross	on	a	flashing	green	light	unless	a	pedestrian	signal	tells	them	to.	Simultaneous	left	turn	When	a	left-turn	green	arrow	is	shown	with	a	red	light,	you	may
turn	left	from	the	left-turn	lane.	Vehicles	turning	left	from	the	opposite	direction	may	also	be	making	left	turns	because	they	too	face	a	left-turn	green	arrow.	After	the	left-turn	green	arrow,	a	yellow	arrow	may	appear.	This	means	the	green	light	is	about	to	appear	for	traffic	in	one	or	both	directions.	Do	not	start	your	left	turn.	Stop	if	you	can	do	so
safely;	otherwise,	complete	your	turn	with	caution.	You	can	still	turn	left	when	the	light	is	green,	but	only	when	the	way	is	clear	of	traffic	and	pedestrians.	If	the	light	turns	red	when	you	are	in	the	intersection,	complete	your	turn	when	it	is	safe.	Pedestrians	must	not	cross	on	a	left-turn	green	arrow	unless	a	pedestrian	signal	tells	them	to.	Transit
priority	signals	Traffic	and	pedestrians	must	yield	to	public	transit	vehicles	at	a	transit	priority	signal.	The	round	signal	is	on	top	of	a	regular	traffic	signal	and	shows	a	white	vertical	bar	on	a	dark	background.	This	allows	transit	vehicles	to	go	through,	turn	right	or	left,	while	all	conflicting	traffic	faces	a	red	light.	Fully	protected	left	turn	Some
intersections	have	separate	traffic	lights	for	left-turning	traffic	and	for	traffic	going	through	the	intersection	or	turning	right.	When	a	left-turn	green	arrow	appears	for	traffic	in	the	left-turn	lane,	traffic	going	straight	ahead	or	turning	right	will	usually	see	a	red	light.	You	may	turn	left	from	the	left-turn	lane	when	you	face	a	green	arrow.	Vehicles	from
the	opposite	direction	may	also	be	turning	left.	After	the	left-turn	green	arrow,	a	yellow	light	appears	for	left-turning	vehicles	only.	After	the	yellow	light,	a	red	light	appears	for	left-turning	vehicles	only.	Traffic	going	straight	ahead	or	turning	right	will	face	a	green	light	or	green	arrows	pointing	straight	ahead	and	to	the	right.	In	these	intersections,
you	may	not	begin	turning	left	after	the	green	light	appears	for	traffic	going	straight	ahead	or	turning	right.	If	the	light	turns	yellow	while	you	are	in	the	intersection,	complete	your	turn	with	caution.	Flashing	red	light	You	must	come	to	a	complete	stop	at	a	flashing	red	light.	Move	through	the	intersection	only	when	it	is	safe.	Flashing	yellow	light	A
flashing	yellow	light	means	you	should	drive	with	caution	when	approaching	and	moving	through	the	intersection.	Blank	traffic	lights	During	an	electrical	power	loss,	traffic	lights	at	intersections	will	not	work.	Yield	the	right-of-way	to	vehicles	in	the	intersection	and	to	vehicles	entering	the	intersection	from	your	right.	Go	cautiously	and	use	the
intersection	the	same	way	you	would	use	an	intersection	with	all-way	stop	signs.	Traffic	beacons	A	traffic	beacon	is	a	single	flashing	light	hung	over	an	intersection	or	placed	over	signs	or	on	obstacles	in	the	road.	Flashing	red	beacon	A	flashing	red	beacon	above	an	intersection	or	stop	sign	means	you	must	come	to	a	complete	stop.	Move	through	the
intersection	only	when	it	is	safe	to	do	so.	Flashing	yellow	beacon	A	flashing	yellow	beacon	above	an	intersection,	above	a	warning	sign	or	on	an	obstruction	in	the	road,	warns	you	to	drive	with	caution.	Summary	By	the	end	of	this	section	you	should	know:	The	different	colours	and	symbols	that	appear	on	traffic	lights	and	what	those	mean	How	to
