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Hydraulics	is	a	fascinating	field	that	plays	a	vital	role	in	numerous	industries,	from	construction	and	manufacturing	to	aerospace	and	automotive.	If	youve	ever	wondered	how	heavy	machinery	operates	or	how	brakes	work	in	your	car,	chances	are	hydraulics	are	at	play.	In	this	beginners	guide,	we	will	delve	into	the	world	of	hydraulics,	explaining	the
fundamental	concepts,	components,	and	applications	of	hydraulic	systems.Hydraulic	SystemsHydraulic	systems	are	power	transmission	systems	that	use	fluid	to	generate,	control,	and	transmit	force.	They	rely	on	the	principle	of	Pascals	law,	which	states	that	when	pressure	is	applied	to	a	confined	fluid,	it	is	transmitted	equally	in	all	directions.
Hydraulic	systems	consist	of	essential	components	such	as	pumps,	cylinders,	valves,	and	fluid	reservoirs.When	it	comes	to	hydraulic	systems,	understanding	the	fundamental	principles	and	components	is	key.	In	this	article,	well	explore	the	basics	of	hydraulic	systems,	focusing	on	their	functionality,	the	incompressibility	of	liquids,	force	multiplication,
and	essential	components	such	as	reservoirs	and	hydraulic	fluids.	Lets	dive	in!In	hydraulic	systems,	the	incompressibility	of	liquids	is	crucial.	Unlike	solids,	liquids	do	not	compress	or	squish	when	pressure	is	applied.	This	principle	forms	the	foundation	of	hydraulic	systems,	allowing	for	the	transmission	of	force	and	the	generation	of	power.	Well
explore	how	this	incompressibility	is	utilized	to	achieve	remarkable	results.The	ability	to	multiply	force	is	one	of	the	key	advantages	of	hydraulic	systems.	Well	delve	into	how	a	simple	system	with	a	weighted	piston	can	compress	liquid,	forcing	it	through	a	narrower	pipe	and	generating	high-speed	movement.	This	force	multiplication	enables	hydraulic
systems	to	power	complex	devices	and	move	heavy	objects	efficiently.Blaise	Pascals	contributions	to	hydraulics	in	the	17th	century	laid	the	groundwork	for	its	understanding.	Well	explore	Pascals	Principle,	which	states	that	any	pressure	applied	to	a	confined	fluid	transmits	equally	in	all	directions.	This	principle	is	the	basis	for	the	multiplication	of
force	and	its	transmission	through	hydraulic	systems.Hydraulic	systems	often	involve	trade-offs	between	force	and	speed.	Well	examine	how	adjusting	the	speed	and	force	applied	to	one	end	of	the	system	affects	the	results	at	the	other	end.	Understanding	these	trade-offs	is	crucial	in	optimizing	hydraulic	systems	for	specific	applications.To	control
and	regulate	hydraulic	systems,	several	components	play	vital	roles.	Well	focus	on	two	essential	components:Reservoir:	The	reservoir	holds	the	hydraulic	fluid,	provides	cooling,	and	allows	trapped	air	to	escape.	Well	explore	the	significance	of	reservoirs	in	maintaining	system	efficiency	and	functionality.	Hydraulic	Fluid:	Hydraulic	systems	rely	on
specialized	fluids	with	specific	properties.	Well	discuss	the	types	of	hydraulic	fluids,	their	characteristics,	and	their	importance	in	lubrication,	heat	resistance,	and	viscosity	control.Hydraulic	systems	offer	versatility	in	their	applications.	From	small-scale	machinery	to	heavy	industrial	equipment,	well	highlight	the	wide	range	of	applications	where
hydraulics	excel.	Well	explore	how	hydraulic	systems	power	cylinders,	pumps,	presses,	lifts,	motors,	and	even	automotive	components	like	brakes.hydraulic	systems	projectsUnderstanding	the	working	principles	of	hydraulic	systems	is	crucial	to	grasp	how	they	convert	fluid	power	into	mechanical	power.	We	will	explain	how	hydraulic	pumps	generate
pressure,	how	valves	control	the	flow	of	fluid,	and	how	cylinders	convert	hydraulic	energy	into	linear	motion.	With	clear	illustrations	and	practical	examples,	youll	gain	a	solid	understanding	of	these	principles.hydraulic	systems	componentWe	will	take	an	in-depth	look	at	the	key	components	of	hydraulic	systems,	including	pumps,	cylinders,	valves,
and	fluid	reservoirs.	Each	component	has	a	specific	role	and	contributes	to	the	overall	functioning	of	the	system.	Well	explore	different	types	of	pumps,	such	as	gear	pumps	and	piston	pumps,	and	discuss	the	various	types	of	valves	used	in	hydraulic	systems.hydraulic	hose	applicationHydraulic	systems	find	applications	in	a	wide	range	of	industries.
We	will	explore	some	common	applications,	such	as	hydraulic	excavators,	hydraulic	presses,	hydraulic	brakes,	and	hydraulic	lifts.	Understanding	these	practical	applications	will	help	you	see	how	hydraulic	systems	are	used	to	perform	heavy	lifting,	precise	control,	and	power	transmission	in	various	contexts.Like	any	mechanical	system,	hydraulic
systems	require	proper	maintenance	to	ensure	optimal	performance	and	longevity.	We	will	provide	essential	tips	for	maintaining	hydraulic	systems,	including	fluid	checks,	filter	replacements,	and	seal	inspections.	Additionally,	we	will	discuss	common	issues	and	troubleshooting	techniques	to	help	you	identify	and	rectify	problems	in	hydraulic
systems.The	field	of	hydraulics	is	constantly	evolving,	with	advancements	in	technology	driving	innovation.	We	will	touch	upon	some	exciting	developments	in	hydraulic	systems,	such	as	electro-hydraulic	systems,	smart	hydraulic	systems,	and	energy-efficient	designs.	By	exploring	these	advancements,	youll	gain	insight	into	the	future	of	hydraulic
technology.Hydraulics	is	a	powerful	and	versatile	technology	that	plays	a	crucial	role	in	many	industries.	By	understanding	the	fundamental	concepts,	components,	and	applications	of	hydraulic	systems,	you	can	appreciate	their	significance	and	potential.	Whether	youre	a	student,	an	aspiring	engineer,	or	simply	curious	about	the	workings	of