navigate	turns	using	advanced	green	lights	and	arrows	How	to	proceed	when	approaching	flashing	amber	or	red	lights	What	to	do	in	situations	where	the	traffic	lights	are	not	operating	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any
purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If
you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material
in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Traffic	lights	tell	drivers	and	pedestrians
what	they	must	do	at	intersections	and	along	roads.	They	tell	road	users	when	to	stop	and	go,	when	and	how	to	turn	and	when	to	drive	with	extra	caution.	Green	light	A	green	light	means	you	may	turn	left,	go	straight	or	turn	right	after	yielding	to	vehicles	and	pedestrians	already	in	the	intersection.	When	turning	left	or	right	you	must	yield	the	right-
of-way	to	pedestrians	crossing	the	intersection.	Yellow	light	A	yellow	-	or	amber	-	light	means	the	red	light	is	about	to	appear.	You	must	stop	if	you	can	do	so	safely;	otherwise,	go	with	caution.	Red	light	A	red	light	means	you	must	stop.	Bring	your	vehicle	to	a	complete	stop	at	the	stop	line	if	it	is	marked	on	the	pavement.	If	there	is	no	stop	line,	stop	at
the	crosswalk,	marked	or	not.	If	there	is	no	crosswalk,	stop	at	the	edge	of	the	sidewalk.	If	there	is	no	sidewalk,	stop	at	the	edge	of	the	intersection.	Wait	until	the	light	changes	to	green	and	the	intersection	is	clear	before	moving	through	it.	Unless	a	sign	tells	you	not	to,	you	may	turn	right	on	a	red	light	only	after	coming	to	a	complete	stop	and	waiting
until	the	way	is	clear.	You	may	also	turn	left	on	a	red	light	if	you	are	moving	from	a	one-way	road	onto	a	one-way	road,	but	you	must	come	to	a	complete	stop	first	and	wait	until	the	way	is	clear.	Lights	and	arrows	to	help	turning	vehicles	Flashing	green	lights	and	green	arrows	direct	drivers	who	are	turning.	Advance	green	light	or	arrow	When	you
face	a	flashing	green	light	or	a	left-pointing	green	arrow	and	a	green	light,	you	may	turn	left,	go	straight	ahead	or	turn	right	from	the	proper	lane.	This	is	called	an	advanced	green	light	because	oncoming	traffic	still	faces	a	red	light.	Pedestrians	must	not	cross	on	a	flashing	green	light	unless	a	pedestrian	signal	tells	them	to.	Simultaneous	left	turn
When	a	left-turn	green	arrow	is	shown	with	a	red	light,	you	may	turn	left	from	the	left-turn	lane.	Vehicles	turning	left	from	the	opposite	direction	may	also	be	making	left	turns	because	they	too	face	a	left-turn	green	arrow.	After	the	left-turn	green	arrow,	a	yellow	arrow	may	appear.	This	means	the	green	light	is	about	to	appear	for	traffic	in	one	or
both	directions.	Do	not	start	your	left	turn.	Stop	if	you	can	do	so	safely;	otherwise,	complete	your	turn	with	caution.	You	can	still	turn	left	when	the	light	is	green,	but	only	when	the	way	is	clear	of	traffic	and	pedestrians.	If	the	light	turns	red	when	you	are	in	the	intersection,	complete	your	turn	when	it	is	safe.	Pedestrians	must	not	cross	on	a	left-turn
green	arrow	unless	a	pedestrian	signal	tells	them	to.	Transit	priority	signals	Traffic	and	pedestrians	must	yield	to	public	transit	vehicles	at	a	transit	priority	signal.	The	round	signal	is	on	top	of	a	regular	traffic	signal	and	shows	a	white	vertical	bar	on	a	dark	background.	This	allows	transit	vehicles	to	go	through,	turn	right	or	left,	while	all	conflicting
traffic	faces	a	red	light.	Fully	protected	left	turn	Some	intersections	have	separate	traffic	lights	for	left-turning	traffic	and	for	traffic	going	through	the	intersection	or	turning	right.	When	a	left-turn	green	arrow	appears	for	traffic	in	the	left-turn	lane,	traffic	going	straight	ahead	or	turning	right	will	usually	see	a	red	light.	You	may	turn	left	from	the
left-turn	lane	when	you	face	a	green	arrow.	Vehicles	from	the	opposite	direction	may	also	be	turning	left.	After	the	left-turn	green	arrow,	a	yellow	light	appears	for	left-turning	vehicles	only.	After	the	yellow	light,	a	red	light	appears	for	left-turning	vehicles	only.	Traffic	going	straight	ahead	or	turning	right	will	face	a	green	light	or	green	arrows
pointing	straight	ahead	and	to	the	right.	In	these	intersections,	you	may	not	begin	turning	left	after	the	green	light	appears	for	traffic	going	straight	ahead	or	turning	right.	If	the	light	turns	yellow	while	you	are	in	the	intersection,	complete	your	turn	with	caution.	Flashing	red	light	You	must	come	to	a	complete	stop	at	a	flashing	red	light.	Move
through	the	intersection	only	when	it	is	safe.	Flashing	yellow	light	A	flashing	yellow	light	means	you	should	drive	with	caution	when	approaching	and	moving	through	the	intersection.	Blank	traffic	lights	During	an	electrical	power	loss,	traffic	lights	at	intersections	will	not	work.	Yield	the	right-of-way	to	vehicles	in	the	intersection	and	to	vehicles
entering	the	intersection	from	your	right.	Go	cautiously	and	use	the	intersection	the	same	way	you	would	use	an	intersection	with	all-way	stop	signs.	Traffic	beacons	A	traffic	beacon	is	a	single	flashing	light	hung	over	an	intersection	or	placed	over	signs	or	on	obstacles	in	the	road.	Flashing	red	beacon	A	flashing	red	beacon	above	an	intersection	or
stop	sign	means	you	must	come	to	a	complete	stop.	Move	through	the	intersection	only	when	it	is	safe	to	do	so.	Flashing	yellow	beacon	A	flashing	yellow	beacon	above	an	intersection,	above	a	warning	sign	or	on	an	obstruction	in	the	road,	warns	you	to	drive	with	caution.	Summary	By	the	end	of	this	section	you	should	know:	The	different	colours	and
symbols	that	appear	on	traffic	lights	and	what	those	mean	How	to	navigate	turns	using	advanced	green	lights	and	arrows	How	to	proceed	when	approaching	flashing	amber	or	red	lights	What	to	do	in	situations	where	the	traffic	lights	are	not	operating	Update	16.	April	2025	In	general,	driving	in	Canada	is	more	relaxed,	slower	and	less	hectic.	It	is
also	more	considerate	of	pedestrians	than	in	Europe.	The	traffic	regulations	are	essentially	the	same	as	in	Europe.	It	is	driven	on	the	right	and	all	distances	are	given	in	kilometres.	In	some	provinces	(e.g.	Ontario)	it	is	allowed	to	turn	right	even	at	red	lights,	as	long	as	the	road	is	clear.	This	is	not	an	obligation,	but	an	option.	If	drivers	in	front	of	you
prefer	not	to	turn	right	at	red	lights,	this	is	perfectly	fine.	Never	bother	them	with	honking	or	gesturing.	Fastening	your	seat	belt	is	mandatory.	Alcohol	may	not	be	transported	in	the	passenger	compartment	and	must	be	stowed	in	the	trunk.	Driving	a	car	under	the	influence	of	alcohol	in	Canada	is	generally	illegal.	Beetle	parade	in	TorontoCovered
Bridge	in	QuebecIt	is	not	usual	to	change	lanes	frequently,	although	overtaking	on	the	right	is	permitted.	Every	lane	change	must	be	clearly	indicated.	Overtaking	is	generally	prohibited	at	unclear	points,	crossings,	level	crossings,	bends	and	hilltops.	In	urban	areas	there	are	often	extra	lanes	for	buses	on	the	highways.	Vehicles	with	more	than	one	or
two	people	may	sometimes	use	these	lanes.	This	will	be	clearly	indicated	by	signs.	On	the	highways	the	maximum	speed	is	usually	100	km/h.	The	claimed	toleration	of	speeds	up	to	120	km/h	should	be	considered	with	extreme	caution.	On	country	roads	the	maximum	speed	is	80	km/h	and	in	towns	50	km/h,	and	they	are	often	checked.	Other