hydraulic	systems,	this	beginners	guide	has	provided	you	with	a	solid	foundation	to	explore	the	world	of	hydraulics	further.	Welcome	to	our	comprehensive	guide	on	hydraulics!	If	hydraulics	seem	complex,	dont	worry.	Were	here	to	make	it	simple,	whether	youre	a	pro	or	just	starting	out.	Lets	dive	into	the	world	of	hydraulics,	exploring	how	it	works
and	its	essential	components.	Hydraulics	use	liquids,	mainly	oils,	to	push	and	move	objects.	This	method	taps	into	the	unique	properties	of	liquids	to	power	everything	from	gigantic	machines	to	basic	tools.	Its	a	way	of	transferring	energy	through	fluid.	At	the	heart	of	hydraulics	is	Pascals	Law.	It	states	that	pressure	applied	to	a	confined	liquid	is
transmitted	equally	throughout	the	liquid.	This	means	a	small	force	applied	in	one	area	can	create	a	much	larger	force	in	another,	connected	by	the	fluid.	Its	like	pressing	a	small	syringe	and	seeing	a	bigger	one	move.	Reservoir:	This	is	the	fluids	starting	point,	storing	the	hydraulic	oil.	Pump:	The	pump	draws	fluid	from	the	reservoir	and	sends	it	under
pressure	through	the	system.	Valves:	Valves	are	like	traffic	controllers	for	the	fluid,	directing	its	flow	and	pressure.	Actuators:	These	are	the	movers.	Cylinders	create	straight	movement,	and	motors	create	rotation.	They	convert	hydraulic	energy	into	mechanical	work.	Hydraulic	Fluid:	This	is	usually	oil.	Its	the	medium	that	carries	the	force	and	also
helps	in	lubricating	and	cooling	the	system.	Pipes	and	Hoses:	These	are	the	fluids	pathways,	connecting	different	parts	of	the	system.	Imagine	using	a	car	jack.	You	push	its	handle,	and	the	pump	moves	oil	into	a	cylinder.	The	oil	applies	pressure	to	a	piston,	which	then	lifts	the	car.	Your	small	effort	results	in	a	significant	lift.	This	is	hydraulics	in
action,	multiplying	your	force.	Hydraulic	systems	are	more	common	than	you	might	think.	Theyre	crucial	in	construction	equipment	like	excavators	and	bulldozers.	In	factories,	hydraulic	machinery	helps	in	manufacturing.	Aircraft	use	hydraulics	for	control	systems,	and	even	your	car	relies	on	hydraulics	for	braking.	Power	Density:	Hydraulics	are
capable	of	generating	significant	power	in	a	compact	space.	This	is	because	liquids,	unlike	gases,	are	hardly	compressible	and	can	transmit	force	efficiently.	Precision	Control:	Hydraulic	systems	offer	excellent	control	over	speed,	force,	and	torque.	This	makes	them	ideal	for	applications	requiring	meticulous	movements.	Reliability	and	Durability:
When	maintained	properly,	hydraulic	systems	are	incredibly	reliable	and	can	last	for	years.	Their	robustness	makes	them	suitable	for	heavy-duty	tasks.	Keeping	a	hydraulic	system	in	top	shape	is	key	to	its	performance	and	longevity.	Regular	maintenance	involves:	Leak	Checks:	Since	hydraulics	rely	on	fluid	pressure,	leaks	can	significantly	impact
performance.	Regular	checks	help	identify	and	fix	leaks	promptly.	Fluid	Levels	and	Quality:	Maintaining	the	right	level	and	quality	of	hydraulic	fluid	is	essential.	Over	time,	fluid	can	degrade	or	become	contaminated,	affecting	the	systems	efficiency.	Filter	Changes:	Filters	keep	the	hydraulic	fluid	clean.	Regularly	changing	or	cleaning	filters	is	crucial
to	prevent	clogs	and	maintain	fluid	cleanliness.	Hydraulic	systems	operate	under	high	pressure.	This	makes	safety	a	top	priority.	Proper	handling,	regular	checks,	and	adhering	to	safety	guidelines	ensure	safe	operation.	Always	be	aware	of	the	risks	and	follow	the	manufacturers	instructions.	The	field	of	hydraulics	is	continuously	evolving.	Today,
advancements	include	more	efficient	pumps,	smarter	control	systems,	and	integration	with	digital	technologies	for	better	monitoring	and	control.	Learning	to	troubleshoot	common	hydraulic	issues	like	pressure	drops,	overheating,	or	slow	operation	can	save	time	and	resources.	Often,	these	issues	stem	from	simple	problems	like	leaks,	clogs,	or	worn
components.	At	Summit,	we	understand	that	troubleshooting	hydraulic	systems	can	be	complex.	Our	experienced	team	is	always	ready	to	assist	you	with	any	issues	you	might	face	with	our	products.	Contact	us	at	602-806-7173,	or	email	us	at	contact@summit-hydraulics.com.	Were	committed	to	ensuring	your	Summit	Hydraulics	hydraulic	components
operate	efficiently	and	reliably.	Hydraulics	is	a	fascinating	and	essential	field,	powering	numerous	applications	in	our	world.	From	heavy	machinery	to	the	brakes	in	your	car,	hydraulics	offers	a	blend	of	power,	precision,	and	reliability.	At	Summit	Hydraulics,	we	are	dedicated	to	providing	top-notch	hydraulic	solutions	and	expertise.	Whether	its
construction,	manufacturing,	or	any	other	application,	hydraulics	is	key	to	powerful	and	efficient	performance.	Please	refer	to	our	blogs	section	for	more	information	on	hydraulics	and	our	products.	With	a	variety	of	applications,	hydraulic	systems	are	used	in	all	kinds	of	large	and	small	industrial	settings,	as	well	as	buildings,	construction	equipment,
and	vehicles.	Paper	mills,	logging,	manufacturing,	robotics,	and	steel	processing	are	leading	users	of	hydraulic	equipment.As	an	efficient	and	cost-effective	way	to	create	movement	or	repetition,	hydraulic	system-based	equipment	is	hard	to	top.	Its	likely	your	company	has	hydraulics	in	use	in	one	or	more	applications	for	these	reasons.Well	provide
more	information	about	hydraulic	systems	in	this	article,	including	covering	the	definition	and	basic	designs	and	components.	The	purpose	of	a	specific	hydraulic	system	may	vary,	but	all	hydraulic	systems	work	through	the	same	basic	concept.	Defined	simply,	hydraulic	systems	function	and	perform	tasks	through	using	a	fluid	that	is	pressurized.