regulations	are	indicated	by	signs.	price	lists	for	speeding	violations	are	often	shown	on	large	signs	at	the	roadside.	ATTENTION:	oncoming	police	vehicles	also	measure	speeds.	There	are	also	more	and	more	civilian	police	vehicles	on	the	road.All	speed	limits	are	clearly	marked.	In	the	area	of	traffic	lights,	as	well	as	15	m	in	front	of	and	behind	level
crossings	and	in	front	of	hydrants,	there	is	an	absolute	stopping	ban.	School	buses	with	red	flashing	warning	lights	may	not	be	driven	past	in	any	direction.	Do	not	make	any	attempt	to	do	so,	as	you	will	be	in	big	trouble.	On	multi-lane	motorways,	the	right-hand	lane	is	often,	and	sometimes	quite	abruptly,	designated	as	the	right-turning	lane.	On	two-
lane	highways,	passing	lanes	are	installed	at	irregular	intervals.	Be	very	alert	here:	these	passing	lanes	are	sometimes	marked	quite	abruptly	as	left-turn	lanes.	Traffic	lights	are	always	placed	after	the	crossing.	If	not	otherwise	signposted	or	at	junctions	with	stop	signs,	at	intersections	first	come,	first	served	applies,	in	contrast	to	the	European	well-
known	right	of	way.	At	stop	signs	with	the	addition	4	way	this	also	applies	but	the	vehicle	must	first	be	stopped	completely.	Telephoning	at	the	wheel	is	prohibited.	On	parking	lots	one	is	very	considerate	towards	pedestrians.	Not	like	in	Europe	(except	Netherlands	;-),	where	car	drivers	are	constantly	living	in	fear	of	losing	fractions	of	seconds	and
warming	up	their	tyres.	Politeness	and	consideration	are	absolutely	the	daily	commandment.School	BusesRush	hour	in	Toronto	In	Canada,	police	persecutions	take	place	in	the	same	way	as	they	are	known	from	movies.	The	police	car	turns	on	its	rotating	red-blue	lights	and	gets	behind	you.	The	short	sound	of	the	signal	indicates	clearly	who	is	meant.
After	stopping,	the	police	remain	behind	the	stopped	vehicle.	Should	you	be	stopped	by	the	police	despite	all	caution,	please	note	the	following:	Canadian	police	officers	often	operate	alone.	For	this	reason,	they	proceed	to	stopped	vehicles	with	extreme	caution	and	preparedness.	DO	NOT	GET	OUT	OF	YOUR	VEHICLE.	Turn	off	the	engine	and	place
your	hands	on	the	steering	wheel.	Do	not	search	for	papers	etc.	until	the	police	officer	is	with	you.	It	could	be	misunderstood	as	grabbing	a	weapon.	Wait	until	the	police	officer	approaches	you	and	give	friendly	and	clear	answers	to	all	questions.	For	members	of	European	automobile	clubs,	the	CAA	(Canada	Automobile	Association)	provides
information	and	map	material	free	of	charge.	Offices	of	the	CAA	can	be	found	in	all	major	cities.	The	visitors	national	driving	licence	is	accepted	in	most	provinces	for	90	days.	It	is	questionable	whether	it	is	advisable	to	have	an	international	drivers	license	issued	in	the	home	town.	In	my	opinion	you	can	save	yourself	the	costs.	So	far,	in	25	years,	no
one	has	asked	me	about	it.	Neither	the	police	nor	car	rental	agents.	Check	with	your	local	authorities.	For	the	most	part,	driving	in	Canada	is	very	similar	to	driving	in	the	United	States,	but	there	are	some	slight	differences	in	the	laws	and	provincial	rules	of	the	road	between	the	countries.	In	particular,	speed	is	measured	in	kilometers	(not	miles)	per
hour	in	Canada,	and	right-hand	turns	are	not	allowed	on	red	lights	in	Montreal	(however,	you	can	turn	right	on	red	in	the	rest	of	Quebec).	If	you	plan	on	driving	to	Canada	or	renting	a	car	when	you're	there,	educate	yourself	on	some	of	the	basic	rules	of	the	road	before	you	drive	over	the	border	from	the	United	States.	TripSavvy.	If	you're	coming	from