Another	way	to	put	this	is	the	pressurized	fluid	makes	things	work.The	power	of	liquid	fuel	in	hydraulics	is	significant	and	as	a	result,	hydraulic	are	commonly	used	in	heavy	equipment.	In	a	hydraulic	system,	pressure,	applied	to	a	contained	fluid	at	any	point,	is	transmitted	undiminished.	That	pressurized	fluid	acts	upon	every	part	of	the	section	of	a
containing	vessel	and	creates	force	or	power.	Due	to	the	use	of	this	force,	and	depending	on	how	its	applied,	operators	can	lift	heavy	loads,	and	precise	repetitive	tasks	can	be	easily	done.This	online	hydraulics	systems	training	course	illustrates	this	point.Marvelously	versatile,	hydraulic	systems	are	dynamic,	yet	relatively	straightforward	in	how	they
work.Lets	look	at	some	applications	and	a	few	basic	components	found	in	hydraulic	systems.	This	short	sample	from	our	online	hydraulic	systems	and	components	course	sets	the	scene	nicely.Hydraulic	CircuitsTransporting	liquid	through	a	set	of	interconnected	discrete	components,	a	hydraulic	circuit	is	a	system	that	can	control	where	fluid	flows
(such	as	thermodynamic	systems),	as	well	as	control	fluid	pressure	(such	as	hydraulic	amplifiers).The	system	of	a	hydraulic	circuit	works	similar	to	electric	circuit	theory,	using	linear	and	discrete	elements.	Hydraulic	circuits	are	often	applied	in	chemical	processing	(flow	systems).Hydraulic	PumpsMechanical	power	is	converted	into	hydraulic	energy
using	the	flow	and	pressure	of	a	hydraulic	pump.	Hydraulic	pumps	operate	by	creating	a	vacuum	at	a	pump	inlet,	forcing	liquid	from	a	reservoir	into	an	inlet	line,	and	to	the	pump.	Mechanical	action	sends	the	liquid	to	the	pump	outlet,	and	as	it	does,	forces	it	into	the	hydraulic	system.This	is	an	example	of	Pascals	Law,	which	is	foundational	to	the
principle	of	hydraulics.	According	to	Pascals	Law,	A	pressure	change	occurring	anywhere	in	a	confined	incompressible	fluid	is	transmitted	throughout	the	fluid	such	that	the	same	change	occurs	everywhere.Hydraulic	MotorsThe	conversion	of	hydraulic	pressure	and	flow	into	torque	(or	a	twisting	force)	and	then	rotation	is	the	function	of	a	hydraulic
motor,	which	is	a	mechanical	actuator.The	use	of	these	is	quite	adaptable.	Along	with	hydraulic	cylinders	and	hydraulic	pumps,	hydraulic	motors	can	be	united	in	a	hydraulic	drive	system.	Combined	with	hydraulic	pumps,	the	hydraulic	motors	can	create	hydraulic	transmissions.	While	some	hydraulic	motors	run	on	water,	the	majority	in	todays
business	operations	are	powered	by	hydraulic	fluid,	as	the	ones	in	your	business	likely	are.Hydraulic	CylindersA	hydraulic	cylinder	is	a	mechanism	that	converts	energy	stored	in	the	hydraulic	fluid	into	a	force	used	to	move	the	cylinder	in	a	linear	direction.	It	too	has	many	applications	and	can	be	either	single	acting	or	double	acting.	As	part	of	the
complete	hydraulic	system,	the	cylinders	initiate	the	pressure	of	the	fluid,	the	flow	of	which	is	regulated	by	a	hydraulic	motor.Hydraulic	Energy	and	SafetyHydraulics	present	a	set	of	hazards	to	be	aware	of,	and	for	that	reason	safety	training	is	required.For	example,	this	short	sample	from	our	online	hydraulic	safety	training	course	explains	some	of
the	ways	the	fluids	in	a	hydraulic	system	can	be	hazardous.Remember,	the	purpose	of	hydraulic	systems	is	to	create	motion	or	force.	Its	a	power	source,	generating	energy.Dont	underestimate	hydraulic	energy	in	your	safety	program.	It	is	small	but	mighty	in	force.	And	like	any	force,	it	can	do	great	good	or	great	harm.In	the	workplace,	that	translates
to	a	potential	hazard	source,	especially	if	uncontrolled.	Hydraulic	energy	is	subject	to	OSHAs	Lockout/Tagout	rules,	along	with	electrical	energy	and	other	similar	hazard	sources.	Be	sure	to	train	workers	about	the	hazards	of	uncontrolled	hydraulic	energy,	especially	during	maintenance,	and	the	need	for	lockout/tagout,	as	illustrated	by	this	still	image
from	one	of	our	online	lockout/tagout	training	courses.If	neglected	in	procedures	or	forgotten	when	servicing	equipment,	uncontrolled	hydraulic	energy	can	have	devastating	results.	Failure	to	control	hydraulic	energy	frequently	causes	crushing	events,	amputations,	and	lacerations	to	exposed	workers.Therefore,	like	other	energy	sources,	hydraulic
energy	must	be	controlled,	using	an	appropriate	energy	isolating	device	that	prevents	a	physical	release	of	energy.	There	are	also	systems	that	require	the	release	of	stored	hydraulic	energy	to	relieve	pressure.	And	also,	those	engaged	in	lockout/tagout,	must	also	verify	the	release	of	stored	hydraulic	energy/pressure	(usually	indicated	by	zero
pressure	on	gauges)	prior	to	working	on	equipment.Also,	workers	need	training	which	must	explain	the	hazard	potential	and	clearly	detail	methods	to	prevent	injury.	According	to	OSHA:	You	should	be	very	familiar	with	any	equipment	in	your	business	that	creates	hydraulic	energy	to	ensure	your	workers	are	adequately	protected	through	well-
detailed	procedures	and	training.	And	of	course,	your	LO/TO	program	should	echo	your	procedures,	and	list	sources	of	workplace	hydraulic	energy	devices.	(Dont	forget	to	perform	at	least	annual	reviews	of	the	program	and	procedures	to	ensure	you	catch	any	changes	or	deficiencies.)Again,	its	critical	anyone	involved	with	hydraulic	systems	is
properly	trained.	Dont	neglect	that	aspect.If	youd	like	to	dig	deeper	into	this	topic,	we	have	several	courses	on	hydraulic	systems,	includingHydraulic	System	Basics,	which	outlines	the	essentials	of	hydraulic	theory,	common	components,	what	mechanical	advantage	is,	and	how	hydraulic	fluid	is	contaminated.	In	addition,	we	have	two	others	which
provide	vital	in-depth	information,Hydraulic	System	Valves	and	ComponentsandHydraulic	System	Equipment.Its	important	to	understand	the	principles	of	these	systems,	not	only	for	servicing	and	maintenance,	but	also	to	understand	the	ways	the	hydraulic	systems	function	to	avoid	injuries	and	accidents.Conclusion:	Hydraulics	Are	Common	in	the
Modern	WorkplaceHaving	a	working	understanding	of	hydraulics	of	the	type	weve	covered	in	this	article	will	help	you	better	understand	a	modern	workplace	and	will	make	you	or	your	company	more	efficient,	productive,	and	safe.Before	you	go,	feel	free	to	download	the	free	guide	to	manufacturing	training	below.Bridges	and	tunnels:	Why	are	there
so	many	different	types	of	bridge?	Which	one	works	best?Buildings:	Why	don't	buildings	fall	down?Carburetors:	How	does	a	car	engine	mix	fuel	and	air	to	produce	power	efficiently?Car	engines:	How	do	they	convert	liquid	fuel	into	a	trip	to	the	mall?Clockwork:	How	can	you	power	things	with	a	windup	spring	and	gears?Cranes:	How	do	they	work?