the	U.S.,	you	should	find	driving	in	Canada	easy.	You	can	drive	in	Canada	as	a	foreigner	with	a	valid	license	from	your	home	country	and	proof	of	auto	insurance.	A	driver's	license	and	insurance	from	the	United	States	are	also	valid	in	Canada	for	a	short	while	(up	to	90	days	in	some	provinces).	Visitors	from	other	countries	are	advised	to	get	an
International	Driving	Permit	(IDP)	and	will	need	to	purchase	insurance	to	rent	a	car.	Checklist	for	Driving	in	Canada	Driver's	license	(required)Proof	of	auto	insurance	(required)	Individual	driving	laws	can	vary	by	province	or	territory	in	Canada	but,	for	the	most	part,	the	basics	for	driving	in	Canada	remain	the	same	regardless	of	regionand	are	often
quite	similar	to	driving	in	America,	such	as	driving	on	the	right	side	of	the	road.	However,	there	are	some	major	differences	between	the	rules	of	the	road	in	the	United	States	and	Canada.Speed	limits:	In	Canada,speed	limitsare	posted	in	metric	units.	Common	limits	include	50	kilometers	per	hour	(31	miles	per	hour)	in	cities,	80	kph	(50	mph)	on	two-
lane	highways,	and	100	kph	(62	mph)	on	most	highways.Road	signs:	Depending	on	what	province	you're	in,	road	signs	will	be	in	English,	French,	or	both;	for	instance,	in	Quebec,	some	signs	may	only	be	in	French.Seatbelts:	Everyone	in	the	car	is	required	to	wear	a	seatbelt,	regardless	of	age,	and	car	seats	are	required	for	children	until	they	are	nine
years	old	or	145	cm	tall.Smoking:	Many	provinces,	including	British	Columbia,	Newfoundland	and	Labrador,	Manitoba,	Ontario,	New	Brunswick,	Prince	Edward	Island,	Saskatchewan,	and	Yukon	Territory,	have	banned	smoking	in	cars	where	minors	are	present.Cell	phone	use:	Cellular	devices	must	be	used	"hands-free"	when	driving.Carpool/HOV
Lanes:	Some	provinces	have	introducedHOV	(High	Occupancy	Vehicle)	lanesin	dense	urban	areas	with	heavy	traffic.	These	lanes	are	restricted	to	cars	with	at	least	two	people	and	may	be	marked	with	diamonds	or	otherwise.Toll	roads:	Toll	roads	do	not	play	a	significant	role	on	Canadian	roads.	Drivers	pay	tolls	on	some	bridges	crossing	into	the	U.S.,
and	there	is	one	in	Nova	Scotia.	In	Ontario,	407	Electronic	Toll	Road	(ETR)	alleviates	the	heavy	congestion	on	major	corridors	between	Toronto	and	outlying	areas,	especially	Hamilton.	Toll	booths	have	been	replaced	by	an	automatic	system	where	a	photo	of	your	license	plate	is	taken	as	you	merge	onto	the	407.	A	bill	reflecting	the	distance	traveled
on	the	407	is	sent	to	you	later,	or	applied	to	your	car	rental	bill.Alcohol:	Driving	under	the	influence	of	alcohol	(DUI)	is	a	serious	offense	in	Canada	and	can	result	in	a	driving	suspension,	vehicle	impounding,	or	arrest.	Canada's	blood	alcohol	standards	are	very	strict.	It	is	a	criminal	offense	todrivewith	a	bloodalcoholconcentration	(BAC)	of	0.08
percent.	Those	registering	a	lower	BAC	are	charged	under	provincial	and	territorialtrafficacts.	Refrain	from	drinking	and	driving	and	opt	for	a	taxi	or	public	transportation.Right	turn	on	red:	Montreal	is	the	only	place	in	Canada	that	does	not	permit	right-hand	turns	on	a	red	light.	The	rest	of	Quebec	allows	right	turns	on	red,	unless	prohibited	by	a
traffic	sign.In	case	of	an	emergency:	The	Canadian	Automobile	Association	offers	roadside	assistance	in	case	of	a	breakdown	while	driving	in	Canada.	Don't	underestimate	how	challenging	driving	a	car	during	the	Canadian	winter	can	be.	Heavy	snow,	black	ice,	and	white-out	conditions	wreak	havoc	on	even	the	most	experienced	drivers.	Check
weather	conditions	for	your	destination	in	Canada	before	traveling	and	decide	if	winter	driving	is	something	you're	ready	to	undertake.	If	it	is,	be	sure	to	have	a	charged	cell	phone	with	emergency	numbers	programmed	in,	and	pack	a	kit	including	things	like	a	blanket,	ice	scraper,	flashlight,	and	sand	or	kitty	litter	for	traction.	In	some	cases,	like
driving	through	mountains,	snow	or	tire	chains	may	be	necessary	for	maximum	traction.	When	driving	from	coast	to	coast	in	Canada,	you	may	be	taking	the	Trans-Canada	Highway,a	transcontinental	federal-provincialhighwaysystem	that	travels	through	all	10	provinces	ofCanada.	The	Trans-Canada	Highwaytravels	for	4,860	miles	(7,821	kilometers)
between	Victoria,	British	Columbia,	and	St.	John's,	Newfoundland.	Travelers	intent	on	driving	as	quickly	as	possible	can	complete	the	journey	across	Canada	in	approximately	a	week,	but	there	is	much	to	see	and	do	along	the	Trans-Canada	Highway.	The	Yellowhead	Highway	travels	across	Canada	farther	to	the	northfrom	Graham	Island	off	the	coast
of	British	Columbia	via	Saskatoon	and	Edmonton	to	Winnipegand	is	1,777miles	long	(2,860	km).	Thanks	for	your	feedback!	You	can	often	predict	the	appearance	of	an	amber	(yellow)	light	by	taking	note	of	how	long	the	light	has	been	green	and	by	watching	for	the	dont	walk	light,	especially	if	it	is	flashing.When	approaching	an	amber	(yellow)	light	at
an	intersection,	you	must	stop	before	entering	the	crosswalk.	If	you	have	already	entered,	or	cannot	stop	safely,	proceed	with	caution.When	approaching	a	red	light,	you	must	stop	and	remain	stopped	until	the	light	changes.	If	you	are	making	a	right	turn	at	an	intersection,	you	may	make	the	turn,	but	only	after	stopping	and	yielding	the	right	of	way	to
pedestrians	and	to	any	vehicles	travelling	through	the	intersection.This	also	applies	to	making	a	left	turn	at	the	intersection	of	two	one-way	streets.	Some	intersections	may	have	a	sign	prohibiting	turns	on	red	lights.	You	may	not	make	a	U-turn	at	any	intersection	where	there	are	traffic	lights	unless	there	is	a	sign	to	indicate	U-turns	are
permitted.When	approaching	a	red	light	and	a	light	with	a	solid	green	arrow,	you	may	proceed	in	the	direction	of	the	arrow	only	after	yielding	the	right	of	way	to	any	other	vehicles	and	pedestrians.When	approaching	a	red	or	green	light	and	a	flashing	green	(left	turn)	arrow,	you	may	proceed	in	the	direction	of	the	green	arrow.After	the	left	turn
arrow,	an	amber	(yellow)	arrow	may	appear.	This	means	the	green	light	is	about	to	appear	for	traffic	in	both	directions.When	approaching	a	flashing	amber	(yellow)	light,	you	must	proceed	with	caution.	Alternating	flashing	amber	(yellow)	lights	may	warn	you	that	traffic	lights	ahead	are	red	or	about	to	turn	red.When	approaching	an	amber	(yellow)
light,	you	must	yield	the	right	of	way	to	any	pedestrians	in	the	crosswalk	or	pedestrian	corridor.When	approaching	a	flashing	redlight	you	must	stop,	but	you	maythen	proceed	when	it	is	safe.Pedestrians	may	not	cross	anintersection	when	they	are	facinga	red	light,	an	amber	(yellow)	lightor	a	dont	walk	light	or	symbol.A	flashing	dont	walk
meanspedestrians	should	finish	crossingthe	street	if	they	have	alreadystarted.	Some	signals	have	acountdown	showing	how	manyseconds	remain	before	it	is	unsafe.	
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