Why	don't	they	topple	over?Cranks	and	cams:	What's	the	best	way	to	turn	rotary	motion	into	back-and-forth,	push-pull	motion?Diesel	engines:	Why	are	diesel	engines	more	efficient	than	gasoline	engines?Drilling:	What's	the	science	behind	drilling	holes?	What	are	drills	made	of?Eddy-current	brakes:	How	can	you	stop	a	high-speed	train	with	a
magnet?Engines:	How	does	an	engine	convert	fuel	into	mechanical	power?Flywheels:	How	can	you	store	energy	for	hours	on	end	with	nothing	but	a	wheel?Gas	springs:	How	does	a	fluid-filled	pipe	support	your	office	chair	or	the	trunk	lid	of	your	car?Gears:	How	can	we	make	wheels	turn	faster	or	with	more	force?Hydraulics:	How	do	liquid-filled	pipes
allow	one	person	to	lift	or	move	incredibly	heavy	loads?Jet	engines:	How	fast	is	air	travelling	when	it	roars	out	of	the	back?Pneumatics:	How	can	you	apply	force	or	shift	energy	with	pipes	full	of	compressed	air?Pumps	and	compressors:	How	do	you	move	liquids	and	gases	from	place	to	place?Springs:	How	do	springs	store	energy	and	why	is	that
helpful?Stirling	engines:	Why	are	Stirling	engines	among	the	most	efficient	engines	of	all?Steam	engines:	If	we	love	them	so	much,	why	don't	they	still	pull	trains	today?Turbines:	How	can	you	get	useful	energy	from	a	moving	liquid	or	gas?Valves:	What	stops	fluid	leaking	from	a	pipe	or	controls	how	quickly	it	moves	through?	Hydraulics	is	a
mechanical	function	that	operates	through	the	force	of	liquid	pressure.	In	hydraulics-based	systems,	mechanical	movement	is	produced	by	contained,	pumped	liquid,	typically	through	hydraulic	cylinders	moving	pistons.	Hydraulics	is	a	component	of	mechatronics,	which	combines	mechanical,	electronics	and	software	engineering	to	design	and
manufacture	products	and	processes.	It's	difficult	to	pinpoint	who	exactly	invented	hydraulics.	However,	the	use	of	hydraulics-based	systems	can	be	traced	all	the	way	back	to	the	1st	century.	Blaise	Pascal,	a	French	physicist,	mathematician,	inventor,	philosopher	and	theologian	made	notable	achievements	in	the	fields	of	hydrostatics	and
hydrodynamics	and	is	credited	with	the	invention	of	the	first	hydraulic	press,	which	used	hydraulic	pressure	to	multiply	forces.	Additionally,	he	invented	Pascal's	law,	or	the	Pascal	principle	of	hydrostatics,	which	states	that	fluid	at	rest	in	a	closed	container	can	incur	a	high-pressure	change	without	loss	to	every	portion	of	the	fluid	and	to	the	walls	of
the	container.	Today's	systems	include	hydraulic	components	such	as	actuators,	hoses,	aqueducts	and	irrigation	systems	that	deliver	water,	using	gravity	to	create	water	pressure.	These	systems	essentially	use	water's	properties	to	make	it	deliver	itself.	Force	multiplication	can	be	created	by	using	a	cylinder	with	a	smaller	diameter	to	push	a	larger
piston	in	a	larger	cylinder.	Often,	there	will	be	many	pistons.	All	types	of	hydraulic	pumps	pressurize	liquids	(typically	hydraulic	oils),	moving	a	piston	through	a	cylinder	and	control	valves	to	control	the	fluid	flow	rate	of	oil.	Hydraulics-based	systems	typically	produce	mechanical	movement	by	pumping	liquid	contained	within	hydraulic	cylinders	using
moving	pistons.	There	are	numerous	applications	for	hydraulics	systems.	Hydraulics	are	used	extensively	in	the	automotive	industry	for	everything	from	braking	systems	to	power	steering.	However,	they	are	also	used	in	construction	equipment,	manufacturing	machinery	and	aircraft.	Hydraulics	is	so	ubiquitous	that	you	probably	interact	with
hydraulics-based	systems	many	times	throughout	the	day	without	even	realizing	it.	Now	let's	look	at	a	few	examples	of	hydraulics-based	machinery.	Log	splitters	A	log	splitter	is	a	single-piston	hydraulic	machine	that	uses	a	valve	at	either	end	of	the	cylinder	to	move	the	pistons	by	the	pressurized	liquid,	driving	a	wedge	to	force	the	wood	into	smaller
pieces	and	return	to	a	home	position.	Backhoes	Industrial	equipment	such	as	a	backhoe	often	uses	several	cylinders	to	move	different	parts.	Electronic	controls	are	generally	used	for	these	more	complicated	setups	on	large,	powerful	equipment.	The	backhoe's	hydraulics	system	operates	the	bucket,	the	dipper	arm	and	the	extendable	boom.	Bucket
trucks	Bucket	trucks,	also	known	as	cherry	pickers,	use	hydraulics	to	raise	and	lower	the	operator	in	the	bucket	to	work	on	high	lines	or	in	other	elevated	areas.	The	hydraulics	system	also	may	be	used	to	rotate	the	bucket.	As	you	can	see,	hydraulics	systems	have	a	wide	range	of	applications	in	many	different	industries.	Hydraulics	are	similar	to
pneumatic	systems	in	function.	Both	systems	use	pressurized	fluid	power,	but	hydraulics	use	liquids	rather	than	gasses,	unlike	pneumatics.	Hydraulics	systems	are	capable	of	more	significant	pressures:	up	to	10,000	pounds	per	square	inch	(psi)	versus	about	100	psi	in	pneumatics	systems.	This	pressure	is	due	to	liquids'	incompressibility,	enabling
more	significant	power	transfer	with	increased	efficiency	as	energy	is	not	lost	to	compression,	except	when	the	air	gets	into	hydraulic	lines.	Hydraulic	fluids	may	also	lubricate,	cool	and	transmit	hydraulic	power.	Pneumatics,	being	less	multifaceted,	require	oil	lubrication	separately,	which	can	be	messy	with	air	pressure.	Pneumatics	are	more
straightforward	in	design	and	control,	and	safer	--	with	less	risk	of	fire	--	partially	because	the	compressibility	of	the	gas-absorbing	shock	can	protect	the	mechanism.	See	also:	pascal,	gas	constant	and	power	take-off	Understanding	Hydraulic	Systems:	Components,	Types,	and	Working	PrinciplesIn	contemporary	industrial	applications,	power	and
accuracy	go	hand	in	hand.	Hydraulics	is	the	technology	that	enables	anything	from	large	construction	equipment	to	precision	industrial	tools.From	the	brakes	on	your	automobile	to	large	industrial	gear,	a	hydraulic	system	transforms	mechanical	energy	into	fluid	power.	You	will	learn	how	these	systems	function	and	why	they	are	essential	to	your
business	operations.What	is	a	Hydraulic	System?A	hydraulic	system	design	uses	fluid	power.	It	allows	you	to	precisely	operate	complicated	machinery	and	heavy	weights	by	transforming	mechanical	energy	into	hydraulic	energy	and	again.Consider	it	a	strong	energy	transfer	system	that	relies	on	fluid	rather	than	mechanical	components.	For	many
industrial	applications,	this	increases	its	efficiency	and	dependability.How	Hydraulic	Systems	Work?The	hydraulic	system	working	principle	is	based	on	Pascals	Law,	which	states	that	pressure	is	transmitted	uniformly	through	a	fluid	and	in	all	directions.	Heres	how	it	functions	in	practice:When	you	engage	a	hydraulic	system,	the	pump	generates
pressure	in	the	fluid.	This	pressure	flows	via	the	systems	pipes	and	hoses	to	the	actuator.	The	actuator	then	transforms	the	fluid	pressure	back	to	mechanical	force.This	basic	technique	multiplies	force	dramatically.	That	is	why	you	can	lift	many	tons	with	minimal	input	force.Main	Components	of	a	Hydraulic	SystemUnderstanding	the	hydraulic
systems	components	is	critical	for	maintaining	and	enhancing	your	equipments	performance.	Each	component	is	essential	to	the	systems	functionality,	combining	to	provide	forceful	and	accurate	motion.	Electric	MotorThe	electric	motor	is	a	power	source	of	the	whole	system,	which	convert	electricity	to	mechanical	energy.There	are	several	categories
in	electric	motors,	check	out	Electric	Motor	Types.	Some	important	technical	parameters	of	a	motor	have	significant	impacts	on	the	efficiency	of	hydraulic	system.	The	rotation	speed,	the	power	factor	and	the	torque	of	the	motor	can	determine	the	pressure	and	flow	rate	of	the	fluid	in	the	system.Hydraulic	PumpThe	pump	functions	as	the	systems
powerhouse,	transforming	mechanical	energy	into	fluid	power	through	a	variety	of	means.	Pumps	are	grouped	into	three	types:	gear,	vane,	and	piston	pumps,	each	serving	a	distinct	purpose.	The	pump	regulates	fluid	flow	and	pressure	to	ensure	that	your	system	runs	optimally	and	consistently.The	ValvesThink	of	valves	as	your	systems	command
center.	They	control	every	aspect	of	fluid	movement	throughout	your	operation.Directional	valves	manage	fluid	flow	paths.	Pressure	valves	protect	your	investment	by	preventing	system	damage.Your	speed	control	needs	are	handled	by	specialized	flow	control	valves.	Choose	between	manual	or	electronic	operation	based	on	your	specific
requirements.ReservoirYour	reservoir	does	more	than	store	hydraulic	fluid.	It	acts	as	a	crucial	component	in	maintaining	system	health.Heat	dissipation	happens	naturally	through	the	reservoir	walls.	This	keeps	your	system	running	at	optimal	temperatures.The	design	allows	trapped	air	to	escape	efficiently.	It	also	accommodates	fluid	expansion
during	operation.Hydraulic	Motor/ActuatorWhen	converting	hydraulic	power	back	into	mechanical	motion,	actuators	and	motors	take	center	stage.Linear	actuators,	such	as	cylinders,	generate	pushing	and	pulling	actions,	whereas	hydraulic	motors	provide	rotating	motion.	These	components	are	available	in	a	variety	of	sizes	and	combinations,
allowing	you	to	match	the	precise	force	and	speed	that	your	application	demands.The	FiltersYour	system	needs	protection	against	dangerous	pollutants.	Filters	function	continually	to	keep	fluids	clean.Filtration	requirements	vary	depending	on	the	application.	You	may	tailor	security	levels	to	meet	your	unique	operational	requirements.Proper	filter
maintenance	prevents	expensive	component	damage,	extends	fluid	life,	and	ensures	smooth	operation	of	your	entire	hydraulic	system.Hydraulic	Hoses	and	PipesThese	components	form	your	systems	vital	circulation	network.	They	handle	extreme	pressures	while	maintaining	system	integrity.	Your	specific	application	determines	the	type	of	hose
needed.	Factors	include	environmental	conditions	and	pressure	requirements.Correct	size	and	routing	make	a	huge	impact	as	they	reduce	pressure	losses	and	promote	efficient	power	transfer.Types	of	Hydraulic	SystemsDifferent	applications	require	different	types	of	hydraulic	systems.	However,	hydraulic	systems	must	be	tailored	to	specific
purposes.	Understanding	each	type	allows	you	to	find	the	best	solution	for	your	needs.	Your	decision	will	have	an	influence	efficiency,	maintenance,	and	system	performance.SEE	More	Details	about	open	loop	and	closed	loop	hydraulic	system.Open	Loop	SystemThe	open	loop	technology	simplifies	and	ensures	the	dependability	of	your	operations.
Following	each	cycle,	the	fluid	returns	to	the	reservoir,	allowing	for	natural	cooling	and	contaminants	to	settle.	Youll	save	money	in	the	beginning,	have	less	upkeep	to	deal	with,	and	have	easier	troubleshooting.Closed	Loop	SystemClosed	loop	systems	provide	higher	performance	because	of	the	constant	fluid	circulation.	Theyll	provide	you	more
control	and	efficiency,	which	makes	them	perfect	for	tasks	that	require	steady	action.	These	systems	include	integrated	cooling	and	filtering	circuits	to	help	you	maintain	optimal	fluid	conditions	during	long	operating	times.Other	TypesFor	specific	needs,	modern	hydraulic	technology	provides	tailored	solutions.	In	order	to	save	energy	and	lessen	heat
production,	load-sensing	systems	automatically	modify	output	in	response	to	demand.	Systems	with	constant	pressure	maintain	a	constant	force	despite	changes	in	load.Systems	with	variable	displacement	allow	you	to	adjust	to	shifting	operating	requirements	by	providing	you	with	flexible	control	over	pressure	levels	and	flow	rates.Hydraulic	System
Examples	and	ApplicationsYoull	see	hydraulic	system	examples	at	work	in	virtually	every	major	industry	today.	These	robust	technologies,	which	provide	unparalleled	force	and	accuracy,	revolutionize	the	way	enterprises	function.	Lets	see	how	various	industries	use	this	adaptable	technology.Construction	IndustryHeavy	machinery	operations	in
construction	are	dominated	by	hydraulics.	For	digging	operations	and	bucket	motions,	excavators	need	precise	hydraulic	controls.	For	incredibly	precise	lifting	of	heavy	objects,	cranes	rely	on	hydraulic	power.	Concrete	pumps	efficiently	move	materials	across	your	construction	sites	by	using	hydraulic	systems.Automotive	IndustryYour	car	is
significantly	reliant	on	hydraulic	technology	for	safety	and	comfort.	The	braking	system	turns	fluid	pressure	into	dependable	stopping	force,	providing	you	complete	control	over	any	driving	circumstance.Power	steering	makes	vehicle	control	simple	with	hydraulic	assistance,	minimizing	driver	strain	on	extended	trips.	By	automatically	reacting	to	road
surfaces,	modern	suspension	systems	use	hydraulics	to	deliver	a	smoother	ride	in	a	range	of	road	conditions.	Convertible	tops	and	lift	gates	frequently	employ	hydraulic	devices	to	guarantee	seamless	operation.Manufacturing	SectorManufacturing	facilities	showcase	hydraulic	power	at	its	finest,	enabling	precision	and	power	on	the	production	floor.
Powerful	hydraulic	presses	shape	metal	components	with	tremendous	force,	creating	everything	from	car	body	panels	to	industrial	parts.Assembly	lines	depend	on	hydraulic	clamps	for	precise	positioning	and	consistent	pressure	during	production	processes.	Material	handling	equipment	uses	hydraulic	systems	to	move	heavy	loads	throughout	your
facility	safely,	improving	efficiency	and	worker	safety.	Custom	manufacturing	solutions	often	incorporate	hydraulic	systems	for	specialized	operations.Agricultural	EquipmentHydraulic	skills	are	essential	to	modern	farming	in	order	to	boost	output.	From	plows	to	seeders,	tractors	use	hydraulics	to	precisely	manage	a	variety	of	tools.	For	effective	crop
collecting,	harvesters	use	sophisticated	hydraulic	systems	that	automatically	adapt	to	varying	crop	heights	and	circumstances.Hydraulic	controls	are	frequently	used	in	irrigation	systems	to	distribute	water	precisely,	boosting	agricultural	yields	while	conserving	resources.	Hydraulic	power	is	used	by	hay	balers	and	other	specialist	equipment	to	run
continuously	under	difficult	circumstances.	Aerospace	ApplicationsHydraulic	systems	must	work	with	extreme	precision	in	critical	applications.	Aircraft	landing	gear	relies	on	dependable	hydraulic	mechanics	to	provide	smooth	takeoffs	and	landings	in	all	weather	conditions.Hydraulic	actuation	is	required	for	flight	control	surfaces	to	provide	constant
accuracy	in	airplane	control.	Cargo	doors	require	hydraulic	power	to	work	smoothly	and	consistently;	nevertheless,	emergency	systems	typically	rely	on	hydraulic	backup	power.	Aerospace	testing	equipment	also	uses	hydraulic	systems	to	replicate	flight	conditions.Marine	IndustryShips	exhibit	hydraulic	adaptability	under	harsh	maritime	conditions.
Steering	systems	react	swiftly	to	shifting	circumstances	and	use	hydraulic	power	for	dependable	control	in	choppy	waters.Deck	equipment	can	handle	large	weights	in	corrosive	situations	because	of	its	effective	hydraulic	systems.	By	employing	advanced	hydraulic	components	to	maintain	vessel	balance,	stabilization	systems	enhance	both	cargo
security	and	passenger	comfort.	Hydraulic	power	is	used	in	maritime	applications	for	anchor	handling	systems,	fishing	gear,	and	loading	ramps.Advantages	and	Limitations	of	Hydraulic	SystemsAdvantages	In	each	of	these	sectors,	hydraulic	systems	provide	outstanding	advantages	for	your	business	operations.	They	allow	fine	control	and	large	lifting
by	generating	enormous	force	with	minimal	input	power.	Youll	have	precise,	smooth	control	over	the	motions	of	the	equipment,	which	is	essential	for	delicate	treatments.	These	systems	enable	accurate	power	delivery	using	a	range	of	power	transmission	options.	Overload	protects	your	equipment	naturally,	avoiding	expensive	harm.	When	compared
to	other	systems,	maintenance	needs	are	usually	kept	to	a	minimum,	which	lowers	operating	expenses.	The	systems	can	function	reliably	year	after	year	in	a	various	settings	and	situations.Limitations	When	incorporating	hydraulics	into	your	processes,	you	should	be	aware	of	certain	limitations.	In	certain	circumstances,	these	systems	may	be	less
efficient	than	electrical	equivalents,	especially	in	applications	that	need	quick	start-stop	cycles.	To	avoid	system	deterioration,	your	maintenance	crew	should	test	fluid	quality	on	a	regular	basis.	Even	well-maintained	systems	may	develop	leaks	over	time,	necessitating	frequent	examination	and	repair.	Temperature	fluctuations	may	impair	system
performance,	necessitating	climate	control	in	harsh	situations.	In	as	much	as	initial	installation	costs	frequently	surpass	those	of	other	power	transmission	techniques,	the	long-term	advantages	typically	outweigh	the	expenditure.	System	design	necessitates	meticulous	planning	to	achieve	peak	performance	and	efficiency	in	your	unique
application.Conclusion	As	your	trusted	partner	for	cutting-edge	hydraulic	solutions,	we	provide	a	wide	selection	of	high-performance	components	such	as	power	packs,	manifold	blocks,	valves,	pumps,	and	more.	Hydraflu	provides	outstanding	service	in	addition	to	superior	products.	Our	skilled	engineers	are	committed	to	providing	prompt	technical
assistance,	customized	solutions,	and	knowledgeable	counsel.	We	can	assist	whether	you	need	a	simple	part	or	a	fully	functional	hydraulic	system.	by	Chris	Woodford.	Last	updated:	September	29,	2024.	What's	the	connection	between	a	waterpistol	and	this	gigantic	crane?	On	the	face	of	it,	no	connection	at	all.	Butthink	about	the	science	behind	them
and	you'll	reach	a	surprisingconclusion:	water	pistols	and	cranes	use	the	power	of	moving	liquidsin	a	very	similar	way.	This	technology	is	called	hydraulics	and	it'sused	to	power	everything	from	car	brakes	and	garbage	trucks	tomotorboat	steering	and	garage	jacks.	Let's	take	a	closer	look	at	how	it	works!Photo:	This	crane	raises	its	giant	boom	into	the
air	using	a	hydraulic	ram.	Can	you	spot	the	ram	here?	The	main	one	is	shining	silver	in	the	sunlight	in	the	center	of	the	picture.There	are	also	rams	supporting	the	stabilizers	("outriggers"):	feet	that	extend	out	near	the	wheels	to	support	the	crane	at	the	base	when	the	boom	is	extended	(they're	highlighted	with	yellow	and	black	warning	stripes).
Contents	Gases	are	easy	to	squash:	everyone	knows	how	easyit	is	to	squeeze	a	balloon.	Solids	are	just	the	opposite.If	you've	ever	tried	squeezing	a	block	of	metal	or	a	lump	ofwood,	with	nothing	but	your	fingers,you'll	know	it's	pretty	much	impossible.	But	what	about	liquids?Where	do	they	fit	in?	You	probably	know	that	liquids	are	anin-between	state,
a	bit	like	solids	in	some	ways	and	a	bit	like	gasesin	others.	Now,	since	liquids	easily	flow	from	place	to	place,	youmight	think	they'd	behave	like	gases	when	you	tried	to	squeeze	them.In	fact,	liquids	are	virtually	incompressiblemuch	like	solids.This	is	the	reason	a	belly	flop	hurts	if	you	mess	up	your	dive	into	aswimming	pool.	When	your	body	smacks
into	the	pool,	it's	becausethe	water	can't	squeeze	downwards	(like	a	mattress	or	a	trampolinewould)	or	move	out	of	the	way	quickly	enough.	That's	also	why	jumping	off	bridgesinto	rivers	can	be	very	dangerous.	Unless	you	dive	correctly,	jumpingoff	a	bridge	into	water	from	a	height	is	almost	like	jumping	onto	concrete.(Find	out	more	about	solids,
liquids,	and	gases.)	Photo:	Why	does	water	squirt	so	fast	from	a	syringe?	You	can't	really	compress	a	liquid	at	all,	so	if	you	force	the	water	up	through	the	wide	part	of	the	syringe	by	pushing	hard	on	the	plunger	at	the	bottom,	where's	that	water	going	to	go?	It	has	to	escape	through	the	top.	Since	the	top	is	much	narrower	than	the	bottom,	the	water
emerges	in	a	high-speed	jet.	Hydraulics	runs	this	process	in	reverse	to	produce	lower	speed	but	more	force,	which	is	used	to	power	heavy-duty	machines.	It's	exactly	the	same	in	a	water	pistol	(below),	which	is	effectively	just	a	syringe	shaped	like	a	gun.	The	fact	that	liquids	don't	compress	easily	isincredibly	useful.	If	you've	ever	fired	a	water	pistol	(or
a	squeezywashing-up	liquid	bottle	filled	with	water),	you've	used	this	ideaalready.	You've	probably	noticed	that	it	takes	some	effort	to	pressthe	trigger	of	a	water	pistol	(or	to	squeeze	water	from	a	washing-upbottle).	When	you	press	the	trigger	(or	squeeze	the	bottle),	you'rehaving	to	work	quite	hard	to	force	the	water	out	through	a	narrownozzle.
You're	actually	putting	pressure	on	the	waterandthat's	why	it	squirts	out	at	a	much	higher	speed	than	you	move	thetrigger.	If	water	weren't	incompressible,	water	pistols	wouldn't	workproperly.	You'd	squeeze	the	trigger	and	the	water	inside	would	simplysquash	up	into	a	smaller	spaceit	wouldn't	shoot	out	of	the	nozzle	asyou'd	expect.	If	water	pistols
(and	squeezy	bottles)	can	change	force	and	speed,	that	means	(in	strict	scientific	terms)	they	work	just	like	tools	and	machines.	In	fact,	the	science	of	water	pistols	powers	some	of	the	world's	biggest	machinescranes,	tipper	trucks,	and	diggers.	Hydraulics	in	theory	Turn	a	water	pistol	on	its	end	and	this	is(crudely	simplified)	what's	going	on
inside:Photo:	A	simplified	view	of	a	hydraulic	waterpistol.When	you	press	on	the	trigger	(shown	in	red),	you	apply	a	relativelylarge	force	that	moves	the	trigger	a	short	distance.	Because	the	water	won'tsqueeze	into	a	smaller	space,	it	gets	forced	through	the	body	of	thepistol	to	the	narrow	nozzle	and	squirts	out	with	less	force	but	morespeed.	Now
suppose	we	could	make	a	water	pistol	work	in	reverse.	Ifwe	could	shoot	liquid	into	the	nozzle	at	high	speed,	the	water	wouldflow	the	opposite	way	and	we'd	generate	alarge	upward	force	on	the	trigger.	If	we	scaled	our	water	pistol	upmany	times,	wecould	generate	a	big	enough	force	to	lift	things.	This	is	exactly	how	ahydraulic	ram	or	jack	works.	If
you	squirt	fluid	through	a	narrowtube	at	one	end,	you	can	make	a	plunger	rise	slowly,	but	with	a	lotof	force,	at	the	other	end:Photo:	How	to	magnify	force	with	a	water	pistolworking	in	reverse.The	science	behind	hydraulics	is	called	Pascal'sprinciple.	Essentially,	because	the	liquid	in	the	pipe	isincompressible,	the	pressure	must	stay	constant	all	the
way	through	it,even	when	you're	pushing	it	hard	at	one	end	or	the	other.	Now	pressureis	defined	as	the	force	acting	per	unit	of	area.	So	if	we	press	downwith	a	small	force	on	a	small	area,	at	the	narrow	end	of	the	tube	onthe	left,	there	must	be	a	large	force	acting	upward	on	the	largerarea	piston	on	the	right	to	keep	the	pressure	equal.	That's	how
theforce	becomes	magnified.	What	about	energy?	Another	way	to	understand	hydraulics	is	by	thinking	about	energy.	We've	already	seen	that	hydraulic	rams	can	give	us	more	force	or	speed,	but	theycan't	do	both	at	the	same	timeand	that's	because	of	energy.	Look	again	at	the	water	pistol	graphic	up	above.If	you	press	down	quickly	on	the	narrow
pipe	(with	a	little	bit	of	force),	the	plunger	on	the	wide	piperises	slowly	(with	a	lot	of	force).	Why	would	that	be?	A	basic	law	of	physics	calledthe	law	of	conservation	of	energy	says	wecan't	make	energy	out	of	thin	air.	The	amount	of	energy	you	use	to	move	the	plungeris	equal	to	the	force	you	use	times	the	distance	you	move	it.	If	our	water
pistolproduces	twice	as	much	force	at	the	wide	end	as	we	supply	at	the	narrow	end,	it	can	onlymove	half	as	far.	That's	because	the	energy	we	supply	by	pushing	down	is	carriedright	around	the	pipe	to	the	other	end.	If	the	same	amount	of	energy	now	has	to	move	twice	the	force,	it	can	only	move	it	half	the	distance	in	the	same	time.	That's	why	the
wider	end	moves	more	slowlythan	the	narrow	end.	Photo:	You	get	the	same	amount	of	energy	out	of	a	hydraulic	ram	as	you	put	in	(ignoring	minor	energy	losses	due	to	friction	and	so	on).	Hydraulics	in	practice	You	can	see	hydraulics	at	work	in	this	digger.When	the	driver	pulls	a	handle,	the	digger's	engine	pumps	fluid	intothe	narrow	pipes	and	cables
(shown	in	blue),	forcing	the	hydraulic	rams	(shownin	red)	to	extend.	The	rams	look	a	bit	like	bicycle	pumps	working	inreverse.	If	you	put	several	rams	together,	you	can	make	a	digger'sarm	extend	and	move	much	like	a	person'sonly	with	far	greaterforce.	The	hydraulic	rams	are	effectively	the	digger's	muscles:Photo:	There	are	several	different
hydraulic	rams	at	work	in	this	digger.	The	rams	are	shown	by	red	arrowsand	the	narrow,	flexible	hydraulic	pipes	and	cables	that	feed	them	in	blue.Each	ram	is	working	like	a	diesel-powered	water	pistol	in	reverse:Photo:	Close-up	of	a	digger's	hydraulic	rams.The	engine	is	pumping	hydraulic	fluid	through	one	of	the	thin	pipes	to	move	the	thicker	ram
out	with	much	greater	force,	like	this:Photo:	How	a	hydraulic	ram	multiplies	force.	You	might	be	wondering	how	a	hydraulic	ram	can	move	both	inward	and	outward	if	the	hydraulic	fluid	is	always	pushing	it	from	one	direction.The	answer	is	that	the	fluid	doesn't	always	push	the	same	way.	Each	ram	is	fed	from	opposite	sides	by	two	separate
pipes.Depending	on	which	way	the	fluid	moves,	the	ram	pushes	either	inward	or	outward,	very	slowly	and	smoothly,	as	this	little	animation	makes	clear:	Photo:	A	hydraulic	ram	moves	either	inward	or	outward	depending	on	which	direction	the	hydraulic	fluid	is	flowing.	Next	time	you're	out	and	about,	see	how	many	hydraulic	machines	you	can	spot.
You	might	be	surprised	just	how	manytrucks,	cranes,	diggers,	dumpers,	excavators,	and	bulldozers	use	them.Here's	another	example:	a	hydraulic	hedge-cutter	on	the	back	of	a	tractor.	The	cutting	head	needs	to	be	sturdy	and	heavy	to	slash	through	hedges	and	trees	and	there's	no	way	the	driver	could	lift	or	position	it	by	hand.	Fortunately,	the
hydraulic	controls	do	all	that	automatically:	with	several	hydraulic	joints,	a	bit	like	a	shoulder,	elbow,	and	wrist,	the	cutter	moves	with	as	much	flexibility	as	a	human	arm:	Photo:	A	typical	hydraulic	hedge-cutter.	Red	arrows	indicate	the	hydraulic	rams.	Hydraulic	circuits	How	do	hydraulic	parts	work	together?	Just	like	the	components	(parts)	in
something	electric	or	electronic,	they're	connected	into	circuits.	Instead	of	electrons	whizzing	around,	there's	hydraulic	fluid	flowing	instead.A	hydraulic	circuit	contains	(at	a	minimum)	something	that	supplies	hydraulic	power	(a	tank	of	fluid	and	apumpsimilar	to	the	battery	in	an	electric	circuit),	something	that	transmits	the	power	(one	or	more
hydraulic	cableslike	the	wires	in	an	electric	circuit),	and	somethingthat	uses	the	power	(hydraulic	rams	or	motorsanalogous	to	lamps	or	motors	in	an	electric	circuit).	Just	like	an	electric	circuit,	all	the	components	have	to	be	connected	in	a	complete	loop	so	the	fluid	works	its	way	around	again	and	again.	Photo:	A	hydraulic	circuit	simulator.	Students
can	use	this	to	connectand	test	various	hydraulic	components	in	different	kinds	of	circuits.Photo	by	Clinton	Woods	courtesy	of	US	Army	Reserve	andDVIDS.	Hidden	hydraulics	Not	all	hydraulic	machines	are	so	obvious,	however;	sometimes	their	hydraulic	rams	are	hidden	out	of	sight.	Elevators	("lifts")	keep	their	workings	well	hidden,	so	it's	not
always	apparent	whether	they're	working	in	the	traditional	way	(pulled	up	and	down	by	a	cable	attached	to	a	motor)	or	using	hydraulics	instead.	Smaller	elevators	often	use	simple	hydraulic	rams	mounted	directly	underneath	or	alongside	the	lift	shaft.	They're	simpler	and	cheaper	than	traditional	elevators,	but	can	use	quite	a	bit	more	power.	Photo:
Four	hydraulic	rams	"hidden"	on	the	roof	of	a	garbage	truck.	These	flip	the	back	of	the	truck	up	so	it	will	empty	its	load	out	when	it	tips	up.	Motors	are	another	example	where	hydraulics	can	be	hidden	from	view.	Traditional	electric	motors	use	electromagnetism:	when	an	electric	current	flows	through	coils	inside	them,	it	creates	a	temporary
magnetic	force	that	pushes	against	a	ring	of	permanent	magnets,	making	the	motor	shaft	rotate.Hydraulic	motors	are	more	like	pumps	working	in	reverse.	In	one	example,	called	a	hydraulic	gear	motor,	the	fluid	flows	into	the	motor	through	a	pipe,	making	a	pair	of	closely	meshing	gears	rotate,	before	flowing	back	out	through	another	pipe.	One	of
the	gears	is	connected	to	the	motor	shaft	that	drives	whatever	the	motor	is	powering,	while	the	other	("the	idler")	simply	turns	freely	to	make	the	mechanism	complete.	Where	a	traditional	hydraulic	ram	uses	the	power	of	a	pumped	fluid	to	push	the	ram	back	and	forth	a	limited	distance,	a	hydraulic	motor	uses	continuously	flowing	fluid	to	turn	the
shaft	for	as	long	as	necessary.	If	you	want	to	make	the	motor	turn	in	the	opposite	direction,you	simply	reverse	the	fluid	flow.	If	you	want	to	make	it	turn	faster	or	slower,	you	increase	or	decrease	the	fluid	flow.	Artwork:	A	simplified	hydraulic	gear	motor.	The	fluid	(yellow)	flows	in	from	the	left,	spins	the	two	gears,	and	flows	out	to	the	right.	One	of	the
gears	(red)	powers	the	output	shaft	(black)	and	the	machine	to	which	the	motor	is	connected.	The	other	gear	(blue)	is	an	idler.	Why	would	you	use	a	hydraulic	motor	instead	of	an	electric	one?	Where	a	powerful	electric	motor	generally	needs	to	be	really	big,	a	hydraulic	motor	just	as	powerful	can	be	smaller	and	more	compact,	because	it's	getting	its
power	from	a	pump	some	distance	away.	You	can	also	use	hydraulic	motors	in	places	where	electricity	might	not	be	viable	or	safefor	example,	underwater,	or	where	there's	a	risk	of	electric	sparks	creating	a	fire	or	explosion.	(Another	option,	in	that	case,	is	to	use	pneumaticsthe	power	of	compressed	air.)	Chris	Woodford	is	the	author	and	editor	of
dozens	of	science	and	technology	books	for	adults	and	children,	including	DK's	worldwide	bestselling	Cool	Stuff	series	and	Atoms	Under	the	Floorboards,	which	won	the	American	Institute	of	Physics	Science	Writing	award	in	2016.	You	can	hire	him	to	write	books,	articles,	scripts,	corporate	copy,	and	more	via	his	website	chriswoodford.com.
CranesEnergyEnginesForces	and	motionPneumaticsSimple	machines	These	are	particularly	suitable	for	ages	912:Machines	and	Motors	by	Jon	Richards	and	Ed	Simpkins.	Gareth	Stevens/Wayland,	2016.	A	clearly	written,	illustrated	guide	to	all	kinds	of	powered	machines.	A	good	overview	that	will	help	children	understand	how	simple	machines	power
the	bigger,	real-world	machines	they	see	around	them.The	Way	Things	Work	Now	by	David	Macaulay.	DK,	2016.	Lots	of	hydraulic	machines	are	taken	apart	and	explained	in	this	classic	how-it-works	tome.Can	You	Feel	the	Force?	by	Richard	Hammond.	Dorling	Kindersley,	2007/2015.	A	fun-filled	introduction	to	basic	physics.	(I	was	one	of	the
consultants	on	this	book.)Force	and	Motion	by	Peter	Lafferty.	Dorling	Kindersley,	2000.	Although	this	is	quite	old	now	and	doesn't	seem	to	have	been	updated,	it's	still	easy	to	find	in	secondhand	stores.	One	of	the	classic	DK	Eyewitness	books,	it	has	lots	of	fascinating	history	as	well	as	modern	science.How	Things	Work:	The	Power	of	Pressure	by
Andrew	Dunn.	Thomson	Learning,	1993.	A	slightly	dated	but	still	very	relevant	children's	book	that	connects	the	basic	science	of	fluids	and	water	pressure	to	such	everyday	machines	as	hovercraft,	vacuum	cleaners,	jackhammers,	car	brakes,	and	elevators.	For	older	readers	Videos	InformationalHydraulic	Actuators	by	Vickers	Hydraulics.	A	dated	but
quite	clear	video	that	explains	basic	hydraulic	actuators,	including	single-	and	double-acting	rams	and	hydraulic	motors.	Fun	projectsMake	a	Hydraulic	Arm	by	Mist8K.	A	syringe-powered	hydraulic	arm	with	an	electromagnetic	pick	up.	How	to	Make	Hydraulic	Fighting	Robots	by	Lance	Akiyama.	One	of	the	projects	covered	in	Lance's	book	Rubber
Band	Engineer.How	a	hydraulic	scissor	lift	works	by	by	DRHydraulics.	This	is	quite	a	clear	animation	showing	how	a	hydraulic	pump	makes	a	lift	go	up	and	down.	It	would	be	better	if	we	could	see	a	cutaway	of	the	cylinder	and	how	the	fluid	is	flowing,	but	you	get	the	idea.	Articles	

History	of	hydraulic	fracturing.	Hydraulic	fracturing	advantages	and	disadvantages.	Hydraulic	fracturing	design.	Hydraulic	fracturing	technique.	Hydraulic	fracturing	operations.	Benefits	of	hydraulic	fracturing.
Hydraulic	fracturing	process.	Hydraulic	fracturing	fundamentals	and	advancements	pdf.
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